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| Ben 7 1 nb hi > i”. | = 
thing the Sowh of. Man 383) the". 
High pt? por which: | Fn - Was. be 
Made, f tabs ous © 
be, bs: -ſhorth to. -make'<ta. fg \ mae". 2 
ot Cannot but' waders. T bat. be. wha 
nos made. little lower than. the- £5 | 
ſhould make ' himſelf little better than: 
Beaſts. 
» The: great, and dreadful God hath —_ 
 mhch | pains to” reduce; the: Tnh th Me 
” London," and.ad#deed: afl the Nation 
» Obedience of WH-$on;' He hath been th ; Se. 
f ing. 4th pebr- Englaid: of -lqge 148.” ines - ww 
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* 4 tes "The his .- Rn bis Circuit. 
=. 4p London; e#l in that one City, above one Y* 
WE. Inbred bouſavid neceivtd the Sentence of 
8 E> From his Fuft Tribunal.” _ 
5 Ig * Thas.. was mot: quitg Remov'd' before 
wether Amazing Jadgment - was. Vogt 10 
ee Se, "The Voyce- of - the Zird 'was |} 
"be ad, the Language of the Plague || * 
not” we 0/ apoh 3 \ wherefore the "dread- | 
B3-= Ypake Louder, and Louder , 
et i from | Mount Sina), in 
AA Flawt, and Smock, he rode won 
24 Mom Wings s "of the Wind, he rode - in a Cha- 
6: ppp oft” Fire, \whilſs the Bells did 
--- Rips cre own Knels, - 45 -#hty were 
_—_— | 4d it 110 be feartd,” were 
Lore? Sire: as the Anger of *the® Mighty 
Ei God , thas Thouſands of Hard- hearted 
7 - wy "and" Women + were.” ' The 'Leatls" of 
e Churches Frog rs get Inte ow 
3 -* ode" "ca ar tha "pro i, 
A r i No fo ft under them. ge) 
Do X ” wr | "apr indeed which ' no'Wind © 
© Show oor, " 1l-it fell- iu ſach! Scald-" 


Theſe 


PF £\ F. -- 
4 Dies LAT for for $2 
x2 TS: Provide ſufficiently Ld 
3 #-Stfoits,” and. ' pov 
' ob- #poxt uh Dinghil, "af well: " 
7 dn the. Thranes,"" be well bz 4 
Da > others are © " Unkinds: M's 
- wil1- riſe you, 'when | others whtl* 0 
a Look #pon Jou. In his houtle Jos. lk 
be. as- welcome "as" ever.” Thire are” m1 
Menfons, if. 'it wete mt "ſo, he wo 
have" told you; © In this "City there” in 
\ Room + though, 4nd you ſhall . have. "Zn 
terfaintment , Ot, be more "welcome thin 
if you had ftayed away':  His- Doors: mill of 
be open: "fo them who | have nd "How es- 5 $. ; 
' hide their Heads in, © Come. to him ye - 
Barboorleſs : ones; be Twuitts you"  Ear*. 
 neſtly and *Heartily, \ &c.” * He with give You". 
_ Shelter, you that have. no.\Privnas, 'ar Gp 
* ſorry: -ones. © Come - 10" him wow" in your "> 
&- S!raitt,' and he will, never caſt” 007 ye 
: very, or his" Kindueſs in iy 
" except Jour! Carriage e- be bad ag” 
* coming \ your State, God. hath berth Py 2 - 
85" 4 Lenre' of the Vanity of all- EOF NT: 
4 tare r= Enjoyment, And will © you after hit: .. 
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'Fefuſe + , 7 Wane git Him... Rs wit | 
e” Hitter to-. you. than, a thouſand of the * 
_ beſ Friends that tvtr man bad. wpon|- 
Earth? * * 
1 have in: the following Book 2iven Jour Þ 
Directions how you may cot to be Acguein- 
' ted. with hith. f 7 
. As * God; appointed Cities -0 Re e. 
* ſo he gave qe; Command, \. that "7. 
- way to\ them ſhiwld be mage Plain, Fit, 
and Broad: ' And therefore the Meſſen- 
-* gers work every Tear was to Remove all 
mbling - Blocks, and offences, They 
= net any Hill or. Dale 30 ' be in the 
4s) and at the partition of wayes, they 
et up in- writing, Refuge, Refuge, That 
the. Purſued ..m1/g ht have notice what way 
- whale tpn dby every tun, Deut. 19. 25. 3+ 
- The like 1 have endtavoured 'in his 
enſuing Diſcourſe, to make" the Way to 
E Bleſſed Friend, | Plain and Familiar. 
9) for. a Bleſſing whon it , which | ca 
be - Author ſome Pains, - Prayers , Tears 
* and. Groans; . That whit was here written, 
: I be the. Tranſcript, of bis own  Expe- 
* Fewer, and; might be ſow way- ſubſer- 
"Pient tothe -Gloty of God in tht. Con- 
May” bow \ and, Comfort of Souls, '\+ If -: you 
find. an) good. in the uſe of this. Book , 
'Y\ SR give 


ot 
 . % 
Þ % 

5 
«ITY 
4 ag 

v - 


_ - 2 ” _ "mw \ 


__ , 


j* — 
ef ®. », | ">: > Y 
, . by es 0 
=. ww 
= - 


1 1 e tr thi 'R 4 : 
0 ve God the Praiſe; and labour" to beep 
*« conſtant warin ſence of the Excellency of 
ſuch 4 Friend upon your Spirits, _ and cam- © 
- F'-mend this Friend to all your Rilations, - 4nd” 
off | Acquaintance 5 that none of thrm after 

| great iLoſſes, may loſe God, Heaven, and - 
| themſelves too, '*O that will be a Dreadful 

Loſs indeed! TI again beſeech you; forget X 
not to Pray for one of the' moſt inworthy in- 
ſlruments that ever Infinite Goodneſs made unſs ** 
of in (o glorious a Works © Rt 
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3 N” Saints ail Bon l8 arorF ee to Singer in_ Chriſis 
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q "380 elvices, with Mitives, and means to an athyity ; His 
6 + alt-L ro his Friends, containing 27 Famous inftan- 


| ods Providences i in and about ſeveral dangers and de- 

T7 with the names of ſeveral who were Eye-witneſſes ts 

euyto is added @ Sermon on-the ſame Subjef, 

$abverted, proving that the Errors the © 1 
ERS, be moſt pernicious, ſubverting ) rue 


Serm: 1s pon ſeveral Texts by that late even 
Mfr, H Fw, _ agent in ro i 
"72, * "ek jon 'of Sin by the Spirit or 
ode ety —_ of the Holy Ghoſt on the Hearts 
of The Fanhful,” by the Learned -ard Yiouw Mr. Alexander ; 
_ for DRgy: and late preacher of the 
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Job 45. 31: 


Fe -q4aint now thy ſclf with bing, and ba at 
thertby good (ball | come-wnlo. eg” 


Hey "who have OR 
experience of . things i Mit 
dotn, 'and gathered” up: the” 
lue of mans life, - by'co | 
_ his defire with his | Enjoymer 
his Troubles and” Sorrows '% 
his Content, and .JoF., hav con 

lute LN worth of the lifs of man to Ny 
£ nothin Wes have drawn a black line \ | 
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Rene er obs Tur for the Arabs men was, Eccteſ, 2,1. 
LE > When he had takena taſte of all the worlds Con- 
bs nts, yet he finds a bitterneſs mixed in all de- 
> lights, which abideth no longer. than the pleaſure Þ 
I we - wexſ.. 11, &17. And whoſoever ſhall enter irito | 
+  bimſclh, and feel the workings of his'own-mind, [| 
© _ ſhall be able'to read over "the Tranſcript of the I 
fame in. his own Conſcience. Who is fie among F' 
the ſons of men, that in his Natural life hath at- Þ 
tained to a ſtate wherein he was able to ſay, Here |. 

. IJ will ſtay, it 1snow well with me, I deſireno addi- . 
- tor to my' preſent condition ? If there be any ſuch, | ' 
| 

| 

| 


Xx T&are undertake to prove him unacquainted with 
= himſelf, Where now ſhall l faſten the blame of this 
E . univerſal evil 2 Shall we fall out with our life, asa | 
= -- "thing not worth the having ? Shall we ſhrink un- 
+. _ tour formernothing, an caſt up our being an d 
ks: Jifei into the hands 0 God, as that out of whic h 
©. +: we. gathered nothing but bitterneſs and diſquiet-? 


= _Farbe this from-us, this were to juſtifie that, ev 1 | | 
=. and-wicked ſervant, who ſaid of God," Thar h 
= kr be was # hard Maſter, reaping where for had 
»-.. Bot ſown, and gathqting where he wat ſtrawed. 
=: Fu bets 6.64. God of ha ade us 
: to ati unavoidable neceſſity of. miſery,” then 
"comes it to paſs, that we are all held faſt in. this 
common calamity ? It is from thy ſelf, © man, 
' It1s from thy Telf, this evil is becauſe of our fat- Þ 
ling - from God.. It is. a Righteons thing. with Þ 
, 6d, that when man departed from him, he} 
- ns reap the Fruit of his own doings; and.in- Þ. 
Ny itigwmpoſible Sr a creature; of ourcom 
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Sj brew antiaion ; no fodthal 
-with all worldly 'materi ywents, to, 
4 "find trouble and diſquietin it ſelf, while-1 x14 
. prived of its abi If we would DOE | 
Kccount of our diſquiet and difſatisfation, this; it 
is. God made mangof all the works of his hands, 

* to be the neareſt _to himſelf, and:hath. fitted his - 
o {| principles for a higher life; then that: which hath 
1, | the things of this world for its objet; but, man 

« | hath made himſelf like the Beaſts that periſh. We 
g Þ have given our ſouls into captivity to, onr{boe.. 
i= © dies, or rather,. we are fallen from ur Union-with 
e | God, and are gathered up into ,our ſelves, and. 
;.-4- become deprived of a folficiency. in ſeparatiog _— 
1, | from God ; thenit muſt needs be, that we 
gone. down into a lower ſtate than that which iN 
were made. to, ſhould find- norhing. but dilfatis+ "— 
- faction and emptineſs : here we are; by natnre;;-* © 
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. and hitherto we. have brought our ſelves by oft 
d | ſaking God. 

h Now the great inquiry will be,. what Remedy, 
? 
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da 
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there is for this our woful;cogdition 3; is there ©: 
any way whereby we may be delivered from. - 1x28 = 
miſery ? If there be, what way is it 7 Theſe words - -* ij - 
which I have choſen to ſpeak. to, do contain be... 2 


__ % 


Anfwer to this Inquiry. TIES I : 


© , Aequarnt. now thy ſelf with: him. and be at al ene, 
. thereby good ſhall come unto hee; .This i is.t he counts 
"ſel of one of Fob's three ſriends to bimin the time © 
* of his great affliQtion. . You have heard of the affili- - 
* ion of Zeb, and how bis three friends came 16.” 
* xcheve him. with their. Counſel ;, but) the: 
| who had « Commilſion from God to ty {h 
/ molt. with Fob, yet ſparing his. life, naade.;1 
| his Kino, who are t0 be be acongyt int 
to 2 
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rerfity, To = tos JG of bis f 
To the he'cries out of Rm ;ſerable con: 
| alt, *Chap:'16. 2./ And the” reat way of their 
out 5 him. CTY 'by mifapplying, by making 
Halſe'apy ication of true principles, In thei 
$ there are many. cxcelſent Truths ;. yet by 
-- hard' conftruing; and ungrounded condem- 
g' of him; rhey'by God are reproved, as not 
 Jhaving ſpoken the'thing that was right, Chap. 4T. 
Eb: 4; NE in many things their counſel was Turtable, 
8 _ 'ſeaſonable, 'of which fort, the 'words inthe Þ 
3 Xttnay be accounted. - In this Chapter Eliphaz F 
© had been inquiring into the cavſe of Fob's great 
> uffliftion, and: holding this for an "undeniable 
.- Principle, that-the righteous God, being the gteat 


-... Aſpofer of affliction, did .bring this evit-upon }. * 
* kim becaufe of his fin ; he matured the /5y 4 
neſs of his fins, by the greatneſs of iMiaons + D 
E- He made account, becauſe Gods hand wa "gone 
forth if an extraordinary manner againſt Fob, | © 

E there was ſome extraordinary "guilt 
1 him; ver/, 5, B13. And thou ſay v8 How | ©: 


God judge through the dark clouds ? ” This we | © 
RE: ho kisapprehenſion” of Feb, as'one under great | _ 
= ion; becauſe of his great fins; and the Text ||. 
b: F B e; _ bs Eliy' :az, his counſel to Fob, under this chara@er; |} © 
end fo*'is ſuitable advice to thoſe that are under 
hiekneſs, -or great afflictions, and that _are-pnder 
bf "the guilt of 'great in., 

I LL tquaint thyſelf with him, and be at peace, theres 
- b good: ſhall come. unto thee,” The 'words are a | 
-* Dottrine for the' ſoul under a fenſe of .its loſt 
© =. condition, with a Promiſe very comfortable upon | 
S 2 bo the embracing thereof. ; 

SRI -TheDodtrine i is, Aequains thy ſelf with hims aud Þ 
*% ane The Þ 
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In the Doctrine we are to confider the 4; and 


£ Ob ect, 


' The AR, Acquaint. 
The Object is Ged. 


DOCTRINE. 


So that the DoFrene is, To enter into acquaintance 
with God. This: Propoſition ſtands forth to the” 


view of every eyes that itis the Duty of man'to'*+**: 


be acquainted with God. | a en 
Now the firſt thing that is before us to enquire 
aſter, is, What this acqugintance with Goa #3,” |} © 
Secondly, to evidence and clear it to be the Di 
ty of man to acquaint himſelf with Gad... Acquain- 
tahce with God implyes ſeveral things. ol, 


z. Tt ſignifies a full and determinate knowledge." 


of this Truth, that there is a God, and ſo tokndw* - 


him, as to his Nature diſtin from all other beings. 


There is a, three-fold knowledge of God: © ch. 


I. A Rational, nr Ih” 

2. A Natural. - _—_— 

' 3. A Supernatural, | oY 5. STA 5 
F: Eirſt,there is a Rational knowledge of God, whicht*: * = 
isa clear diſcovery of an Almighty, All-ſufhieſs* ++ 
: Cauſe of all things, which is attained by 
-{Keaſonable diſcuſſing Power of the ſoul; which”: 
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rgueth from things that are viſible and fenlſible + >. 
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; _ into. the. 
F eoihed D. an innumerable. variety. of - 
: In tures, and. none of theſe having power. to's, 
E/ \. - makeitſelf; we ſee likewiſe ſuch an atcurate or- . 
-** der in-every particular Creature ; andinall the-, 
> gary en one With another, that we cannot bus 
clearly that there,is a Supream Almighty "Þ 
Cauſe. of all things, who hath by his power, | 
-brought forth all thing into being :. who-is., like- 
\ wiſe the moſt wiſe Agent, who by-his unſearch- 
” . able wiſdom, hath curiouſly ſramed every Crea- 
=”. tre, and by his wonderful Counſel hath ſet them 
# ioſuch-an- order, that they all ſerve one annother, 
"ill at length they all meet in man, as ja thecom- 
mon center. 
' Secondly, there i is a Natural bnowleds: - of God, 
which'is the. inward touch, and- mental ſenſation 
os Supream Righteous Judge, to whoſe trial we. 
3 feel -our ſelves. under an unavoidable bond, in 
"= "n g geod and evil. This is that which is, com- 
*% my called Conſcience - this a man finds in him- 
felf it 'at any time he have committed any ſecret 
9 whatſoever, which none in the world knows 
= but himſelf; he feels it to be a preſſure upon his 
Bk . aj as being under the examination of a power 
luperjor to himfelf. Now this. is nothing elſe 
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”. but a ſecret impreſſion that God hath made of | 

=  himſelf-upon the minds of Men, by which man I 

>= j5:bound: to ſtand- before the Tribunal -of God. F 
Theſe two ways of knowing of God were' y 

© 'clear to man.in his perfect ſcate, but ſince the f fall " 

of _” they are much weakened; and decayed. « 


"Fry, There is a ſuptrnary urel way " - 3 
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our tols by Adams fin, and that is b' $ extra-” 
'odnary Kevlar of himſelf in his holy Scrig 
tures: by theſe vve may come to have a; 

dear dilfin&t knowledge of God, both that he is; 
-. and vvhat he is.-- To theſe three vvays of lettingin® 
the knowledge of God into the ſoul, three mentaf* 
Facts of the ſoul do anſwer, BOW Dt 
-* Þ © Firſt, A Rational-Diſcourſe, by vvhich vve-find 

| out God by the Creatures. * 25:98 
* . Secondly, An inward ſenſation, which feels God 
as juſt in- good and evil. / 55S, 
The Third mental A is Faith vvhich' for: its 
- | Foundation hath the Word-of God. > pK 
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| There isa Fourth vvay of knowing Goevvhich. 2 
_ | is by experiment; vvhich is vvhen God manifeſts. 
- himſelf to his peculiar ones, and lets out the 
. - knowledge of himſelf to their Sovls; as wwhen".% 
the Sun breaks forth vvith a. bright ſhining 4h a - | 


cloudy day ; but this belongeth rather to another "= 


head, - - At 
Thus-you ſee the firſt thing imployed in this'ac» 
quaintance with God, wvhichis the Jowelt. , - 
Yet hovv many are there that have little. ar 
quaittaice with God in theſe figns? May vye not 
come to: many vvho profeſs they knovy God;-and 
yet among all their thooghts, they have had fevy 
or none to ſatisfie themſelves: concerning him'? 
Hovv groſs are the' 4pprehenſions of . ſome co1- 
cerning God ? Some. men reſiſt and ſtifle that” 


- thoſe, Row, 1.20. they did not like to retain God |. 


4 #" their knowledge: and: God gave them. over to-*.. 
©» 2 Reprobate mind, or a mind ,void of, judgment,.-* 
Fas the vvord ſignifies, Others have lived all ther?” 
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Natural knowledge that they have of God,;ſuch-as' 
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wvenot been led the. "ſcams to Tie Fun: 

: wa meat their time in, other things,” and lit- 
= inquire i into'the word of God, by which they 
may be led to the knowledge of him ; But woe ro 
"thoſe on whom the fury of the Lord ſhall be poured out, 
*: bepanſe they know tot God, Jer,10,' 23. ' 

F. Secondly, Acquaintante with God, imployes 
frequent acceſs unto God, We do. not uſually 
xeckon our ſelves acquainted with any: perſon, 
». by abarc knowledge that ſuch a perſon there is, 
b and'that we are able to give ſome General De- 
ſcription of him; but when we ſay weare ac- | , 
-quainted with any, it is underſtood that we have | ;, 
been in ſuch a ones company, we have come to | 
tym, andþeecn with him: ſuch is our acquaintance 
to be with: God, 

Under this. Head 1 ſhall ſpeak, Firſt, Of rhas 
ſeparation that is of the ſoul from Ged, 

Secondly, Of the return of the ſoul to God. Ms 

*: Thirdly, Of che abiding of che foul with God, 

Firſt, Of the ſeparation and diſtance of the ſoul 
Ee” from Ged.- That corrupted eſtate in which every 
L* _, mancomes intothe. world, is a ftate of ſeparation 
=. from God. This diſtance is not to be underſtood 
as a Phyſical Natural Diſtance, for, ſo God is near 
to every one of us'by his Omnipreſence, & by his 
an Power, ſuſtaining us in our being and adti- 

Atts., 17. 27, 28. Though he be not 'tar from 

every one of us:;; far in him we live, move, and bave 

uo But this is to be underſtood, 
''' Firſt, 'Of a moral ſeparation from God, Therei iS a 

t ſtrangeneſs betwecn- our ſouls and. God.;: 

e reckon our: fehves to hays. little to do. with 
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_. Secondly, . this ; ſeparation may be underſtood 


* of a Zudicial, Diſtance, at which Godhath ſer fin- _ 

' ful man from himſelf. Man is kept out from 

- as being' unfit to approach to him in his ſinfulneſs 
and impurities, and that is either in this life, 'in 


which condition every one is, :7/! he be. made mgh 
by Chriſh, and ſet before the Father without ſin um 
bi :, till they are barn again of the Spirit, & juſht= 


© fied, and ſanfified by Chriſt, Epheſ. 2-13. Tethat 


ſometimes were afar off,, where made near by the blood 


. 'of Chriſt. Here this judicial ſeparation is the exe--. 
; cution of that terrible ſentence,, Depart from me 
. Je curſed mts everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil 


and bis Angels, Mat. 25, 41.'Thus ye ſee the 
Diſtance at which man'is from God, which is no 
Phyſical, but either Moral or. Judicial, ' = +; 

Secondly, When .ye are thus ſeparated from 
God, if we will be. acquainted> with him, there is 
requireda returning, to God. Acquaintance.doth 
neceſlarily..imply an Union: Now where-mere 
wasaformer ſeparation and d:ſtaxrce, there 18H 


quired a motion to compliance, and a return ets 


ther in both parties, or in on&at leaſt : fo that 
before eyer .we can be acquainted with Goa, there 
muſt. bea forſaking our former diſtance, the {+ 


| paration mult be be removed. . Now God hath'done - 
* what could be conceived, and beyond what could 


be expected towards the-reducing of-us, to an unk- 


- on, with himſelf; whereas he. might juſtly bave - 
\ thru& us away frpm him for ever, and 
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ty by fi, tht is Holine cannot en 
ely fet open' + door of 


|. "Hope for our return : he-Gid not come thus nigh 
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"to bi very ey felt, but they yyere turned a” 
vvay trom him, 


Bs Wl aport bis neck, and kiſſed him, Hereinhave'vve 


and are bound in chains of datk- 


. "neſs to the Judgment of the great day: it is im- 
b- - . pofſible for them! to retnrn ny tore And fd 
©. MR vvould have" been for us, ha 


not God made it 
affible by an a&t of Free Love; and he hath 
k&wife revealed his biker +. 1-41 to receiveus if 
vycreturn, yea, his earneſt defire, Thaw ye, why 
will ye die ?" Yea, his rejoycing-in our return,” as 
aFather rejoyceth to receive a prodigal Son: that 


 hath' departed from him. But that God ſhould 


: 


| here to clofe vvith us vvhile vve retain our 


'zmpurities, and remain at a diſtance from him, -it 


F 


-- is !mpoſſible, becauſe of the onchangeableneſs 


and fimplicity. of bis Nature, and becauſe of the 
purity and” exatneſs of his Holineſs ; 'it muft 
| ali on follovv, that a yielding and 


rn muſt be on our parts, or elſe there: isno 


poſſibility of compliance betvyeen God and us, 


after that vve' have forſaken him by fin. _ And 
zhis is molt righteous and equal; for man did 
forfike 'God, God did not forſake man; man 
made the difference ; man ran ayvay from” God : 
God follovvs man as far as his Holineſs and Un- 
changable Nature vvill permit him; he calls"to-. 


© -sto return, he is ready to fnect and i.ibrace. vs 


in thearms of his Love, and to ieceive us into 


acquaintance yvith himfelf, as the Father inthe 


Parable. met his prodigat *on, Luke 15, 20: He 


p bin afar off, & had compaſſion or! bim, ran ad 
ſhadovved 
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þ coreccive returning. inful man* but as the Pro-. . 
 digal Son Bl) to his Father, Os 
\retarn to God. . Now it is fin that ſeparates be-: | 

tween us and God, and keeps good things from 

'us,. 1/2. 59-. 2. Tour iniquity bath ſeparated berween 

you and your God, avd your: ſins bave hid his face. - 

from you * Therefore while we. cleave to-our lins.. " 

,vve ate ſeparated from Gad : till vve are ſeparated, . ©» 

' from our fins, vve cannot be united to.God. . That: Y 

ye {ce our ſeparation from God, and-our neceſſity 

of returning to. God, before rhere can be any ac-. 

\ quaintance vvith him. pena 

Thirdly, To our acquaintance with God, is x&- 
quired an abiding vvith God We reckon not our, © ©: 
ſelves acquainted yvith any perſon upon the. firlt. - 
meeting, or when there hath paſſed but a vyord. 
or two between us ;- but it is ſuppoſed to acquain»: 
tance, that vve have, made. a © conſiderable. ſtay, + . 
yvith him; and have had frequent accel$ to- him... 

| Thus it is between God and us: :. vve muſt not only 
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come to him, but abide vyith-him, or elfe vye ſhafl. 
mever be acquainted-yvith him, 7ob. 8. 23. If ye- 
continue 12 my Word, then are ye my Diſciples. $0, 
ſay, if you return to God, - and: continue vvith ,- .. 
God, then ſhall ye be acquainted vvith hih indeed. 
Acquaintance, lignifies not & bare. Act, but- a 
State or Habit, Now: this is the difference: bg--*. 3 
"tween an AR and a State ; that an, Act 15:pa + 
and. is gone; but a State ſignifies an. abidings..-- = 
and continuance, There may be 2 diawing' 
nigh to God, without abiding: ny 
| ing yvith God, upon ſome deep Qnvickion, at - —=5 
F. Rrange providence, or eminent danger; as. it is" --- 


| Jaid; . 1» their affetion, they will ſeek, me fo Wo To28 
I yo, w \&t- 15-4 
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God which. key cqaibilibde k.: : 
| ng with him, - Thoſe that are acquainted with 


g 4 tes life know theſe. things what they are, 


hat they are the greateſt realities.in the 


- world; they know that ſometimes there vis a 
greater nearneſs of their ſouls to God, they are- - 
ſenſible of the approaches of their heart to God; 


and of tlie withdrawing of theit fouls from God; 
they know what it is for the ſoul to feel the ap- 
s of God, and his ſmiles fill their: ſouls 
| inſpeakable Comfort: And to , feel God 
rawing from the ſoul, this clouds their joy, 


and" makes them go mourning : They -car tell- 


ou at ſuch a time they were brought unto his 
g-houſe, and his Banner over them 


Oo FF 4g They'can tell you at ſuch time Chriſt 


cameinto his Garden to cat his pleaſant Fruits : 


«at ſuch a'time they heard the voice of their Be- 
loyed, ſaying, Open lo Fre, my Siſter, my Spouſe, | 


Love, my Dove, my Vndefiled, And when the 


=. ſoulhath negleRted this knock of Chriſt to open” 
=. to him, that then he hath withdrawn : 7 opened to 


- Beloved, but my Beloved had withdrawn him- 
if and was gorie. Theſe things are the experien- 
ces of a precious child of God, 'which'T fear- are 


IE little felt, and1ittle known amongit1 us: but where 
"theſe things are not, there is No @cquarnrance with 
| God, For, 


Firſt, Til 199 ag know him, 


3 * 58 a- : 


They arav migh to bi, ohiy have near - 


ws, 
CON- 


'unto/ himſelf, ſo .the viſible Church of -God is 
TEarer to. him then. thoſe that are not. of -.the 
Church. There is,.a. nearneſs of ;Dedication a- 

mong us by Baptiſm. But all this. may be with» _ 
out . Acquaintance. There is therefore .xequired 
to our Acquaintance with God, an intimate; con- 
verſe with God... We: have great. converſe with 
thoſe who are. of the Family, or ſociety With, us 
Now ſuch is our acquaintance with God, as thoſe. 
who are of his Family, God is called. the Father 
of the Families of- all the earth : and the vihhible 
Church is reckoned 'as Gods Family ; but. in. a 
great Family there may be little, Acquaintance 
with thoſe perſons which be of, remote”. employ- 
ments : but to acquaintance with God there mult 
be ſuch a relation as implies - familiar; conyerſe, 
This .intimacy that . the people of -God: have-to' 


F him, is expreſſed by the neareſt relations in-Scri 


| rote. As Abrahan is called The Friend of God, + 
F > Chiton, 20, 7, 7eboſhapsar praycs unto God, and.” £4 
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Ig "Is. 4 ng cally ou not op R but yh 
- > | for the ſervant kwows = what his Lord doth; yas 
” © "Thave callpdyon Friends, for all things that Thave 
hear, EXE Fhave made kyown unto You. 
"No! d is commonly underſtood: « ſtate 
of Tk and” fociety- one with ;another, . And 
- this intimacy is expreſſes likewiſe by the relation 
of Hinband and ife, 1/a. 54.5. F&- thy aher 3s 
bnbgroar-e8y Hof. 2.7. Then ſhall ſhe ſay, I will go 
and" retwrn. to my Huiband, for then was it better 
with me than now,. by hasband there:is meant God. 
> Andthe whole Book of the Canricles is a relation 
- of the mutual converſe betwixt God & his people, 
”, hctwixt Chriſt and his-Church, under the relation 
of a Fridegroom and his Spouſe. Now. what 
', converſe more intimate than between; Husbandg 
" an# Wife? Such is that between afoul acquainted 
_ With God, and God, Apain, this is ſhadowed out 
_ tous er the relation of a Father” and his Chil- 
Uren, 1 John ;. 1. Behold, whar manner of Love the 
hath beſtowed upon us, that 'we ſhould be cal- 
ed his ſons! Andthe holy Spirit is given to. be the 
Ho 4 Adoption. in rhe hearts of Gods peo ys 
Rom, 8. 15, 16. Te have received the ſpitit if 
tion, - whereby ye cry, Abba, Father, The ſpirit 'it 
 felf beareth witneſs with our ſpirir, that we art the 
.. children of God: What is ſignifi'd by this Relation, 
- but a nigh Union and intimate conyerfe between | 
*  thefoul Ta God ? And this is neceffary to. our | 
- mance wi God, even intimate "Oe i 
2B with | 
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; ” the ſame, then are we ſaid fo cOnVe; * With Oo - 
s F when wearc employed about thoſe things' VINere- 
- Yin God is moſt, When there is, as it. were, 


mutual commerce and trading berween the ſvi 
— and qGod ; man p'viog himſelf. up to God,” | 
.'God-giving himſelt out to than; man ta | 


—_— = 


the intereft of God, and God undertaking for the 
' intereſt of man ; theſe & ſuch re gan, 6 he 
converſe which the ſoul hath with God, I ſpeak'of 
things which the men of the. world are-not'at- 
quainted with ; . but thoſe that are acquainted with 
| God, know theſe things, and upon the menition of 
them, their heartsleap within them, As face an-. 
ſyercth to face ina:glaſs, ſo experience anſwet- 
eth.theſe things. When this ſtring is ſtruck, 'their- 
hearts do harmonize; as when a Lute-(tring. 
Kruck, the' other ſtrings of nigheſt concord 'wj 
it move-alſo;, But theſe things area myſtery to 
the world, and they fay as thol& of Chriſts word, 
 We-know not what he ſaith. And it is ho wonder, 
for they arc the aings of a Divine life, tai hich 
all are naturally dead, till they are raiſed W new- 
neſs of life by th- quigkning of the ſpirit of God, 
But Tproceed tro ſhew what is meant by. this ac- 
quaintance with God, +=" TB 0h 
. Fourthly, To this Acquaintance with God, 
there js . required a mutyal_, Communicatidh, 
. Where there /is acquaintance Between © tran and 
man,. there hath been a mutual Ioterchange of 
conference and diſcourſes. - Thus When the ſout i 
- acquainted with God, there is aft Ifterchan : 
of conference between God: and the foul: "Ik 
#F- foul opencth - its wants, breaths out" its 
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Err hi ogr barony Wire in his $ 
. icliMynes of his precious Promiſes, af 
[erets of his good Will to the foul. = 
*j2$. Tg The ſecrets of the Loyd is with the; 
Fs ard he will ſhew them his Covenant. Ga. 18 
7s "The Lovdl faith, ſhall T hide from Abral$pi th 
"th that 1 do? Thoſe 'that -are friends ahd 'ac- 
quaintance,) they will let out theit thoughts and 
'parp zoſes one to another, and they Save out them- 
elves (mutually _into communion - one with ano- 
ther. Thus Chriſt knocks at the- door of the 
Foul, Rev. 3. 20. Bebold, I fland at the dody and 
knock, *- if any man hear my woice and open the door, 
T will come in. *nd ſup with bin, and be with mt 
_ Hereis Chriſt offering himſelf to the ſoul; andthe 
= . foul isto entertain him: at another time thEſoul 
+ goes to God, and God entertains it; God hath 
"= that he will open, at. 7. 28; Knock, 
and'it ſhall be opened unto you ; nd” to, him. that 
knocks it ſhall. be opencd. There arc ſeqpent Y 
+ ions among thoſe that are acquainted ; And by 
expreſſed to us the acquaintarice of the 
ſoul with God. - 
| Pia the Communicatibns that are between 
the ſoul and God, are exceeding tranſcending all 

- communications that are between mens 0.2 if 
(- ragce, Men may, communicate their thougfits, 
©. Their cſtates, their aſſiſtance to one- avoir; but 
=. they cannot communicate their life, 'nor their 


Z tions- LS egeen a0 2 the ſout that 
; acquainted! with him. All being is a commu- 
Ea her from God the firſt being "ay, the ſeye- 
ral” degtees of being, have ſeveral © 
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nature, nor theit likeneſs ; but. ſuch communica- * 
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Mitrs'vs' the/Humane: Native in i Chri&;:- 


- ofohths him to'the Father; ' Thus. Chit 7s; 
faid to live in us;* Coloſ7 2:20. «tives. Pad 
jet" not” 1; -bag! Chriſti: liverh un (ene; = 
ays the Father for'his:Childrety. thar thay>niayp 
one, 4s thou F _ art ine; 4antheegrrbac 
they be one in us, 4. 149 2r,;& Joh. 74: op 16. 
oſocver ſhall Fa Shin Fefois 33 +b4 Sor of Gia 
Gd dwetleth in biz, - aud bein Gud He this: dwitl- 
ws in love, Alelleth in God,2 Pet. 1, 4.We argiflugiea; 
_ ifehe” Divine Narure,: This pong 
plye $ high communieatzon- of: \Godi to 
Aid! there are-highaAxafc 


icatian 
nah to God (for Godrecaives.oQt Farms 
man, yet man'is- to aCt-as: giving our: hiniſelh; 20, 
God; Yſuch-as to wire wy tho to Godbwill, Ag! 


Bon. of  Eli.-18444 to. Dand let him da hor Snok) 
ini £dod; And that bf.Dawd, [2 Sant 15.1 7 
thus {ay Thave wo delight in. thee, hath, pod an 
I, let ide with ore as ſeemech good tutor, (2 |, (1 
' Another at; of bigh Communicatian of 8 mans» 


ſelf to God;is parting with, preſent oats 4 
for furture 'hopes, in confidence of :Gods pr 


 BOod @ readineſs to: forſike: Father or | Mather; 
Jand: Brethren and Sifter anti dife It; {elf for; the: 
 Fravfe of God. © Thus. Jo Ba0E was:wiiling 
Ft d become: Naching: il bs befem 
br - , 26:be: caſt es 00 
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Thvs:the Spicirof God: works:in the: dildreti-of po 
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SF | | : And ſp: it is _ ; 
FF jy mſg ; Never any foul was ac-}} 1 
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nagar: pan ya to: God; 1 - therefore- very 
few-are- acquainted with God; but' all thar are 
- ks > arora with God, are 'ettemies to God.J.. 
: fs: uld come: to a perſon that is not acquain- 
_— OEON and ſay, Thou-art an. cnemy* to 
5 erg would':ſcem a heavy imputation : but} 
IP it freely, thoo, whofocver thou art, that 
.. art not {rthou with” God, thou art an enemy 
2 -t6" God ; forthou art ſtiltas thou we'rtborn :#but 
-” .- weare all enemies ro God according to-our cor- 
<S rope nature, and abide cnemies till wecome -to'be 
Kcquaigted wo ono Love i and”; 
INF quali wit are height 
ye A one another. Tink, Grd leth into.the ſoul - 
a. by is a'pandial diſcovery. of hiaſelh,! "1 


for this, 
me gy ry" i boi X to tio | 
| * hhfiger®: ro comprehend with all Saints, ; 
" by length, and breadth; ani depth” an p 
Mm -- &.p wn the love of God which aſſet all 
_ ffand, might be filled with all' the 
LO « 0 f Gee. : Th los "fits Caf 
- comprehend orioys.'d ovetirs 0 
-atid the diſcoveries of Ggd,” 'doth” heighten © 
love to God.” Acquaintat with God; 
Weonto od asin Job, 3. 2; wang ji 


hess, And our lj to God, as it makes ys the. 


- delight of God, fo it makes dy pn in God's 
Arg {xs like 


OA Rn 
not love 'us Wn a loye' of Zi 
are like him, ndr do we love G 
| like God." Now our beholding, 
ainted with'him, is 6 rear 
-mudelike to God, 2 Cor, 3.18, Pe * 
fact, behalding as ini a glaſs, the phos Lord, 
- BYe changed into the ſame fangs Jon, {6 
ry, tven;as by rhe Spirit of the 
fee that love' is likewiſe bande, jk out: uC- 
*qutaintance with God, withour It tb dequaintance. 
-T have inthe firſt part, ſpoken ofthe Nature of 
a6 majahage with God {n five WOR.. Thete 
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- ... The. next. thing. ſhopld be, to ſhew. that.mari. is 
'to Þe acquainted with God , -bur we: {will gr 
take” a. review of theſe things. - We have tak: 
eſe things into. our: vaderltandings z. now. Jet 
"us fet our hearts to_ theſe things, for in. theſe 
Ihings4s the life of Religion, If there be acquain- 
tance with God, then groſs wickedneſs drops off, 
gy rules from an; ulceratcd, body, 'when the con- 
ſtitution of the. body is mended. In: acquaintance 
ith God will, be your only, true comfort. in' this 
E- life; and the perſecti of it, 1s the very happi- | 
% nefs c ' Heaven. Let us then behold, tfl,our hearts Þ - 
4 Farneftly defire,.. till: our ſouls be drawn out after I 
acquaintance with God, If God: be to be known, Y* 
to;heapproacked. unto, to be conyerſed with by Y- 
ME, will-he communicate himſelf. to.me? andl Y- 
*- my felt to him, . Oh that he wonld love me, that. by 
Imight, love him ! Oh blefſed are they thatknaw F 
IM; a5. they, are known of him! Jr is good for 
4 Ne. to. draw nigh to. him. A: day an his Court | 
- Fheager than athouſand elſewhere, My ſoul lang- 
; erh, ye farnteth for. the Courts of the Lord, Wo | 
heaxt and my fleſh cryeth- out for the living 'God, 
Bier \&]-were received into converſe with God ! 
that I might hear his voyce,..and. ſee his .counte- 
nance, for his yoyce is ſweet; and his countenance 
comily! Oh that I might communicate my ſelf to 
£30d, and. that he would give himſelf tome ! Oh $ 
k that] might love him! that I were fick of Love ! 
- - - that might dic. jo love! thati mijgh loſe my ſelf 
- - im his Love, as a-ſmall. drop in; the-unfathom- # 
{/. ts depth -of his. Love !. that 1 ms IveD in | | 
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"9 aint: now Here thy" ſelf 'with God, "nid © 
yo oY: 6 ſhalt 'g it on We now * 
opt thing, "which'is to evidenGet” 
"td ths duty "of an; to aoquaint himſelf; 
| God, This cheh is that inro-which the whole Serip- , 
pure runs, 'as irito @common*Channel,!. The Suhp 
ures are a diſcovery bf Gods procecdings2wi 
_ dn under” double Covenant;/ and! this ts" 
rat deſign of God in both Govetiants, The firlt 
ovenant-! was,” Thit while Wait did remains $2 
þ other to God, God wokld" gove man ; fre land ans 
| ate acquaintince | with himſelf. But: if tare; 
-diſobeditnt;'then he ſhould -be difpolſcſeq' 
an interelt jn God, and-of Communion 'with' 
bi / which was "that death-ahreatied dir the! 
| a forbidder Fruit. | The death of' 
= isits ing ſeparated from the'Soul, but the dcath* 
-'of: the Sovl, is in- ſeparation frons Go3;-2Ne 
immegiarely upon Adam: tranſpre(ſon;,” man3bes! 
vnacquamred with /Gbd j' ſo that vp6nthe* 
© hearing of the voice of the Lord, "they bid" thine.” 
elves from' 'the preſence of the' Lid, anng. this 
trees if the eatden. What a woful caſe is mann -,.» 
tufally in? ' tle” bathy loſt His ncquaſhtante With 
God, .and was ink way, never;' hever tg recover” 
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- | ®: vpon Gods apt oach heflees. "Ag ſochis the! 
, nature -of all ſin;'4t puts a thn into a ion” oY 
\ #; to greater fins: Every departuve from GH * 30" Wy 
[ | Uines*towards' a: greater, / 1n'the! firſt TIN 12M 3 
f | this-/is thewhole of- it; fit is" both a comma na4? " 
4 { oSoigh ro: God, and'a promiſe of a 4 
: # nigh to them, and a threatnihg of Gods 1 «x 
4 Lea uy far- from him, mn breaking the fir Ne 
- | C'3 -Covchant 5 


3 v#,55X If 


+ —M.or. . oo - con 

E.. r former. apprebenſi- 
"o ER: How. Fein have for A gen om- 
Jy uy 3 torment in 't . ts 
of So Woe ing nigh to.God, they 1un 
vey from him; Inſtead + converſe. with God, 
ey, chooſe never .to-have to do with bim-more ; 
3 ultead of ; giving-themſelves vp to. God, - they 
F j ne ge would bave hid themſelves 
* from. God. - Acquaintance with God-is the: ſum 
of the firſt Covenant; unacquaintance with God 
is Tau yr miſery, of the; breach of the. Govenant, 
is. likewiſe the great deſign and purpoſe of 
in. the ſecond * Covenant, - The ſecond. Co- 
>: 44g is this; . When God: beh4Jd man in a mi- 
ſerable condition,. by reaſon of the breach of the 
Firlt Covenant, inthe. unſcarchable.riches. of his 
odneſs, according to the | eternal purpoſe of 
good. Will-rowards Man, he made an agree- 
| & with. his Son to;ſend him- amonglt a'gene- 
ration of ſinful Men, that if he would undertake to 
bring them back, into. acquaintance .with. the Fa- 
ther ; he was willing and ready to receive them 
again xp Gyo:th intance ben oy the rap be- 

ing-rhe. expreſs Image of his Fathers wi 
perſon, hath the fame. good will to man- oh 
- _ the Father, and js ready: to cloſe) with-bis Fa- 
b ny propoſals ;-and ſo enters into. 8 Covenant 
2 I th the Father. 10. ſatisfhe Divine Juſtice, and 


= y Sin, and to -take away. the: middle 
of | = Ang to. recoyer..a | choſen gene+ IN. 
"on, and to bring them back. again: "to. God, #- 
Thus - he - became the the head of anther Cave» 
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feed, bo jog: "bag 


and his: >: 


the ſecond: Covenant was: put.into forer| 
intothe hands of the Son, the. ſecond Agar «1 


+ 


gn and purpoſe: of this; ſecond }Coyenans 


reference to:majis acquaintence with wi Gob, = i 
This is held-forth: to us in; that parabl Ea 


. ſheep, Luke: 15 45. When: 1ht- 
one ſheep, be. leaves the fc Tor dhette 
which was loſt, So when nijan'was Rn Jo 
ſus Chriſt leaves 'all, -co/tecover and-fe 
that. which was loſt, Were 4# gon aſtray. ys lef 
| Prep, as David faith of bamfelf, Pal. 319, 
33 come to feeck &- to ſave that! which was laſt, juke 
19. 10,.and Wheſ, 2; 43, 14. Bucrmw »1:G hro{trfoy 
fus rbey who ſomttimes were- afar-off , are: 1nade i 
by the blood of Chriſt ; for he #5 0ur peact; who 
made both one. 1n-veric-the:; nth,-isa ecfription 
of our ſtate without Chriſt, being: aliens from the 
Common wealth of ifrecl, being þ aired Fram the 
. Covenant of promiſe, aud having no hope, and weth- 
out God in the world, - This is a deſcription, of ,qur 
gnacquaintance with -God. But Chritt makes up 
the breach, and that by a double AR. 
-- Firſt, by Covenant with the Father, to make 
man fit for communion with tim. 
': Secondly, His giving man afſirance that the 
_ Father will receive him upon. his return. 
Sorp then is the great defign in; all thoſe glo+ 
 decompliſhments of Chriſt ; for this heck 
s Fathers boſome, that = might bring us iate 


+ _ acquain- 
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rap» ener ak 7405 m ade oth. Jſe >Þ 
fr; Covenant was broken in S134 thametor c 


Lord from heaven, Now I ſay... that: dhegrende 


| 8 
th SEED of Reba at Ts 
an 
Ties _ Et A artorig. Toads+aiid 
erptts out, Rey of-any 
ne them; Ob: 4/5 gu erars- 
i 1+ F NALT bs with" you ? How Toe hal 
1yau'? For this'did he make himſelf an offer- 
oo thar by. taking away fin, the might bririp 
nentoTy30oc -\ This" iv the great-purpoſe of Chril 
: | I offices," Ye" have ay of. the three 
Offices of the Mediator; that he'is Prieft,. a. Pro- 
-ahid*a- Kirt, This is*the-end of the Prieftly 
Mace: The purpoſe'of -Chriſts: offering-up him- 
TSS. .-: of] Sheree, was by ſatisfying the juſtice. of 
©. "Got; 16 make way ..for- finners' return to'-Gad. 
b-- This is the end of 'his prophetical Office, to:lcad þ 
E: mich mo knowledgeand acquaintance, with:God. 
Thane ofthis Kingly. Officez that gover- 
ning them; ard tofing their hearrs by his/Spirir, | 
he might effeQually*bring men' to::God; $080 I} | 
ng vith -him!- /Now' then, frnce © this. is 
the great defign of God: in-his great-difpenſation 
towards man, to keep men in acquaintance-with 
himſelf, .and't6 reduce him when het had Joſt-it; 
£doth' it--not- concern-'us to do” our (part faiithe 
efinging to paſs this great work??-[ſhalt-Goduſe 
* L is end in Heat us, and in ſetting mai th! ar " 
8 Ei > .- W S 
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Tea weker fortaken boa >: chal | Oh "A 
© his Fathers boſom to bring us'/home-to | 
oe and” ſhall: we wefuſe+ to' geturn?” hc i 
out” his ſoul;7 an-offering for fin;"ichat the | 
gt make way for oupacteſs toi God,” Tharape . 
tbe weve far off; miylt he wade; tuginby thekioa? * 
of -©hrift ? - and ſhall wie frufttaterall by vur-ce- 

ing to go to-hinn'?” fhall:Chriſt come and dffce 
vs his he p and direction:'to-come to: the Fatber, 
amd ſhall ve abide ttill ſtrangers # Shall the; Kings 
'S6rrcotne into opr! Cottages tocinvite/vs/ to dwell 
with'is Father av: Court, -and- ſhalbwe: ſhit! the 
4607 upon him; ——_ Os: hateer 
than kia ay, fro" Ap -, 

Secondly; It:is''t vt 0 man toi Hamil 
himſelf ahh God, iuodetplefas by Noo : 
medt [ofi his higheſt -cxcellengy.; * Every/onemace _ 
knowledgeth antexvetlency- in man; above allahe * 
reftof this lower-wdyld 1- Now what: 15 'this £xecl- 
lency of. man? Is:it npt that he:i$:made inaicipa- 
city of knowing Godz» and enjoying God, and/ba- 
'Þ ir; emurEnas ;with2God ?. 'Fhis is:the 
| isglory,-/Jer.'g. 2345 24.5'T bus Jarth r4. fwrd, 
_ Mot the wiſe man x tory 519 bit wiſdom, -ltt notihe 

y man glory #bes might, nor: thirrichs wan $2 
mon chal let. biz the: terienh! g6ory 48) the, 
that he walerſtands ard khnowetb\mes that 1 wwyhe 
{Lord that /exerciſe:louing:hindneſs,\ and ri hreouf- 
neſs in the earth, and judgment, fers theſe x 
11 getight, ſaith the: Lord.- Yee ſee bere,.wher 5 
po orys for which he:ma "ve hindhes 5 
rous. - In his und t 44 
, nan ſtandeth above the 
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ret , the--greater.is the ellancy, | 
-- that things now in this we reſemble God more, 

_ hy other Creature, v trans we art: ne 
ay 3 4nd't higheſt ove- 
: |. Bens nn mer manis in the oh T: 
8 donkey and acquaintance with Gad, Prov..20. 
=. 29 £ man 41 Called the 'c of" tbe 

"that is; ii light ſet up in the;\ſoul,. to 
the ſoul ton diſcovery 'of. God; This. is the 
: & improvement of. our greateſt cxcellency, 
andthis is the excellency \ofaus acre er Rees 
- cures; this is that ry one man excels ANO- 
ther.” Who =" whoſe! names art as precj- 
-- ousointment poured forth ? who are; thofe! which 
have-:obtained © a /good report 2. Are | not they 
thoſe who :were. moſt acquainted with.) God:!; 
NL ſaid to. walk with God ;. an expreſſion 
mntimate acquaintance with;God ; 
and ke hn was. tranſlated thar be ſbonld \not fee 
death. © And Noah, whoſe: family, alone was pee k 
Terved when God deſtroyed ral old - World by 
water, che was faid to. walk with-God, Gen. 6: 9. 
| all the fons of men he kept cloſe-to God; 
and God-took care of him alone. Abrabam who 
was the Father of the Faithful, he was called: its 
Froend of -God, \ Moſes who was the Mediator af 
>< old Covenant, ww ”— _— 6. wares 
| ace 0 fate, 454 AN fe to | 
b | Akenentin of man more, who were the: ex- 
= [ che earth becauſe they did 
>” in Godyind PT TE 
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Lretiees's Lark, 't, ple of f 
and the Eord bearkned and beard & per grnhs + 
of remembrance was 3,1 for theme thas fel; b TB 
3% th ants that” thought xpon bis” tiame-: EY: -4 
fob be mine, ſaith t 154 Hoſts, in'"the-* 
when [make oy Ye fee how God 
hts'of choſe thatare of his acquaintince;ike 
roger ad ke of God, "and that 
| his name; he © reckons them emongls his jew- 
e& s his peculiar Treaſure : Such' honour baye'iafl 
fe that are acquainted with God, ' Ye fee then 
ecxce of min above'alt the reſt of the :0- 
ther Creatures. Now if man fail in this 13 
his higheſt excellency, he will become the vitelt of - 
Creatures. Everything if it fail in its' chiefeſt 
end and purpoſe; and hig clt excellency, becomes 
baſe ahd of noaccovnt :. If ſalt Loſe its favour (faitif 
our Saviour) ir i xvod far vorhiug,. If man have loft 
his acquaintance with' God; he 4; oncaforch geaod 
for nothing. ''The :mind' 'of mar; is his? eyey/'by 
which he-is' to! behold” God”; now 'Hf this:eye:be 
blind, if the light be darkne(s, /how great is that 
knoſs! The 'Fews in Exck'1511, arc likened 
to Vine, which; "if it be barren, is good forns 
uſt 3 Shall wood be taken thereof 'for any work? 
Wilris ftfor nothing bur'to burn. $0 it is imma; 
li ore uſe; and-excellency is his Þocrurrenn 
"with God : now'if he fajtyin this, heis good! for 
© nothing, Verily;/man'is' a baſe, "vide; worthleſs 
thing without acquaintance with + adn bh  Noneute |: 
leſs efteemed among" men; te hey that want . 
 wiſdometo converſe among one ure Joſt : 
| cteemed before God, has Whey that"know* him + © 
: an, {mats nor acquaiagance its him," 16c0d&_ 
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=. — Senen * nay he Boy Le if ths | \ 
= Fe owagh deformity; where rg rep; our 4c hiefch 
 _ beauty, the whole is accountedi as.a geforg 
piece... It concetns us then tolook:that ws kee 
- oh glory unſpotted, our' excelleney \in its: duel £ 
x *alue;' that we do'not degrade our ſelves beloy | 
what God hath placed us in. If 'we are- not:ag 
* PET. with God; our ſauls ſerve us to bi 
bo parppe: Tiscauſing the Soul-{;the Prince; þts pt 
—— , and to-ferve the body, which thovld: 
þ as zfervant ; it is'to let the candle of the” Lord 
durg out in; waſte,! 
', Another enforcement of: this doty of 
Acquaintance with: God, is" this,” If, we refuſe'ac;: 
c bros renin with-God, it is a dligbting- the greats 
quam all the mercies-thist God beitowes; Favors 
are to be valued; cither by their proper cxcelfen- 
- cirss: 67.:according £6 the gobd:avill of: him-that 
deſtoves chem 3 bath theſe wayesthis 1s to be ac- 
-the greate@@ of anerdies.- | In; Gods giving 
ts TJeave to be. acquainted with bim, heigives out 
hioaſelf to be known; to. be loved,-: to'be tonver- 
ed:with, -ro be enjoyed.! What greater gift can 
God give than himſelf ? God: is the portiofof his 
prope, be is the greatelt portion. the ſureſ;, tha Þþ 
_ the-qoly-durable:portian} (Thus 
they-that pO of him.-:? /al. 36/26; 
. By fleſh & wyrbedrt Faile ur Gd. the firinreh th 
fry here, and-portion;for ever Bad. 16: Fz 6. The 
#5 the porteornef yune- beans | lines 
Lao nes? pleaſant place; yew,, Yarvs axons 
aſſed 'are tbe people thahara jn futh {el 
| R6MG Ur actin ry 6: whoſe : God 33 tbe Lord 
great er 
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Ti vyl - de bel] Ur & wpoti rh ; 
of rela i: EE no000Y. ces accords: 
5 g.:o the excellency-ahd worth-of that kryrirry 
wn & red, it, isthe greateſt; if we value hy 
Ti 9t6 the good; will of him- that gives-it,. 
ppeat likewiſe; tobe the. greateit favour; The 
greatneſs of the good will of God in-giving him»! © 
Tl fro: be our acquaintance, js-evidentin the .na- 
” htc giſt. Aman may giye-his 'cſtate to 
p” mae hon his love 4s not very large 3 but he: 
'f never gives himſelf but upon; ſtrong - 
God-gives abundantly. to all 1 the- works | his: 
lands, he cauſeth the: Sun to ſhine) upon the/2e«/ 
vil; and upon. the good; and: the:rainto deſeend: 
the juſt and. the unjuſt : But it _cannat be 
coticcived; that he ſhould - give himſelf to. be.a. 
a Friend, Father, Husband, but inabug- 
of Love. Whoſoeyer | therefore ſhall ;xe- 
ſes acquaintance with God, flighterh- the. great= 
eſt favour that ever: God did, beſtow. upon (man. 
Now: conſider. what a high. charge: this.. js5; /to- 
abuſe ſuch a kindneſs from God, is. an act of the: 
preateſt vileneſs,- David was never ſo proyokeds 
as when the King of. Ammon abuſed. big kindnels 
\ in fiis' Ambaſſadors, after his fatheredeath.) - And 
{God is highly provoked when. his preateſt 'mer=, 
\Fies, beſtowed in the-greateR. love, are. rejeted;, 
-andicaſt away... What, ould God give. morc-and... 
better than himſelf? And. how heayy will this 
 Imputation be ! [Theſe are thoſc that look. upon 
| God; as not worth, being acquainted! with; 7; Lev. . 


i tefore. canfider.: how -we.-ſhall be «ble-.t9 - 
wonk to. theſe: We ye DOS. we: not., 
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bet us to acquaint our ſelves 

s with God, for- without it we are ageveiny: of 
> ny 

6 b- © ->iT: The | unacquainted with God is in a ne 


B fog yr. Epbeſ. 4. 14. Hayng 


a, alienated from: the life 
ignorance that is in them; bee 
== fe es mer ac ro 
every 't tan imagination 
red har ora th Rom.'-30-' 10j' 11; 
$3 non vighttous, no me oney; There-t; [hum 
" that wnderſtands, there is none that ſeeker F..4y 
God. Not-underftanding, nor fecking afrer * 
.is'the necefſary:cauſe that there is none doth good 
| Thefoul of on $a0-AQtive beirg, which xy con - 
tinually-in motion 3 if-it be. not in-motion t6-God 
and in God, it will be in motion fromtGogd; Hence 
it is that the rayer of the wicked-js an abomina- 
tion: that goes for prayer, God abhors, 
becauſe they are not acquainted with him, 7/a;” 1. 
5. The Ox knows his owner, and the Aſs his "Maſters 
, bur Ifrae] doth not krow me; ver, 13.' 14.-To 
-ſaithhe, your | aucenje 55 tboniinat ion wnto,: wie, 


ne new moons and ſabbathe, the calling z aſe 
Which Vn aoveng with; Sacks php 
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| rn he heard is Ao: #rov. Age Js: 
Tharyhe faxk be wichaue knowledge 45 701 good. And, 
there is no knowledge like-the knowledge of God, _ 
-Ahd acquaintance with: him, t0;make- the. heazr 
good, Hof. 4. 2, Begane there 157108 1y nth, nor mey= 
[no hnowtedge of: God #11 the land, therefore by 
forerig, and lying ,; and hllivg, and. fealiny,:- aud 
commutring adultery,rhey break ow, $G. Thus want 
" of knowledge of God,  andacqueintatice with God, 
we may plainly ſce, is the neceſſary cauſe; of fin, 


that of a neceſſity 
' Which it is ſaid tbey. carter ceaſe, from fumpmg, age 
called cw ſed childrex; He that chooſeth any = 
ther than sMiQion, doth. it through the blindneſs 
of his mind, 'This is laid as a heavy-accuſation; Fob 
39: 21, \For this haſt thon choſen rather thaz afflitttie 


folly imaginable. It is one great. part-of * 
the miſcry of Hell, that they never. ceaſe from:fin- 
ning; and this is the gtcateſt - miſery. on carth, - 
'F our being ſo much under the power of fin, | ap- 
' i peal-to any gracious ſoul thet hath the feeling -of - 
the' burden of fin; what- is it's great trouble and 
, forrow? is it not becauſe of fin ? What are his fe- 
"etetimoans to God ?. is it not- the fence. of y 
tion?! Ok wretched man that I aw, wid (h, 
| _ #6 from the bedy of this :denrb, ſaith; Pawh; Rong, : b 
' | Hehad been complaining of the-maſy; of, corup» =_7 
* tiow'that did - ll ye bard a "_ S 
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Now therc'is go:greater-evilion this fide Hell, then - :. © 
of finning,'a P*:. 2 14; Thoſe of : 28) 


.: To-chooſe iniquity rather than affliction, is the mY 


pod te; 


3 i the 4" wor i > =” Ac 
has if he hed boyd 9: king rott 
Grate! ewrerthed n:is the ſtate 'of ci 
+ foub ainted” with 4 ? -Who'can 'do-no-. 
Ee. br Agpt-ok becauſe; they "wane the right rule of 
= « ern of imitation, a right prin4 
” eiple for'i ow; Grfgttt object for action, 4 right. 
|. ' end fof Sing the only! affiſtance' of ation. {,1t 
6: - nh then 'as we 'mgke' any difference: be-; 
* —_ if wehave any reſpeRt unto 
by and. purity. before fin. and iniquity, to. ; 
= fee togebacquaintanice with God" becauſe. with-. I, 
_” uaincanos with God, we are ina wofob-gc- 
: effity' of finning.- tt 
"2; Without acquaintance: 'God;: tare 
tri a neceſſity of. miſery. | Indeed is 2 gredp mi- 
fery; Ftv Be in 6 necefiey; of ſmving, of ws 
of the neceſſity of miſery. Durbeies thr thr re 
# of miſery of /another; kind. Whitt 
> ge" 'preat irfiployment/ of -men i unacquainted 
with God ? Men labour in the very - fire, -and 
themſelves for very vanity, Habak,c I 13: 
This thas the miſery of men, becauſe they kyow-not 
God: But in verſ 14.:-there is:a promiſe of better 
days,” When the earth ſball be filled with the glory of 
rhe Lord; as the waters cover the ſex.  Then,and not 
till then, will there be a deliverance from- labour- 
ing- in the fire when theres the! knowledge -of 
God. The reaſon of it is, becauſe true ſatisfaction 
-  uhd peace cannot be, till: our; defires and-enjoy- 
_- ments area like; and thiscannot be, till-rhe foulls- 
—_—_— with God 3 For, nothing can filupthe 
res- of the: ſoul but. God, -' The ſoul of mani5s 
7 ſpacious, fo thatit cannot be filled withxhe , 
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18, $4 98 FR tt © 4TH =. es AIATES? -JoA8 
| f md 3; and while it ſeels- an emptineſs; ir till £2. "or 
es. out for more, and cannot be. filled tell it be. 

d with the fulncſs of God, Epheſ. 3. 19. © The 
prodig: ſon had nothing but husks to feedupon, ., 
when he was gon from his [fathers houſe ; he 
zould fain- have filled his belly with the husks, 
but could not; they were not food for- the ſou, 
When we are departed from God, we' have- no- 
thing to-feed on but the world,. and-we would fill 
our ſouls with' the world, but carinot; for-it is 
not food for the ſoul, :Acquaintance with God is 
the food of the ſoul, Job 23. 12. I have eſteemed 
the woras of his mouth, mort then my neceſſary'feed. 
So that a ſoul that is not acquainted with God, is 
famiſhed for want of food, r/al. 42. 2.- My ſeu! 
thirſteth for God, for the living God, When al [ 
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" come and appear before God ? David was acquain- 
" I ted with God, bur for want of an actual enjoy- 
" ment, how doth he here breath out the trouble of 
. his ſpirit ? As the Hart panteth- after the water 
| Llrooks, ſo panteth"my ſoul after thee O God,” The 
ſoul is ſtill panting. Some pant after the duſt of 
thecarth, 44mos 2, 7. Thefe were of the Serpents 
ſeed, whoſe curſe from God was, Duſt ſhalt thou 
"| cat: but the ſeed of Chriſt, they pant for God, and 
- Þ they that pant after God ſhall be filled with the 
fulneſs of God : but he that panteth after any thing 
beſides God, will never find any fulneſs : he will 
feed as upon the duſt of the Earth, And whatcan 
follow but diflatisfaftion- and miſery ?- Acquain- 
tance with God is the only way to be freed from 
anecelfity. of fin and miſery. | 
' Fifthly; Acquaintance with God. is the duty of 
nan, becauſe. God himſelf doth acquaint himſelf 
Fit man, Shall the Ring feek afrer ee 
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7 "aG+: meene-of ls abjects; and ti refatw gl 
© *quaintange [with his-Soveraign? ſhall God acl, 
-- quaint himſelf with man, 'and ſhall, not man ac 
quaint himſelf with God! It is expected amon 
men, that'the inferiour ſhould ſeek. for acquai 
- . tance with the ve; +2. and not the: Superic 
tothe inferiour; but yet God out of his wonder 
® ful love hath 'ſfought firſt to man for acquainſſ - 
tance. Thus Prov. 8. 31. it is faid concerning the 
Son of God, who is meant by rhe Eternal Wiſdom 
of the' Futher , that he rejoyced. in the habitable. part; 
of. the;tarth, and ts delight was with the ſons of - men, 

If God thus delights in converſe and acquaintance 

- with the ſons of : men, how. much more ought men 
ta. rejoyce in converſe and acquaintance... with 
God? Iſa. 65, 1. God faith, 7 am found of them 
that ſought me net, All men were departed from 
God, and not a man that did ſeek' after God ; 

- there is. none that underſtands or ſecks after God, 
" yet God. is: found of them. The ggod ſhepherd 
ſeeks his loſt ſheep, before the theep ſought him, 
Cant. 5 2. When the ſoul is aſleep, it hears the 
voice of 'its Beloved that knocks, ſaying, Oper ro 
me my-ſiſter, my love, my Dove, my undefiled, ev. 
3.20; There Chriſt ſaith to the revolting Church, 
that he was ready to. ſpew them out of his mouth, 
Behdla:Iftand at the door and knock: If any man 
wilt hear me, and -opes the door, I will, cormt in and 
 , ſap with him,and he with me, Plal. 68. 18. Thou haſt 
> ' aſcended" on high, thou. haſt led captivity captive, 
thou haſt received gifts for men, ye for the rebellious- 
 . Mſothat the Lord God might dwell among them. Ts it 
i= © not becoming then that man, ſhould open when 
=. God knocks? Heſecks to dufell among the rebel; 
=” LYous; isit not fit that man ſhould enter intonc- Þ 
2:1 quaintance F*: 
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we with G68, when: God: doth av "D) TY 4 


t_bimſelf- with 'man?. Thus 1 haves 

# the Nature of: Acquaintance: Sith gods 

ESidenced it to be the Duty of Han, to' aG- 

aint himſelf with God; let vs now'make ſome 
"" ovements of this Triith, 


USE I. 


[4 

Firſt, Is there: to be an acquaintance between 
the ſoul and God? Let us then ſtand and wonder 
at the great condeſcention of God ! This may fur- 
eo priſe our ſouls with an extaſie of admiration, that 
en God ſhould dwell with man ; that the mighty Je- 
hova ſhould have (uch reſpect to the work-of his 
hands, Pſal. 113.5, 6. Who 3s like unto the Lord, 
who dwelteth on high, who humbled himfel fro behold 
1 the things that are in heaven, and in earth? The, 
Palmift admired God, that he humbled himſelf 
to behold thifigs that are in heaven; and how . 
much/moxe then is he to be admired that he hut 
bled himſelf ro acquaint himſelf with man? Let vs 
then be- filled with admiration, thatgG'od ſhould 
take'uvs ſo nigh unto himſelf, As'Pfal. 3 4. What 4s 
man that thou art mindful of him" or the fort of than 
What thou ſhouldſt viſit him! And Joh' 7. 17, 18. 
What is man that thou ſhouldſt magnifie him? and 
that thou ſkouldſt ſet thy heart npon hm? and that 
bow ſhoutdſt viſit him every Morning | Man in the 
1 pride of his heart ſecth no'fuch'great matter/in it; 
Yburan humble ſoul'is filled with aftoniſliment. 1 ſa, 
7: 156 Thus ſuith the high and tofty One, whith 
rb Eternity, whoſe IVami is Holy; "F'aweb 
$614 Þ 1h and bly Plate: with Ein "alſo that 1s of 
& hamble ſpirir, to reviult the ſpirit of the 
D2 : | bumbls 
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"So OR CE: 2 LR. 
©. hynble, anda. reurve the heartiof the comite uw, 
o Oh faith the humble ſoul, will Y Lord have [ 
- ſpectunto ſuch a vile wormas Lam *- will the Lg 

' -*@rquaint.- himſelf. with ſuch a ſinful -wretch asf 
',am ? Will the Lord. open his Arms, his boſom 

. his heart to me? ſhall ſuch a !loathſome cre 
*-ture as | find favour in his eyes? In Ezek, 16. 1y 
->We have a relation of the wonderful condeſce 
"tion of God to man, who is there refembledt 

a wretched Infant caſt oyt m the day of its. birt 

iits bloud, and filthineſs, no eye pitying it 3. ſud 
loathſome creatures are we before God, -and ye 
when he paſſed. by,.and ſaw us polluted in'oi 
blood, Le ſaid nnto us, live, It is doubled; becauk 

of the ſtrength of its nature, was the $:ime 1 
Love, verſ, 8. This was love indeed that Ge 
ſhould: take a filthy wretched thing, and ſpre: 

his $kirts over it, and- cover -its  nakedneſs; at 
{wearvunto it, and (enter 'into a covenant with 
and:make-it his; that is, that he ſhould eſpouſc 

- this. Joathſome thing to himſelf, that he would be 
--anhusband toiit;- this is love unfathomable, love 
-unconcciveable, ſclf-principle Jeve; this is the 
-love:of God toman-; for God is. love: Oh: the 
depth.of the riches of the bounty and. goodneſs of 
God! How is his tove wonderful, and*his grace 
paſt finding out ! How do you. find and feel yo 
carts affected upon the report of -theſe- things! 
do\you;not ſee matter of admiration, and cault 
_ of wonder? -- Are you not, as it were, lJanched 
forth into an Ocean of goodneſs, where you: ca 
ſce.no ſhore, nor feel no bottom? Ye may makeſſſgf 

2. Judgment-of your ſelves by the motions. andillg.. 
.. affeCions that. ye feel in yourſelves at the men, 
_* ton of this, For thus Chriſt judged of the - Faiths: 
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- Fa the Centurion, that' ſaid unto-himp T Ks 
* CBBzt:\ 8; 8. When: Feſrs\ heard this) be  mitrutlled, 
and ſaid to:them that followed him, / 1 ſay unto yarn; { T.. 
"ih deve 2207 found fo great faith; noxigt in [frack lf then 
mYyou fecl :not your ſovls- mightily -affected with 
1 this condeſcention of God; :Say thus unto-;your- 
_"Ffodls, :What aileth; thee, Omyſon},” that. thou art 
y no more affected with the 'goodneſs of God; Art 
- thou dead, that thou can not feel ? Qr art thow k 
"blind, that thou-canſt not ſee: thy ſelf compaſſed 
TJ ibont- with' aſtoniſhing}. goodneſs! Behiold:; the © 2 
!'FKingof glory defcending from the” habitatian-of 
JF his Majeſty, and coming to »vifit thee'zyhodreſt 
"Nl not"thou his voice, ſaying; Oper ro we | my! ſiſter - 
behold; 1 ftand gt the door and knock," Lift up your: 
ſelves, O- ye gates, 'andbe 1e lifted fp" ye'-tuerla- / 
ſting. doors, that the King of glory may come its Be> 
£ hold; O'my ſoul, how he waits ſtill while thou hat 
refuſed to + open to him! O: the; wonder /of/his 
F goodneſs ! O thecondeſcention of his Loye,'to viſit 
Fe, to ſuc unto me, to wait upon mez--to be ac- 
© quainted with me! Thus work: vp your fouls into 
an aſtoniſhment at the condeſcention of Gog., {- 


USE 2: 
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Secondly, Is there to. be acquaintance: between 
Five foul and God ? Then let us learn-to'make-a. 
"Y ight judgement of our own Excellency; let; vs, 
| judge of our ſelves as too high and noble to come © 

verſe with this baſe and beggarly world, Tam} 3 
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wo "5,A) 
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id ſhall 1 acquaint my ſelf with earth? Lam'9f, _'-- 3 
ws D 3 the - 8 


$9 2 nobler Original, than to debaſe my: felf;tq - ©. 3 


4 


| - Nate 5 oy thalft converſe” with Se | 
5 ere bread 'enough'in my Hovſe, 
-.- | . andhalll periſh for/hunger ? Lf ppg ſelf,-& 
my-oul; ſhake off the intanglements of thefleſh 
break out: of that-bondage of the Devil,; trample 
upon the glory of the world; and ſcornto-let out 
thy!precious defires :upon dung and"droſs; get 
the Moon under thy cet, cloath thy felf with the 
+» "Sun, put onthe Son'of Righteoufnefs; come in- 
-- -  to'thepalace of God; and acquaint thy. ſelf with 
 him$;forthis is thy-glory, this is thy excellency, 
Ye previous one} 'who'.can call God: Father, and 
©," the'Son-Brother, who! have fellowſhip with' the 
- Father;gnd the Son," who. may have, romnivnion 
- . with the: Holy: Ghoſt ? What do you lying-a- 
= -. mong «the Pots ? What do. you raking in 
- - -Dunghils?: What do” you converſing with--the 
-.  World?:Havea holy-frorn of theſe things as be- 
Z—-  Jow the tignity. of ' your ſouls; | know your 
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E Worth, eſteem of your ſelves, as of more value 
E, then all thefd tower Treafures, This is your-glo-f 
6 ryand Your excellency, that ye are. of Gods ac. ff * 
'F quaintance, that ye' are Sons of God, - Heirs off © 
3 God; and joynts: Heirs with Chrift, "that ye, un-J © 


derftand and know God. ſ 

'There- are two things vvhercin moſt men are} t 
miſtakes. | Y 
Fir," In the Nature of Pride. Some Took yponÞ} * 
thar only 'as Pride, -vvhich manifeſteth it, ſelf in 


- coſtly Apparcl, and bodily Ornaments; beyond 
=  the- degree- and rank of 'the perſon. Some 
© _ Jook no further than the carriage of 'one-man to- 
-  — vvards another, Novy ſavourably: conſider vvith 
me; that the» greate!t Pride in the vvorld ismang 

undue eſteem of himſelf rovvard God ; and} this 
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Sout to dethrone God, and-to crown: himſelf : 
ſi@Every. one: takes counſel in his heart: againſt rhe 
ple Lord;7 ſaying Let ws break, his bauds aſundehy. and 
aut caſt bys cords. from ns. This is the voice of «every 
one that dares willfully to fin. We will not have 

vd to rule over us: Yet this is the workingof the 
in-MEride of a man: againſt God, to thruſt-God out 
of the Throne of his Majeſty, aud to ſet himſelf in; 
For what-is -Gods glory and reſpect among his 


of. «ll? And: this js the very purpoſe of Ged-in 


| he ſhould have what he mightfreely give up 
toGod ; ſo that all-man is, and all that. he hath 
isto be offered to:God, as the. end and center of 
ur ay. | Now a finning creature brings God under 
ve} toferve him, [to provide for him. Now though 
this-Pride- of man againſt God be not ſo much 
taken notice of, yet it is the very daring fin, of 


O- 

G | 

offs the World, | It is indeed to be wondered at, that . 
n 


ever creature-did caſt out the firſt thoughts of 
ſuch an attempt. Now conſider how ſar [mans 
ff Pride is from his- true Excellency in his/Union 
with God, We are therefore to diſtinguiſh be, 


of fween that high eſteem that man- is. to haye of 


of bimſelf, and pride. For man to look upon hims 
ſelf as a noble being, and of rank above. alb 
natural world, it is not Pride, for thus he 1s (being 


.of being ac;uainted with God; of being united to 
eo Sod, and; gs I may fay,” of exchanging himſelf 
| Vith God. | 


creatures? 1s it not this z that -he being the begin: 
wing, and Anthor of all, ſhould -be likewiſe the ,end- 


ns of man, that having received himſelf from: 


a'Spiritual underſtanding Agent) in a- capacity . | 


D4 Secondly;  # 
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$a izin theheart of every one.by nature, Everyone. 
© & by.oature doth lift up himſelf againþGod, goes 
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* © Concerning. ny and Excetlency, and in 
- the tule and meaſure' of their | Excellency, | Moſt 
> _ meaſure-their: Dignity. by the advantage which 
E- they Mive-over others in- this world; As ſome 
= - m1. their -Power and: Authority : ſome: in © their 
Friends and Relations ; ſome in their Riches and 
Eſtates; ſome in-their Wiſdom and Faculties ; 
ſome in therr ſtrength and Power. ' And what 
more- univerſal evil'is there then this; for. every 
=. . one into ſomething 'or other to lift - himſelf up 
In his owneftecm, and-in his thoughts to tread 
on others, as ſomething inferiour to himſelf ?: 
k But men lie blinded in their own delufions, not 
, _ conſidering what is the true Excellency of man ; 
' _. nor know the right rule by which mans worth 
is:to be judged of.” The way for 'us'to- judge 
rightly concerning- our ſelves, is to ſee how we 
» ſand towards God. (God is the perfeCtion of ex- 
© _ -eellency ; and. the nigher we are'to God, the 
greater 1s. our excellency; This -1s the greatneſs 
>. ofa Nation, to be nigh to God, Deut. 4.7: What 
=» Nation is there jo great which hath God, ſo nigh 
-- wito them ? And Ames $8.7. God 13 called "the 
+ +. Excellency of Facob. God ſweareth hot by any 
& - thing below himſelf ; therefore. God. is there 
= Þmeant, 1ſ/a, 60 19. God is called the" Glory of 
E:. his props: The Lord ſhall be to thee an everlaſting 
- tight,” and thy Ged'thy glory, \Now God is the glo- 
ry.of thoſe that are acquainted with him. | 
"Firſt; By vertue of the Relation wherein God 
=  Rands towards them. An intimate Relation to 
-—- thoſe that ate perſons of Dignity, and Worth,doth 
+.” communicate Worth-and/ Dignity to thoſe who; 
= -areſorclated to them, As the ſoh of a mean tran” 
ea 
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3 Þþ is not fo highly valued -and efteertied as thefon | > 
of a Prince. David reckoned it'to be x great thing} '- = 
to be Son in-law to a King, 1 Sam. 18. 8. Who 
taml,” and what is my life, or my fathers Family . -- 
Fracl, chat I ſhould beſon-1n law to the'King # Thus + 


Ne 
Ir are we to reckon it our Dignity and Excellency" 
1d = to be innigh relation to God, to be fons of Gyd) 


to be heirs of God, and to be the friends of God. 
what greater honor then this ro be in ſach a nigh 
7 relation to the God of Glory ? Now the Excellen- 
p cy that we have from this Relation, arifeth from: 
df "the excellency of that at which is the Foundati- 
2 -0n- of this Relation,” and that is our being born 
tf of God, as we are Sons, Foh 1. 12,13. God matr- 
;8 rying vs to himſelf, as he js our husband, Fer.”'$. 
nhl Tar, 0 back- ſliding Children, ſaith the Lora,” for 
ell Tam marricd unto you. God takes vs into fellowſhip 
e  andcommunion, and acquaintance with himſelf, as 
- = he makes us his friends,and his acquaintance. "This 
ef actot God doth inſtamp a Worth and'Excelleney 
's  uponaman, as the impreſſion of the Kings Seal up- 
i: on Wax, and makes it of value, Rev. 22, 4. Its 
hb here ſpoken-as the glory of theſervants of God; 
e 8 Thoſe that follow the Lamb, they ſhall ſee his fate, 
y B 4nd his Name ſhall be'in their foreheads ;' that" is; 
eB - God hath choſen, and; as it were marked them otr- _ 
ll 
4 


for hisown : and this marking them, and owning 

* thera, it ſets a high Dignity upof them, ſuch'agſe- 
cures them from the Curſe that is'to be-upon'atÞ 
belides, as Revel. g..4, They are commandeditof.. +2 
, hurt none bat theſe who have not the ſeal of God om? 
»- rheiriforeheads. This Relation of the ſoul to God; © 
1 © gives the ſou] anrexcellency, as it doth intereſt the... 3 
"  fouliin'the glory and: excellency of God himſelf; - © =; 
[© they ares Gods, and God is theirs, 2 Cor; 6; hy py 
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" - willdwell 4n them, and walk with them, and: 

—_ | py bra 1] og be my people, yer[.” 17. 
He argues from the dignity of this relation, that 
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od E/ " he'd, $ T8 


they ſhou 


Id count themſelves too good to-converſe 
with the world z Wherefore come ont from: among 


be . them, and be Jo ſeparated, ſaith the Lord, "and touch 


no-wenclean thing: and ] will recerve you, and be a 


4 >: r 0 Jokes and you ſhall be my ſons and danghters, 


fasth the Lord, | Thus you ſee the dignity that is 
upon the ſoul by its acquaintance with God. - Our 
relation to God in Our acquaintance with him, 
doth ennoble us, lift us aboye the world, make us 
that we are too good for the company of thoſe 
that are not acquainted with God, Itis then'no 
pride in us thus tq eſteem of our felves;to have-high 


= thoughts of .our ſelves, becauſe of that; acquain- 


> tance which our ſouls are to haye- with God,” Itis 


bY ©. pride for to think too highly of our ſelves: but it 
is ſobriety to think 0 


our ſelves according to 
that acquaintance- which we have with God, Roz, 
12 3, 1 ſay throngh the grace of God given to meg to 


. every one that 1s among you, not to think of himſelf 
-  morebighly then he onght to think ; but to think. ſo- 
* - berly. «ccording as God hath .dealt to every man the 


meaſure of faith, Here the Apoſtle commands them 
to meaſpre the eſteem which they have of them- 
ſclyes, by the meaſure of faith which they have 
From God ; - becauſe by faith they come to be va- 


- .Iued excellent in the eye of God, So likewiſe we 


are to meaſure our eſteem which we have of our 
{clves,. by the meaſure of our-acquaintance which 
we. have | with God !: becauſe by acquaintance 


" With him, we-come to be truly excellent. And 
while we dorthus, we ſhallnot think more; wo 


ly of our ſelycs then we ought to! think ; for: 
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ppr acquaintance vvith God, vve” inlifting up our 
elves magnific God ; and vyhile/vwe thos (glory; 


4 
o 


Lyyc-glory in the Lord, 1 Cor. '1,/ 31; But novv 


herein vve are to bevvare of tyvo things. | 


- Firſt, That vve diſtinguiſh carefully' betvyeer 


our capacity of being acquainted vvith God; and 
our being ativally acquainted vvith' him :- for ovr 
capacity, or being fo as that vve may” be acquair- 
ted vvith God; is of no vvorth, unleſs vv&be afty- 
ally acquainted; vvith him. We are ima renote 
capacity naturally as. men, and vve are ina more 
nigh capacity by: the mercy and covenant of God 
but this adds no-true worth to. the ſoul vyithout 
the actual acquaintance of the ſoul vvith*God, 


'Yea; man is the vvorſe for this, if-he be vvithout 


the other; for if man'being made” fit for enjoy- 
ment of God,and communion vvith him,and never 
attain'to.an enjoyment of him, he becomes niofe 
vile then thofe* things vvhoſe nature* is inferionr, 
if they attain to the ' perfeCtion of 'that nature, 


Anditislike to fare vvorſe vvith man, if hefalf 


yorr of the glory of God, becauſe he vyas capi- 
g'of the glory of God, than vvith beaſts:vyhicl? 
are: not capable of it,” And again, in regard 'of 
that more nigh capacity vvherein'vve are: by feſus 
Chriftof acquaintance vvith God, if vve-are nor” 


realty acquainted vvith God, vve ſhall thereby not- | 


only; have 'no' additjon of excellency, byt there- 
by vve ſhall be more vite and miſerable : and 
therefore thoſe vvho through the mercy of God 
have been in the: vifible: Church; and have heaid: 
of the good vvill: of God to man through/ Chriſt! 


and :knovy that” God: is ready to-entereain then 2 
» Intoacquaintance-vvith' hinfſelf; if they ſhall-falt! -- - 


ſhort. 
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= &then-that: of: thoſe who never heard of "Go, 
© .* Invitation, and-his grace in: Jeſus Chriſt, If we 
-  Merefore ſhall glory in our:capacity' of 'being” of | 
+. the acquaintance: of God, and neglet' to/ bereal- 
© ty acquainted: with him, we do but as the'Fews 
| 5.4 old, whoeried out, The: temple of the Lord are 
© theſe, Jer. 7.4. And the nigher weare to God,'if 
> we do not come to a; thorow cloſure with him, 
-  thenigher we ate tothe ftroak of his Wrath : as 
”. the nigher any4s toMusket-ſhot, the: greater will 
the+force of -it be upon him.  Diſtinguiſhthere- 
fore between our capacity of being acquainted 
of _ Got, and: our. actual acquaintance "with 
FS > on; © 464 Mo 3+ | | 

= , - Secondly, ,we muſt beware left in our eſteem 
of our ſelves, we lay the foundation of ourglory 
in-our ſelves. | There is that in every ones corrupt 
nature which doth provoke him to it: ſoithat 1 
dare: boldly; ſay, that there is not a mani his 
corrupt natural ſtate, who doth not ſome” way 
or other lift up himſelf in his own eſteem for 
ſomething of his'own. And weare apt to make 
= every ſpitituatexcellency to be matter for pride 
= and ſelf-conceitedneſs. We do not ſufficiently 
= -eye God/as the Fountain, the Author, the Foun- 
= dation, the Rule and Pattern of all our Excel- 
= Jency, Such is the way wherein God receiveth 
©. man to acquaintance with himſelf, that he might 
- hide pride from his eyes, and that no fleſh might 
=. glory in his preſence, 1 Cor. 1. 29. [If we therefore 
» - the foundation of our glory-in our ſelves,” and 
& "pleaſe our ſelves in the ſparks that we have kind- 
> -Igd, weſhallglory in our ſhame, and.lie down in: | 
Jorrow, This high eſteem which we are to /have/of: 
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our telves, becaule of « 
"it doth not at all contrad | 
- of humility,” but! they rather help forward" one 
& atiother; for the more anyi efteems of - himſelf, 
> becauſe. of that. relation which he hath to God, 
"the leſs is the eſteem of himſelf, becauſe of any 
+ thingof his own ; the more we 'make God the 
- matter of our glory, the leſs do we glory in our 
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ſelves. The more we apprehend of: our Excellen- 


cy, being' from.God, the leſs account: do we ' 


make of all- other ſeeming Excellencies. When 


' the light of the - Sun arifeth, then all Star-light 


diſappears. | 

Firſt, All Dignity we have, ſeems to ariſe from 
that. relation which we have to God in acquain- 
tance with him. 


Secondly, By acquaintance with God, we come Z 


to have an abſolute poſitive: Dignity which is*re- 
al in our perſons, yet ſtill depending upon God: 


As by, our union with- Chriſt we come to have a . ** 


righteouſneſs imputed, which is our juſkification, 
and a righteouſneſs likewiſe inherent, which'js 
our ſanQification z ſo. by our acquaintance with 
God, we have a dignity, as it were, imputed by 


. our relation: to God, and a dignity real,* whichis » 


* that excellency whereby we are made abſolutely 
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better... By acquaintance with God we come tabe-* 


like God; and the-Image of God-in-us, is the 
greateſt excellency that we are capable of... '\When 
Moſes had been fourty days in the Mount -wirh 


- God, his face did ſhine with ſuch a brightneſs, 
that the: people could not behold -him :- ſo thofe--:- 3 
that - converſe - with God, they retain a luſter, 3 
which ſhines in. their converſe with men. 'The*" 3 
Image or piture of any worthy-perſon, 
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' © , 4d by; theny that eſteem the 'petfon,. and this 


= | eſteem of It, is: from a-retation' which-it hath to- 
|. -thatperfon; burinow the children of atiy perſon 
= whom we love, being a lively miage of theirs fa- 
© _  thers -perfon, | have another :value' upon' them, 
"having not only a relation worthy, | becauſe of 
-their reſemblance'in the outward lineament,:but 
- 'g real *participation” of nature and diſpoſition, ' 
”” which they” receive from their father : So there 
” © [is an excellency in-thoſe that are acquainted with 
God, not only as being in Relation to himy' but 
-as receiving, and: being partakers of the Divine 
Nature. As Children learn to: pronounce their 
Þ.- words according. to the pronunciation - of the 
> Mother, or, Nurſe, with whom they: converſe, 
”  faseveryone is apt to be formed. unto the mari. 
ner and diſpolition of the company wherein: they 
-moſt uſually are); thus thoſe who converſe. with 
-* :God, they become in ſome meaſure like unto 
God; ahd this is poſitive perſonal excellency 
=. which. thoſe have which converſe with ..God. 
= Thus the Apoſtle Jo» urgeth concerning that 
= perfction' of glory and excellency, which here- 
after is to be-upon thoſe that are the Sons of 
==” God, But it |doth' not yet appear” what we ſhall 
66 baut- we know that when te (ball - appear, we 
tat be like. him, for we (hall: ſe: him as' be 4s. 
” Ji Heaven we ſhall be like God, -becauſe-we 
>” Hthall ſee God; and on earth thoſe that: converſe 
:with God, ſhall iv ſome meaſure bz like: God: ac- 
.cording'to their meafure of acquaintance with hint, 
- And fo. Paul argues concerning this/preſent lifo, 
& - 5"Cor. 4. 18, But we all with open face brbolding asf 
& -». ui glaſs, the glory of the Lord, gre changed into the N 
"9 Fen image; from:glory to glory,curn <tDYOy Ls 
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5 rd, Here we ſee clearly that beholdingthe - 
"glory of the - Lord, - doth change into *the ſame 
"image: of -God, and likewiſe that this -imageof 
{God only is the' glory of man; for that is meant 
; by, From glory to glory : that is, from one degree 
"of glorious ſimilitude, to. another degree of glo- 
. F rious reſemblance and: likeneſs to God.” Thiis 
 # ye have ſeen that the excellency of man conſift- 
..cth in his acquaintance with God ; and that by 
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the- vertue of his relation to God, he hath an im- 


puted excellency; and an excellency by his pro- 
priety, in God, in whom is all excellency:-and 
that by his converſe with God, and acquaintance 
with him, he becomes really like God, which is 
his inherent excellency. Let us then reckon of 
our ſelves as thoſe who have their Dignity and 
Excellency from God, and in this let us: glory, 
That we know God, and are acquainted: with 
God. This is the ' Second Uſe of this! Propoſi- 
tion. v0 


USE 3. 


Thirdly. If man qught to be acquainted with 
God, then let us all enquire into our ſelves z whe-_ 
"ther we arc acquainted with him or no, Let-us 
every one \turri. into our own boſoms, and ask- 
our ſelves this queſtionz Thou haſt heard, O my 
foul, that which is: thy great Duty, | that which 
is the:;very end of thy. Creation, and thy Re- 
demprion, . and that the higheſt perfection! of thy , 
 nobleſt/ faculty confiſts. in knowing , God,; and 
being acquainted ' with him, which contains 74 
FF nigh- union: to him, } and intimate..converſe with 
2 him; and/mutual: communion to God, and ow 
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*/ © God; ind radicated unmoveabl 

> _aheſc are. excellent things: O 'my | ſoul, © what. is 

-. Thy caſe? Art:-rhou 'one'of thoſe' precious-ones, | 

£2 which converſeſt oft- with, God, and talk'oft. of? 

#- God; whom he will make up with his. Jewels ?. 
Or: arc thou one- of thoſe wretched Creatares, 

who: are alienated from the life of God, by rea- 
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wy 
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__ 


7X vor the1gnorance that is in thee? Or art thou f 
= once of thole who having -been ſometimes afar » 
= - off, art now made. nigh to God by the blodd 'gf 1 
= Chriſt, and. ſo art lead into fetlovvſhip and Þ} \ 
communion-vvith the Father and the Soni by the I 

/ Spirit? Or art thou one of thoſe vyho; looks up- . 

on God afar off, and- upon.-vvhom-God looks afar |} " 

- off? 1 beſcech you every one of you deal feriou!- h 
ly-anl accurately with your ſelves in this inqui- p 

ry, for it 'is molt certain, that moſt men. in che F 

. yvorld, yea in the viſible Qhurch, are not. ac- a 
= © quainted vvith God. Thus it hath been/in all ge- 7 


nerations from the beginning of the World, and 
”- thus it is at this day : the people of God have 1 
4 been like a litfle flock of ſheep, vvhile the xelt arc 
like locuſts, covering the vohole face of the carth. 
& © The people of God have ſtill complained that 
= "> they arc bat as the gleaning of the vintage, and. 
== 45 tvvo or' three Olive-berries in the top of the 
= -<atmioſt branches, vvhen the reſt . have been: ga- 
= thered, Tae vifible Church'of God, .in reſpect of 
- the reſtof the vyorld, how ſmall a part is; it. !'In 
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his evidences, to call to mind, when havel drawn 
nigh to God ?- When have I Converſed- with, 
God? When have: I Communion . with G3d? 7 
Hath my Life been a walking with God? 'Have F bs 
dwelt with God; and made my abode with him? 
Thus the Soul that makes high account of its ac-- 
quaintance with God, will be trying and exami- 
ninginſclt; aud ir may be upon its more awaken=- 
ed:ligns-of its ſometimes departing from Ged,.or, 22 
feelingſome preſent ſtrangoeſs, / 'it will be aptto 2 
conclude of ir ſelf, ſurely | am none of thoſe pre- py 
Fcous ones, whoſe life is a converſe with Ged; 

t the common' generation of the World, Ob © 
w hardly- will they be brought to. ask them- 
Jelves this queſtion, whether they are df the-ae- 
qQuaintance of God or no! How often- have: they;-* "5 
been urged with a great and vehement affeRion;” 
vpon tryal, how their-ſouls tand towards-Gog'f, * 8 
nd hitherto. they have neglected it, Many: | 23e I 
mconſiderate as to- think. whet is ſpoken 1s. no# 
thing to-them :" they.come and-fit in' the Congre- 
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-- "thevvordtothentis, as if it had not been.” May 


-  - -ate ſolight and vain, and frothy-in their ſpirit 
2 -- as that the ſtreams _vvill almolt as. ſoon retun”; 
* to their Fountain, as they vvill be perſwaded to * 
-- | -turn mand enquire into their own Souls. in al” 
= Neturally there is an averſneſs to come tv thefſ* 
F + | "Light, that their Works and, Heatts may be M 
'Hiteſted,” If I ſhobld'come to you one by one; and 
.beſtech you vvith the greateſt carneftneſs; where- 
vvith Fvvere able, vvhen you. go from the Congre- 
|. gationto take Opportunity to. go: in Secret, and 
2. enter upon Tryal vvith your Hearts; and ask your 
-- © - ſelves throughly this Queſtion, and let. them not 
| (© alone till you Have a clear detcrminite Anſwer, 
+;  wvhether you arein a State of Acquaintance vvit 
God; 1fear you vvould go, one to his Pleaſures 
another to this Vanity, and another to his Cove 
touſnel(s,'and almoſt all of you neglect this Work 
of: ſo great Concernment, Let me therefore urge 
you vvith all earneſtneſs, that you vvill not ac- 
count it'a fmall matter, vvhether you be'acquain- 
=: tedivvith God or not; and ſo neglect this Trial 0 
©: yourſelves: But bring your Hearts up roundly to 
=. the-Examination, yeild not to their unreaſonable 
vvithdrawings, force them to anſwer, If you make 
NY .any-account of the Charge of God, if- you make 
---,* any. acconnt of the Excellency of Man, if--yot 
= - vould-not'loſe the higheſt Priviledge of t 
Creature, if you' have any eſtcem of the Life off 
Heaven, know your ſelves in this, vvhether-youſ 
= arein a State of Acquaintance vvith God; and be 
=>” -  ferious and diligent in this Enquiry. LING 3 
S---Fhirdly, Becauſe men are ſo cxceeding/ apt to 
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CERES, 121 1" ee 
| FORD. att | x: niſapprekehs , - 
h rk | Ns Ian they.are P | » te of. i Sya< V 
a apce with.God,, while they are micer ftrangers 
unto him ; ſuck. as thoſe whom our Saviour 
1 ſpeaks of, Matth. 7.22, 23. Many will ſay tome 
+in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not Propheſied i2 
by. Name, and in thy Name have caſt out Devil 
7 "Ly % 'T , þ a WITS 
nol 914,49 thy Name done many wonderful, works 7 an 
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F mo he will profeſs unto them- / gever brew youg 
rel Gepart from me ye workers of intquity. They take.it _ 3 
f granted, that becauſe of ſuch priviledges, .and 4 


re IH ; 6 / £ 
nd a, & common graces which they had, t erefore 


were well acquainted, with Chrift 3 ._ but, aur 


- Saviour anſwereth, / never kzew you ; that is, Lne- 

er ver had any acquaintance with you. Such are thoſe ' 

r 1 SAS - = _ nat wo © 

nl Wbo'afe reſembled. to us by five fooliſh} Virgins, 

of Math. 25, 11. The five fooliſh Virgins come- 
od when the door is ſhut, and ſay, Lord, Lord, open- | - 


& knto us ; but he anſwe-eth, Verily. 1 fay wn you, Þ 
to know you not ; That is, neyer hat acquaintance with 
5 you: You neyer knew me in the time. of your 
life, .and-I will not know,you now: , You were 


IN» | | ao. | , LOU W £ 
off aſhamed ro own me before Men, and I will be a, .*__ 
of ſhamed to own you before my Father; Men” 


; are ſo apt to be miſtaken in judgment _of them- 
F elves,” that they thiok themſclves Rich and'en- 
"creaſing Fit goods, and_ to have need of noy 
F thing, when they are wretched, miſerable, and 3 
poor, and blind, and naked. And this made David," 1-8 
»P/al: 139.24; tocry out after he had been trying.” 
himſelf, Scarch me, O God, and know my heaps; © = 
Fry. me, and know my ti:onghts, and ſee if there he au” ** 38 
4 Wicked Way an me, and lead me 11 the WAY evertaſtr” 
off 27g: This, vnaptneſs in vs to, make a right judge 
avert of our ſeldes in our relation to God), arifeth, 
# $5"; | E 2 , * Firſt, 3 
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©.» well of our felves, and pleaſe our ſelves with a 

> AIDS She ju, orf ; EIN IE, pr bes. has 
*.”” Po6dconceit of our ſelves, ' though we'are never 


fo bad; And ſuch is the nature of this affeQtion,\F 
that. it blinds our eyes, 'an] prejudiceth the mind, 
-" that'it cannot make a right judgment. As af 
feftion.in ſome Parents to their Children, makes 
[them reckon that which is a blemiſh; -to be a 
beauty in their Children; ſo' doth inordinate ſelf- 
- Jove' work in men, in the judgment. of themſelves. 
Men'when they judge thiemſetves,. they look into 
a flattering glaſs which preſents then” in greater 
beauty than that which is their own: | 
Secondly, vve judg amiſs of 'our ſelves, becauſe 
vve take not a right Rule for our judgments, as 
thofe' whom Paul ſpeaks, 2 Corinthians to. 12. 
Kb. Sore commend themſelves, but they meaſure them: 
+, [elves by themſelves, and comparing Fagce "1 wit! 
> «af ta mot wiſe, If wetake ourſelves tote 
the Rule and Meaſure, then we cannot Uiſcern our 
own crookedneſs and irregutarnefs.” . * * 
Thirdly, We judge amiſs of - oor felves, be- 
cauſe of the deccitfulneſs of our hearts. The 
heart of man ts deceitful above all things, and deſpe- 
Fatelywicked; wha can kyowit? Jer. 17. g. Groſs 
=o wickedneſs is apparent to the *P ur-blingggEye ; but 
be where there is an abſtaining from groſs outward! 
Sins, - there are ſpecial workings of Corruption,” 
ſuch as pride, ſelf-love, diftruſt of God, and love 
of the World ; any of which ſhut vp the- Soul a- 
3 ainff God, 'as with Bolts and Bars;- and tlicſe 
=> lying inward are not diſcerned. Other 'Accounts'F 
=. may be given of the unaptneſs to make” a;,due' 
Judgment of our ſelves : It concerns us therefore 
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| © _— jr; for we are ready to. make*a ſhdrt work 
jy. F.it, and to ſave our {elves the labour, and-to fir 
own with charitablg” thoughts of our ſelves. 
"Whatſoever anſwer therefore our heatts give us, 
Jet us ſee cleared, and have ſuch reaſon for it, 
that we may know how to. proceed with our 
- lg upon. a. right judgment .of our ſelyes, 
: e chief work of trial in this particular acquain- 
tance: with. God, will be from thoſe particulars 
wherein I-opened the nature of the ſouls acquain- 

\ tance with God. Let us therefore take [thoſe 
Heads, and or own Expetience of our ſelves, and 
= | Dy a rational dedution, let us find out our own 
' cltate. I 

* As thus, Thoſe that are acquainted. with God _*7 
| are brought nigh to God. Whereas ſometimes "A 
h there was a ſtrangeneſs and remoteneſs, a valt ſc- 
«| garation,. now the | is taken out of the 
way, and I am made one in Chriſt. 1haye took A 
God to be my portion, and niy Father ; I have ' 43 
. & been a Prodigal, Fs have departed from hin a 3 50 

but T finding my felf loſt afd undone, and that 
© nothing could fatisfie my ſoul in the world, 
7} therefore I reſolved I would return to my Fa- 
q hers houſe, and try jf he would receive me again 
4Þ into! his Family ; and fo I have done. Ihave caſt 
off 'my old converſe with the world, . and with 
corruption ; I have broken my. league with Hell, 
ahd have entered into a covenant with the Father, 
through his Son... Jeſus Chriſt ; therefore I ma 
comfortably conclude that ary now if 2 Antony p- 
earn with God. | 

vt if ia the enquiry into my ſelf [fing not theſe” 
ad 1s 1 find that now I am as in formey, |, 


E3 agry 4 


. ; " LOS £ - 
$6 - . HG "> 0 Sd we 
k "Wy L2. + FF - th LA oe » =. 26% dS 


wo _ 


"£3" $3: @ ©@ 4 _O 


% 


Ly © 


; "> g 
« AY : —— * —_— z ho 
3% &« | . . us > - - + 
+ "* - #7 _ 
| re feltno ſuct change 


q * tes py wo C rs þ, 'F | "M 


"Pint fi thin ' are with' me as 
""p polhey was ſenſible of any loſs in nr 


elf; I ne. 


ver. knew what Rrangeneſs and RS Us jo God: 
non. With 


., meant; 1 never N-rf604' wh 
God, and diſtance from God, was ; this ſignifies 


ML, it is 'a ſymptome of a bad are ; of a ſtate of 


UNac quaintance with God. 
; 0 again, for our converſe with God, He that 
is acquainted with God , he hath had. his con- 
verſe 'with God, he bath dwelt with God, and 
God with him; hehath ſupped with Chriſt, and 
- Chriſt with him; his great buſineſs,agd employ: 
ment hath been nigh God, in thoſe things where- 
* ih" is moſt of God. If 1 find my ſoul much con- 
verſins with God, oft ſending out breathings to 
Heaven, oft caſting my eye towards Gol, if l 
d the great work of iny mindto be with God, 
my" great buſineſs lics in\Heaven, my treafure is 
faid vp there, and my thoughts, and deſires, and 
Joys, and delights, - and meditations are. there; 'l 
- comfortably conclude thatT am 1n ome mca- 
- Aire acquainted with God, © But if in the inqui- 
ry into my ſelf, I find that I have my. whole 
converſe with the world, thatI canafford no time 
for Prayer to Godin niy family, and in ſecret ; if 
I find all the day long my cares, nfs and 
thoughts, tun out moſt naturally, and ſilly with- 
our controle towards the things of the world, or 


that I will. mind myſelf in a natural carnal” way, 


" and mind nor-the things .of God; this ſignifies 
to me my unacquaintaoce with God, and it” will 


- be an ungrounded preſumption in_me to reckon, 


"vr ſelf. any -other then'a- ſtranger_to him, 
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18' ATIuC Thofe a 
NE EE en - 
urſe-is very frequent, - in: making known thejr 


oophts and. -apprehenfions , © 
wants; their minds are open one to another, .and 
that which is the propriety of one, isby their av- 
-quaintance communicated to the- uſe of both,-1f 
_ I can find in reviewing the workings of my 
t F foul, 'that+ there hath been this fight of Heaven, 
- | this\Spiritual Communion between my ſoul and 
1 God; 'that” my heart hath been open to God; 

1. that | have gon to God when . my heart bath 


been burdened with ſorrow, 1 have diſcharged 


it. into the boſom of ' God, as. into the -boſomof a 
- 8 friend; 
| to him, expecting comfort from him ; that upon 
| hearing bis voice | have opened to him, andypon 
> | my opening .he hath come in with Cailes of love, 
| given me tokens-}.of his favour z theſe things 
| ſigniie a fare of acquaintance with God: but: F 


know not what it, is; to have given up my-ſoube- 
God, to be his, and to have taken God to be mine, + 
if | have hadexperience of receiving nothjug/elfe”-. 


from God, but -a partaking of the things of the 

world : if I have not been wont to: communicate 
| the workings of my mind to God, it betokeneth 
© My unacquaintance with, God. , 

4. And: again, for that friendly working oblove 
and affeftion in the\ſoul towards God;., Thoſe 
that are in a ſtate of acquaintance are ſuppoſed tq 


, _ ood will, and affeftion, - If then Þ ean upon 


rd in my! affeQions, that my- heart. is his, 
a de is-prevailing; with me, above the 


\ icy | E. 4 


ola ner 


that in my doubts I have betaken-my felt - 


JF comply with each other in- kindneſs, and-love; 


into my ſelf, find. that God hath+thie highs - 
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the ſearch into the workings of my mind Þ can * 
find no ſuch friendly compliance, but that God Þ} * 
was {till thwarting 'and croſſing my defigns, that £'"! 


Tfhould find: my” ſelf better content*if there were } 4 
no God',' and that thoſe wor: of 'my -mind F © 
' hatare about God are fower,, harth, and tearing | * 
ypon my Spirit ;then it 'is ts be feared, that Hhave 
- =, m6 acquaintance with God. & 
'- And haſt thou made an impartial inquiry into 
 *thy'ſtate? Arid how ſtand "things between thy 
 _ Souland God? Art thou” acquamted with him, 
>. or art thou not? Conſider ſeriouſly © finners, 
©. , *hat'this is one of the weighticſt queſtions inthe 
= world; and if this queſtion were but well reſol- 
©: ved, it would put'an 'end to a thouſand other que- 
 - Rions, Hethatcan ſay of God and Chriſt,” this js 
my beloved, and this is my friend, he need not 
very ſolicitouſly ask what news? He hath heard 
| good news from Heaven, whick will eaſily bal- 
ance” all; come what” will come, he need not 
much paſs, as long as there ſtands that one Text 
q in the- Bible , * That'. all ſhall work, togerher for 
"M good to them that love God. He hath no cauſe 
x0 go a begging” to the world, and 'to ſay, who 
will ſhew.' ms any'good? As long as the Lord 
L hath ſhined upon, him with the light of his coun- 
-  tenance,' He need not complain, what ſhall 1 
do :'I have loft this or that! dear. friend ; when 
he hath found him, 'who can make'up/all with I 
one-look' whom he can'never loſe.” In @' word; 
he need not ask'how ſhall T:do to live ? 2d | 
REA, whay . 
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mJ eaſe him of all his care, and-never ſee him wang?” 2 


{Well then,” haſt thon-apſyercd this great que- + 


an | 
ol } "ſion or not? Or wilt thou do by thy 'conſej- 


'Tence, as Felix, put it off, and ſay, thon wilt hear ® 
"of theſe matters, at ſome more convenient ſca- 
1d #8 Fon; and I wander when that more convenient 
g (ſeaſon wil WWF And: why not now, I pray? 
'© #& What ſeaſon more fit than the Preſent? + am 
| ſure God ſaith, Now #s. the acceptable tim#;/ and 
o | do'you know better than he? What haſt thog 


y # to do that is more neceſſary ? Speak out TI * 
, | pray, is the following of thy pleaſures? "Is the 
þ Ferving of Satan? Is «the damning of thy Soul, 
: more neceſſary than the ſaving of it? Is the life 


. | and death of a- Soul nothing? . Aze everlaſting 
fory and miſery ſmall matters ? Is the love! or 
| RP of thy God ſo inconfiderable a thing? "® 
Awake O finner, what meaneſt thou * Ariſe, *$ 
ſpeedily, and look about thee man, Conlider 7 
ſeriouſly as thou valuelt thy Soul, what belt > 
becomes a ſinner in thy condition; What ag-" 47 
ſwer ſhall I return to my Maſter ? Are not theſe -* 
things worth the thinking of ? Shall 1 ſay-for all 
* this; that thou art not at leiſure to look ;afteran 
intereſt in his favour, . or any thing that 'trendsrs- 
56% Shall I tell bim that thou 'haſt ſomthing of 
breater weight, and higher Importance to.trou! 
"ble your head with? And do you in ſober; fads 
heſs think ſo? For you make account, that iexs 
cſe is ſufficient'? I pray then make uſe of it your, 1 
8 ſfelf:(for I dare not.) When God. ſhall cone 2 
; $0-vk you, why you did no more: vigorouſly: ©, 
i $9 # ky 6S4- ; " mand ) 
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| ar-furn, hu > cit pong yubal t 
: E- 6 uct h-urgent -accaſions which t up t #3 
be -of, our. time, ſuch and ſuch a friend- yo ache? | 
| 2 -- Who ſent; for you 46 the Tavern, and = —_ 
EP # :nat poſlibly-come/ when be_invited you, tell him 
=. yer believe that. plea will hold Water, that. you 
as would. have been glad to have upgn his-in- 
2. Wnation, but that-you. were with-:fuch 
good old friends, the World, leſh; andthe 
Devi How db: yeu- think fuch an anſger. will 
be taken ? You may think -ro put- us off with 
+ fuck kind-of reaſonsas this: but do-you-bape by 
-#his+anſwer to ſatisfie your -Judge ? Believe it fa. 
acr,. God will not thus. be put off. Wherefore 
I'do/ again with all the carneſtneſs I can for: my 
> foul renewrany. ſuit to thee, that thou, wouldelt 
- © aft like a mai in his wits; make ſome. ſerious 
.- . inquiry into the ſtate and condition of thy ſoul. 
And: confider: for the Lords ſake- again and again, 
beforc'you ſend me away thus, what errand. [ 
=. cothe to-you on: It isto treat, with you about a 
Erich match for thy poor undone ſoul: therefore 
= well what _ do before you makelight FF 
of this buſineG, and know when you. are-well 
- offeret;, believe it; God will not long ſend after IF: 
 youlin- this manner, and you are not like; every 
day to have ſuch proffers ;-Divine- Patience and 
Goodneſs will: not always plead at this rate with 
08; God willere /long, ſay, letthem alone.; the 
7 nota will-erre long ſpeak to ſcornful finners-in 
= foch language that. will make their- eary;\to-tin- 
A -S the! will deſpiſe: and ſlight as: well asthey2 
A *who, is. like to: have the worſt of-it "mp laſt, 
* Lic ave 
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io:ſee. bio A ſhall þ 

I; when you ſhal- bg SE 
ge, whony you.-mig g. 
Jeate. And thoug 5a Ke arngs, be © 5 
willing to. be pho Bi with him, no, nat-{& 
bis as to have, any ſerious thoughts about it,-op © *Þ 
'to. wake any. enquiry, after. him to. inforn; your 
 felf concerning-him 31 yet you ſhall have him for © * 
your enemy. whether you. will . or no. . But 'Q 
ll BY lets not. part thus! let me, a man like'tby ſelf, 
h reaſon the caſe alittle more with thee ;.. com 
y | © tell. me. poor ignorant creature, thou that ſi 
- handeſh demurring. , and ſay(t, .Shall -I, ſhall? 
« | what evit is there. in thy. God, that thou ſhouldeft 
1 
' 
| 


be: thus hardly: brought, ſo much..as to diſcourſe, 

this buſineſs with thy: own ſoul? What is: the 
reaſon that thou . ſcarce thinkeſt it worth. the 

8 while to trouble thy head. about any. thing. tha, 
8 dath concern :yqur intereſt. in his. love.?-. Thoy; 
"that mindeſt his love fo. little; tell, me what doſt 
thou think had. become. of thee. long -before this; 

| if God, had regarded. thee as li:tle as thou. doſk 

* him? What wovldeſt thou. have done,. had: the. 

* Lord ſaid-to any. Diſeaſe, the leaſt, of. his Meffens, 
x pers, fetch that Rebel before me, - that values, 

- not my, favour; he ſhall, know what. my 

is; ſeeing he, wil, not prize my, love” .O = 5 
x ble caſe hadfſt-. thou bes in, had God; 3 
; - but done. by thee as thou, haſt by. him ?. Acquain 2 
"race with God | methinks finful.mian ſhould Rapd, 

” and wonder at ſuch a. word ; methinks.he ſhould; 
F.. is even. ſurprized: with an extale of admiratidn4, 

| #93 fey, and wi God indeed be. dan # wii "4 
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"of bum, onthe Son of Man'thit thou ſhouldeft 
*  —fach at: offer to,hin; ? One would think'thpu ſhould 
mo more diſpute the:matter then Eſtey did; when 
= hat great Monarch made her his'Queen; - Were 
but in ſenſible things,” that nothing near ſuch an 
offer were” made ( which is impoſſible) wan 
| would think the very queſtioning in ſuch a Caſe 
- #ftrange Folly. One wovuld think that every one 
of Gods Enemies that have been in ops Rebelli- 
on againſt him, and are utterly unable-to make 
= their part good againſt him, when they hear of 
---foch Tcarms of Mercy from their Prince, who 
- hath all their lives in their hand, ſhould xejoyce at 
this News, and fay, How beautiful are the feet of 
iberm which bring ſuch Tidings? How did” Benha- 
.dad41ook, when inſtead of a Halter he had a Coach ? 
When inſtead of Rebel; he heard Brother ? What- 
ever we may think of theſe things, David thought 
- #thigh time for him to bid fach aMeſſenger wel- 
come, and to open his heart for the receiving his 
God: Hear: what he faith'to his own heart an1 
others; Pfa/, 24. Lift up your heads, O ye Gates, 
and be ye lifted up ye everlaſting Doors, that the King 
* of Glory may come in, And becaufe the door of 
- mens hearts is lock'd, and barr'd, and bolted, and 
men areyna deep ſeep, and will nothear the knock- 
=" ing that is at the Gate, though it be loud, thoygh 
= be a King: Therefore David knocks apain, 
_— Zift up your Heads, Oye Gates, anate ye lifredup 
bye everlaſting Doors : Why, what haſte, 'ſaiththe 
” Mnner? What haſte ?  Why,. here's the King at 
your Gates; and that not an ordinary King nei2 
ther, he-is aglorious King that will horſour you * 
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Hanne þ 
Worn do woes 
but ſtands ill queſ ioping,. 2s if jt were an 
Mm nay Des at ſtood [Ay CN 
wh Ree Feng of ws ? Who? EAN VERS 
gain), It 15 the. Lord Poli. He, thatif youll 

Wen quickly: and thankfully Ys, can caſily 
ouſe down about your Ears ; He & the 
| Lord of Hoſts, chat King 3 hath. an.44- 
' my always at his « Formman who ſtands. ready for 
their Commiſſion, and then you-ſhould fon 
who. it is you might have had for. ng 16 
Lift up therefort your Heads,, O yeG aces Open 
ORs, ye that had .rather have. God for your 
Paend theh for your Enemy. Oh why ſhould not 
the Soul of every Sinner cry out, Lord, the Doox 
*45locked, and thou hiaſt the Key, I have been try- 
ing. what I can do, but the Wards are fo ruſty that: 
Icarinot poſſibly-turn the Key.: But Lord throw 
the Door off the Hinges, any thing in the, world, 
ſo thou wilt but come in and dwell here :: Come, 
O mighty God, breakthrough Doors of Iron, 
and Bars of Braſs, and make way for thy ſelf by 
thy Love and. Power. Come Lord and make 2 
» thy ſelf Welcome, all that I have is at thy ſers *© 
® vice: _ O fit my Soul toentertain thee! But where 
1s the Sinner that is.in this Note? How ſeldome: | -” 
* dopoor Creatures defire Gods Company, or bg". 
© wail his abſence? Where almoſt. are the. mem 
and vyomen to be found, that do in goed. cas boy 
- neſt long to be Acquainted with God? | Men"arg + 7 
-— natvrally ſtrangers to. God, and it is.a wonderful _ 2 
- Gifficule thing to perſwade men. to enter into, fs -; 3 
mom as a ſerious deliberate ana" : "i 
Xt | ele. ' = 


p in inflaire mercy 
| Weapons; fo 
I "Pardon; arid to 
os the inlo Fd. wr es et, and 
Forgi ; yer whete is the Sfriner, an fo be 
Fe ns-rhie with any thankfotatfs doth clofe with 
_ thefs tenders ? 'Now't being a bulinefs"of fuch 
infinite concernment, arid it being' the /bl work 


bk and buſineſs of a 'Minifter of. Chrift ro brin God 
; TEE | man_into'Union, roger man acquainted with 
op ;"Tthall'i " the next place labour to/inforce this 
x ortation on the hearts of ſinners, and-do 
M1 tican p« fot to prevail yvith theny that arc 
"19.0 to get acquainted vvirh God, 
WH they may have peace, nd that de. go00d 
might come” unto ther. 


E b E. © EXHORTATION. 


- 16s more, poor fianers, ThatGod which cas 
"ins moment ftop thy breath, and ſend thee into 
Bw doth offer to be friends with thee. If thou 
." wile cone upon _ his: Hvitation; well atid good, 
hou art'a happy man for ever; _ if not, thou wilt 
_Tue'the *day*that ever, thoy wert born': yet; 

ough merey the matrer is not gon {oſar,” but * 
-thon ma <7 ts will now at laſt in good. 
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wt = 
Rnd dh of "I —_ 
what an 
is wade to thee, CRE EE EY XF 
5oodnefs that 'can'pardon and forger- ſuch- = 
"ces; and "receive ſuch a Creature: into/'Favoury 2 
» thou wouldelt alfo cty- out with as great-admirss ' 7 
| tion as he did what manrier of love! your wool. by 
- think-it a mercy. not to be / cir robe a'kindneſs 
"never to be ſorgotten, 2. propofal riomeans/b. 
be refuſed, Now that I may,” if pode, Ire 
with ſome that are yet afar off, to corhe-1 
ſhiall- enforce this Exhortation wich cany'!; 
etful Morives, the leaſt of which (were: men bur” 
wellintheir Wits as to Spiritaal- matrets, . were 
the world not f&'a \Vonder Fools/jn the SETAE = 


fairs of their: Souls and Eterviry) org 


prevail. - O that I might (prevail! © 
might be periwaded! "O'-that God _ : 


Life nd Powerinto theſe Words, that they! 
' prove effeqtual to the” intended ends} Q) 
ſome poor Rebellious ſinners might-be-made to 
- Cloſe with the moſt advantagious OMctheb a =. | 
© were, orcould be-made to -Crcaturos in-our coats =: 4 
» dition ! 40272 0 
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MOTIVES. = 


The firſt Head of Motives that I ſhall ak 
Foc to inforce - this. Exhortation, ſhall*be taken... 
þ; from the Nature of the Petfon thar'l have 
you acquainted ge A po 6rha7e; "_ ns " 
X # fiend are e to have' ot liitn ;.an 
TF youtwwe rr rughremng Kthalt with Gods». 
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.. you bring one .thatdeſerve 
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Acquaintance, if I bid; you to your: Lofs,” Why 
xenlet me bare the-Name of a Cheater for Ever. 
'Andif after Trial, through trial, ' and intimate Ac- 


- quaintance, you find your ſelf deceived, and that 


itvvas not vvorth the while to give your ſelf ſo 


- much-trouble, Why then let me- be. Branded to 


Eternity, for the verieſt Lyer and-Impoſtor -in 
the:World: -. Fort my- part, I envy not men their 
happineſs, but I vviſh with alt my heart,..that'men 
wontd do- that which -may be moſt for- their in- 
fereſt. It was the-Counſel of Epitterus, hone of 
the weakeſt men; though a Heathen, Make choyce 
of that which is really moſt Excellent ;;and if there be 
# Friend to be found better than thy God, the firſt 
thing thou doſt, get an Intereſt in him, Butconſider, 
-yvhether there be not a contradition in- the 
Fearms, Zetrer than the beſt; it's perfect Nonſence. 
Iknow it's impoſſible for any one that hath right 
apprehenſiors of God; to undervalue him, Where: 


- fore it is agrand Fiecce of Religion, to haveclear 
OG erentons of God; ſuch can't but believe 


to be infinitly Lovely, Wiſe, and Powerful, 


- 


-and to be obeyed in all things; and all the'rea- 


ſon in the world to acquieſce in his Will, whois 
ſs Good and ſo Wiſe ; ſuch will place Happinefs 
in nothing below. his Favour, VVherefore,/I think 


3 Plutarch was not miſtaken,” who affirmed, Tut | 


maiirlife was given him of God, only to get the knows | 


x "A v- | ; 


ive of. God. ; But T ſhall be alittle more particu<; 


Ir-in ſpeaking to the excellent pv ee, 


$ better at your hands, 


xd is rhvre-worthy of your choiceſt Love, and \ 
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= Firſt, He is.the moſt loving, and kind friend. _ 
Feoor-ignorant Creatures:.that ' are; ſtrangers ta. 
m, they talkt: at a mad*rate concerning him : 
ofe -that know: him not; will. be ſpesking- bad, 
and thinking, worſe of him; but, -O- did' they 
but knovy yvhat God isto them that are acquaint» 
ed with him, had they but converſed with him . 
themſelves, did they. but ſee what entertainment - 
-hegives, had they but been in his company, and 
experienced. what ſome | have.. expetienced, 
they but beheld how affetionately he»imbtaces 
them which come to him, : they would quickly fay. 
that-it - was a falſe report; and wicked. ſeandal, 
that the Devil and the World, ,which. know. not 
God, ' had raiſed of | him z they, would ſoon. cry. 
out; . that they would, nat for a world but. that 
they. had been at his :houſe,-and that they. have 
cauſe to. bleſs God for \the day that-ever they 
knew ſuch and ſuch, who brought them acquain+ 
ted | with. ſuch: a friend ;-they ; will--never while 
© they live, for the future, believe any thing 'that 
"is ſpoken againſt God or Chriſt, let -vvho vvill 
ſpeak. it, 1s this-the God they- had ſuch hard 
*thoughts of? Is this the kindneſs that they did fo, - 
light ?-1s this- the friend. that - they vvere.; ſo 
-Joath, to;.come;to?. And : thug an ingenious Soul 
-yvill even be aſhamed. that it ſhould ever harboys 
* ſuch lovy thoughts of him, vvhom novy to; their + 
comfort they .have found beyond apprehenſion 
"Find... Believe. it Sirs, you! can't conceive vvhat : 
a friend. you: ſhall have of God, vyould, you but 
: wo perſeraded to. enter. into-Covenant) vyith:him, 
» to be his, vyholly -bis 5 [> tell you many; 'thag. 
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| fometimes think, and do as youdo-now, 
= Tet light by Chriſt and hate God; andiaw 4 
Z  Jlovelineſs in him, are now <quite - of -anot 
. mind," they, would not for ten thoufand” work 
quir their intereſt in him," O who dare ſay thy 
he is/aihard Maſter 7 Who -that knows him, 
', | Will fay he is an unkind friend? O what do pog 
”  "cteatures ail. that they do.entertain fuch harſh, 
fower [thoughts of- God? What, do you- think ; 
there is nothing in that Scripture, Pſ4/,-31. 19,Y} ; 
'O how \ great is thy goodneſs, which thou- haſt laid nl 1 
for them that fear thee? Doth the Pſalmift- ſped ; 
too -largely ? Doth he ſay more than:he:and 0. 
thers could prove ? Ask him, and he will tell you 
if verf.. 21. 'thathe blefſeth God theſe wete things I * 
t 
t 
h 
q 
ſ 
4 
a 
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Re ſpeak to, from his own -perſonal-cxpe 
ricnce; -and/ many thouſands as well :as he, to 
whom the Lord hath ſhewed: his'marvellous kind- 
nels; and therefore he. doth very paſhonately plead 

with the*people of Gow to love-hims” and inore 
&- highly toexpre(s their ſenſe of his goodneſs,” that 
the: world might be /encouraged: -alfo to have 
© $604; thoughts of him. 'What- Nation under 


Teiven can ſay they have_nor-taſted of his good- 


A neſs, Pſal. 33-5: All the eavthsr full of the goodneſs 
- ;#f the Lord, Read over the hundred: forty fifth Wy 
-'- Pſatm, ond:lg vs hear then what you have :to ſay + 
K againſt' 64, Some mdced may ſpeak of the might | 

of "Gods terrible as; ſome that have defpiſed Il - 

his Jove; have felt his power- and juſtice ; as; for 

theſe” we cannot think them competent Judges; 
©. in this cafe; they will' not, "it may be,-commend 
Gods gaodneſs : yet (even they catinot,' will 'not 
condemn ” God of injuſtice, \'but exclaim again(t 
themſelves for their unſpeakable folly. in wt” F 
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—_—— F537, 7 ET I 
U Ibg-bis Sindnes when ft was: tendered to them, 
Y Þues far: oibers, a Tg es Su rv] 
i 1027 the-googneſs of. Gody they! Val (@ antly 
( F Wer the Memory of his great goodueſs, .and (ing 
of his righteoufneſs. Do but try poor ſinner, do 
we efy,.come a little nearer, -:qnd believe your 
= avs -experience; and'if | after a; thorow; know- 
ledge of God; and n real acquaintance; with him, 
'you-can' ſay; that/his: favour! is: not t#-be! ſought | 
after, his) love/not worth | the' defiringy why then' 
have dotie;; Ehave no more.to ſay. ' I:anfure 
God were, as the Devil and the world repre- 
Atchim tobe; in-fo. many thouſands of ;years, 
»ns - ſo--:many. thouſands and millions * that 
Myve'been acquainted .with him, and entertained 
by him, forme of -them would have complained 
\before this,” we ſhould at one time or other have 
heard ſomething. againſt him, Now :I challenge 
allthe world:t6 produce me but an experienced 
lid (Saint, that. when .he acted like -hinelf, - 
and after. he':had been in. the company :of God, | 
and chad been feafted by him, :covld: fay-that he 
"kept'a ſhort houſe; eſpecially. could we. hut- n+ 
-bvire- of'thoſe thatit down. at his Table, and are + 
always in his preſerice ; which of them .all- have 
word to ſay againſt him ? but of that. more 
hereafter. | No, no,itis in ſinners chegpſclves; there... 
Hes the fault; they believe the malicious fatherat. - © 
Ayes, they: caffly credit the unexperienced'igno+ 
nt world: and how little reaſon. you. have $04 * 
2believe ſo- malicious cnemies before the Word-of - 
Ftuth, 1 : leave your ſelves 'ro:determine,.. © © 
bv will you take up a flander; againſt 1you 
Greator'fo eafily 7 Why will you | receive Tuck. 
great things wherein' your eternal welfare is*con* 
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.cornu ks» DE tr ſeaich' dilige 
ger me! vow confult the” iencos 
--- 'vviſer ſer-xrien,' and! ſee whether things not ad} 
-- xell-you, © And hovy doth the. nf, 7. pot 
poor os wvhat muſt the Devil be believed be 
fore G69? vvhat, is Goda hard Maſter Rill2.of all the 
Creatures inthe vvorld, ſome of .you- have litth 
reaſon to ſay46,' Haſt thou not been fed, cloathed 
ariddelivered a thouſand -times:by-hiny?; Who Is it 
Ythat: ptovided iſo richly:for ee Who'filled you 
- barns Who reſtored your health. at ſuch'and ſachi 
time, vvhen the Doctor gave you over? Was that 
.ohe- of his unkindneſſes ? Are theſe'the things 
»vvhichyou- ſtight'bim? God himſelfungkes'a 
lenge in Fer. 25. What iniquity bave your f aft; 
fond in me, that they —_ far from ms, and Ik 
walked after vanity, -4 become: vain ?.'neither ſail 
'they'where 55: the God that brought as out: of the” land 
of Egypt,” and led us throagh the wildermejs, througi 
.n land of deſert and pits, through a land. of #rought, 
,and of "che ſhadow of death, where no man awelt:ana 1F 
brought you into  plenti ful country, to.ear the fruit 
thereof, and the goodneſs thereof, and. yet you yaw nit 
ont, faith the Lond. Wasthere ever ſuch'ingratitudeſ} 
*heard'of ? Paſs ye over rhe Iſles of Chittim; avid ſend 
cunta Kedar, WK C0 my ſider diligent ty, and: fee if ther 
be ſuch athing 8: uation changed their god? 
but. my a ron changed their $197) for: bi 
which doth nor profit. And vvhat ſaylt; thou; O-ui- 
grateful 1/rac! ? have the Heathens: more-reaſat 
igpccleave to their idols ? Are; the Pagans-moſk 
"hcholding to their ſtocks and ftones 'than-thouſſ®- 
-#ttothe living Got ? And novy vvhat/haſt.thouy”: 
by all: this ? haſt thow increaſed: thy: riches? 
Parowy barno more full of Corn ? Are there eve}. 
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nee bores? Are thy 

? Is not the Heaven become as. Braſs, 

Ee, a$; Iron 2, Do not thy Cattel'groan-. 

999? Are notyhy. Vines and Fields , 

on Buren? "Why, you; may, thank yqur . 
A, }) this; you did not know when,you 

el. . Return. therefore, Q back-ſliding We. 


| «el, and thou ſhalt know-the difference between. 


ſervice, and the fevice of Devils, Fer..2. 30431., 


7 me therefore again plead/with. theg - O God-' 


iling linnex.- 14 for all this thou wilt not. be. 


. perfwaded, let me expoſtulate the caſe with. thee, 
as God did with Iſrael. Did not God bring tice 


a world every way. furniſhed for thy uſe,? 

h he not ſyb/ected the Creatures of. the world. 
thee? Who waters thy Fields out of his.trea- 
furies? Who. opens the clods of the Earth,” and 


ends thee out of his ſtore: hovſe proviſions year 


by year ? What would quickly become of. thee, 
thou hadft not. a freſh ſupply: from him. eyery 


year, nay, every Moment? O, is this his unkind- 
"neſs. for which thou hateſt him? And is it: for 
this that thou haſt ſuch ſower-thoughts of him? 
And if all this were too little, he would..do 


Epreater things than theſe; hath he not ſent his 
j2 out of his boſom ? Doth, he. not offer-thee 
e 


aven and Glory ? What 'canft thou in xea- 
Ton ask, that is good for thee, tha he would deny 


e, if theu would«but be acquainted: with 


6 im? Andif this be an unkind friend, I do, nt. 


ow who- is kind: if this be not love, I know, 


"not-what--is. What could he. have; done. more - 


"to expreſs. his love to- the worl-than he. bath 
pone? Iſa 44. ASk David what he thinks of G09, 


| :% 


we ol 'of Grapes? es thou | not. now £50 
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2 | "hs the friend wy 7 bu 
= P/al 16. 6, es are fallen Ne leaſant la 
bots: yea, Thave, A prodif bajinge, Wh e, Why, The that" 
b] {es King ſo much, * O' David? Tale forothiers | | 

 had'Kingdoms as well as' you ?: No, that's not the | 

thing, = Crown'is, one of the feaſt Jejvels*tm"my 

- Cabinet, The Lord is rhe portion of mine inheritance, 

and of my cup. So in Pſal. 23. quite through. Nay, 

E- doth he not fometimes come ont” and beckon to 

=. the poor beggarly ſtarved world; to'tome andeat 

»<--- their fill of the fame difh ; 0' rafte ad fee thar the 

7rd 45.g00d, Pal.” 34, 8. "If you will give any cre- 

./ 58 4” to his word, he will tell you, No friend lthero 
= God, Pſal. 73. 25, 26, 27, 28. Whom bave-Fithca- 

I bar "Is and there is none in earth' that Fea 

* defiye befides thee, My fleſh and my heart fuiteth, 

bur God is the ftrength Y my heart, and my portion 

Fe - 4 ever. For, lo,- they that are far from hm ſhall 

opereft: Thou haſt deſtroyed all them that go'a whoring i 

From the: but ut is good for me to draw. near to God, if 

bt others think, or do as they pleaſe, as fot him 

he vajues tho igh of Gods counterrance above torn W- 

"-& wne,& oy, Pfal.q4:6,7. 17oh-4.1.;Cant. 14; And W- 
what ſayſt thou'now poor creature? Art thoutilf 


i _ o 1 

TR : Rh 
= , x - +> > 

FOE  YuwOVIR__CIIT”TOOTO rTAFMTMPTT TT: 


_ 


” 
”" a *. 2 Ro rt i M2 0 


* FR "of - the fame mind ? Wile. thou have. God for 
- thy God and Friend, or no? Is he good and kind, 
--Of not? Is hjs favour worth the deliring and ſeeks. 
op aft er 7 Pſal.. 94. 3. Underſtand © ye bruſh 
WP wd ye om a wil Joh be &2 | 
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Ji wt | Ly or te ce Toy frat 
F. Fo L bs his words into 'E. they are 
$oodmeſs and pes of. God 10 
' great. tiat iy were well hoy ee wits,” þe 
| uothing publichly or privately, but praiſe 
; vo k. of hs name, Ar. Epic. I. 1.C,16. 
Yoth it. not become man, while he is plowings +.* +. 

I digging, and cating, &c, to belinging, Grear: © 
7 that God that hath given us land toll, mfr: i 
ts to work, with ; great 45 that God who oth Li- | 
-08-Ms bands and Feer, and other members ; above all, 
Fe be hath given "us an underſtanding fout ? And 
moſt men are blind in theſe things is -it not 
at ſome that are more wiſe and'able, ſhould 
walickly praiſe God for all theſe things ? and. now 
ma lame old man, but partaker,of Reafon, God 
$to be praiſed by me; this is my work,: and this I 
Will do, and I will not leave this tation as long 
as 1-live ; and I iſh that all, the world would 
ik with me in linging a Song of thankfulneſs to 
d God, Hear what a teſtimony he gives 
<, goodneſs of Go; Hark how he invites 
23qu-70.zoyn in that ſweet <onſort of inging pratj- 
= to your Maker: hark at what a ratc he WA 
hat never read a Bible, or heard of a Chriſt,” or 

ew what this acquaintance with. Ged GET I 
am ſpeaking of meant ; how bravely doth he {cr ©: 
| Wt the goodneſs of God? What fay. you, will you 
Lyet-te perſwaded.to think well of God ?.. Me- 
KF #unks if ain. loath tg Tee my good, Mater. thus 
Ti hte. and. undervalued; Methinks , it .grieves 
ene to ſee thee too, ſo fooliſhly to refuſe ſuch an” 


T% 


offer J hal conclude what-1 have to. Aay vponcs, - 


thas'.. 


3 ne's admiririg Stoitk, Tem. c. 6 
©, If 'men would ſtudy the nature of things, atd hi 
out gratefat minds, they-might ſee cauſe ſuſſicien 


- To praiſe God from every creature in the world.  1t'Þ © 
E.  - "18 not therefore becauſe God hath no goodneſs of N”" 
- = - beauty in him, that men dono more'earneſtly de- I - 
-., Hreacquaintance with him; but becauſe their'eyes I - 
= \-  wrefſhvt, or _ look upon him "througlis wn” 

—- ive is-is the firſt qualification-of this YI * 
&. Friend, which-may commend his acquaintance 


{ 


x Friend, : 

b-. ' Secondly, He isa moſt comfortable Fiſtnd, It 
1 a Vulgar, arid yet a dangerous erropr, which 
&. + the Devil would fain keep up the credit” of, That 
=. 2 Religious life is a' ſad, melancholy; penfive 
& > life; and that upon our acquaintance with God, 
©”. + vvemuſt bid an everlaſting farevvell tojoy, plea- 
= fure, and comforts. 'And' is it true, that a Chri- 
ſtians life is fo uncomfortable a life ? What 
2 then doth David mean to take his-Harp ſo oft 
=. in his hand? What makes him fo ſrequeytly to 
== vyvatble'out thoſe melodious Notes? Hovv' fel: 
7: dbovis bis Viol out of tune? 'Why' 3s he' fo oft: 
-. "finging and rejoycing ? Read the laſt P/alns at 
> your leifure, and then'tell me vvhether' that” be 
E_- the language 'of a ſad mournful Melancholy 
RP man? Do you never hear him ſpeak. of God his 
©. ,excecding joy 2? Doth” he not tell God plainly 
©. fometimes, that he can ſcarcereliſh any thing but I 
that vvhich- comes from his Table ? Nothing elſe 
--..- can.comfort him. Hence it is in'7/al, 119.56, 77. 
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at” and that was it chat ped Rory had. 
ul promiſe to feed his ſervant with, - 
ed; whereupon he'urges. God ks 
his - "av According to thy word unto th Yy ſer- 
Avant. And. that none might think” this wk. only 
Gods common kindnefs that he means, he adds; © . 
"*Lert thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live, * 
n +Gods common metcies would not ſerve vis turn, 
| nat was a Diſh that the, World fed upon as well 
-as he ; if he might nor (have theſe ſweet dainties,. 
uliar, ſpiritual, fatherly mercies, he could:not 
of ive, he ſhould even” pite away. for hunger, 
Wherefore he ſaith a little after, That bis ſon! did 
vin faint for Gods ſalvation. And the oul that bo 
hath- had a fulf 'meal | here; O how is it - 
raiſed? How doth itcry roalt meat, Cane. 4. T. 
The King hath brought me into his, chambits; add 
«what had you there? 'nay, that's more Co the = 
ul can czpreſs; dnly this ſhe can ſay, The taſte > 
of bat mercy, ſhe hopes to keep 1a her month for ever; © .* 
+ Wroptui ©: member his love more than wine, Nay, fo © 
Erz7 Friend is God, that thoſe who have = vl 
interelt in. him can rejoyce in ſuch times, . when - -- 
others would 'be weeping and - vvritiging: theid bo 
hands. * Gods company, is ſo refreſhing, .that it : 
e I turns a Pri: 'on into a- palace: ; it 'brings. joy and Y 
teaſure into a dungeon. Stand farth; O' ye ſuf- - 
F fering Saints, and ſpeak your experiences? the 
world objes your: ffate to. us: a; ſad ſtate; 294, BY 
they think you have good reaſon to accuſe. Go 
- andf. any have any thing to ſay againltmhe corti-- :- 
5 vega of a Religious life, andthiS friend, LY: : 
Well then, wif] you. promiſe; -'O: fins + 
16:ftand to the judgement of the = 
| i if Te 
. of *e LO ET 


” 


Cr _ "» 4 " 224% A + 24s ? 
- oy + S Wu — > + "* Lg 
%s; Go ww & 4.9 Lo 


' | l 
if "Ss ST A $ Y | = - . | 

Y z, ; Fe FP" A T ” o of «*% p vr " - 
SB el agree rw 4 tet if; 
: * a wide) torr | PITT ' 2.47 1 A 

_— ” 4 Y | 

» TT5 
' 


Ys 


+ 4 
- 47s 
; © 
I 
” z - tr 


T 4; 45k 


Ms + 7 bo) 
a - hp 
Ag 


- * od : P 


Wo that little Bok of Marry 
=:  J6 ll, find as_uncomfortable. ast Ie 

- Was, yet they would not accept of deliveratice ; 
© none of them all that would. open his mouth a- 
- aainlt this Friend for all this... What ſay -you, 
EQ Paul and Silas, now your backs-are.raw, and 
+ your fect are in thc ſtocks ?, their ſinging ſpeaks 
br eificancly enough for- them. that they were not 
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| A over-ſad; and they. are fo, buſie. in crying. #/7ale- 
- tnjabs, that they can't attend to give an anſwer K+ 


= t0 fo forry 2 queſtion. What fay the” Aarrgre 
out-of the Flames. Doth nottheir love burn as 
>. hot then_as'evcr?- Did ever. any of them,from 
# -Abc/ to the lealt that ſuffercd in Ehriſts cauſe, ſay 
that God waS an uncomſortable Friend ? : Do not 
the children of .W:/do-, from firſt to laſt quiti- 
Ge Wifaem, and ſay, That all her ways are mays of 
afantneſs, and all ber paths, peace ? Of thoſethat.. 
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= f wp for their Friend and know it, "ws lg 


any of them all that complains of God... 
= 4woth he come-and chear them up whetFall the 
#- world isagaint them ? Fob. 16. 33.  Whatamade 
E. that Holy Man in;?/a/, 23, ſay, That.chough he 
© frould" walk, through the walley of the Free of 
- Zeath, hiwould fear 10 cuil, What, not fear then ? 
= Why, what Friend is it that keeps up your ſpirits? 
-” that bears you company in that black .and diſmal ' 
> Region; he will ſoon tef] you God was; with 
him, and in thoſe ſlippery ways he fean'd. upon 
© His ſtaff, .and theſe were the Cordials that: kept 
& his heartfrom fainting. I challenge all the. Gal- 
- ants in the- world. out of all their Merry Jovial | 
>-Clubs, to ficd ſuch a company of merry chearful. 
CA RT. Crea-- 
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Rt! oF WY red | \” 
- and Cd moaghere not withrheſe ” 
tp v. ou think" they can't be merry when their 
® = nee is-ſ0 grave, but'they arc fure you 
> be truly; merry when you'fmile with #.curfe 
wpor-your fobls. - They knowthat he ſpoke that 
(4 SRO not be miſtiket; Prov. 14.7: 
Eve i4 Laxghrter the beart is ſerrowful, and the end 
if char Mirth 5s beatuineſt; Then call-your Roaridg, 
Loy: our Singing; and Laughter,Mirth; but the Sps 
Af 6f God calls it madneſs, Eccl. 2. 2. tion þ 22 
mb mans heart is ready to die- within him, amd 
vwith-Ngba! to become like a tonhe/; how ehearfuls. 
=> cats thoſe look that have 'God' for their 
! 'Which- of the valiant . ohes' of the” world 
ar out-face Death, look joyfully into Eter 
- # Which of them can hug a Faggot, embrace” 
i Flatries ? This the $aint, can do,” and mote: to6'; 
" for hs can look infinite Joſtice'in the face with's 
' chearful heart, he can hear of Hell vvithjoy' aid © 8 
"thankfulneſs, he can think' of the day of Redge. 's 
ment /vvith great delight and comfort. I again 
nt all the vvorld to, produce one ontio = 
- their merry Ys one that tan do all 3 
come muſter up alf your jovial Blades akon, "FX 
«all for your Harps 'and Viols,. add- vehat yow. <7 
vvill' to 'make the confort complear;; brjn ay 
; your richeſt Wines z come lay yout heads | 6- 
” ther, and ſtudy vvhat may ſtil! add ito your Corh- 
-, fort; 'vvell, is it done? Novv  come'avyay ſinner.- 
-_ this might thy foul muſt appear before Cod AER 
” govy, vehat ſay you man? What, doth. F -1 
{Courage fail you? Novy call "fot" your ang; A 
_ >; / Com-... S 4 
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45 threatnings ot.the. A 
© | - Dighty God? vyhat ſo boog andjolly but now, 
3 ; and novv- dovvn in;the mouth 1; Here's-a ſudden 


. 
- 
! 
Ml 
*% 


" change indeed? Where's thy. merry: companions, 
þ._ T1 fay-vgain ? all led ! Where are-thy darlin 


, 5 es ?-haye-all forſakenthee?: Why 
6 1 a;s ſmilin ?. What, art thou: quite bereft: of, 


thou be dejected, there's a;poor-man-in, tags 


:  all:comfort ?.'What's | the matter: man? What's 
2M the: matter, ? There's a queſtion , vvith all” my: 

-_ heart, to ask'a_ mean, that muſt appear before a 
Goa to morroyy morning. Well ithed, it ſeems 
© © your heart- miſgives you, yyhat. then, did/you 
”  myantd talk of joy and pleaſures? are/they--all 
po to this? Why, there ſtatids one that ;novy: 
hath. bis heart :as full of. comfort-as eyer jt; can 
hold; and the. very, thoughts of -Ecernity; vvhich 
-_ do. fodaunt your:ſoul; raiſe hisz; and vyould.you 
. * Knovy' the reaſon? he knovvs he is going-to-his 
» friend, nay his friend bears him.company thorovy 
. thatdirty Lane,. Behold hovv good and hoy plea. 

= fant a thing it is for God and the foul to dvvell to- 
& in, unity ! This 'tis to have-Ged for afriend. 
Be *d- 55 the foul that-is in ſuth.a caſe; yea,” bleſ- 
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" Þ Tivly God is g00d.; Though ſometimes he, 

'Y hide” his face! fot # while,” yer he dorh"ther:'in. 
"Faithfulneſs, 'an@) love" there is: kindricſs*jmhis 
Yery py tv tove bound -up-in his yods* 


7 The true "Tſraclith fr mwhom thive 15,1100 ome; ſoall be 
* refreſhed by rhis'\Savionr.. The 1fratite that wre- 


ies \with- tears - with" God,  and- values his love. 


© ubove the whole" world; that will not 'be/put”off 
without his 'Fathers bleſſing, he ſhall have 


Urpreſent ſow''in' tears.” ' ven tofuch' 41) are of a 
lean heart, | The falſe-hearred hypocrite indeed 
\ that gives 'Gydr only? his! tongve* and lip; cap and 
:khcc, but reſerves his heart-and love forofinand 
"the world, that: hart much! 6f complement; Bur 


- nothing of affeQion and reality; why; ler 'ſuch'a "7 
- one never expect;: while: in fuch-aiftate; 'to'rafte 


*thoſe-reviving comforts. that'Þ have been treat- 


2ing of: while he drives-fuch s zrade, he muſt iner | | 


.- expe much''of Gods: 'comripany 4 but of chi 


” *hereafter. 1 What a charge-doth: God give 't@his - | 


'Miniſters to keep: up the Tþiries-of ' hys -pebple. 


Comfort ye, Comfott ye my ptople ; faith '\'the God, ue 


p peu ye comfortably-ito Feruſalernii ''Wt's a groſ&m- 


- Rake; to think that God loves 'ts ſee his:dreoping + 
and” hanging [down :their heads 4 No; Nayvhe 3 
”. vcounts-it his honout'to-:have this ſervants! chear-"* 
ful:-+O why''then ſhould any of: the precious fons* = 
'and daughtersof: Zion walk: up/and.down;cas of ©; 
{tticic friends company were not fufficientto''fq-. 
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Fare aad3ee nol reaſon to revetfe my ſentenodhs.. 
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4#'witheſs; 2s fhail reap in joy, -chough he! may 
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*Hieethein; evenin/thelowelt ftare [that oC; o 
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F — 01-3 wh ,d0: bien, © The world Tian 
- - an: ar and ask hw, how they "ke fuck f 
dompith life;-and the ſervice: of ſuch: a Maſter, 
allwhoſe ſervants,:and friends-lead-fach a dolc- 
fublife. Stay, hold there Satan, that's a lye,: and 
loud one too. ; there, are and, have been:thou- 
finds: of Gods Children: that have lived, as it 
; J_ the Subburbs of Heaven, . while they have 
. —_ Eafth ;'many 'thouſands /there have Y - 
"1 been, have ſpent their days in'[trye ſolid joy 
and peace; many that have gore from” one-Heg- 
:ven of comfort- here; to. another--of glory: and 
- Sorhfort in that other -wotld; »As 1 fall before 
I again,:Jt -ignot the coinpany:of :Goaz but 
'the want of it, makes-thoſe ſad which you ſee fo; 
| beſides, let me tdl you, tears andjoy ateno way 
- Intzonſiſtent. . It may be alſo thoſe tears, that: fad 
7A countenance may befor thy: ſake; when he Teos 
what comfort thou deſpiſeſt,, and knows: what 
108 Os what a Friend chop refufeſt,; 'hecan't -but 
$ it's'no'Rarity- for the people'of Gadin the 
* .- ;midſt;of- their ſpiritual enjoyments/ to. pity -poor 
I Poliſh Anners-; -that flight: thoſe things © which 
"they know tq be\fo refreſhing {\ Thus. Devzd did 
- whe his heart was ſolaccd with the love of Gaz, 
"*J Ciao ws ſoul was ready to: be over-burdened, 
--, -over-powered : with the abundant in-corhes. of 
© Gods kindneſs, «he can't but with! grief 'and-pity 
— "lik of their ſtate; who have nothing to live 'up- 
"IF Hf husks;: whuleſt he feeds' thus; high..'> Olet F 
” my; foul be: but acquainted with God, le t mis but | 
Rs - is pore of: thoſe true comforts, Grink ow - 
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Yo could fp the fomrs nſual pleafure A 

| then" as ſearce envy-the moſt merry rant. > 
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Blades their comforts ; 1 will not: ſay bur 
Ht ſhould with ſorrow think of their wants. 
> fpoken by- Galexcins Caraxiola, one that 
F iletivg had none of the leaſt ſhares .of world= _ 7 
penjoyments, eznd-might' have had-more, couls& 12 
hav diſpenſed with the abſence of this friend, ..: 
# eould he but have been willin "s to have wanted 
thoſe ſpiritual comforts; Let him periſh.chat was 
bigs not one hours communion with God, \and-rbe 
 tunifgrts of 4 divine life, above all the pleaſures aud 
+: oj that the earth can afford, - Give me ſuch 
forts, ſuch-a'friend,” whoſe ſmiles may: refrefly 
Winn catkives) whoſe preſence: may revive 
elſe can, Natwadlsſts tells ny ofa 

Bieg call'd ln that being brought: _—_ 

room where any one lieth flick, if he look upon the 

\ liek perſon with a fixedeye;! he etoveredk; bur-if 

hetutn away his eycs, the-perſon; dies, ei is tfue, 

Tam ſure, of this friend, in whoſe favour is life, 
_ and in whoſe frowns there is death, [.4#."Epics | 

5 Lis: pap. 24] Can you help me to ſach a "Fiend (ray | 

+ pl ſay with as good reafon as he) that can. hin 
v1 all fears. © for ſuch a friend + This is-in- 
Fel all pleaſures to me; to think that God.is 


my 'Father, and to know tht 1 have loved: and > 
| 5: him to the ttmolſt of my power,” not only == 
4s but in deeds; this, this is the pleaſure,” 3 
| here'a ſtiendindeed.*! Now what dowyou.fa = . ol 
this/'.i3 God tobe defired'? Is bis agen nt x 
"te 'be- foopht-after? Can fuch 'a/ (iehd' be: too" 
-m Lon <- valued > The” truth' of it” is,"f would: not -Y 
\ akon for dyiof your dnifors which: = 
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i :[t/is-'not he chat ſmiles,” but? oY 
_ Took. up; to; God as ; his, _ Aa 

- foul;- and. ſce- things 7 pag 2 good compo i, 
E. Jepory kept in,a-chearfull ſubjection. to his Mak 
and Redeemer ; this,: this is the ſtate, here dwells. 
s; and .comferts ' that: deſerve ſuch a-name;, 
"This lower Region ſometimes - is ſtormy, but 


2 


above-there is «conſtant calm, - Sen. And .is God #4 


"Mill to be lighted ? are his favours, is his acquain- | 

- tance little, worth ? Iknow--you can't-be We- 
. my. to comfort and joys; why, -let me-t 

- here's the Well of 'Conſolation, here's the {5px 

- cain;-and all;-6ther joys., which: are drawp- out..of 

-the. Cifterns; will crc long. be dry. Come: away 

© therefore, poor ſoul, -and do not refuſe ſuch.joys' 


_ as:all- the -carnal- world can't parallel .for- their * 


o _ EX And this is the next orzve, taken from 
the: conlderation of the Nature of this Friend, 


5; whe : would perſwade_ you $0 get acquainted . 


fm 
CN! "Firſt, He is aloving and kind Friend;.. ; 
22 y, He is the moſt chearing, comforting 
Neal, He-is the 'moſt able and powerful 
"> Rand - He hath all- power in his hand; and as 
lons azhe is but thy Friend, who ere is thy Foc, 
; thou ſhalt never. be over- powred, neyer.be cruſh- 


- ed; © -Thou, may{t. challenge all the Devils in Hell, - 
- and all-his/ inftruments; upon earth to do.their 


pork: God is on thy. fide, thou needeſt not fear. 


; d and. brokgn. by. «. thouſand ;egemnies 
ESE Wat; 2. Joo to fly (0, FO AP 
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Thou art inghy ſelf a poor weak Creature, calily , 
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ARS«  adader then, if every wiſe 
FaRInK it abundantly vvorth his while to ſes 
ethis great Pri to himſelf - that God 
by be: his friend; This is:his beſt hold, his 0 on 
WL 20x day verſe 4:7 One thing have 1 deb re 
+ of the Lord, that vvill 1 ſeck mo that .1 may 
40 the -houſe' of God. all the dayes. of my 
' to-bdiold' the beauty ef the Lord, and 
pirejnhis Temple. - 


i, the' World, and the Devil, may tempt a 


ſnace, bit chey -can-never::guard him fromthe 
power: of this Great-ond, Alinighty God. ' |.) 
::And-noy, you that are /contented- to- live ag 
tio. Lodi in the World, Jet me requeſt you to 


4:Gadd thouſp iread out-the Heavens as:a Curtain, 
of@cover the Sa vvith. Datkneſs? Canft thoucall 
#0 the Lightnings, and vvill they anſwer thee; and 


e: yve-are ? » Shouldit thou ſpeak) to-that .- 


haſty ;Chanipion, and:.command- him to: ſtand 
08 Quarter of an Hour;: vvould he'obey-thee 

| I eheſe things be too much, wvhy doſt thou 

T ithac-art'/bit = Worm 2 Ales poor ſinner; "vyliea 
: "ahis great God appearsin judgment, thoj1/art.nor 
F able ,to-deal.\vvith a:Fly -or a Frog, 

+/©:; thenz! Is it not good | prudence for: all 


Tithe! ſons of men; to come-and agree! quickly* 


"this. Adverfary: vyhile he'is_in the-vvay;.for i! = 


78ver: goeson in "an Enmity-an& Rebellion-apainſt ©. 3 


© lis Lord: of Heaven: and Earth,” ſhall not prot: 


Ws be'fure his-Sin {ſhall find him |ut.:: 
ve: Ani this is another Kr of-this Friend 
0 £ T'yvould commend to your: 42quaintance, 


x is an able Friend. "8s. Firtt, 
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EN Tit; he-j is th molt kind adi 
© Secondly,” he is the row worn =] 
.. Thitdly, he. is the moſt- able ay” powerf 

Friend: 1t- FOITGI"1; 

IJ Fourthly,' he is hs yaolt/ ative: Friend; Hl 
commands: his to' be'diligent and: induſttious; 

pp Toy in" the vyork of the Lords furs 
e vvilt not be flovy.! '/'-v 
Tar the ihanimatecreature, ſoch-4 # the Sun, ul 
ſolveth as a ſtrong man to run! his\Ratery bow 
ative then muſt the maker of that? Sutv: ug if he: 
comimatid' you not todeal vvith a ſlack hand, ſure. 
"he himſelf vvill not-deal vvith- a lack hand; 
ould you behold: this Friend of yours vidi ups 
onthe vvings of the Wind; and makingthe oudl 
his Charjof, vvould you not ſay,. O bovy ſwift, Q 
hovv ative in this glorious Friend: of mine!!::The 
feet of this beloved One are as Hinds/feetj:for the 
| of his Friends;” Yea, his very eyes tru toad 
ro: through the whole world; forn theig\ good ht 
keeps conſtant vvatch-and: vvard: abontthem, . and 

E  hHe'that'cah injure any: of bs out of his fight ſhal 

a yo Un npuniſhed, E/a.” 27.3 

Y The'-Lord ſpeaks. this under! the: Mietap he 

of n Vine:Tard; anddoth: this great Hubbandin : 

et ihis7 ine-1 ard ? 'doth he not Dig,” Manuel” 
and ftone it, . and keep out the wi/de-Boar, and 

\ Foxes? Doth he not prune it,7:and 'tendey i cha-Ys 
rily? I the Lord do keep- it ' nightand>day;i none 
ſhall*come intoit to gather the Fruit ofiicovvitholt YA 
my"leave., T vvill water it every, moment x: S. * 

that you ſee what pains God takes for#-hig:-'-DoY* 

.You. believe, this Friend fits'm Heaven, row fiber * 

.:down_ upon. the Earth for . nothing? '; Be'nat 5 

"Yneves, Of ys that wilt not be Poſhactd'Þ "i 
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| & arr refonGiliation' with' this Great and Holy: Mas 
of yo The/ Lord is :nvt, flack, concermng-'bis £0m- 
UN i 14s fame account flackreſs : + Let his ſtay be +: \- 
Þ never-To long; when he; comes to judg, the world; 
wwill be before the Sinner : look for him, Ins 
"#c& there is - nothing; that! a wicked. man more 
fleaſeth-himſelf with;- than the thoughts. that i 
will be'a/long time before Goa; and he meet, /bux 
he! little conſiders that a Thouſand years are byt as 
Une | day: c'compared to' the dayeg of Eternity, 
Now;vby faith, : theſe things are made. real-to the 
conſiderate Chriſtian ; and: as- for. the ſupplying 
&f [his wants, he koows if he! comes at midnight 
*-:borrow' bread- of him, he will not- put. you off 
With this excuſe, that he'is a Bed :and,cannat riſe 
fro this Children, but will preſcptly help, make; 
-ing<their /neceſſicy his own opparrunity to.. give 
them what ſhall:/be.convenient for them; - as know- 
jog,: that let the' wind fit in what corner it will,} it 
hall fit :their Sails, -and bring them- nearer the 
Harbour, br: F- 
The - worlds © Friends, - are infinitely © below 
this" Friend ; One hath:choſen Silyer and Gotd, 
zand'a great Eſtate, and ſuch, a one; ;in'the workds 
 Kalehder may be :writdown for one: of the wiſeft 
Pinhis Choice: Well; let us fee now ' what this 
Friend can do for you, your body is.on the Rack, 
your hands. are weak, your. legs tremble,” your 
Remack fails, your ſleep departs from. you ; Where 
TY Bnow your friend 2 Call for him ſpeedily, comelgt 
08 *usnow ſec if he be a friend indeed, letus ſee it, can 
{be giye you one boyrs ſleep, canhe help youro 
one moments ref, can. he give .you no refrefl. - 2 
merit, no help? Take him, lay him by yoo on-your 3 
\4Bed! Oits ſo heavy I cannot endure it; Layitin \ 4 
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jov Bſame: O, tumor ret firs ele | 
way, take itaway, it vvill-not do: Wh 
_ You knovy vvhat you ſay? Itis'your: ol Eriind 
vvhich you'valued above God himſelf; it Mo. 
of Gold: T knovv it, I knovv it; it preſſe me down; 
it isTo heavy Lcannot bear it.; away vvithit; dw 
vvith it: And is this the Friend you prized fo vety 
highly ? ? Is this all the kindriefs'that he hath: for you 
novv ?-Ts thisall the help he'can give you at ſuch 4} 
time;vvhen 2 Friend ſhould Rand one in To ſtead} 
Were you not told as' much long ago; hovy-yod 
Niould be. ſerved arlaſt ? $ 4905 
Fifthly, He'is the moſt Humble and Conde 
,cending Friend; He doth: not ſcorn to be acquaiy 
- red with the Meaneſt; The'Begpar may beas well 
come'to Hin, as the Prince': The Poor” ant Rich 
; re all/one' ts Him ;' He takes 'as much notice of 
6 onthe Du unghill, 2s David on the Throne 2: He 
any of h his Friends in Ragys, as well as ii 
es in'Sheep-skins and Goat-skins, as wm us 
ts and fine Linnen. 
12Dvok | Creature, vnd! ſee ovhat © Pri 
3 hots: haſt ; God' Himfetf, the King df 
y, is willing to be Acquainted vvith ahee-; 
at fayeſt-thou to __ D5th nor thy Heart 
oe WO "thee" for Foy, wha you confidey xl :iinft 
Goodriefs © Cod. that Reveals theſe things 
0 Babes,"  whith are bit from: the-Wift td res 
Met Ever' p Father, for or it bath © ſtem d:rgotl 
'#n thy Pyes.”" That's 2 "[irohg Expreſſion; "yt nm 
'he ſpoke* it that cannot Lyes "Therefore, '@-yw 
- Humble" @iies; © that vatue-thes Favour -uf- cs 
-Friend, Hear and Read = and'" make - the 
"Beſt of it I's Yours; feed vpon' ir; It's a 
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eed, I/a, 66. T, 2. 'T Thus ſaith the Laid” hex. ; 


a _ y Throne, and Earth "is my foor-ſtool 3 - 
here 5s ole houſe that ' ye will build\ me, and where 
" 1. rhe 9 of © my Reſt ? For all theſe things ' hath” 
"'n w7 7d, made, and all thoſe things have "been; 
wh ho Lord :* But to this man will I lock, - ever 
him that is poor and of _ a contrite Spirit, and wem- 

"1 at my Word, 1 ſhall have occahon hereafter, 

| 5h to open theſe words under another Head, 

| -nhiock I ſhall now but name it. * O what en- 
uragement-is here'for the molt deſpicable Crea- 
ure inthe world, that may be ashappy inthe ac- 
yr with God, as the mightieſt Lord in the 
orld. Here's one that will not be aſhamed'to 
own thee, when others will take little notice of 
thee. 'Thou thinkeft theſe things ſtrange, it may 
ezand ſo they be indeed, but yet not more 
#range than true. It doth not alittle engage the 
"WeQions of the meaneſt Rank, if a perſon of qua-- 
Jity do but give them a Kind Took 5 eſpecially if 
they may have freedom of acceſs to- Hirn, O' 
what'a Priviledge they count-it; but ſuch a' one 
to. undertake the whole managing of a poor 
mans affairs, for him to come to his Houſe, and® 
Mt look into hjis Cupboard, and to take care-of- 
Supplying all his Wants, and coming frequently- 
to , and ſupping with him, and be with him, 
and to make great Proviſion for him as if he vvere; 
4 ince; where is ſuch a thing as this heard: of'?:: 
bat: ſuch a thing vvere, it were a light matter” 
npariſon of vvhat Tam ſpeaking '- 'V Vhere? 
&.we ever Read 'of a great Kings ſending-Ems? 
dor after Embaſſador to a poor Beggar? What: | 
tory- doth Record ſnch a Story as this, that a: 
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at Monarch hauls mike s earneſt, ſure ſormany; : + 
bp H YEA If | _ , 


js topether bg worthle fo ave, + hat bi 
" be will,” that t ath. not" @ rag tc 


2-4 Fake her his Queen; this-is rare: ee ; 
| : 2, beyond pau aig among merz -bat yet it it 
-  1s-that which-the great God. doth not diſdain tg 

8a; Nay. let -me tel thee whoſpever © thou ar 
7 remaining in a.ftate of Nature; that readeſt th 
lines, thatiat this very time(God is doing no leſp 
2 then all this comes to for thee; and þinthe name! 
© of: wy, great. Maſter do come to expoſtulate the 
- eaſe: 'with' thee; that - God' that ' gave thee thy 
breath, and-can take it away as ſoon as he pſeaſeth; 
that God that made Heaven and Earth, to whom, 
all the Nations of the Earth are but as the drop 
" a bucket to the” vaſt Ocean, who holdelt the Sea in 
- , the hollow of tis hands; that weigheth the moun» 
fains in ſcales, and the hills in' a.'ballance-: - that 
God that hath no-lefs than,a Heaven to- reward: 
6, with, and a Hel! and everlaſting Flames to, pu- 
2» 7 niſh+ with, he itis, that doth by m# beſeech'thee 
E> ©: z/be.econciled. unto him, he.it is that! would 
be: your Friend, your Acquaintance. Orunheard 
_ofmercy! O nddite and unparallel'd condefcenti- 
” oft Thaye oft thought there, are two greataftos 
 niſhing wonders inthe world, The one ts Gods 

SH ng mercy and condeſcention to rebellious a+! 

poſtatized/ man; and-the other is mans-inſenſbi- 

pf and ingratitude ; that there needs ſuch a ſity 
. avd-fo many words to perſwade. him to. cloſe! 
-: with this wonder vf kindneſs, and that. fo 'yery 
- few thovld' be-prevailed with. See this ſet forth L, | 
to-thelife in Ezek, 16, J/a. 1. 2,3: Pſal 11, 3,4 


$565 7/8 The':Lord 85 high above all nations; 4 Fi | 
bis glory above the Heavens, Wio is 1the ware thi 
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and "RF 0TH, 00 
ſelf Thebat the beg ar are in > Fre, and £5 
Se thimes that arein- the Earth. He raifecls wp. ah + : 
o wee the. Duſt,” and lifted the needy ant of the.” \ 
a w-hily that be may ſir with Princes, 60 The 5 
iff therefore had no ſmall eaſon to cry out; + 
"04 admiration, Pfal. 8. 4. What 'zs tan that thok > 
: s xy of him ; and the ſon of man, that thau wi- 
7 hana ?. What i man that thou iake(# krnowledg 
Whim,or the {on of man, that thou wiakeſt' accom 
We þim ? -Pfal. 14.4. 3. Job 17. 17, 18, What #5 man 
tut thou ſhonldeſt magnifie -bim, and that "thor 
"2x0 fer thy heart upon him, and that thou 
wideſt viſftt himevery Moriing, andtry kim ewes 
ment | ? Behold his Majelty, and yet how he 
hops? Nahum 7. 4. Pſal: 18. Job 39. 38,and 39 
Go aters; Iſa. 40, Pſal, 138.6. Though the Lord 
be brgh, yet hath he refpett #rto annua But the 
froyd he knows afar if. That which (S2xeca; Ev 
M17.) the Moraliſt ſpeaks of Wiſdom may be 
ir of. God, Epiſt. 61. 1: zs lawful to come td lnm ' 
| bout rich reaps and es attendance; come Na-' 
[77 "and you ſhall be as kindly entertaines, as if you 
| Yiows: in cloth of Gold, and were beſparkied with 
amonds. He will not pie recr acceſs ro the vith 
ar che poor, neither doth he value a ftrong htalths 
per ſor, befcre 4 firk, and crazy one, a beautiful 
1 trim'd Gallant, b:fore a cankfred,- old,” des. 
wed Creature, Thus far: Seneca and the hag = 
E-: of the Language. Neither Jeb"; Boyl;% 


ur's ſores made. God keep ever the v0 
er off from them. I knew one all of x deave- 32 
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fk the fall /Pox, whom this friend-came*ts . 

; k; -and i in that condition, how many kiſſes! had -- 
-weet Creature from God ? O it. would 4s 
& hear good. to have f a friend !Apd this. 
2 Ws FLY 7 
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; -"jahe pack © qualifcrrſonof this Friend, "hich [ 
>. = woromend..him fo thy. acquaintance, 'be-thou n& 
38 - ver ſo poor, never {0 vile and finful jin;thy ow] 

- eyes, ſuchas thy ſelf he hath made welcome a 

-, upon his{Word, wilt thou bur come" away ſpes 

as, thou: ſhalt be welcome too. - - 

"-*,-Sthly, He is the molt Faithful friend. Where 

"3s isthe man. that can tax him of the lea(t' unfaithful. 

ak els? which is the man that can, ſay taat he ever 

= © forfook' any of his in -their greateſt exigency ? he 

E-{ hath been truſted more than once with more than 

 - the-world is worth a thouſand times over ; and 

©. They which truſted him molt, never acculeth; never 

"thought their choiſeft Jewels, their whole. eſtate 

=... could be left jn ſafer hands ; his promiſe, and hig 

ly performance have kept touch, he never failed hy 

"19 the: Jeaſt 'punilio, or circumſtance of time! 
- Ak Abraham, who was one of' Gods friends, 

'" God tells him that his ſeed ſhall inherit 'Caraay, 

and; that. they. ſhall be ſtrangers in a Land that 

: was. not theirs four. hundred years; -and did het 

-*-"*notat the expiring of that time, though it was aſh: 

Midnight almoſt, bring them out of Egypt -. God 

keeps his'time with them to a minute.” Ask Foſhud 

- whether he did not live, to ſee this promiſe made 

- good? inquire of David, and he will: tell you # 
"gain, | that no friend! is ſo truſty, The unfaithfuls 
'nels is 01: mans fide, there indeed, there/I fayl 

=: many.an- inkandfome thing done, and; yet for, ul 
co "God: dath- not (as-you ſhall here hereafter) preſs 

: VP ot Jag break with them ; if they forget':that chey Ry 
—— hildren, he will not forget. that: he is than 

4 7 Fatkiers if God ſhould have done. thus! by hy 

We - many thouſands of them that are; now!-in- 

15 7oþad been Ngnewere elſes He prota lege 
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© thiogs-unto bis Friend; ut do's he 16 not; do” Y TY 
5 he "faith, if not in-the very = yet int 
4 is better; and who would account himſe 
& wronged, if onethat promiſed him ten pound. in”. 
' | fi er, ſhovld in the ſtead of it give him ten, thou- 
find Pound in-Gold and Jewels; I believe ſuch.a' 
Zone-would not be thought to be worſe than his 
2h 'ord, nor the perſon to: whom he made this pro» 
'T iſe, count himſelf injured. - And this: God- doth 
- equently, did men but underſtand: the worth. of 
what God pays them with. - It-may be: God doth 
Fnotcloath them in Silks and Sattins, (neither do E 
know that. re ever promiſed to do ſo) but yet he 
&Cloaths them with the Righteouſneſs of»-Chriſt, 
Zand bcitowes thoſe Glorious Robes upon them; in 
pe ich they look: more Trim and Neat. than in 
®Cloaths of Gold; he hath made him ſuch, a-Sute:, © 
tis the handſomer for. the much wearing; he . 
og Eat and Drink, Sleep and Work jn it, and 
keep it on his Back Day and Night, and.it ſhal/not 
be wrinkled ; it is the better for uſe: 'He is a faith- 
Z ful Friend', and none that ever had to do-with- 
*Him can ſay any thing to the contrary ;, He hever 
forgot any- Buſineſs that any of his Friends. defi 
red him to do for theg, he never neglected.it,-or | 
"TL by rhe halves ; where did any of them-come-. 
to him to reveal ſome ſecret loathſome diftem- 
_ r_ to him, that he reproached them with it ? To» 
Which of them did'hepromiſe a Heaven, and put *. 
. -th wm off with this World : When this, Pilot-ur- 
aertakes to Steer their Courle , there their Veiſcl 
be Tos nA er ſplit upon the Rock, run upon the Sands, 
Xorf «5 zz Leak, ſo as to ſink in the Seas; tobe 
Liee them ſafe in their Harbour. ' Ar. + 


1. c,26,H6 was ng Chriſtian, yet Nas none will - 
Hg | | __ 


y bo er; | 
Mad: ch pry ſe.God for bis Friens R 
- Feewaly *throug bh 4 robo that ha 
ES F; pin-Frorg : all paſs ſafely mas, | 
© for he only" 3s ſafe that bath God for wa | 'D oth) 
f e not ſpeak /a little like David himſelf, . 37 
#26; Who: never expected to come to Glory, TI 
: - cept he vvere guided by. his Council! -Novv, if a 
-poor Heathen: could fay thus, and fee good reaſon 
to'tr God, and admire his Faithfulneſs_ as he 
--,doth quently; and fo doth Seneca, juſtifying 7? 
"Gods Faithfulneſs in all his dealings with rhe belt } 4 
E. - men in_alf their Sufferings, and the proſperity of IF 
E the vvicked; vyhat then ſhall _the heavenfy Chriſti. 
- anlay, voto hath experienced ſo much-of Gods 
. Faith fulneſs in anſyvering his Prayers, in fulfilling 
promiſes,and ſupplying all his' exigencies, Da. 
Ne 0 wvill tell you-as much, and juſtifie .God ir his W* 
7 £ < pos Fevere difpenſations.tovvards, him':-. /n-very 
og Trufuteſ baft thou afflicted me, Pſal.-119.75, 
*-I-our earthly arid bodily affairs, wve ſhould ne- 
ver qpunt that Phyfitian faithful that vvill rather 
open a vein, of put his Patient to exquiſite torture 
|  tofave his Life, then let him die cafily. We believe 
be 2 Father may vvhipliis ſtubborn Child vvith morg 
Hove than let him alone. - To-prevent the Ax of 
'« Halter vvitha Rod, Ss no crucity.. Faithful are the 
"vvoundsof a Friend, Prov. 2,7,6. It yvas not ſor 
| ' nothing that. the PGalmift- ſticks: ſo cloſe: to. God; 
=: he ha&a.lirtle expericnce of the unfaithfulneſs of. 
- other friends; - Pſat: 38, 9, 11. His Lovers and bis 
- Friends ſtood aloof from bis ſores, and his Kinſmat; 
* ftoed a far "off, May not a great miany complam aol 
be. ell ns/720, That their Brithren bave deals dece:t=: 
s, EM 2h as bg and as the TR08 Y i 
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"FF x: ON Way may for 
-thet 9.7 dy town one, Father and 
of ne off, t herg's's Friend that RM AY-chere wor 
at 2 &, "He. is. a bettet Friend to his thafi'they 
Arc to hecfrlves: when wp te themſeives Ts 
littte as to undo thetoſelves, fic Ibved thern'fo wan 
nl $toſave them; when they loved themſelves, fo as 
=x0 Poiſon themfetves: ke loved thetn, ſo as, to* ve 
Ancm a powerful Antidote: when they like” Chil- 
*Zercn would have the Knife, ke takes it out of their 
Hands left they ſhould cut their Fingers; whea. 
| arc ſq carcleſs as to ſurfit 'theitifelves, © he*is. 
Tofaithfol as to keep them ſhort, and dier, them; 
ws all this 1 hope they "that underſtand theid- Vo; 
© elves will not call unkindneſs or infidelity. Da- 
4d had in his tiaie ſome Fricrids that made "no 
hopes of hazargivg rheir lives for Rim ; forme. of 
{them were willing to quench his Thirlt though, 
ZAvith their Blood, and yet for'al) that mm 
all his life. he .never. met with ' ſo” faithful a © 
Friend as his God, P[al. 8g." $8.40 Lord God of 
* Hoſts, who is a ſtrotig God like 'tints thee,” of ro "oy 
- Janbfulneſs round about tvee? "He had rath tru 
= his God than any of themall, God is a real true - 
© faithful Friend ; ke tells us things as they b&;. he: 
—goth-not ſpeak of more things than the nature of - 
hem doth require; he doth not telf the belt,” «nd 
e the worſt; he doth not ſpeak all of Heaven.and 
| Nothing of ſuffering, but ſaith plainly, all that IP 
Aive godly in Chrilt Jeſs, they miſt ſuffer per=- 
Þ fecntion: And Chriſt ſaith, Thoſe that will b& 
Diſciples, myſt take vp their Cro's and fol 
© Nim,'; 4nd that through many Tribulatioris,. they* 
maſt enter into, the Kingdom of Heavenz He ſpeaks 
of, t wy in Tears, as well ag feaping in Joy; 5.4 
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 Aichion vo well <>Glory. And wheo he ſpeaks g 
6 Aer? of another world , he" doth--nor co I 


advance his Excellency. When he ſpeaks) : 
his- Wrath, or Hell, or Sin, he doth not, make! 
-gtcater. evils chan they 'be: The Lord is} h 
* Faith in all 'hjs dealings, and that they- which Wi 
Tore him”, know right -well. Whatſoever doth Wy 
n_to the world ' doth. happen juſtly - and 
ly ; , and 'fo if thou, wilt but well obſerve, 
E in ſhalt find. And what ſaieſt thou after all 
- this, thoo who haſt trycd many and many 4a 
I El Mend, fo called, and haſt by ſad experience firſt 
k of Rſt found them all unfaithful, and art almoſt 
readyyto ſay of all men, that they are Lyars, and 
- that*eruth and reality are rarities; thou thinkeſt 
ET is ſcarce a man upon the Earth'to be truted ? 
* And wilt thou, never be. affraid -of ſuch.a friend? 
- wilt thou at. Jaſt be wiſe, and be acquainted with 
» Africnd that. never proved ugfaithful? Behold 
"Fuch/a one that would be glad with all his heart 
- Entertaine.you, would you but forſake your 
d treacherous Acquaeintance, Here, here's one 
Mat never fails; nor forſakes thoſe that put their 
utinhim.. The Heavens ſhall depart, & the Hills - 
removed” out of their places, but his. faithful- 
py his love ſhall never depart from his; ” and 
- wilt thou not think ſuch a+ friend after all this 
'werth' the -having?, Come, come, never. ſtand 
fretting thy heart out. with diſcontents, -men will 
men, that. is, unfaithful as long as the world 
laſts. Doyou. expect as long as fin-reigns in mens 
"HS N that.as. long +as Satan doth ſo. much at 
7 + ©. therein; that they ſhould forget to be ſelfiſh, cc- 
3% vos, deceitful ?. but now God will always be © 
+ ham a God, faithful, true, holy, juſt: at 
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"one. in Heaven, orin-Earth can condemn God: 
witly,:of the lealt unfaithfulneſs, my mouth ſhall 
&s ſoon; be ſtopped: In this thing I confeſs my (eff to 
ce Wbe of Antorinus his mind, who ſaid, That if there 

hs God as there rs moſt certainly, why that God 


\ wu neceſſarily be moſt faithful , moſt, wiſe, moſt 
q 


a. 


by Fac - 


00 eo 


mod 3 but if there be no God , it is not | worth the 
[Whyle to live in a warld, in which there. is nothing but 
lin, conrfufion, diſorder, and no hopes of a reareſs; the 
excellence of our- bting, our Reaſon, would make onr ' 
mujery.more exquiſite, and our lives leſs deſirable. 
But blefled be God it is not come to that pats; that 
we ſhould need queſtion: the being of 2 God for 
ag. 0nc faith wiſely , Thou haſt far mpre reaſun | 
jo. weſtron thy own being then Gods, Now I ſay a> 
pain, mcthinks he that hath been ſo oft perplexed 
with many: unfaithful, unworthy. carriages from 
them which he called friends, ſhould be at laſt/per-; 
ded 'to try what this one friend would do for 
him. O what abyndance. of ſorrow would it pre- 
yent, if men would but truſt God more, and, men 
eſs. This, this is the friend, fick and well, rich and 
_ poor, living and dying, always the ſame. -Make 
re of this Friend, and thou art faſe;' thy Al's 
"then in; fafe and faithful hands. ant, 
bw Seventhly, He is a rich Friend, .the earth is the 
bs. ords, 4nd the Fulneſs thereef ;, cattel upot 4 thous 
end hills is his, He it is that hath the abſolute diſs 
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dworſhip me, I will give you-as much of 
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ba will do thee good and Ito waule 4 accon \ | f 
-#trakindrficſs to be piveri thit which-will 'do- ohk Þ 
Fs 


© tart? but theſe'are but Toys and Trifles in compy 
&/-* -riſonof what God hath to beitow upon his Friend 
E> Lift vp thine eyes, and behold "hoſe pliſtering 
© , Stars look upon (that ſtately Canopy thi 
2 bangs over thy Head ;” why, all this is nothing 
[- almoſtto the Glory which ſhall be revealed ; the 
js a far greater yrs yet between What we 
ſee and enjoy at the belt here below, -than there 
 .is-between the Foot-ſftoot and the Crown. © 
& - could you but by Faith draw the Curtain, and fe 
E.. wyhatisvvithinz Odid you but know, vyhat's bt 
>, kind thoſe Hangings vvkich you ſce vvrote ſo cj 
-..- *noully, the Work of his Fingers! O that thats 
/ "the Place; there's a Houſe mdeet, ther&g a Palace, 
- ._ could{t-thou but- by Faith and Meditation take 
_ "view of it; could you but make'a Voyage inty 
: that far Country, and ſec, that City of God, ani 
W. - Joe's vvith the Inhabitants of rhe New 7e- 
Its uſalerm ; what Diſcoveries ſhould you then have 
24 of the Riches, State, and Granduer of that Prin- 
Wn bens s '-ces Court - 'ſhouldſt thov but ſee thoſe Treafuris 
BEL I, , and know the vvorth of Gods ' Jewels, 
0 4. thou vyouldt. vwonder vvhat Men and- Wome 
meant, that they ſhould' need fo much perſvaW 
ding to be Acquainted vvith him that had fact 
things to beſtow ; you vvould jadge him vyork; 
*,-than. mad, *vvho; ſhould not joyfully embrace i | 
*" Qoertares of this Nature ; im; a'vvord, they wo | 
N 'Feckon that perſon beſotted that ſhould" nor vvith 
| MW all poſſible Gratitude; cloſe vvith ſuchkind of pris 
a - poſals. Come along therefore vvith me, poor foul 
WE E349 that'art not vvorth a Groat, and haſt nevers 
F riend = £canor yl give 7 any thing to ſpes ik 
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of, come along with me, and take « ſhort pro- . -. : 
"© ſpe 'of the Territories of this mighty Monarch, -- | = 


| 6 '$get up to Mount P:/gah, and make a Survey * 

Fof that goodly Land, let's take a turn or two inthe - 

8 Courts of his Palace; conſider vvell the pleafantneſs 

| i this Seat, how rarely it is Accommodated, the-' 
ichneſs of the Furniture, the Nobteneſs of the 

1 habitants, the Sweetneſs of that Harmony that 


; i gunds Night and Day.in that Temple; the uncan- 
ivable Coſtlineſs, Riches, Glory, and Excellency 
6 every. thing. Do but look a little about thee, 
"we not thine Eyes even dazelled at the fight? - Do 
you ſce: vvhat Building that is, vvhoſe Walls are 
| ifper, and the City is all of pure Gold, like ento 


ear Glaſs, and the Foundation of the 'VValls 


hat City are Garniſhed vvith all manher of pre- 
ious Stones, Rev. 21. &c. ,And vvhat think yan 
|-how, where is the Prince upon Earth that ever was 
maſter of ſuch an Eſtate ? What arc his Attendant? 
-the mcaneſt of thoſe that ſtand in his Preſence, is 
no leſs than a King; the leaſt of his Servants is 
-more Rich and Glorious than the Mightielt Po- 
Fentate. that ever trode upon carthly -Mold, that 
Wvas aſtranger to God, This God doth not grud to. . 
ive that which is more- worth than a thou and. 

Kingdoms to his Darlings. 1 might tell alſo'gt 

vvhat a rate they live, vvho are fed es js at lis A 
able, and vvhat dainty Diſhes they Feed upon, - 
Emight ſpeak of their Clothing and Robes, all - 
; i tch-ſpeak the Riches of that. Lord which miaitt- 
* ins. hs ſervants ſo highly, But vehat am I doing, 


Can 7 Graſp the Heavens in my Arms? take: up =z 


Sean the hollow of. my Hands ?. Can't micaſure. 


the Heaven ef Heavens, or weigh the "fountains un rn 
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- -Acquainted-with him, he ſhall have my heart, ny 
. -dcarcſt' Love? 'Methinks, ſhould I ask You the Þ. © 
| fame queſtion that they did Rebeccah, | Wilt thoy 
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and a Toand: times more, 7ye ods not: A 
ov Account 'of the Eſtate: of, him who- wo n 
"7 your Friend, your Husband: at the belt, Ica 
" but give you a ſuperficial groſs Relation of.it, and 
when. have ſaid'all [that 4 can ſpeak- of, and. ; 
the men in_the world with all/their Tongues have 
Tpoke what they can too, nay, . let Angels with 
their Heavenly Rhetorick do what they 'can-ty 
Tet out the Glory of his Kingdom ; I ſay, when 
"all this is done, you muſt remember. all falls 
ſhort of what it is, and thatſince the: beginning 
_ bf -the World men have not heard, neither can it 
7 an oy the-Heart of Man, to conceive what 
is Worth, what' a Friend you may have of 
i if you will but ſpeedily. be Acquainted with | * 
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*minions Reach further than both the. Jaazes, ., The 
*faiallLove-tokens that he ſends now and then tg 
Nis Beloved into a far-Countrey, are of-.infinitely 

ore Value than all the Lockets of Djamonds and 
Richeſt Pearles and Jewels in the World; Prov. 8, 
Bchold-how- merrily Rebeccah looks upon-a ſorry 
Jewel or two preſented by Elizzer from his Ma- 
+Rer.” how ſoon isher Peart Conquered * and why 
"ſhould. we not be more taken with things of far 


— f txeth Worth? What is allthis, as much-as no- 


ing. with.you ? Methinks your hearts ſhould be 
all on. aFire; Mcthinks you ſhould quickly ſay, F*+ 
'O'thatIcould but ſee Hin! Who will bring aig 7 


_ "Boa long with meto ſuch a Friend? * You; ſhould: 
2 without any further difpute ſay,; wi | 
all my Heart, and think long to be up.and 


going vt 
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| Whyzthen do 5 you ralk of; a "Tur: "2onlh —: 
2 O what ail poor Creatures to. make us 
waiting ſo long for an- anſwer” Do you 
| WT ret a better offer? Do you look tv ad- Y. 
Fvance* your ſelves fomewhere elſe ? Can you hope |. *3 
Y or a better, a richer match ? Go then and ſearch 2 
wut among all thy Lovers which make ſuit'to 
ee, which of them can feed'thee with ſych colt- 
Ay viands, which of them can cloath you in ſuch 
"Royal Apparel? Which of thera can 'make. you, 
Auch'a Joynture? Conſider wiſely and ſpeedily, 
that I may turn to the- right hand” or- the letr. 
"What, ſaith thou, canſt thou amongſt 'them 
of all} better thy ſelf ? 1s. there any one hke.him?-. 
th Is there any of the Sons of the mighty ' compara-; 
o-F ble to him ? Are any of the Kings, or great ones* © 
ie of the Earth able to make you' ſuch an offer; v3 
t0Y or ſhould they, can any. of them make it good ? 4 
vB What; have you yet reſolved upon-the point or” "3 
dF not? What it is you ſtand for, 1'pray do you” 4 
) queſtion the Truth of what 1] ſpeak? Do you". +3 
1 make account I ſpeak of the highelt, 'and *make* 3 
-Y the beſt of things? Why, then let me. tell you? 22 
1 further, 1 have not, I cannot tell you the half'of+ 
[what you willfind to be true, if you would: come' 
- to be throughly reſolved, or of what you will 
11 /+ believe hereafter, to your ſorrow, if you ſtillre-/ 
fuſe him. And I mult further add to what Iſajd 
+ before, that whatever riches God poſſeſſes, he will - 
' = #Joynture you in, as ſoon as you -ſhall in good' 
x; <arneſt be willing to accept him for your Friend; 
all: that F can ſpeal: of, and. more too, you 

+call your: oWn.: Ask, and it ſhall 'be given wits 
+ aut preſcribing how much more 'than you - cath+ 
_ or think thall. be-given you, .. Your Lord a, 
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| A Wb s ry requeſt, w what ts px Povitia F*- 
Oheen E jth cs it. ſhall be given thee, tothe bal ; | 
7 of my Kin dom ?'. But Sq ſaith what is: thy! 
» queſt, and what is thy -petition poor” ſoul; ang 
be granted to- the whole of my Kingdom: 
» wag is itthou 'wanteſt, whar attendants.doſt thou 
Hack to. wait upon thee to my Court? are they 
Prophers, Apoltles,; Miniſters; Angels, .they ſhall 
- be given, 1 Cor. 3. 21. Do but try. him; he bids 
you ask, and you ſhall have: Let me give you 
- this'one. Aemento, Ask like one that hath'to. do 
[> - with-a rich King, who, hates to. do any thing be- 
low himſelf ; remember it is he that delights. to 
give like a God; widen therefore thy defires as 
> - Jarge as Heaven, be bold and ſpeak a great: word, 
and 1 warragt. thee thou- ſhalt not be denied ; tell 
God, that ſecing in his infinite goodneſs and. Con- 
deſcention', he* hath: been pleaſed to give"thee 
AE ny tq ask without reſtraint, thou doſt humbly 
veſt his Son for thy Lord and Husband, him- 
© for thy Father,' God, and Friend, 'his-King- 
Ny for - thy Dowry, the Righteouſneſs of his 
 for- thy Ornament, Cloathing, and' Beauty, 
"the cotnforts/of his Spirit, and andenc: of his 
+-*Srace to bear thy charges han 
comelt to: his houſe. * This is: high it 
"iy great and _noble Lord Toves dearly to hear: 
- ſuch covetous Petitioners, who will be. put; off 
- with-nothing| bur ſuch great things. 'When do | 
> any; of theſe go ſad from his Court ?. when do'a-., 
3 7 ” uy. of the ſced of Facob ſeek his face in vain? This, 
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= {heel is the generation of thriving ones, who ſcel 
© for life, immortality and glory.; "who. ſeek: 'thy 
»/. ace, HOES of Fagoh, And now what ee 
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| # a.not deſire -you ſhould take my word, northe 

word. of any man living in. a _thingthat concerns 
Eternity; -but take his word who cannot lye;. . # 
{ (Gal. $8: 418. Riches and Honour ave with me; yea. oo 


"n > able Riches and Righteouſneſs, ver, 19, My friat 
F/ w-berter than Gold ; yea, than fie Geld ; ant 
Js x vane then _cvoree, Siucy, The wife man 
1 W118 us , That wealth makes. many friends, Prov. 
'o 4. © And that many. will tatreat the favony © 


of the Prince; and that every one is 14" Friend 


1 '# him that. gives Gifts, If this might be in Spi-  - Y 
-  mituals, 1 ſhould not fear, but that I ſhould pre-. 3 
\ W-raik with "all my hearers to ſeck the friendſhipof © 4 
1 60d; if their real intereſt dic weigh with then * 2 
if true riches and wealth could win: their affecti« - © 

. 91s, if the moſt ſubſtantial good things might'ſig- 

7 nige.any thing, if ſolid reaſons might byaſs them; A 
' B Hhovld not fear going away *' without them. "Bye © 2 
alas, alas, how hittle- power have all theſethings- 1 
h "with the ſctſual world 2 What are men and wo, 


'men _turn'd to? What ſots and bruits are” they in 
F the-concerns of their fouls, and the affoirs of that 
:gther world ? Mev-run up and down hunting after 
"806d: things, -and have. taken a. falſe ſeat, they. 
hope to cftch that at [aſt which they will feed ups 

pe, and fatisfe themſelves with, I tell thee, O mart 
'©/whoaskeft, who will ſhew us any good ? Here here 
Fs; riches thou mcancſt : well then, let it beTo';. 3 
ad ift do not prove that what I offer thee from © 
= my-great Maſter, to be a thoufand”times more”: 
= worth -thy ſeeking than Gold. or Silver, and. 0 
2W-keitcr- *Coin-..chan/ that which,” bore: = Ceſare 78 
! > ey Fe __  Ramp® 
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"ter? Is all" that! currant Silver? "VVill it go i 
another. Country? < ls it not poſhble, but. th; 
you may be miſtaken. Here, here is the Gol( 
that is gr is it vvill go'any vvhere; here is one 
that will p{ve you, will. you but dcfire carneſtly 
his. Acquaintance, ſuch Treaſure thatwill-not pe. 
riſh; ſuch Silver that hath not Tin, ſuch Gold. which 
hath no Droſs, ſuch true Riches that can't be taken 

away: from you. - Ask that Saint which looks 

--_fo merrily, that lives fo bravely, how he "got his 

E , Efate, and how he came'to be ſo Rich all. of 4 

E ſudden; he will ſoon.tell you; how, and where: 

Hs Treaſure lies, and yet not fear being Robbed. 

hath of late-been Acquainted\ with a: Friend 

-thithath given him that which makes him e- 

*F#eem; himſelf. more worth than if he'were poſ- 

$; of ten times more than ever” Alexander or 

'Caſur 'was.' A Friend of Cyrus'in Xeniphon being 

-asked: where this Treaſure was, which made him 

,0-think- ſo highly of himſelf? His anſwer was 

"Where Cyrus his friend was, . A Chriſtian may: 

+with much better reaſon and chearfulneſs, if ask- 

ed; where; his Riches and Eſtate. lies, . anſwer, 

"Where God his Friend is. - Ask the pooreſt of them 

©. that: are Accquainted with God, - the weakeſt 

of al his:Children, what they will ſell-their 

d- "'Portion:/for, and what you ſhall. give 'them. for; 

to reſignup all their intereſt in God, to. quit theit: | 

,- claim to this Inheritance : Would they not all be. 

&- of Pauls mind; and even ſcorn the. motion; + ahd! 
count the glory of a thoufand worlds, but asdung- 

"_ and drofe.! in compayiſon .of the excellegcy = the”: 
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wiedpe of Chriſt Jeſus their Lord, Phil.” 3; 8. 
why; hear what one ſays that was far leſs ac- 
WH wainted with God then any. of them which T 
ave been ſpeaking: of, when he talks of fuch a 
nd of bargain as this, (Epitt;) Offer me a King- 
om, and you offer me to my loſs, For, ſaith theſame 
"WB fvthor in another place, A gcod man may look up 
Vt Heaven, as the ſeat of his Friend, and. not fear 
wer. Inquire of David what portion God gave 
him ?.and he will ſoon anſwer you. ' A goodly 
portion indeed ; and that he gave him no leſs then 
TY himſelf, and that the lines are fallen to him in 
J pleaſant places, and that he hath a goodly heri- 
tage, Pſal. 16. And therefore he counts himſelf 
K richer then if he had all his Enemies in chains, and 
Worſe: at his diſpoſal; he takes himſelf ro 
eafar happier man'then if he were abſofuteMo- © 
F march of 'the Univerſe, and were to give Laws to 
the (tinferiour World ; he reckons himſelf now 
28'well to paſs and bettertoo' then' Adam,” when 
he was ſole Landlord of the. World, lt was true 
ſpoken of ſome body, I do well remember who; 
He that bath rich Fricnds, muſt not lock. upon hum- 
Jelf as poor. Q- then that you would be indeed 
friends to your ſelves, 'and have reſpect to- your 
own real intereſts! - And what, 'will nort-this migh- 
tand/powerful Argument, which weighs as mu&h/.. 
Wa thouſand others; prevail ? And do you ſtiff 
fay, what' profit will” there be in ſerving the Lord, 
ind what advantage ſhalll get if T be acquainted 
Som him? To what account will it return? F 
Wain” anſwer, To a very good account every 
way. Try but this trade with the wiſe Merchant," 
&you ſhall ſoon feel the benefitof it, (Bolron)Con- 
rm ro rby ſelf mouncains of Gold aid Focks of Dia- 
"Wk wR [ monds 5 
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-. © Janadf mheritance, the moſt fernile ſoil-in thi wort 
be thringing in ſuch u burden every year that ſhall iro 
>» Glethe owner to reap it ; imagines Paſture as gre 
as his Arable, and all cleathed with thonfands of C 
tel ſmall and great, and. none of them barren neithet 
fuppoſe his Barns and Stere-houſes conld never Wi 
empticd, and his Preſſes ſhould burſt out every yeah? 
. with new Wine. Again, te: the Merchant ſtore Wff® 
Cellars with: the moſt pure Oyl,; and furniſh hi 
with. ſuth rich Spices as the Queen of Sheba bro»gh i 
eo Solomon ; ſuppoſe he were provided with all th 
exquiſure Raruies that th: Air, Sea,: or Earth 
"afford, yet for all this he were a beggar, in com 
ron of one that hath God for Lis Friend: Such' 
one pofſeſſerb him that Poſſeſerb all things, Way 
then, be perſvvaded at lait to be vviſe, IremembeY- 
the Moraliſt (Sex. Epi/*, 6.) brings in one ating}: 
like a'vviſe man, and a good. proficient in Philo: 
- Phy; vvho begins. to bea'friend to himſelf.: ' Andi 
this isthat that I am pleading vvith you for. 1fIF 
came torob you of all hopes of happinefs, and wF* 
give avvay all that you have or expect, and to tun 
Mendicants ; if I come to perſvvade you to eſpoule® 
a beggarly intereſt, and to match your ſelf ſo uf 
' that you ſhovld be ſure to be uridone; 1 ſhould 
not vvonder, if after I had ſpoke much, 1 ſhould 
," Prevail but little. But yvhen it is ſuch a Cauſe chathh® 
I am pleading, vvhen it is for your ovvn unſpeaks 4 
ble advantage, vvhen it is riches, true riches thatl}® 
vvould have you look after, an eſfate that vvoul 
have-you mind, vvhich may be had for the lookingN® 
after, haye Inot cauſe.to admire vvhar need 2 ma © 
ould have to uſe fo many vvords? Had you nvFÞ 
ney to ſpare, and could ] tell you of abrave. — 2 
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ut php >might heve. an Catetines 


\ lam pet fovaded 1 ſhould not be very un-. 
x Could1 tcll you of a vaſt Eſtate that you 


ys upon the! matter, for. accepting or 

wig ing after, i believe Lnecd not ES 

Sn carneſt -begging and intreating you to-look 
ſter ſuch a thing. Should I offer to bring you to 
- place and perſon of vvhom you might buy it, 

6 {1 not ſoon have your company? ſhould 
your neceffarics be quickly made . ready for 

a journey ? vvould you not be up betimesin 
morning ? nay, vvould you not travel all-night, 

i think it no folly nor madneſs, both to: loſe 
reſt, and to take ſome pains, ſo you might 

T come to poſſeſs vvhatl ſpeak of. Nay, vvere 
val here bur a poſſibility of obtaining of it, at leaft 
Eprobability, I perſvvade my ſelf you vvouild fot 

ing 4 w/-to look after it the very firſt thing you did. 
am-ready to think you vvould neither ſparefor 

nd q wins or coſts, ſo that after all you might but 
ial lee ſure -of enjoying it. -Why, vvhat then is 
th x matter that I can do no more in the bufineſs 
nEthat 1 am about? I am ſure I bring you tidings 
"2 ofa better bargain, a braver purchaſe, and ſurer 
pheritance, and vvhart need | then ſpend ſo much 
bor arguing vyith you ? Good Lord! vvhat 
ople ? Are they out of their vvits, and 

qu fide themſelves ? What, is a Feather bet- 
eferred before a Diamond, finire Enjoy- 
it X55 everlaſting /Riches, Darkneſs before 
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t is 7 Such: may go for vviſemen inthe deemanes | 
I-2 - account” 


___N NYT SM6  _...7? 


_—_ Crovvn, Brafs than Gold ? Is a Glaſs 


[9 it, the World before God ? O. hovv: is /mian' 
funk belovy himſelf ? What, hath fin. made 'men 2} 
| vyornen : ? If this be not folly and madneſs, - | 7 
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 *made: for ever; are you: for all this of the ſame 


_ » then a vvorld. O that 'inconfiderate ſouls- did 


-wyomen- but a ſpiritual underſtanding , of / theſe 
"things, 'make them: deeply apprehenhve, of rheit 


"theſe tenders vvhich thou colnmandelt ; me t0 
*make -unto'.them., O::;vvhen ſhall it once be 4 
'Hovy long ſhall the: Devil, and an- unbelieving: 
| cheart undo! ſo many Millions ? Hovv long -ſhall 
 _-- Satan-triumph. over: ſouls, .and cheat them thug 
 ' mniferably of their All? Q pity, pity dear holy 
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-aman in Bedlam may; ſay his neighbapr that toll 
allthis hair. of from his kead ;-iis' well in his with 
-*O- that" this were not: the condition) of zhe (ullſ $6 
- greater part of the world; And vynhat meanec fi 
.thou;' O-my ſoul; that thou art/no{ more; aftellhe 
ed:to ſce ſuch vaſt multitudes of brain-lick franWzz 
tick” ſinners, that makelight of. the/ tender'of thei 
Goſpel, that take them for their enemies; . vv 
vvould: do. their utmoſt to make! them happy fo 
ever. I muſt profeſs I am-everraſhamed of my 
..ovvn heart, that I do not -mingle my vvords vvith 
-rears:;; that I ſhould fpeak for -God and- ſouls, 
- wvith ſo- indifferent aſpirit! Well, novv you. have 
heard of a great: Match by which you- may be 


"1 ar 


-mind'you vvere: Welt then, complaininot if yau 
be a beggar, Remember :hovv you vyere offer- 
ed, remember. you might have' been vvorih more 


but knovv; and indeed:knovy vvhat an. offer this 
4s! O'that they vvould- not careleſly undervalue. 
fach a propoſal ! O vyhat ſhall l do? Hovy*ſhall 
*F-perſyvace you? What Arguments vvill-prevail? 
©: thou great and mighty God, give men and. 
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-excellency and reality, and then I ſhould. ſoon 
have them vvith thankfulneſs complying vvith 
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wg the-beſotted fooliſh world;” and give mz | more: 
14 &mpaſhon to ſouls, that T "may with incompa- 
lu tably . greater carneſtneſs and” tendernefs\ plead © 
a thy cauſe with then, and reſolve to giverhemno 
Wieſt, till T have perſwaded ſome of them in {good 

rrneſt, to look, afrer the great and, weighty df- 

irs of Eternity, and the 'making ſure of tireir 
Friend. | 

© Eigbihly, He, is a ſympathizing Friend” Tt” 

gocs to his heart (with, Reverence' be it ſpoken) 

when any injuries are done to any of his'; «when. 

his friends are wronged, it touches him to the"! 
ick : He is tender of them, as of the apple of 

990k Again, He that deſpiſerh you, arfpiſeth me.” 

Never was :tender-hearted Mother more pitiful *. 

over her ,only Child, then God is to them' whicit® 

love him, never-was any friend fo much com. 
erred for another as God for his. What e&lfe., 

mean thoſe high expreſſions of pity in 1/a. 63:6. 

Ib al their afſliftions he was affliffed, and the An” 
[| & of his preſence ſaved them : 11 kts love qnaamhis* 
| rye redeemed ti. em, and hebarethem, and carriea”* 

them all the Adays of old, It was not 'gnce or twice” 
that God did ſo by them ; bur in'all' their: afflicti- 

Zens, he was afflicted ; which was not expreſſed in* 

ame cold formal words, fuch as theſe : Alas poor' 
features, they are quite undone, their enemies'are* 

Fery barbarous, but he ſhew'd jt inthat muſtrea? 

:demon{tration ;.by ſaving of them by the Anget of* 

his preſence. "A verbal kindneſs. coſts little,” and” - 

Telps little, But ſuppoſe his friends are: carried” 
"4 wh are they not quite out of: the redch of. 

elp? No, his love, -pity' and power, willfind 
mem ont in any place under Heaven ; and-if they 
$3 faves, h- will redeem them, thovgh he gives 
4+: | %e. Ix, Ki g- 


, ES 
4 kt Kak FI veg, $5 "Eg 


> a © AF 
ug” ; Shan x "3 ”; 6 : | a2 of 4 
s EM2 - ac me Ss. 0 "_ FORO Ws. oath ETOP 3 5 ber ll , 


of ire 
as ” 


EOS men wWws oo» 77” 23 Fs” 


\4 
&\ "4 
« Th 4 | 
o 


8 than leſſer. now, than they wete then, 
— bi mother can. be weary of carrying a dirty 
| ming child ;-ſhe thinks it leſs troubte to whip 


_ 
oy 


inf Ns 
. Irovry = Big are grown ſo Dk and'f 


"Tere, zbat they can ſcarce go nor creep, why, he! 
will carry them in his arms, and barethem, And 


thus he Ja of old ; and his affcRions. are rather” 


= him; -or- EDS let him lie till he hath cried himſelf 
weary.z ſhe is is loath tolug, ſuch a troubleſome 


"thing up and: down all the day long. Bur yet ſuck, 
isthe tenderneſs of this Father, that he carries his 
"all the day long, though they. be ſo heavy, L.. 


| Nedoy, ſo dirty. - But of that preſently, 

do:you read of ſtrange pity in the book of the 
-- Fudges ; when they had by their own folly more 
then. 'once brought themſelves into calamity, 
how do his bowels: yern over. them.; and when 
any. of his are groaning under any trials'or temp- 
ration; what ſending and running is there ? how 
- many. Cordials are prepared for them ? what 


anc nm» tm © 


calling to this ſervant and thar ſervant to attend. hy 
- hem with, all the-care that may be, and to com-Ye 


Gon hem in this ſtate? and in caſe of abuſe, how 
th he ſhew: his love to them ? If you ſhopld 


a ereeh, 6 why elſe doth.the Lord lay abcut 


- him _ ſo much indignation, -when. they are 


- oppreſſed: Nay, for their ſakes he rebukes Kings, 


. ſaying, Toxch not mine Anajuted,. and do- my Pro- 
os harm if they do, be it on their peril, How W's 
© dic he bare the afflictions_ of his people {þ acl in; 
7 Say ?:did he ſtand: ſtill as if he were unconcerm 
$91 I did. ms ſhut his eyes a I pa or did.he Us F': 
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4h, he would tell you, that Gods Friends Ys 


his in "Eeypr, and- that both enemies. 'A 
m_ too ſhall know. the one to their coms 4 
ie) the other to theircoſt, £x04, 3.7. How . 
t h he awaken for their help, and gird- on hy 
| * upon his thigh, and march out with fury? 
| pw - doth he cloath himſclf with vEngcance, as 
| with a robe, and -brandiſh his Glitterivg ſword, 6 
d ſheath ir in the hearts of his and theis-coomies 2 * 4 
Whereforc is it that God hath ſo many: contre. 2 
verfies with Edom, Ammon, and Amalck *- Why: 
gdath he Muſter up his forces with ., violence: a- 
Faint Rahylov ? . Whoſe quarrel doth he engage. 
182 What was the ground of that. War ? If you 
mad over all the indictments that are before: this 
t Judge, you will find this a common-/one 
- hatred of his people z and this to be furghe 
will not put up. And that which puts an Accent 
all this, is the unworthy carriage of molt of 
them towards him all this while. - But of that un- 
{er the next Head, which is this. 
: Ninthly, He's the molt patient Friend : Neves 
Ky one in. the world could have digeſted fuck 8 
ws: Onts; born ſuch indignities, as God hath many! '' 225 
ptime, and even from the beſt of thoſe tharhe 
Makes.into this intimacy with himſclf, Had: it 
fot been for this Covenant of Friendſhip, Tudahs 
& Ephrajrn too had been ſoon unpeopled:;iias © 
| a they ſoon forgot their Corenents FR Ny 'Z 
-d « all that God remembers his though Ephragzi 
q' zetto bea Child, yet God can't forget to be _- 
ather. Read that has _ wonder, Hof, =} 
$t Sed as people are bent to back: * thou 
[: i hn: the ey bad yer yr + all =Þ bo 
* [Though they ha "$4 Rs - 
Eran's. hol? OT 
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3" Prog tha cle aſeer* them iy ui] aihPG 
- when they ſaw them turning their backs upoWNare: 
By - © od, \yet they -were not- minded: . Who nowugy” 
"would conceive that God ſhould ever- think vat 
= > thought of kindneſs towards them more ? ' yengWaca. 
». hear, what God ſaith, How ſha 7 give thee uy: 
© Ephraim? how ſhall I deliver thee, © Iracl ? 
— how ſball'] make thee as Adam? and bow ſhall | 
> ſeal thee as Zebulon? My heart is turned within 
- '; me, my repentings are kindled together, 1 well not 
© - execute the fiercencſs of mine anger, 1 will not" 
return to deſtroy Ephraimy for 1 am God and not 
=. man; the holy One in the midſt of thee, and I will 
= motenter into the City.” Well, now tell me if ever 
there were ſuch a compaſhonate, meek, patient 
Friend. Ephraim was up in open Arms againſt his 
maker, he did rebel moſt unworthily againſt his 
ood Lord-and Friend, to whom he 'was: bound 
"bye Engagements. Ephraim had quite caſt” 
off God, and he will have nothing to do- with 
Aim; and Judah is not” far inferiour to his trea- 

. cherous: Brother; and what will-God do? One Þ 
would think, as1ſaid before, he ſhould eafe him- Þy 
W-quickly of ſuch falſe Friends; one wovld think 
that after ſuch unfaithfulneſs, he ſhould for ever 
baniſh them his Court; one would ſoon conceive' 
that: he ſhould think of diſ-inheriting ſuch re- 
+ bellious Children; for theirs was not the'firſt, ſe- © 
cond,” nor- third time that they had ſerved. God 
thus; who then could imagine that he ſhould e-' Þ* 
ver tronble. himſelf with them any more ?; Should 
one not -look every day when he ſhould” quite 
- caſt-them off ? Why, God 'ſeenis ſometimes. 
"to \ threaten as ' much, qgnd  feems ever-and* 
anon" to; At- rowards' them, as if - he'-woulds 


UM 


ook bpsn' them more while the world - 
VEE Go faith God to your Idols, It them fave® 
$557 what do yqu come to me for ; you havere-- 
fed to' fave me for your God; go cry to your. 
ds, and let them Ueliver you. ThuShe ſeemyto 
+ away. his face; yea, fot all that; ſee 'how” 
bon he forgets his- diſpleaſure, "Ephraim is his 
414, his dear Child! and he- can't bur pitty 
W'; and how ſhall T give thee up, O Epbra-* 
| &c, how hardly is God brought fo much as 
# chaſtiſe his Children ; he' never corrects them, 
'Y bit when there is an abfolute necd of it; ask the 
Charch vrider the'rod, and ſhe can't bugiſay as 
*; wuch, Lam, 3. 32, 33. For though be cauſe orief, 
"jet will he have compaſſion according to the mults- 
tude of his mercies. For he doth not afflitt willings 
'Y þ, norgrieve the Children of men, He calls judg-* 
\ his work,- his ſtrange work: and when he 
T doth correct his ſtubborn Children, how doth he 
& many times give them a laſh anda kifs, a frown,, 
"ind a ſmile? O what would have become of the” 
-holieſt men living, if God ſhould upon every pro- 
Frocation have broke with them. If God ſhould” 
Emark iniquitics, O who fhould'ſtand? Which of” 
"the fallen Sons of Adam hath not 'abuſcd: his' 
Tdigh Kindneſs? and yet for alt that, how is his' 
EPatience and goodneſs excrciſec towards them, 
well might the Ffalmiſt make that the burden of © 
=onc of his ſongs, © rhat men would praiſe the Lorg*. 
for bis 7 codneſs, and for bis wonderful works towaras. 
"the children of mer; and that of another, For bis cer- \., . © 
toy endureth for ever. What created being could have: 
| forn the thoufandeth part- of that from any hand' 
Fat God' doth every day from his deareſt chil-'. 
Jaren? What peeviſhneſs, and unfriendly / quat-' > 
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©. . "bear, even fromthem for whom he hath done ſwh;is 
= great things? How. ſtrangly -do-they carry them, 
” -_  "felves! how ſcldom and complemental in their ys 
© © fitsof him! how cold and formal in their addreſſa #5; 
2 tohim!? how frequently are they converſing with 
his baſeſt enemies ! How much treachery and un. lg 
derhand-dealing doth he find in them ! yet for al #% 
this, how great arc his kindnefſes, and how open Wi 
are his. arms, upon their acknowledgement, to :;& 
- receive them again! Little do we think what un- 
kindneſs the Lord over.looks ;. and indeed. exce 
we bog what. it was to be. infinite in holineſs, 
could we any, way conceive how infinite his Pa» 
tience is, P/a/. 106. 43,44. {Aany rimes did be 
_ elever them: but they provoked . him with. their 
"Counſel, and were brought low for their iniquatses, 
Nevertheleſs he .regarded their affliction, when bt 
heard their cry, and he remembred-for them his 
Covenant, &c, Here, i here's Patience, - here's 
loye and goodneſs with a witneſs ! 'V Vhat Prince 
7 under Heaven would truſt a Rebel, .that- hath 
© 'been'in arms a hundred times againſt him, and. 
that at the beſt doth: ſerve him with ſo little. de." 
»  light?. VVhat friend would continue his familia- 
rity and kindneſsthere, where he hath found-abun- 
dance of faHfeneſs ? and who but thou, O God, 
” 38 Jo merciful and gratious, Long-ſuffering, and 
# abundant in goodneſs and truth? As for the trou- 
ble_ that any. of his meet with, moſt commonly 
they may thank themſelves for it ; and it's always 
ſent them in kindneſs : there is none of them all 
but may ſay, this is my iniquity, this js the fruit F- 
of my back-fliding, this I haye got by my eſtrange-. Þ* 
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TE Yenbly, He jsan honourable friend, -and-to be's © © 
Enaintcd* with bim is. the higheſt honour inthe. - 2 
world. This word, honour, ſounds great in-the;, 
Bars of this proud world ; what running. and 
Uiching to get alittle of it! How do many un- 
WEtrvaluc. their lives, and make , nothing to ha- 
rd their bleod for alittle of that-men call Ho-; 
war ; ſome prize it above riches and wealth, and 
ate not | almoſt at what rate. they purchaſe it 3, 
"0 Fad yet in the mean while they are furtheſt from! 
-T that which they ſo greedily defire, and: they run, 
way from that which they ſeem to purſue., 
bor ignorant man_.is ſearfully miſtaken, he calls! 
that his honour which degrades him, and; takes 
t for his glory vvhich is his ſhame; Hovv is he 
ſed vvith that vvhich vvhen he hath, he nej-! 
er ſecs nor feels, and ſcarce. knovvs vyhat it is ! 
p,) What is it, O man, that thou loſeſt thy 
ep for ? vvhat is it that thou art at ſo much 
argeto buy ? that rather than you vvill vvant it, 
"Eſtate, Blood, Life and Soul, and all mult for 
"it? Knight, Lord, Earl, &c. Worſhipful, Right-, 
-worſhipful, Honourable, Excellent, Gracious, 
Fare big vvords, and make a great noiſe; tut is 
"F this the true honour ? vvill theſe vvords vvithout 
the thing do a man ſo much good? a man, I faid, 
and ſo doth God fay too, and death vvill: make.” 
the biggeſt of them all knovv as much ere be + © 
ig: for all thoſe big vvords : vvhat if his breath;**. 8 
inks that ſpeaks theſe vvords, and his that-hears; *. - 
, be not 'much ſvvceter. (Antonius) Is, 
"it ſuch an honour to. have a company- of fools to, 
=call him vviſc that /it may be is. like themſelyes >. 
= it vyorth a Soul, to-have it ſaid,vyhen;1, am. in, 
[0e), there liveas braye Gentleman, thar kept 8, 
_—_ - "AS vole 22 
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ef) and brive Tab), bis Cale Wt 
ys open, ofic might come when one-'would, "ani 
Erink as long} as vric could Rand, Vand never hear 
why do youſo? and be always welcome; that iz 
in plain Engliſh, where a 'man might Te incou{g 
raged to damn tris ſoul. -Thereliveda'Novle gh 
lant Perſon who bid defiance "'to'the' Almighty; 
 that' had -courage :enough* to go to hejl 'merrily,W.hi 
that had « deſire to carry 'as many” along with} 
tir 'us might * be; damning, wearing! curſing 
_ " was their Language; 3 cating, drinking, ſleeping, 
7 whoring and perſecuting the people' of 'Gdd their! 
&-- Buſineſs. And are thefe your hotiovrable Perſons? 
| Nay, Go higher, to buſtle up and'down in Cloth 
= - of Gold witha vaſt retinue; to have men on this 
=  $d&; and: that fide, *bowing and cringing; arid ig! 
this fuck. a' buſineſs 2 Ts it worth**the while to 
-” Keep fuch a tir about that which'a wiſe man 
| may want,” and 'a fool have? ( non, ) \ Will 
-. -,* #h6f* Names,” that Grandeur and itate, theſe hight 
Titles; render You more acceptable to-God ? will 
- they procure yor? x' freer acceſs into the preſence 
of that great King? will thofe great words ſcare 7 
E-- geath? will he'fay when he comes to yourhouſe,” Þ 
E- - this isa perſon of quality, I muſt-notbe ſo bold as 
4 0. come near -him? will your honour --procure 
© you's protection from the arreſts of this Serjeant 2: 
£ © Where is the Honourable perſonage;- thgiGen-! 
” -.teman, Knight, Lord, King; or Monarch,' that 
= - hath lived a thouſand years: (LZncian) Are the 
Ez” .wormes afraid to gnaw thy heart ? Will thy fleſh 
--, rever putrify ? - Will your Servants,” or your Ma- 
& ſer either honour you in Hell? And: is this all 
© thatygu: keep ſo much a ftir for, that candoyou 
a no gapd inthe grave, or in another world? Can 
x "EE that. 
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tbe heteer worth then Heaven, then Ga.7.O 
Ee: might>but know what it. is, that. great _* 
(xing"is, which is preferred before Chriſt and | 
Y-evcriaſtiog glory? Again,* I ask what is it that; 
KSe--Grandees: of the world do ſo. much idolize? 
in 413- to be called Wiſe, Great, and . Noble 2 But 
4 Wavbat- if-the ' wiſe God call ſuch,a one a fook ? 
GEpitt.) What if he know. ncither himſelf, nor 
his God, / nor/his-intereſt ? Hath' he much greater 
Seaſon» to boaſt then. a feather that ſome * body 
willſay-it is heavy ;. or dung, that thz Swine ſaith 
iis ſweet, (aver. What, profit .is it: for a man 
$o-be-made- great for betraying his, Country, and 
ering 2 Tyrant, who Yelterday, was-the ſan 
'of Stage-Player, and to moxrow ſhall, be ſhort» 
*r by [the -head ? What good will it to a. beggar 
AHthatis ready tobe ftarved, to be told thatshe is a 
Frince, a brave, fellow, worth ſome thouſands 
bythe year ? But would you know which. is the 
; eady way to. true honour ? [ tel] You, it-conlilts 
'©'got-in:the ſavor of them. that muſt die like them- 
'$:felyes, and before that few years be over, mult 
"F ſtand but upon even ground with the*meanelt git 
"$-conlitsnot in -the forry .acclamations, of them 
"Fowhbicts meaſure a- mans. worth, by his eltate,, and -. 
their dependance- upon. him; it conlitts not in. the 
prajſe of them , whoſe commendations. ſome wile + 
mer have counted a diſcredit. But hehath ſhewed 
= Q-'man, what-1s. troly honourable}, to do 
zwly, to love mercy; and to, walk: humbly, with” 
hy-God, Adicah, 6. 8, Tobarerelationto.Gad: - 
2 Father, and to carry, themlelyes as, his Chil- 
rea,.to.be'.a Servant, and Friend of Gdd ;; this, 
\F :this is hoagurable, truly Log this then. '2 
; *bcigh 1 'the top 0 the Creatures: TELcrme « 40 by 
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We 2." aber a po. m God, 6 2 p 
>. * God, to take complaceney in the ſoul; this 
- _- Tomcthing indeed, this is honour, a wiſe: rs 
>... would not 'grotch to venture his- Eftarte, With 
= © Blood, his All for this: And how few of & 
-. -Gallants of the-vvortd underſtand the nature « 
*this honour ? Hovv do moſt of them account thy 
*wyhich -is the only. true badge of- Nobility, a ten 
= of diſgrace ; and that vvhich ſpeaks” a perſe 
- * highly onoutable, and to have brave blood ris 
©, ning in his veins, to be lovv, ſordid, and- mui 
2 beneath them; as if it were below. a Creatui 
© 'to ferve his Maker, -and a pitifel preferment tt 
*be#dvanced to glory. - O- that 549 of parts and 
\. Hearging, that perfons of Quality ſhould \be þ 
- Ariftaken ! O what's become "of-their Reaſon? 
'*Is it an honovr, a preferment for a man to be- 
./ come a brute? Weare ready to- pity mad meg, 
*and to laugh at fools ; but whether there be not 
-more reaſon to bemoan thecondition of 'moſt of 
the honourable perſons in the vvorld, +1 leave 
-Chrift and Chriftians to judge. Well then, wil. 
you be informed after all this by him,” who hath 
all preferments and honours in-his gift; I-mean 
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4 reels near Relation to God that Moſes reckoiny 
x the bo ei the moſt honourable peopk 


the great King, and' he will tell you that Glory 
-and honour arc in his preſence, x Chroi.” 16; 21.1 
"Mans onely honour and true dignity lies in his} 
-nearncſs, and acquaintance with God" Apr = 
"tical knowledge of his Maker is the Creatures 
greateſt preferment. Davis was of the mind, by 
that .it was none of the loweſt honours te EE © 
/ . Gods ſervant, Pſal. $4. It is upon the account of Y® 


Win the ”y lc p49 nyo: pan rapes m5 
oo be" his peculiar people, therefore they might 
$& well be ſaid to be high above all Gray Sor. 
which God had made, -in praiſe, in name, aid if 
if honour ; 'Dext, 26. 18, 19. And upon this account, 
might a wiſe man have his choice, whether he - 
Y {| weara Crown, and be a ſtranger to God ; or 
hulfRags; and be one of his neareſt ſervants; he will 
got ſtand long before he determine-the cafe, he 
willfoon anſwer with him, That be bad rather bt 
ill 8 door-heeper iz rhe houſe of God, then dwell in ta- 
16 | x of wickedneſs. If mens ations may fp 
their Judgements, moſt of the Gallants of the 
world are of a far different opinion; But, © let 
medwell for ever in his houſe, and fland always 
-Inhis preſence ; happy. are they that ſee his face, 
happy are they that behold his beauty, This, this 
*mans Crown, this is his. higheſt honour and dig» 
nity, for God to be mindful of man, and for-his © = 
Maker to viſit him ; this ſets him but little be- 
How the Angels, this Crowns him with glory 
and Honour, Pal. 8. 45. This is that which 
Zputs a- true perſonal worth upon any one; -and - 
=therefore -the\ Pſal-f# thinks thoſe the excellent 
perſons, in- whom is his delight. Upon this ac- 
=eovnt the Scripture ſaith, 7 he rrghteons man, who - 
"x 2 covenant with God, 1s more excellent than his 
nricbbeur, Thepur-blind VVortd, they judge al- 
8 —topether by the outward garb; they ſee the face, 
3 xverich apparel ; they ſee the eſtate, but they'ſee 
not: that inward cxcellency and beauty that may 
| de urider: bot mean habit : they are ready to des 
=IÞpic ithe' Noble Worthies of the World, ſuch 
=83:can\ look upon Kingdoms as ſmall thingy in. 2 
3 =e0ompariſon of what they - ave. an.ntereft my; '- » 
Pg | | Who 33 
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3 never. heard of 2: King in mean avi 
Prince without his Robes upoi his back 
* bs Crown-upon'his -head ?.and will: you fax 
at. therefore... he was but a; common perſon {Ro 
But thoſe, heavenly Creatures that have: mor 
ſpiritual- refined-ſefſe , that -uaderſtands ſomeWPa 
thing, of things:and Perſons, are-quire of-anorher 
mind, they-can look upon great onevin' the midſt 
of their gallantry, without-a/friend in Heaven, as 
- mean perſons that have no-1ntereſt to ſpeak of; 
= and many.of them, for all thcir-greatneſs,- to- be j in 
> . afar; worſe- condition . then -Dogs- and Toads, 
” They can alſo look upon a poor deſpiſed Saint, a 
-. - Ccontemned Chriſtian, though -as to a carnal eye; 
7-- heſhould look as if he could ſcarce ſpeak ſenſe; 
*  ' to:beafavourite of Heaven, a perſon of quality; 
-_  ſuch-aone- as this he values as the Son of a King 
1D a Citizen of -Zz07, one of the Royal Race, one 
” of that-glorious Retinue , that ſtand always in 
the preſence, of God to ſerve him, 'the lealt of 
= which are Kings and Prieſts to their great Lord, 
7 Rev. 1..6. Byfaith te ſees ther Crown, and ar. 
: * Epoangyes Royal ' Diadem, which ſhall ere long be put 
by - #pon their- princely .. Knagds: This, was. the. great 
' preferment they ſought, this was the honour they 
- moſt defired ; as for the world and all its glory, 
' theycan well ſpare it for thoſe that ſhall ngyer be 
advanced to any higher dignity, to any better pre-- 
rment; + As for the Saint, as contemptible-as 
he looks, he hath higher deſigns, nobler-things;' 
- greater honours in his eye ; and. if that which the” 
world ſo admires were the higheſt glory that 4 
-Rationalcreature were capable of, the top of mans * 


pike, Mycthen he pls look ok vponbeaeo| | 


nr el elves as | n is equals, hopH4 in ;this, "hattheve - 
lures are more certain, and their Miſertes leſs 
©nc 1e nd. 
I It is ſtotied of Conſtantine and Y alentinian: two 
Roman Emperours, - that they ſubſcribed: them-- 
lves Yaſſelos Chriſti, the valſals of Chriftz and 
that Nama Pompilius eſteemed it a higher honour 


d be a Friend of God, than a Lord of Aden. Con: 


ſider poor finer, confider what honours. you 
[ pht, what preferments you refuſe, what dig- 
gity you-undervalue, when you make light of ac- 
_* with God. Had that brave Stoick, Epr- 
tns I mean, known God in Chriſt, he would 
much more have wondered at the inconſiderate- 
neſs of them which make nothing of being re- 
lated to God as. a Father; he would much-more 
lave pitty'd them which cleave to their.1lo- 
wer, meaner kindred, bcaſt, who had rather- be 
like Swine than God, and rather. be comp: . 
ons to their: ſervants than their Maker. | Seenjs 
wbto you but a light matter to be a Kings Son-2:/ts 
Itbut a ſmall matter, think you, to call-God Fa- 
mer? is it nothing to be born to a Crown Immor- 
that fadeth not away ? This is honour, this is 
ferment worth the having, wortn the look- 
paftcr, worth the venturing ones life for. This 
bh true Nobility to (tand thys nearly related "to 
before whom the Angels do vail their glori- 


bs Faces, and at whoſe feet the four and twetts ': 


Elders lay their Crowns. The Queen of: She- 
Fought Solomons Servants, happy, who ſtood 
rays 1n his preſence, and heard his Wiſdomiz. 
bt what would ſhe have faid, had ſhe but known 
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pour and glory. of this Prince! O ble(-. _- 
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""-DiGod: bleſſed are thy ſervants; Bleſſed & aret] 
hich fee thy Glory and hear thy Wiſdom ; bla; 
ſedare they that may have free acceſs to thee, { fe 
"der me have this preferment, though I live lik 
Fob at his loweſt, and die like | Lazarus. It : 
others ſue for. the favour. of Princes, let the ; 
make the belt of what the world can give, le 
them defire that which hath been- dangerous tw 
 'more than #Hamar; I hope I ſhould never envi 
-them; might I but have more frequent and int; 
mate converſe with God, may I be but acquaint; 
ed with himz O may I have but a heart mor fl 
to admire, love, and delight in Him, and ſerve f 
- him with the firength and intenſneſs of ny _ 
-Soul while I am here, and ſtand: for ever in his boy 
the 
fi 


| > 50%" and behold his glorious, Face with jo 
| eafter.  O my Soul, what meaneſt thou, that 
thou fill ſpeakeſt ſo faintly and: coldly of ſucks, 
nhnitely glorious things ? Why. doth not a newſſe 
-Hfe animate thee at the very mention of thel x 
things 7 Haſt thou not far more cauſe' to raiſe 
vp thy deſponding Spirits with chearfulneſs, tha 
81d Facob, when his Son 7oſeph, who was Lord of i | 
4hat Land, ſent for him into Epypr ? Thy Father, 
Omy Soul, thy.Brother is Lord, not of Egypr, not 
2 af Gaforn, but of Edep, of Zion; he is the King 
fa Slortous City, the new Jeruſalem; Hes 
"yen is his Throne, and Earth is his Foot-ſtot 
— and yet bchold the Waggons that he hath ent 
for thee, behold the. proviſion that he hath ſent 
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to- majntain thee comfortably .in' thy \Journe 
from Egypt to Canaan ; is not this enough ?. O my 
-Sout-awake, up and ſee him before tho# .dielty 
behold, he is coming, the Bridegroom is comin 


Ik NG to mcet __ with * a -allant | 
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4 
"I in n, "ina icjovs Equifine! "Y is but yet a 
Fttle while, and thy Husband will come-anif 
i ſec thee in Royal State, atvended with-4 mum- 
erleſs retinue of Saints and Angels.” O hadft 
ſou but an eye to behold their Chariots and 

Horſemen coming vpon the Mountains : he: is 

dming, he is coming, he will bE here quickly, 

will not tarry, he isat the door, Contemplare 
Mometimes on theſe things, and a little antedate 
nr Glory by Spiritval Meditation ; do but think 

a what a brave ſight that will be to ſe the moun« 
Tiains covered 'with Chariots of Fire, and Horſes 
of Fire, when the Heavens ſhall bow before thy 

Mend, and the Earth ſhalt melt at his preſence, 

and yet thy Heart not faint within thee; when 

_ ſhall -come in the Clouds to fetch kis 

ds to. his own Houſe, where they ſhall 
yell for Ever. This Honovr have -all "the. 
dants. 

_"-_ He 1s 2 ſuitable Friend, It is ſuita- 
eneſs that ſweetens Society, Ican eaſily believe 
poor  Countrey Peafant can take as much con- 
tin the Company of a poor man like himſelf, 

the Society of a Prince; an unlearned Coun» 
man is no way hit to converſe with Courtiersy., 
y States-men 3 the valineſs of the "diſtance 
i Id ſo much ſwallow his mind, an@ the un- 

___ of his Spirit to ſuch company takes 

hat content which otherwiſe he might. en- 
- "Bt yet in Spirituals, though the diſtance : . 
n God and Man be beyond a poſhbility of © 

Repo, and the diſproportion infinite, 

Soul of- Man; being itamediately_ from 

, an Spiritual like God, an& having a Di-. 
ie ings _ by the Spirit in- . 
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Reper ation; it | Gude, « an "infaite: Cui ablenelyBgon 
pleaſure and content in the injoyments: of Goblluel 
_ Preſence, and it isnot ſunk; but raiſed by an Unil@it 
on, Converſe and Society with it's Maker, Tillov 
truth of it is, did/Man but underitand his own (Bfri 
Tiginal aright, he would think' it infinitely belog » 
his:noble Parentage to converſe with, and hayli 
intimate deljghful 'Society with any but Go y 
and. thoſe which bare the fame relatiqn to Gollmo 
with himſelf, or to bring poor ſtrangers acquainſſun{ 
ted with him as welt as themſelves. . There i 
not a Match upon Earth fit for the: Soul of Mays 
to be Matched to: But in that. other County C 
there 1s a Match indeed every way ſuitable ; a Sp to 
Tit for. a Spirit; an everlaſting God for an ever Þ fat 
laſting Soul; a precious Jeſus for a-precious Soul fl,yy 
2a holy God for thoſe which he hath made Hoh 
like himſelf : and that is none of the leaſt of mans 
Happineſs, that notwithſtanding that  infinj 
b diſtance that is Naturally: between him and hi 
.. God, yet that God ſhould make in his Creatur 
=: fuch Noble Diſpoſitions, and ſuch Divine Qu 
- lifications, that there ſhould be the greateſt ſui 
ableneſs in the World between God and the Soul, 
and the ſoul and God; and they both take wot 
derful content in the enjoyments of one anothe 
This is in - part here, but compleated 'in Glory, 
This we may find oft in Scripture expreſſed inthe 
© neareſtRelations, and deareſt Aﬀections. - Heng 
©, Godis faid robe a Father, and they his Ghildren; 
bf > a. Husband, and they his Spouſe. Now wht 
IX greater ſuitableneſs can there be than betweapy 
- Father and Lo, Husband and V Vife ? Goo be 
is alſo ſaid to-delj tin them, and they in him 


to Wt tacir 2, ip they in op; _ 
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ovy could this be, except there vyere a ſvitable- 
dls in them one to another. Their vvills are 
Inited; vvhat God vvills they vvill; and vvhatGod 
Itfllbves, they love; and ſo vvhat they love; as his 
Friends, God loves ; one doth not thvvart and 
ontradic the other, O hovy ſvveet then muſt 

She company, the communion of ſuch Friends be! 
© vvere our hearts as they ſhould be ! vvere vve 
more like God, vve ſhould quickly experience the 
unſpeakable joy of our Souls, hovv ſnitable a 
WEFriend hceis to a ſoul: vve ſhould ſoon find,' that 
clay and ſtones are as unſuitable food for the 

y, ſo the world is unſujtable food for the ſoul 

to feed on; and that it is God alone that can fill and 
atisfhe the valt deſires of it, O, I ſay again, vvere 
yve but as vve came out of our Makers hands, or 
ther vyecre vve trimmed up in our e deft Bro- 
Mhers Robes, and brought into the immediate _ 
epreſence. of this great King, vvere vve ſet before 
wWEthat glorious Throne, vvhere the infinite brightneſs 
of his Majeſty ſhines, ſo that the Angels them- 
Flelves do vail their faces before, him; yet for all 
bat vve ſhould not long ſtand filent, as if the place 
ad company vvere unſuitable. to us, it vvould 
mot be long before vve ſhould carry it as thoſe 
mat vvcre nearly related, and had intimate aG- 
| es vvith him that fits upon the Throne. O 
Me unſpeakable ſuveetneſs that vvill bein the en- 
ment of his Company ! no tediouſneſs, no 
Womneſs at all upon our Spirits. We- ſhall 
Quickly underſtand our vvork, our priviledge. O 
Jnfinice goodneſs! O boundleſs love! O let me 
wealvyays ſolacing my Soul m the contemplation 
Rr theſe things ! O let the very thoughts: of - 
mem: be a Heaven upon,Farth, tomy -ſoul! bug - 
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here's the grief” while we are here inf 


nge Countrey, there-is ſomthing (in all 


=.” poor fallen Children of Adam, nay, in thoſe difge 


them that are recovered, and by. grace- brovgly 


# " Into are-union with God) there is, I ſay, f 


thing in God unſuitable to them, and in thenliye 
unſuitable to God; and this, O this makes out 
tives ſo 'uncomfortatle : but converſe with Got 
will wear off a great deal of thats When the 
comeſt to lay off thy Rags, and to put off thy; 
old ſuit, and to put on that new one that is mh 


king for thee, 'I mean after Death, when' thou 


comelſt to plory, thou wilt find the caſe ſtrangel 
altered with thee, In Heaven there will be a per. 


FeCt Harmony, Suitableneſs and Agreement be: 


tween God and thee for Ever ; and thou wilt take 
infinite complacency and delight in him; and ht 
in thee. And thus ſhalt thou ſpend Eternity it 


”. uficonceivable joy, delight- and pleaſures. This « 


1s Heaven, a perfe@t ſuitableneſs to God;” and en 


Joying him for Ever. © when, when, when ſhall it 


once be? Crime Loyd Feſus, come quickly, Cimt 
O- bleſſed Father by thy Spirit, and burn up wha 


# unlike thee! O Create a oreater” ſiutableneſs be- 


. 4ween ny Soul and thee, O Come thou down to mt 
07 take me up to thee! O could we but talk, witli 
one of thoſe happy -Creatures that hath \been'in® 


the very preſence of God in glory, and ſfould we 
ask him, whether he were not weary of the ſame 
work,” of the ſame company, the ſame place; 
What anſwer, do you'think he would make'you? 

No more weary than a man upon the Rack butY* 
juſt before- would _be of perfect eaſe zino-mor 9 
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Sun's of running, than the 
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"of bins, © or 4 i Noe of e kb; pete hg 
Ceiter. Son, Epiſt. 10. Tknow not where That 

ſed ra her be than with him - I was once upon Earth as © 
ug Ware. now, and now I am in Heaven, and th nei- 
»s ther of both theſe places can [ find"one that T'can taks 
niger delight in than God, 1 muſt fay aShe', Pſa. 
ours. 24: Whom have 1 in Heaven but Him? and there 
< none upon Earth that T can deſire in compariſen of 
Him. 1 can't deſire a better employment than'a 
p &lightful conſtant attending upon my God ; Carl 
m+Fhave better Company than ſuch a Father ? Can 
hou preater happineſs be conceived than Eternal 
y,. a pleaſanter place than Heaven? That 
warch I can ſpeak, you can't hear 3 and could you 
be {though in this perfect glory) can't expreſs what 
ue you will find and feel when you come hither. O 
dT but known ſo much as I do now, when I was 
ſ@ your condition upon Earth, I ſhould with -in- 
i Zomparable greater carneſtnefs have fought after 
Fqpaintance with God than I did.” 2 hes preſence 
fulneſs of Foy, at his right hand are pleaſures for 
' | rermore : Now I feel, now I know it. Trhought 
ſmile ſweet upon Earth, but now I ſee and 
of infinitely more : what you enjoy now, is 4 

adow in compariſon of what you will enjoy- 
bregfter. , O what doyou mean, that you prize 
favour no more, that you get no more-inti- 

te "acquaintance with Him? What do you 

Wean that you are ſo unwilling to come to this 

mace of joy ? O, .were you but pofſeſt of what T 
ak of, you would ſay what 1 fay, you' would 

er be weary of praifing and ſerving him, you 

ould never wiſh your ſclf out of his preſence, 
ng it not poſſible-to be in' more ſuitable 

os it ſo, Q my out? what then doeſt 
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| | foul, ſtay no long 
here below, but know thy priviledge, underſtand! 
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Where thy comforts are, Yitat 
» . - Twelfthly, He is a wiſe Friend, All the menf{$ov 
” _ and women in the world have great, mighty. afon: 


fairs to. manage , and «they want Skil, Wiſdon 
[6 and + Diſcretion for the right management 9 
theſe things, they are wofully to ſeek as to their 
; | azo buſineſs ; they are wiſe to do evil, but inf 
P:rituals, they are become lupid, ſottiſh Fools; 
and as to the, carrying on of their great work, 
they do it with the greateſt imprudence in the. 
"world : and they will moſt certainly for ever un- 
do . themſelves, except one that is: wiſer than 
ghemſclves undertake to help them. All things 
$0 backward with them, and they, labour in the 
very: Fire whileſt they act without God, and tis} 
mipoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe as long as there! 
is ſuch a diſproportion between mans buſineſs, 

© and his Spirit? Man is carnal, and his work is ſpi- 
Fieval, Would an Ignorant poor Creature that 
is but ohe remove above a Beaſt, be fit to m+ 
2 Nage thegreat matters of Government? How 11. 
"= Qgicylouſly would he behave himſelf in a Chair cf 
=. State! How ſtrangely would an unlearned._ Man 
= bungle, ſhould he go about to open one of the: 
Profound Demonſtrations of Mathematicks ! But 
a natural Man is far more unkilful than any * 
of theſe, as to the carrying on . of that. great 
Imployment- [that he hath to look after, while 
he is on this ſide Eternity ; bis buſineſs is to ſerve 
- ' his Maker, but what pittiful work doth he make 
&- | of it? Man is, made for an everlaſting State, he 
--.  1s:ſent into this world to provide for another: a 
Good, a Happineſs there 1, which he is tq 199 
2 OSS after; 
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i hapnce had « fair Eitate, ticks hath rarer 
\ Toni all, and he is to ſee to the recovering of }- 
bk iragain.” He hath been in Arms againſt his lavvſul_ 
en Soveraign, and been guilty of the higheſt Trea-* 
af, foo, an and thereby hath forfeited his Life, his Soul z 
»mgovy he hath his pardon to.ſue our, and hovv doth 
of Fe go-to vvork in this one thing 2 To mention no 
cir Fmore, Why he goes to beg a pardon arm'd Cap». 
&-Pe, and vvith his Svvord dravvn, he comes to agk. 
don for one Treaſon, and ke is found acting of 
another. Lord have mercy upon me, and pgrue me 
Þ leave to break thy Laws, is the ſum of all his pray--' 
-© &s. He talks of Heaven, and yet makes all rhe: 
n | haſte he can to Hell; he js told he is out 'of the 
's & way, but he laughs at him thar tells him ſoz and 
ce | that's his beſt ; Sometimes he rages, and defires 
$Fwith all ſpeed to remove, him that vvould ſethim 
ein the Road to Zr; he calls for a Hatchet to 
"et dovvn the bough | upon vvhich himſelf ſtands. 
*And this is your Man of Wiſdom. The man is 
© under fail in the midſt of Rocks and Sands; and 
-F ithe vvould but look, he might ſee many doleful 
Spectacles, to the tops of Malts, ſhip-vvracked 
Touls I mean ; and though the Pilots tell him of the 
danger, yet he ſays, he vvill never bclicve ; but 
that's the beſt and the ſafeſt road to the Harbour, 
and' ſo on he goes as if he vvyere ſure he could not 
Wy; and all this vytule he vvill not be per- 
Wraded but that he aRs very vviſely ; he judgeta - 
one of his greateſt comforts, that he runs: to- 
miſery vvithout any hindcrance z; and. hovy 
on it othervviſe be, except men vvere. ſpi- 
ppually Wiſe ? and vvho can teach man this 
Wiſdom? ,Who. ſhall inftruft bim 2 Who thall 
FP. him, 'noyv his affairs. are - upon the mat-. 
ter 
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” _ ter almoſtdeſperate ? why, if thoy wilt but hear 
here is one that will yet undertake their foul {Thi 
gave if you will be adviſed by himzfor this is he will Þ wit 
ferall at right. And 'O how doth He call after you! fat 
How willing to give you his advice!how defirous toff anc 
abt you. Yrov, 1. 20. &c. Wiſdom cryeth with-Wand 

' xt, (he uttereth her Voice in the ſtreets : She cry: 

 - eth in the chief places of concourſe, in the opening; {ye 

-.. of the Gates, ſhe uttereth her Words, ſaying, HowWad 

3 long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity * And yes 

-. ." fcorners delight in fcorning, and fools bate Know. fl w 

ledge? Turn ye at my repooof : Behold, 1 will pour | th 

owe ry Spirit upon you, 1 will make -known my Þ 

EE > Wordsunto you., And will you ſet at navght all his & Y 

EZ Councels, and have none of his reproofs! Will & | 

| you rather be ruined than be beholding to him for 

Advice. Let me put in one word ; if this wiſe 'Þ 

Counſellor be not for you, he will be againſt you; 

- - andif you find any that can order your ſad affairs 
more to your advantage, I pray make uſe of him; 
but if you will be ruled by him, you can't miſcar- 
ry, as ill a condition as your are in ; though thou F*; 
beeſt quite broke, yet he will give you ſuch a Þ 
flock as that you- may ſet up again, and: ſuch dis Wi 

exftions as that you can't but thrive, if you will F* 
but follow them. It is he that teacheth his Spiri- | 
'tval Frugallity, not to part with that for a trifle 
which will be a rick commodity ere long; it is 

- he who perſwades us to make the beſt uſe of eve- 

= ry thing; it is he that teacheth Fools more true 

2 wiſdom: than the great Polititians of the World; 
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| what is'for their real advantage, and what-not. I 
" This is he that would - bring. thee acquainted 
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vil F with him. Tt is he who giveth his io much under= 
ul finding, - as. to know the true worth of things, 


and the difference between good and evil; finite 
and infinite, time and Eternity. VVho is it that 
David goes to for council, when his politick E- 
nemies, combined againſt him? Where doth he 
adviſe ?: who brings him out of all his intricacies? 
Is it not He that 'F am perſwading you to go to, 
y-# who was never out-witted, who can eaſily turn 
” F the councel of - Ach:rophels into fooliſhneſs; It is - +7 
y | he.who can infatuate the great .Sages of the 4 
s$ 8 VVorld and make them weaker than Children 
l F in their Councils, And this is he who wilk be a 
' & conſtant Councellor to all thoſe that 'are his N 
- friends, his acquaintance. Seneca, Epiſt. 4.1. 81: 3 
| © gives excellent Council indeed, which if we wilt 28 
© preciſely follow, our matters can't but ſucceed. 2 
* Art thou never in any ſtraights? are all thy af 
"faires carryed on with ſo much prudence, both- as to 

time and Eternity, that thou ftandeſt in no need of ad- 

wice ? Art thou ſure that this will always be thy 
Condition ? If not, why* then wilt thou not be per- 

ſwaded to ſtrike in here ? Why if you will believe 

tem, vvhich to their Comfort have tryed him&s 2 

pain, and ag in, it is your unſpeakable jntercit and I 
"wiſdom to get God for your Friend, and then > 
* Vwhatſoever you do, ſhall proſper by his adviſe ; # * 2 
poor Chriſtian can out-vvit all the policy of Hell, 23} 
>andſhevv himſelf more vviſe than thoſe vyhich call 3 
—nimſclf_ Fool, and count him mad, P/al. 73:24; . 
F David durſk truſt none elſe to guide him; byt / 
ZzIvith his condut he-dothnot fear -but BY | 
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cys 
” - ginde meby thy counſels, gnd doin me to thy ploy, Wi 
And again heſaith, by the help of this Counſa. a 
= _Fonrhe was wiſer than his teachers, Pfal. 119, 18. 
Here therefore what you had belt to do as mat 
ters ſtand with you, Prov. 4. 11. He will teach 
zhee en the way of Wiſdom : He will lead thee in thy 
right paths, When thou goeſt, thy ſteps:ſhall not by 
frartgbtned, and when thou runneſt, thou ſhalt not 
ſtumble, &c. 1 Cor. 1. 15. Becauſe the fooliſhneſ; 
of- God is wiſer than men, That which looks molt 
contemptibly, - if , throughly underitood, will be 
' found to have more depth in it than.the wiſeſ 
men of the world can reach, To chooſe ſuch a 
Friend this is wiſdom, this is prudence, The god- 
Iy man knows that he hath a great. cauſe to be de- 
cided ere long, and that it will be no-loit labour to 
make the Judge his Friend. Well, what ſay you, 
_ Hinners, is this conſiderable that | do now pro- 
pound, or is it not? Can you piz3c your own 
cauſe, cin you clear your title ro glory without | 
him? if not, be well adviſed before you flight 
fuch a motion, as I now do make to you. 

13. He is an immortal Friend. I; that's a 
Friend indeed. If one friend could be ſure to live 
jult. as long as the other; and were friends ſure 
never to. want the advice,. comfort, ſociety, and 
thelp oneof another, it would not” a little advance 
the worth of a friend. But where is ſuch a one ta 
be found ? What Hiſtories can give us an» ac- 
count 'of- ſuch amities ? Let perſons be united 
in never ſo cloſe an union, conjoyned in the 

* faſteſt | knot that nature can tie, yet death will 
firſt or laſt diſſolve. jt, $0 that. gan 4 [ 
ave 
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a+ | have been almoſt 'of this: mind, as to all worldly ©: © 

4 | friends, conſidering them abſtract from God (for © © 
grace in any fricnd doth- unſpeakably ſweeten the 
relation, and ſuch a relation will not dye) if-we 
compare the: ſhortneſs and vacertainty of poſſef- 
fing,. and the bitterneſs in loling, with the tweet- 
neſs of enjoying ; that it's ſomewhat. difficult to 
reſolve, whether ſich fhort-liv dd Comforts are 
worth the looking after. Not but that IT think a 
© friend, a true friend, a great mercy, and much fo 
be defired ; but really, if our Aﬀections be not for 
Gods ſake, if our love be not regulated by Reli- 
fon, I can ecafily believe that the bitterneſs in. 
ng doth over-ballance the pleaſure in enjoy- 
mg; And who + would much trouble himſelf to 
t that with care, which muſt be poſſeſt with 

) © fears,and will be parted with with Tears? All world- 
 & lyenjoyments will ſerve us thus, When we ex- 
pet moſt from them, and pleaſe -our ſelves tos 
"think what Content we Enjoy in them, ten' to 
& *one; if God love us, but that he either imbitters, 
or takes away that Comfort from us, - One ſaith, 
'Thad a dear Husband, ſuch a one as never wo- 
-man: had, but he is Dead, Ihave loſt him, An- 
other ſaith, I had a precious Child; + Brother, 
but he is gon. And every body will be in this 
"note firſt or laſt, Andiif the caſe: be thus; who 

*F would be ſo fooliſh as to let out the ſtrength of 
his ſoul, upon that which he may ſoon be deprived 
of ? But here, here's a Friend, whom you needinot 
fear over-loving, nor loſing ; a never dying Friend,” 
-one that will be ſure to out-live you, ( Ar. Epit#. 
#: 3.0.22.) Say of what you will, that it is mortat,. 

and you have diſyraced tt enpugh .* for" how om» | 
ſo CE % _”. that. 


 _ that beof anygreat worth which can. die, and winy 8 
' {have moſt need of it I may want; but this can 
- © beſaigof Ged, he only is immortal, and not fubjel&" 

ro changes. As for the favour of Princes and grea 
' Ones, at the beſt, it is but an_ uncertainty © for i 


; may be all thy hopes are bound up' in his life, ani W 
that hour which puts an end to his dayes, puts a pe. jo 


riod to thy Comfort ? But it is another kind of 
friend that Lwould rave you acquainted with. ON 7 
why do Chriſtians dote upon that which is ſo ſhort | © 
liv'd? Make but choice of this friend, and you 
ſhall never ſay of him, he is dead, I have loſt him, 
4 Wherefore put not your truſt in the Son of Man, 'it 
- whom there is no pelp ; for his breath goeth forth, 
b and he returneth to his Earth, But bappy # he that 
hath the God of Jacob for his belp, whoſe hope and 
love is fixed upon the Lord his God which made 
” ' Heaven and Earth, &c. That God who ts'called the 
Living God, Pfal. 146. 3, 4,5, 6. 
'-:14#bly, He is a preſent friend, a friend that is 
Iwayes in all places. Mans condition may poſ- 
fibly be ſuch, as that he may be deprived of the 
company of - his. deareſt worldly Relations, he 
"may be ſequeſtred from the ſociety of his moſt 
helpful and neceffary Friends! How oft have the 
= dear Children of God been clapt up in Dungeons, 
-not- only from the fight, but from the know- 
tec of their moſt affetionate acquaintance: ? * 
It's. no. unuſual thing for them to be Baniſh'd 
from” their native Country, Wives and Chil- 
__ dren, among Savage Men and Beaſts, they have 
- -no man to make their complaints to, bur ſuch as 
> - will increaſe: their ſorrows. How frequently 
- , may they be in ſuch-a-condition, as that. they 
©. may. not ſee, hear or ſpeak to any Friend ? Ke 
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"Þ Bolts and Bars, what Walls and Gyards'to keep "> 
"tem from them, which 1f they could not free - 
them from, yet might in ſome meaſure alleviate 
Their mifcry ? But now God is ſuch a friend, who 
cannot, who will not be kept out from his-by 
"Walls of Braſs or bars of Iron, he will find out 
"his Friend in the darkeſt hole, and bare them 
company there in ſpight of all the powers of Hell, 
O how reviving are his viſites? What Cordials 
doth .he bring along. with | him? This is that 
which makes the people of God fo very chearful, 
when their Enemies make account their conditt- 
gn is ſuch, as that it hath no mixture of joy or 
omfort in it. Was that'a Priſon or Heaven 
ere thoſe Martyrs were finging Hallelujah 2? 
Was that a time, to be ſo merry, when all the 
| World diſowned them, when they were loaded 
F with Reproaches, and Irons, and Chains, counted 
* the troublers of the Nation, mad-men,, Hereticks? 
-Thecaſe is clear : the light of this frieti&:made them 
forget their Scorns, and think their Chains Gold, 
*and their Priſon Liberty, It was God that ſpake 
it, and he hath been found to be as good as his he 
word, 1/a. 4.3. 1, 2. Thus ſaith the Lord that cred= 
ted thee, O Jacob, & that formed thee,O:Iſrael : Fear , 
met, for Thave redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
- thy Name, thou art mine : When thowpaſſeſt through 
the Waters / will be with thee: and thorow the Ki- 
$ vers, they ſtall not overflow thee : when thou watkeſt 
, throw the fire, thou ſhalt nor be burnt: neither ſhall 
| the flame kindle upon thee. Who was that which 
bore the three children Company in the fiery ſur- 
mace ? who was that which went into/ the Lions 

Den to viſit Daniel? who brought Pas alive ro the 
L&hz4 bk ſhore 
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- wrak't? Was it not this Friend, that 1 
- now. ſpeaking. of ? I might- be. latge in reciting 
the' Miraculous preſervations which” God hat 
vouchſafed to his, which is a manifeſt token oifar 
his preſence 3 when none can come near, beſide 
he will not be far off, In the greateſt Extremities Wis 
when none durſt own them, then God reckoys 
it time for him 'to ſhew himſelf. It was not fofÞ 
- nothing that the Pſal-t could ſpeak ſo chearfyl. 
ty when others were quaking, Pſal.'46.. 12, &, 
VVhat was it that bore up his ſpirits, when thete 
'were ſuch dreadful Commotions ? What refuge 
= hath he to ſhelter himſelf under in time of ſuch 
-. <Calamity ?.In what doth his ſtrength- lie, that 
| he is ſo' confident? VVhence doth he expet 
a ſupply, thathe holds it out ſo bravely;- when hi 
*Enemies are ſo numerous, and his Friends { 
© farce? VVhy David harh-his inviſible Friends, 
-” as well as viſible Enemies. Ask him, and he will 
tell you, That God is his refuge and ſtrength, and 
- = he is-his confidence, and he will come in when he 
Hath the greateſt need : he will be a very preſent 
help in trouble; And that is the reaſon that Ds 
id will not fear, though the florm were far 
greater than-ever yet he was in, though the Earth 
wvere removed, and the Mountains were caſt into 
the midſt of. the Sea; though the foundations of- 
the Earth vvere ſhaken, though the -Sea' ſhould 
| 'roar and threaten-the earth vvith another deluge, 
= hecanſlep as ſecurely as a perſon little concern- 
>. ed; and this he can ſpeak, not only. for himſelf, 
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==> but for the whole City of God; God is in the 
- midſt of her; ſhe ſhall-not..be moved, The Far 
BEG. | ales 
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mia # Friend that will bear Kim company in all 
ay paces in ; | dangers, and in his Compeay he reed 
vigor be afraid. Let the leaſt Child that God hath, 
Foive but one (cry, and he vvill ſoon awake. It 
tan't but be ſo from the ſpirituallity of his Nature, 
the immenſity of his Being, and the infinitneſsof 
tis Love. It vvas Orthodox Divinity and DeCtrine 
hat Ar. Epitterus 1.2. c, 14, Preached (though but 
a Heathen) vyhen he ſaid, That the firſt Leſſon that 
ame 4 wiſe man to Learn, was, that there was 4 
God, and then, that nothing in the World could be 
concealca f; rom him,and that he knew not only oHY Olts 
ward Attions, but our moſt ſecret workings, our Clp- 
curtain buſmeſſes ; and not only ſo, but. e2en our. 
eughts, projetts and principles : Which ſpeeks him 
twery where, And con equently ready at hand to help 
bis Fr tends at a dead lift, Wherefore (l; aith the ſame 
TY fvthor, 7derr.. 3; c, 22, ) think not that thou Art 
%, 4ore when thou art in thy Chamber, in thy Bed, when. 
uy thy Curtains are drawn, when thou art lack'd up #14 
Friſon never ſo dark nnder ground ;' if thou art good, 
Thos ſhalt have two Companions in ſpight of the mas. 
ee of all thy Enenyes, 4. good Conſcience, and + d 
'Ted.- This made that brave Moraliſt to dare his E5 
nies to do their vvorſt to exclude his Friends 
wom him. Car ( ſaith he ) any man be Baniſhed out 
Wihe world ?  Whereſoever you ſend me, there-will he: 
We Su, Noon, ard Stars ; but if nut, God is there, Þ; 
Im ſure, with whom I may talk, to whom I may prayr;r 
Ewill bear me.company, though all the refs of my: 
Imends be kept from me, Arid as long as yan 64n't bar! 
Wt me from God, nor k i; him from me; I ſhall recks, 
0 ty [elf at liberty ; and ſhauld I be ſent out of thus 
| Wa 10 another, even goerg. 1 ſhould find: my: 
=. © Eg bad - Friend {| 
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© have thought theſe;poor Heuthens had-been fs 
;Þfal. 149. Do youhear'© Chriſtians, vohy 
age thoſe forementioned perfotis fpcak ? aq 
hall theſe thaf never had-the th parr 
or apr e forthe knowing of God, qi ut 
a&t tall Chriſtians have ſuch owthough 
of God? et vye.ds not ſetGod), ſhall \ 
therefore not belicve- that he is: preſent (evet 
where? he that denies Gods 6vvn preſence, had ups 
onthe matter as \ pg deny his Being - for wor | 
not fo;hovv could he Judg the vvor Ivith fo 
How 2outd all things mn, ſultzined by. his Pore 
takes this as-a very wed Indignity,. that a 
&.-- ſhould in the lcaſt queſtion this gfortovs Attribute, 
W- - "Fer. 23.23, 24. Am fo Ta Code nk ; and not 4 God 
"x off? ' Can any hide himſelf un ſecret places, t "| þ 
£387 Ho Joe bim, ſaith the we ? Do od Tt Hee Fl | 
EY "arrand Earth, ſaith the Lord, And'is ndt this & 
/, Friend vvorth the having, vvho vvillbe ſure nottg 
EC : \ be tyvhen you have need of him? the wig 
==.” ed mdeecd fay, hovv doth God knovy, and cin he 
- A 6 rh the thick Clouds, and therefore they li 
2 oh. 1705p dye oppreſs the Friends of God 
DIPS 2-6 r; they hope God doth not beholds 
F557 o CIence knovvs not. 1 vviſh thet 
ſomething too like this fomtimes in 
| if En fe too; but let tne on! ly 
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"let meagt hees-O, thou of little" 
wn, God ever-abſenr. himſelf from bis 
rime of- Need ; "When vvas he quite out of. the 
vo 8 of. their Cry ?' know indeed he ny: hid 
if 4 yet then he is near them alſo; 

oyeand hear their Voice,” for Go Peet. 

is Childten Cry ; (Earthly Parents ion oe 
ec Children for C ing, but God Chaltife MC 
4 hildren uſvally for their Silence.) Wheti 
Rec s furtheſt off, Hz is but; behind the Cuttsin 
E there vyhere he vyith-pleaſure ſees how ear 
ly his Children look up and down for. him z 
| Fth. vvhen they arereadyto fit dovyn vveep, 

s if, they had loſt their Father ;, vvhen they 
& they are quite forgot , and their En | 
dto Triumph, and to ask, yyhere tiow is yout 
o \Then he-lets. both Friends and Focs.know 

the is near, And vyhat fay you to all this, "You - 

t are ſtrangers to God ? Have you- got 
= Friend as he is, that vvill always beat 
| , that cah and yvill come to: help-you 
cn a friends are far enough. off Þ yvhes 
man vvill or no ? 'Have you got ſuch a. goth /Y 

bt, vohy then vyill you not now ac | 

paintance, veho .vyill;be- ſuch al 
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ire AS Soul. Affairs are the og | 
wir; ſo. thoſe that. give vs the Feenrel help' 

t boſe, atters ought to. be valued.” God is th 

ns Oh 1-Friend ; 'expect not to fiad him a frien 
Toy thy-luR, - this ſcares the vvicked from him, vyh 
vou fa be glad to be acquainted vvith God, if it 
Eves gratifie their Lyfts, and pleaſe their vvick 
ed H umors, and;give them eternal Happineſs i 
ter 2 life of. vvickedneſs ; that is, vvould Ungdl 
himſelf for their fakes, But hold there mar; 
ſhall ſooner. ſee the Sun black,' and Hive 
cold, and find a Heaven in Hell, than. have Gu L 
# Friend: to. your Sin.. God doth not promie ty 
all his 'Acquaintance vvith" Proviſion { 
| Yiir ſenſuality, he vvill not put a Knife into th 
Hands'to Rab himſelf, or to cut thy own*Throt; 
- "There-are two many of ſuch Friends 'in the worlf 
id men. ate generally ſo fooliſh ' as to conit 
them friends, vvhich deſerve another Name; 
"theſe ate they-vvhich help men to Hell, and ſhe 
yiea Ping ways cut to eternal Miſery, and th 
r- a ſpecial Kindneſs, ' Sure men” 
orien will ſcarce be always of this mind. Mat 
Poiſon iti a gilded Cpp go for a Cordial',. and 
Kiſs, though vvith a Dagger, be taken for true 
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| Love ? Seneca tad more vvit than to reckon ay 

mong BenefaQtors. He that can teach me th "Wa 
. _ fo true Hap pineſs, he that can help me- to: adort 

dre and:rim wy Soul? he by whoſe h nſtrucio 
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ob more-is love-with. virtue, and outiof - 
> with /in3 he by. whoſe direRiohs 1 may be 3 
vainted with: wy ſelf, and: made truly{torvas _ 2 
- We. that which-is:rcally moſt "excellent, this ſhall 
Semy-friend; this ſhail-be my companiop.. And 
| are ſuch friends to. be found 2 How few of 
emo. the world? Do pot! moſt ,. that go.un+ 
that ſweet- hame of fricnds,: do one; afiother 
grateſt- unkindneſs that can be imagined, ! - 
ow do'they- encourage; one. another ,iq. art eyit 
Smy. Prov..1; Pal. 2., How do men _tug-iandpull 
vll@.get one atother apace into..damnationt zz; 4nd 
"Mtho. wiſe-world may be Judges, none)myſt ge 
Sora fricnd, -bur he that wauld do me molt raif- 
def; none- muſt be counted an enemy, but" 
ſis f t deſires to. do me” the molt real kindneſles, 
5 ths ſounds ſtrangely ; Yet forall that; diditlie 
amy; way, 1 could eaſily. prove it.- 'Yer 1 mult 
"Raaiently. affirm , that-1every ones [experience;, 
Wick or Bk will ſay,as much. Something. of this 
\ Shave taken notice of, in' my .converſing with dya .. - 
B0s-men. - 1-remember,, once more particularly; 
king by 'a poor Creature that was juſt-a; going: 
Wo another world, one of his old friends Jooked 
#to-ſce him , at the: fight of which, perſon -he 
Smaſhed his teeth , - and could not indure himin: 
by the room, but cryed out, this-was he that bronght 
[She to. this, ] may thank him, 'or I -had 'not beer 


| Foſad 2 condition upon a-death-bed./,.,.But $þis' 
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the By. _ Open encmics are; better ;thanſugh: 


ends... 1 ſay. again, do, not expe toi have God 

Fi \ God loves.his. too 'well toletithemr 

mdo-chemſelves ; he knows the worth; of..Souls'z 
WC pitties/ them that wouldipart. with.cheir Souls: _- 
>| Wra-trifie, and therefore begellemerplainly, 4 Wo 
—_ | a; Wien 


a friend. 
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- Fuch promi 
* the *'warth of thy own Soul; and 'would't hg 


, to hideir ſelf under, when a dreadful Rorm- hal 
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Soul 4 can't © but let hay ws 
is food, and . what is CS elſe is t 
© Meaning of thoſe ve qpfindeciol lh 
Why ,doth he ſend'ſo many- mel one af 
another? To. what purpoſe elſe 'doth he: te 
ſes, ſuch incouragements ? Be it by 
therefore unto thee © man, if thou underſtand 


that Soul 'of thine. todo well for ever;/and wouldf 
- haves friend: for thy Soul, that there is but onlfſhe 
© fucha; friend to befound in the whole world, aniffth 
* God. O haſt thou: no regard, at all { 
HE; precious and. Immortal Soul'? "Dot tha 

think of that excellent thing: within thee? 
Doſt'thou: not care though thy Soul farye,: b 
- naked-and miſcrable for ever ?. 1s' it *norhing ts 
thee; that thy Soul hath not fo much- 45a ſhelte 


. vil; and/death ſhall-turn' it out of his'6ld-Teav 
ment? Doſt thou not believe that' it muſt have 
n being ſomewhere for ever, and that citherine- 
 yerlaſtingGlory,or eternal Burnings ZAnd arc theſe 
InalYMarters with you ? ' What, will you'for al 
this take ho care im the World about theſe grand 
re Tn <porke friend committed-but-a Deg 
© to take care of, you would have thought 

Raf engaged in gratitude ard honour. 0 
= ſuited your care of him to your teſpett th 
the'perfon from whom you had him. (Epi) 
"But 'doſ# thou, not kjrow, O man, that thy: God bath 
pommigted  a'Soul to Gu care, & kath told thee what 
thou' le oy ro preſerve the Life and Health of thi 
be in' good plight when bei ſhal 


| 
; 
: 
| 
| 


ral 


3 


+? BH 
, » 
. 


i 

\ _ C 
- «- I Y - 
q 6 <4 We) 5 . « *, 


—_ ... Me CPake 2” Kat Fog, 1s , 1: 
lat thow ſhalt bv ro hive that Sebl GARAEeDi jex + 
ingly happy, And is all this'of fo little conſe. -- 
ence, astogo inat one ear andout atthe other? 
e theſe things to be indifferent in ? If mans Sov! 
jere like the Soul of a beaſt, the cafe were altered, 
Pwhen his breath'' went out of his body there 
ere" an end' of him, the matter were the leſscon- | 
Werable ; if he had ever a friend in another world, 
diftat could do as munch for him as God can do, 1 
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{ſhould have little ro ſay in this buſineſs. But fincg.  ., 
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this is impoſſible, how can I bearto fee thee negle4 _. "3 
ante making ſure . of fuch a friend? How CUE Bs. 
"I Qbriſtian with any patience think, that thoſe that > 
ON keflives with, and dearly loves, ſhould mifsof 
«F eh @ Friend, without whom thejr Souls muſt bee 
oy veflaſtingly miſerable, If it were only for your 
nF bodies or eftates, I ſhould ſcarce uſe ſo many words, 
al mither 1 believe need; but when it is for your 
-8 Suls and Eternity, who can be ſilent ? Once more 
"yg whtider vvhat a Friend thou may have; iris a 
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Fiend for thy Soul. Alas man, it is thy foul, thy 
ecious Soul that lies at Rake ; that Spirit within 
"mee, which is more worth than a world; it js that 
Which is in hazard, and here is a Friend that of- 
Ws thee to 'make that Soul of thine Happy for 
wer. Thy Soul hath abundance of Enetnies: 
me would debaſe it, others would rob thee of 
others would clap up a haſty'match between 
mt Noble Creature and a Servant, the World 
Tmeanz And there are very few that have any 
"we kindneſs for it, and thou knoweft nor the 
arth of that Jewel, thy Soul : but here, here's a 
mend; if thou wiltbutleaye it with him, he will 
me care of it, it ſhall not be marted awayfor =» 
: Ea nothing: . v2 
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_ "Honor and happineſs, that all'the-yvorld 

Tides can't do. If therefoxe thou hal ayy lovelgl 
we”: thy poor.Soul, if thou ſezteſt any price-upon thi”? 
Y precious. thing vvithin thee; in a vvord; if tha 
vvouldſt have thy Soul do vvell in another vvarl 


.O ftrike in here, cloſe yvith theſe tenders; liſts 
to the councel of him'vvho offers you the beſt a+ 

»;  * Vicein the vvorld, - He, he it is that noyv' offenſſÞ: 

z. - © thee that thon canſt  neyer value enough ; he'iÞ® 

©. 28 that vvill Feed, Cloath, and portion that Soul 

© Thine, and after that marry- thee to his onely Son; 

. by. vvhich matchyou yvill be; made for. ever, - 0 
©.» id men and vyvomen but knovv vvhat a Soul is, 
> ad they imagine vvhat a dreadful miſcarriage of 
a Soul is, did. they but in any meaſure-underſtand 
the things-of their peace, could they burconceive 

- Vyhat God could and:vvould do for their Souls 

--., I need+to_ſpend but little time in perſwading 
 themto commit their Souls to him, to be acquain. 
ted;with him, who will be- ſure. to take ſpecial 

"care of their Souls, - that they may do well, what 

;-<ver-is neglected. O could you but ſee, did you 
2 bot know whit a ſad taking they. are-in,-that go 

= 3gto the other: world with a poor naked:Soul; and 
x Know no body -in: the world there, and have ne- 
- Ver a friend that doth take any. notice of them, 
--- You would then think I ſpoke what I] do-with' 

--- reaſon cnovgh, . and. that my ' words were! too 
ſhort, -and my expoſlulations too faint'in a mat- 
ter of ſuch 'concernment.  O finners, T tel] you, 

E -' - "nay, God tells you, Soul-matters are-thegreatel} 
>, matters inthe world. I am ſure Chriſt thought 
E. © fo, or elſe he: would. not have been-at” ſo' much 
- /- cot about them ; thoſe that are in their wits a” 

IG | under- 


, 


- 


fo will you, ring Fu a 5, it may be outy 
Thoſe that now make but a piſiofiall 
w ken they, have been *but one quarter 'of afi 
von in--another world; will ſay as I doj that a 
orl8* Soul-friend is the only Friend, and that Soul-con+ 
iſteſs-cerns are the great concerns , things of. 
tf and moment indeed; and that. it *would* have 
Tl -guittcd the coſt to. have taken ſome'pains: tathave 
e'i hk out ſor fuch a one that could» have! ſtood 
Soul-in ſome ſtead in that. other world; and 
"qbat above all, it would have been no folly nor 


ul of 
on; 


0 madneſs to have accepted of the kindneſs :of-one 
is, that defired earnefily to be acquainted with chores "th 
of and todo their Soul a gogd turn. - Q that#they 
nf "but been; ſo, conſiderate, as to have embraced”: 
well fuch a motion when it was. offered ! | And (this: - 
& # brings ine- to "the next Quohoonan of je 
[ Friend. 


iN: -16, He is a neceſſary Friend. Therwia auch 
al + ſolute neceſſity of being acquainted/* with :hum: 
t Tis poſſible for a man that hath-very few-friends . 
v$ upon earth, to live as happily as. he that hath 
0 © many. Multitude of acquaintance, ſuch" as"they 
are, may: contribute much to- a mans care and: 
ſorrow. And as for moſt friends, ſuch as are / 
commonly ſo called, it is better to have Sade - 
room than their company.. A man  may-ive 
without the acquaintance of Nobles, he may be 
b þ Free, Chearful, and Rich without the knows 
Hedge of ſuch as them. One may live holly, ad. * 
= &Gie- joyfully, and may be happy for ever; though 
yz pe never ſaw the face of a Prince, thoughize vas 
> never at Court, though he lived and died a'{tiens". 
mer to all worldly friends. One may:be: atoms, 
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with troops oy viitors, whoſe 
"Tk ſhut,; whoſe houſes are never 
> but: amongſt all that comes,. God never 
-to them, 14s for his company * they” are 
: to it; this man I may: write miſerable 
is great and many friends. | And him that 


mer Ple call Jappy' though he. have 
a friend 5 in the world befdes, Moultitade of 
| ens ſeldom add -much to our comforts, but 
rays: to. our cares. Aman may go to Hell for 
his great acquaintance with men ; butit's im- 
j.if' we are greatly acquainted with God 


” : 
ay 


Ons kind, it's well ballanced; but -if- God 
arg whoſe ſmiles can comfort? I may be hap- 
though Tam very little in_ mans favour; but 
impoſſible: tobe happy without Gods favour. 
be a ſtranger-to. God, is to be-a ſtranger to 
;-joy,: Heaven. © it's fad being without 
FF Lfhould declare the Judgement; of moſt 
- is world, at leaſt if their practice may ſpeak 
them, they ſee-very : little need 'of acquain- 
+ rante with God. \ They do not write, Mubv 
- the =mings' of Religion. They muſt ear, They 
W Rk, they muſt ſleep, and if they wantany 
6. _ of theſe Things, they count themſelves -in a ſad 
=. ;But fufther, they muſt riot, they muſt 
W - de drank; they muſt whore, they muft have what 
E. / their ly& calls-for, -let” ic be what (it will, ;they 
> Eft inty the 0 of ſuch and'ſych a'great 
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be bob the company of God: in acquaintance with 


ane; of Heaven. When 'nien / are unkind; if. 
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b, APR ey te 42 
tn. 4 ey an erin of Way old. ay mult þ be; _ - 
all -reckoned: among ehe:ink ary * ww” 5 
at | but they 'do not Tay they: :mdh haye.-a, Ch > 
& | Gey'olt be reconciled ro God, rrhey/ miblt-de- / | 
er "themſelves; they muſt feek;firſt'the> Jal -'Y 
er Heaven; No,'theſe are \ indifferent'thingss@+ - % 
re rhe, ets arethings minded*by :the:b 


le | iftiot matter of ſcorn and Zelting ; -thefe the wo 
it | thinks unneceſſary things.” 1r's a 
h. | feb Hhovld be pleaſeth it's neceſſary the Devil. . 
e 
f 


"ſhould be obeyed, it's \neceffary-theyrand theiry Ml 

Id be ſomebodyin the world; [theſe are-:mmat> 

of weight, ſor theſe" they think k worth the 

Site to toil and moil ; to rideiearly\ and late}, - 

and"toloſe their ſleep; and think rhoy: can never 

& too muck ; afid all this wh othey ſee: ab 

need/at all of oetting a friend f6r"r@gir. Souls; 

heed at all of knowing, loving and detighring in in 

God. ' Well, ſecing the caſe 'is' thus, ſeeing-it"i8 

no preat' matter whether 'you know God;-0f? be, 

| known 'of him; be- not-then troubled at the" day by, 
' of Judgment,” if God look 'upon you as/a' ſtratys 

© ger then, be not-grieved (ſeen "ng the DYES 
of G N nothing with you) if God ſay -hekng 

\ "you not ; "if Gods preſence be' no ſuch: triateriab 

thing, complain not-then for the want"6f 425 be I 

'F - content; if you -can;' to hear him ſay; Dipare;: #. bo 

brow you not.” 'O, but ſhall thus leave your'p Th 

Ppacant finners? Conſider for the Lore” by 

'* for thy Sout fake, whether it be 4 neceſl ng 

to an everlaſting burnings ;- is" bg 

- thing: to be-faved'® Is Eternal Glq 

Tairy 7 Dare ygp ſay [theſe 2 Fane! T4", M 

Fa things 7 If theſe be. neceſſary, "then Lo A; 


6] 


no wy 

Eo | 12 em] ju "ipod 
ong , "Tb the God-hating. and Chriſt-def eg 
old - yn theyhall dos deſpoiled: of all 
« aligur' prized 'aboye; the knowledge of 
F\ their. friends;ſhall appeax-tq be 
2s vxhen all cheir hopes ſhall be ſwept down 
 Spiderks vyeb: O vvill they not then be of 
bro I nh {that it vvas no: ſuch- {light .matter-that 
Bo 2 wvas ſo earneſt vvith: them about, that acquain- 
- xance wvith-God vvas-no ſuch unneceſſary. thing 
as they:took i it to be; and that there: vyvas more 
= andof getting. an intereſt in Chriſt , than of 
- running. to: a: Playhouſe ;. or Whore-hovſe, 
kw vvill they rend the gkjes.vyith their fruitleſs 
= gvithes ?  Hovy. vvill the Mountains eccho- vvith 
= their- doleful lamentations ?- O that God vvould 
” but knovy thein'! /Q-char they might not hear 
4 _ that;vvord, Depart! But. ſeeing all that co little 
©. porpoſe; hovy_ then vill they exclaim againſt 
” themſelves? | O. that they. ſhould: be ſuch fools, 
© that they ſhould be ſo madly beſotted, as to-neg- 
- k& the looking after acquaintance vvith.. God ! 
-* Time vyas, that God - yvould..haye had them to 
- © come to him; he called after, them, and*ſent for 
* " them: again-and again, but they vvould. none. of 
| his company;,; they delired not the knovvledge 
of. the. moſt High ; they: ſaid to him, Depart 
-Us't/.and 'nov'y they, have vvhat they, then 
red-z -novy- they ſee. that - the Miniſters; had 
"cauſe enough to. ſay. vyhat they: did; and; a. thou- 
"Jandtimes more; [As troubleſome as it vyas.to 
-— hear. of Hell, it's; vvorſe to feel-it, . The L. 

4 - noyy 44#f js for the: Soul andnot the Body.. O 
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= ve ſhortly ? Conbider, O man, it TS Wn 
; ey inde(t theſe things, theſe. are the only 
that" axe necellary. . Thou Auſt , 
| Fit th Friend, a Chrift for thy 'Savl 
fave thee from thy Sins, or . cle thour Aff. 
Tho mw or * Elſe thou Auſt. be Cured or ver. 
6u niayſt lie Racked upon thy bed. of; 
yvhete 'none can help thee; thou, may 
* | ftinkingDungeon, where no man can relievethee 
3 | thou mayſt be Roaſted in the Flames, and yet fort» 
* | allthis be a happy man. Worldly Eaſe; Pleatire.” = 
| # Health, Riches are none of thoſe abſolutely neceſ» > 
ary things, A man may go-to Hell and have chem | _ 
| | all; and a man may go to Heaven and want them. 3 
Thou mayeſt. haye. Eternal Reſt in another 
though thou haſt ſcarce a day of. caſe in this. 
One may be « Favourite of. God, though as mi- 
ſcrable' as Fob, _- But. what vvyill. 19% ſay, of £ ul 
"man that bath not. a God to goto? This, this js, 
the miſerable mian with a eſs ?.0 that ſeci x 
* mens lives arc ſo ſhort, they would wiſely husba 
oor precjous. time in minding nothing but- ne 
ao ings ! O that vnnecefſaries might be cut ol. 
. When 1 am about to undertake a bulineſs, : let.me 
"—ask tny ſoul this Queſtion: - O my: ſoul, is. this 
' *# buſineſs of abſolute, neceſſity ? Haſt thou..not 
ſomething of ' preater importance that | is, Ns 
*—tndotie? We cgter not into the Lilts for. 
Hour , vvhere it 'is -no great matter, - vyhether, 
we Conquer, or no;z. vve perſwade not. | 
to buſie themſelves about Toys, vve ate. notToimt. 
> Portunate about a thing of nothing. No.girs,, FA 
rery as you think theſe things yve ſpeak of, 
IEP 4 wes - 


/ 


-— #,4 
F - - J oe 
- i l 
*. py 4 £2 < - % 


« 


5 rs 


9 rock now 


opinelt was worth that , x | 
| I orien Fu rind IT! |: 
fe we hazard our Souls ; and they ate things 
| - that ou moſt mind alfo;. or elſe you hazard 
—_ Fed iows nificant words Ki L 9.6 EX 
I ref 1 and importance. 0! cle thin 
that is waiting of thac Nature,” mig t 
le With Tears Fa and Coripalſions, 
Fro! s Mercy x ear of r Ry Hea 
Ee en ned 9 I - ſho 
ak of fuch Terions matters L «gh It is 
ls - now a ritne;ro, jeſt, O my when thou 
7 E Sto difcourfe with miſetdble Men akd Wonten, 
| ah ucr oy their Ha ppineſs, and dote. upon their 
b _ nitery,” Thou.art now abont /a Work that con- 
and their Eternal State, . Tell me dear 
ou-in ſober ſadneſs believe that you 
NE: Do you indeed know that 
ls are 6 mnwrely Enemies to, God, 5g 
5: þ be. not Reconciled to God, that 
Be”, io mo x dealt with as. Enemies? Do you Ter. 
/ ally belen all * this? . Do you believe What 4 
--* dreadfr it is ro look ſuch'an. Enemy in oe 
pinb's all fit in Judgment ? Further, d 
= e what_it is to lia down in devouring, + 
'agd' to dwell with everlaſting Burnings al 
Do you not think.it a fearful thing-to fall.jnto 
$ - Hands of living God? And if you'do not, let. 
- metell you, . you are vvorſe than mad ; if you do 
4 . Believe all this, why, then * let me ask' you a- 
= gain, whethet you conceive it _unjiecefſary to uſe 
- the" utmoſt. Care and_. Diligence .ts .get: Ac- 
2 jainted wr Him; Who can deliver you 7 
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hi bs Gone 7-O Friends; "11 all yo! 
ni -of you ove: me 


| Uyou would do me one kindnefsy, IO 


A 


,” 


or {itt rea eft kindneſs that you can do me; oi, 


what i that you ſay! Why, gfokig brats 
own Souls; ' and to mind- that one thi 
me $e8 to pity-them that ate Moving NG 
Eyes, vie hatd Hearrs? © What fa you ol. 
this? - If you have any thing to Tay apy | 
of thefe things, I am read ts 
Gale with you, &c. Well, 'if it be'not necelſa 
know God and Chrift, and lay in Provite 
nity, what then is necehry? Ifirber 
teecfary to ſerve, love, and delightin Him, whe 


Jn deliver from everlaſting Pet and rt 
h everlaſting Life, what then ſs ? Oner! 
for your Souls ſakes conſider what you 40; 
fou vigorouſly purfue worldly things, x and. 


h the Favour, and Difpleafhre 'of God, In Wy 
{mall things! O write not theſe things down us. II 
4 the ſaperfloous things which are tobe mit- 
y the. by.” Remember this, that it'is very 
polible for .@ man to be-eKcecedin 6 V3 afd F4Þ 
be altogether unknown to the Warld | 


FF: 
Altogether impoſſible ro be truly Happy. and os 
| rag with God. : 


x * 
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Gs 7. He is 4 tryed Friend, Thouſands and Mil | 
can from their own eRperichices ſay all't 
ſich I hve ſaid of him; and mtch more "but 

I paſs this over ac preſent, having hirited it a 


of _the fame Natvre hereafter.” 
- He is an everlaſting Fried, 1 

beef in ſpeaking 106 this Head, becauſe -/ 
| hive been ſpokew of this, AY nd 


and becauſe it may be I may touch upon — 


"ive God immortal, in himſelf, yetby, re "Jo 
el Kindneſs to him to be-finite ; (lh 
[#} ; 


f the Angels that fell-from him 
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have a firmer Bottom by. far, than Adam had whe. 
ke was in Paradiſe; his State is more ſecure, being 
once united to-God.in Chriſt, than that of the An. 
els. of Heaven in their firſt, Creation. For, that 
thor. State was mutable, is de fats. proved ; But 
now, bleſſed be rich Goodneſs, if we can but make 
ire of Reconciliation vvith God, -again it is impo, 
ible for us to miſcarry. God hath ſworn, and he 
will perform it, That the Heirs of Glory might have 
=, tie more ſtrong Conſolation, Iſa. 54:.9,10. For thi 
= 3 as the Waters. of Noah: for Ihave ſworn that thy 
7 4 Noah jhould no more go over the, Earth, fo 
-, have. T ſwern that 1. would not be wrath with thie, 
WW” or rebuks thee, For the Mountains ſhall depart, 
= and the Hills beremoved, but my Kindneſs ſhall na 
: depart from. thee; neither ſhall the. Covenant of my 
Peace be Art ſaith the Lord, that hath Mercy 
"Mp Se Gods children need not fear diſ-inheriting 
& His Gifts arid Callings are without Repentance. If 
=.  Gogloved us while we were enemies, how much, 
.. morebeing reconciled, .yvill he continue. hisLove to- 
© us? Oncea Child of God, and a Child of God for ' 
+ Ever; once in favour, and never out of jt again, 
Rom, 8.35, 39. YVho ſhall ſeparate us from the 
= Love of Chriſt? Shall Tribmlation,. or Diſtreſs, 
= Or Perſecution, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peri; 
© Sworg, Nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other 
*  * CreatvMſhall be able to ſexdrate us from the Love of, || 
b God, which 1, in Chri#Feſus our Lord, Bhs ? 
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& what is that which can alienate our Fa: 

as affections from us ? If the promiſe of God, 
hich faith, I will never, never, never,” never, 
ever leave nor ſorſake you, be valid, if his oath 

{ him, if the blood of Chriſt continue. always 

} be ſatisfaQtory, if his mediation can prevail, 
fFthe! nature of God be unchangeable, we arc welt 
enough, we are ſafe, if: this be but clear that: we. 
we really reconciled to God, if we be atquainted 


with him, we are kept by the mighty powef of 
God through Faith unto Salvation. If they had- 


eh "of us, ſaith the. Apoſtle, no doubt they 
would: have continued with us. It is pofhible. in+ 
oy yea, common for men to pretend love'to 
d, and to ſcem to have a true friendſhip: for. 
lim, and yet not to be truly fo, To have aname 
wlive, and to live are two things. It is notun» 
ofval to bear God company (as I may ſay)«as 
road, and yer at home to have fome body that 
have a preater kindneſs for.  lt.is.conmon 

6 go along with God (if I may fo call it)-1n_ the 
ternal actions of Religion,” and yet to: defert” 


batlaſt, //a,58. 1. 2,3. Mat.'y, 21. Thereare. 


We hve ſeems to bid fair for Heaven, and'f exp: 
Id knee will do, God ſhall have that; they will: 


& bim the husk and ſhell, that they 'may keep 8 
E kearnel for one that they love better. Thou: 


ds there are of ſuch perſons in the world; 'atid. 
We profeſs abundgnce of kindneſs for God.” 
the come oft. to his' houſe, and fit down there, - 


| d-make as if they were his friends, and, his aCe.” 

| Ia tafice, and. ſome' of * Gods ſervants, by 
Mita] ie, may. bid them welcome, but yet-for by 4 
mey” may be ſanjers; :aly-; 9*) heve, 
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heard 'of God," and: can talk of him, and it ray # 
' be; have-given him many trankent viſits, but yet] 
” they. want the real properties of -Friends: they ſt 
BE , never knew what it was to be brought nigh to i: 
= the Father, by the Son; tv havea ſence of their 1 
loſt ſtate and eſtrangement from God; and un-þ fi 
der aſence- of this, to make earneſt inquiry after} C 
him ; they never knew what it was to converſe 
with God, to have an intimate acquaintance with 
+ him;-to be ſending out the breathings of their 
Souls after him, and to be unſatisfied without 
©: tim? they took up a trade of lifeleſs duties, and 
that was all. As for the life 'and power of Relj 
(gion, they never underſtood it : communion with 
God, they ' heard: oft. of, but never underſtood 
* what it meant, they never ſavoured, 'and reliſh- 
ed the things of God, nor with any ſuitablenels 
or complacency ingaged in his ſervice: And as for 
- thoſe more ſecret aCtings of Religion, to take up 
the intereſt of God, to delign' his glory, to be 
deeply" concerned for his honour, obſerving their 
affections, and the workings of their hearts in 
duty, to' take notice of anſwers of prayers, or to 
look after their petitions, when they are out of 
= their: mouths, . they knaw not-what theſe things 
&_ * are, Sothit from hence it appears, that God, and 
_ they, were never really acquainted : no wonder 
"then that they do forfake God, and are” forſaken 
-of him, The building might look neatly, -and 
E the houſe ſeem to be- ſtrong; but becauſe it was 
* -builtupon the ſands, it necd not ſcem ſtrange, it 
=. jt fall when. the winds rife, and the waves beats 
-»eainſt-it: butIfay it, and ſay it again,' the houle F 
Po. Ft is built upon a rock-will not,” cannot” fall: 
+ fo man be-rcally united to” God in Chriſt, y | 
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vghly - vyrought ppon 
Him, it is impoſlible | nag Cod ould forkike 
ey Juch aone, . God can't but be true though man be. 
toll falſe, .he .can't but value the ſatisfaction and in--. 
ei} terceſſion_of his Son, he can't forgethis ovvn na- 
n-N ture, //4.49.15;16, Can a women forget her ſucking 
ter} Child, that. ſhe ſhould not have compajſion on. the Son 
r(eſ# of ber Womb ? Tea, they may. forget,-yet wall I not 
ith forget thee. Bebald I have graven thee upon the 
cir pairs of thy hands : thy walls are continually before 
ut} #e, &c. 1 donot ſay but that God may ſuſpend 
nd the refreſhing intimations_ of his love ; nay, he--: 
In pay quite hide his face, and hisdeareſt ones may: 
Took upon themſelves as free among the dead, they 
od | "may reckon themſelves ſuch as have no _acquain= 
h- tance vvith God, and yet for all this be exce2ding 
dear to God; this is clear'd by every days.expe- 
tience. Nay, I may ſay, I believethat there. are-ye- 
fy fevv of them yvhich knovy vvhar Gods preſence, 
-Imiles, . and love is, but knovy in ſome nicaſure 
Fvhat it is to-have his face hid, to vvalk in the dark, 
22nd to ſee no light. It is no unuſual thing of a Child. + .'F 
gw God to queſtion his ſtate, to fear vyhether alk = 
Wat. he ever did vvere not in hypocriſie and for-, 
Wality ;. have not the beſt been made ſometimes te 34 
Queſtion (eſpecially upon ſome notable fall) yyhe- 3 
"mer vvhat they did formerly did -not_ proceed 
Hom meer common grace, or ſome leſs ſpiritual 
finciple than the life of grace,. and a divine nature, _- 
Within them. Were there ever any of the. Song © 
= 44a, vyhom' ricf_mercy hath plucked. ag; 
Enre-brangs out of the fire, to vvhom the Lord: 
math ſheyved his marvellous kindneſs, and love in., 
| "6 , that hath kept their vvatch. ſo cxaaMly, 
mRrnave vyaſked ſocloſely veirh God, ſo asne;..." 73 
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© ver to have the leaſt frown from him ? were there 
- everany"that lived all their days under a conſtant 
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 * lively fence of, their intereſt ih Uivine 65 in, in 
»- -Tove? if there be, they have ſared better than 70 ev 
- © did, they enjoyed more than ever Heman or Da- * 


vi4 did.” A Child of God miay oft be ina'ſad ſtate, Y' 
but yet ke is always in a ſafe ſtate: the pbrpoſe th 
of God ſtands firm. Though for a ſmall Moment F ,, 
he ſeem to forſake them, yet with everlaſting 
-mercies will he gather them: O Everlaſting! v 
That's a ſweet word indeed in the ſaints ear, he 7 
would not. that one word ſhould have been out Þ x, 
of the Bible, lefr out of the promiſe for a world, 
Tſa. 54. If thou beeſt once truly acquainted with 
God, thy ſtate.is as ſafe, thy condition as ſure as 
i thou wer't already in Heaven, God may and 
will chaſtiſe his with rods, but his loving kind- 
neſs he will never remove from them, his mercy 
-Indures for ever. 'All that God gives to his friends 
and acquaintance ; that is ſpiritual, is like hiny 
ſelf, Everlaſting, God is not like ſhort-ſpirited 
man, . every Moment changing, one day. doting 
- pon. an object, 'and the next day hating it as 
much. An earthly Prince ſmay one Moment ſet 
his Favorite 'at his Table, and the next com- 
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Fence there, is fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſure: fof 
evermore; O. theſe everlaſting things are' greaf 
things! An everlaſting friend; and - everlatting 


-«& 5 a2. 
C n 


9} inherirance, everlaſting glary, everlaſting, joy, 
"i everlaſting life, 'and everlaſting death, they 
| are matters of weight! O why ſhould ndt 'orr 
? very Souls be-/ over-powred - with the - very 


thoughts of ſuch things! O this unbelief, this un- 

" } belief! | 

- ig. He is one that is willing and defirous to 
be acquainted with- you. What I have faid be- 
fore tad ſignified little to us, were it not fot.this. 
It isarniſery, and no comfort, to hear and know 
the great things which we muſt go without, ; But 
this is that which puts life into all thoſe powerful 

' Motives which I handled before. God is the moſt _ 
loving, moſt” ftrong, and rich Friend, and with-- 
all he hath in him a ſweet inclination to be ac- 

- Quainted with us. The tearms that he offers are 
the moſt reaſonable in the world. This, this is 

| the comfort of allthe poor fallen Sons and Daugh- 


ters of Adam; that though they have runaway ., 
from God, though they have leſt their Fathers 
houſe, and turn'd Prodigals ; yet their tender. 
hearted compaſſionate Father ts ready to receive - 
them again ;-his armsare open, he meets them, 
While they. are yet a great way off, he runs/ to 
'F them and falls upon their neck -and- kiſſes them, 
and expreſſtth the greateſt kindneſs to them jand 
LY their return, O unparalell'd love! © in- 


Anite goodneſs! God hath expreſſed this his wile © 
Jingneſs to | receive poor loft finners abundantly 
Ahroyphout all the Scripture. If God had. not . 
I Deen -willing to | have been friends .again/ with «7 
Pap; what needed-he to have given himſelf the + 2 
7 M3 trouble ©» 
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-5ghh "trouble of parting with his deareſt Son, and fend: 
> © | inghim-into- the world 'to manage. this preat 
& work of reconciling man to hiniſelf ? why elſe} Ct 
 was'that precious 'blood ſhed ? And to what pur. Wi 
poſe. ſhould he ſend ſo many Prophets, Apoſtles, fe 
- and Miniſters, for ſo many hundreds of years, | 
riſing up early,” and fitting up late? why are they 93 
commanded -to_ cry: aloud, to uſe ſo much ear. Þ 
- neftneſs, to. compel poor waudring ftrangers ty ol 
come.Ito highovſe; but that he might be acquain. | M 
, ted with them ? Can any one conceive that he || 
F ſhould do all this without the leaſt defign of kind. £| Þ 
= meſs? If all that God hath done to'the reconci. | | 
> ling man to himſelf, doth not ſpeak his willing. & « 
=. neſs to be reconciled to them, "what can ? Ja, 
EY *574.' Nay, ſo willing is he toreceive them, not- 
+ - withſtanding all their back-ſlidings,' that he teach- 
eth them how they- may. addreſs themſelves to 
> him'molt accertably, .he-puts words into- theit 
©. mouths which they may 'uſe with good: ſucceſs. 
þ . Whenthey come before him, Hof. 14. 1, 2, 4. Nay, 
-:--, that ſinners may be the more confirmed in their 
= Expectation of his favour, he hath moſt ſolemnly 
fworn.* 'That he delights not in t'e death of ſin- 
- wers, bat bad rather that they ſhonld return and line, 
&  YVVherefore elſc-is it that we arc fo ſtraightly 
| commanded, as we” will anſwer the negleCt upon. 
our” peril before God at their terrible day, that 
wepreach the word in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon? 
To what purpoſe ſhould Pau! expoſe himſelf to 
ſo: many hazards both by Sea and Land ? V Vhy 
&- - ſhould-he teach this Doctrine 'of Reconciliation 
= - nightand day with Tears? 'Doth he-not tell you 
= thatherdid all this by Divine'Difpenſation, and K 
RES at it. was as much as his Soul was wvorth-te 
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« this work 7 ? And oth not al this Fang 
M riingaels to be friends. again with man ? 
Cook not God have ſent Legions of | Angels 
with Alaming Swords in their hands, when he 
5,0 ſent his Son, and thouſands of Prophets, Apo 
s,þ files, Miniſters and- Teachers ? Might -he- not 
ey {have proclaimed war againſt them for ever, 
r. when he followed them with the Embaſſadors 
to | of Peace? If he had had no” thoughts of Agree- 
n- | ment with them, - could he not have ſpoken to 
« | them in thunder and lightning, with fire and 
4. | brimſtone, as well as in the flill voice of the Go- 
i. | pel? He could if he had pleaſed have made them 
to have known the breach of his Covenant, 'by 
giving them vp to the will of their cruel enemies, 
. # God could as cafily have cut off a whole world 
. & ofus, as we can cruſh a moth, and caſter too, But 
he is willing to ſhew forth the riches of his pati- 
rt & cence and goodneſs, that thereby finners might 
; W be brought to Repentance. How doth God fur- 
, | fber expreſs his willingneſs to Teccive returning 
#Faners, by engaging them by many temporal fa- 
; © yours ? Who preſerved that tender creature in 
"the Womb, and beengt it out of thoſe dark 
| Þ Chambers into light ? Who kept that helpleſs 
\ © iofant after it was in the world ? Whoſe flax ang 
- © Wool do we wear upon ovr backs? To whom 
Fi it that we are beholding for eyery crumb we 
Eat, "and every drop we drink ? who ſpreads 
our table for us, and makes our cups to over- 
dw? Who brought us from the brink of the 
rave,- when we had reccived the ſentence from -,_ 1 
» rt Doctor and our Diſeaſe ? And what is'theLans-- - 3 
i ee all theſe mercies, but return, Ds = 
tuner, for tu me ts thy help found,.+ Love 


x8 "light - in, grad! be COod« y with Ka4 
.* + wþom 'thou' haſt received\ fo many. en ſe 
If. thou wouldeſt accept of him for-thy Lord 
Husband,; and Friend, who hath fent New theſe} 
tokens, thou ſhalt have other favours than * 
theſe be. 1s not this the meaning of all "the com.{- 
mon mercies that we daily receive from him ? 
Why? was not thy breath (topt with -an Oath 
in thy mouth? Why is it that fo many thou. 
ſands that avyere born ſince thy ſelf, are gone to 
their eternal ſtate, when 'thou art {ll ſtanding? 
What hait thou done to engage. God more than 
' Qthers, that Worms ſhould not be feeding oh 
thee, when thou art feeding upon the fat and 
Oiwect? What is the Engl:ſh of all this ? what are 
all theſe droves of -mercies which God ſends to 
thee, but to cool thy ' enmity againſt him, and to 
make thee, who art marching out in thy warlike 
- ſurniture, to. meet. him with tears of joy and 
friendly embraces? Is not, Love the Giver, Writs 
ten upon all his tokens ? what means his frequent 
viſiting of thee bur defire of acquaintance with 
thee? Had he;had no defire at all to know you, 
and to be 'known of you, do you think he would 
have call'd ſo oft and ſo kindly at your door; 
would he have ſtood: knockin VEE with ſo much pa- 
"*tzence, and have ſpoke to you !o lovingly, if he de- 
'red. itill to be a ranger to you ? Ts: this like 
bne that deſires your ruine ? -Did God never 
plead 'withi thee by his Miniſters, and urge 8he 
ſame Argument that I do.now ? Did you never 
-- hear ſuch kind of expoſtulations as thete ? ,Why' 
+ wilt thou go on to deſpiſe thy God, and to refuſe 
js love ?- what reaſon haſt thou to harbour ſuck: 
* "hard thoughts of | him ? doth he deſerye: ſuck? 
Rr | und: 
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kindneſs at your hands ? How long: ye ſimple © © 
ke Svcs will ye love ſimplicity ? why will ye.make _ - 7; 
rd. tipht-of that you can't poſhbly over-value ? the 
eſell favour of God, and acquaintance with thy ma- 
nf] ker. How oft have you grieved his ſpirit by your 
m- unworthy contempts ? how many times, have you 
1 2 given him cauſe to complain of your unhiandſame 
ithF-uſage, when he in'very pity and compaſhoncame. 
u-Þ to viſit you : He hath reaſop ro ſay now, as well 
to} as of old, Hear O Heavens, and give egr"O-tarth, 
3! fir / have nouriſhed and brought up. Chilaren, and 
an they have Kebelled againſt me, Wa;.1. 25 Doye 
on I thus requite the Zerd, O fooliſh people and uttwiſet? 
id Þ Js not be thy Father that bought ther ?\ Hath he pot 

re Þ made thee and eſtabliſhed thee ? Deut. 32. 6. *@ 
to | thar they were wiſe. Andbe inſtrutted O Ferujalem, » 
o Þ left my Soul depart from thee, Jer. 6. 8. Is not ® 
ie Þ this the voice of mercy ! have not theſe beenvEas: I 
d & poltulations of the mighty God with his Rebel. ; 
- © lious Creatures ? and yet how do they ſtand it 

t & out all this while, as if God were like to-get fa 

n & much by their acquaintance? Return, O fooliſh 

, & finner, if thou makeſt any thing of- Salvation and 
"Damnation, if thou valueſt everlaſting glory, «if 
thou thinkeſt the” commands, threatnings, *and 
promiſes of the Almighty to be minded, come'as , 
way and make no delaygy O why wilt thou:gomn 
thus madly to undo thF ſelf ? come away: paot 
ul for all this it isnot yet quite to late, thy glafs "8 
2Wyot yet quite run, thy ſoul is not yet fully fixed? - © 8 
Iits unchangeable. ſtate. Once more [ make ſuch 
Sn offer to thee, as I am ſure-none but a mad man 
will refuſe ; ſuch an offer as none of the Kings'and + 
SEZards of the world can make. 'The great and might. ' - 
Monarch of Heaven tenders thec an Alliances 
We 7 whe - Cw 
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4 ak kink; he fot hovy far 'thou- art-ſpeys 
$02 elf lovy thou haſt. brought thy ſelf byſfl 
| on and long vvar againfdthy Maker ;* heffthe 
© Foreſees vvhat a condition thou vvilt be in after abts. 
Fevy more merry hours, except"thou repent and 
' turn. | Wherefore in compaſſion to thy precious 
ſoul he hath commanded us to follovy thee, andfxh 
not to let thee be at quiet till thou haſt: given us 2Þ fie 
promiſe, that thou wvilt return and humble thy I th 
Fel to thy God ; and vvhat, ſhall vve ftill-loſe our Þf wn 
labour! {hall all this come to nothing! Q prodi- 

--, gy of dnkindneſs! O vvonder of patience! thay 
"haſt flighted the friendſhip of thy God, thou haff 
"Fet light by Chriſt, and undervalued Heaven and 
Eternity for ten, tyventy, thirth . years already, 
and yer the Lord ſends us once more in his name 

- to ag you vvhether you are vvilling to have God 
for your Friend ; God hath not yet ſaid, Cut him 

_ down, bind hin bard and foot, and caſt him into that 
laks that burns for ever. Bring thoſe mine enemits 
that would not that I ſhould reign over them, and 
flay them before my Face. God hath not yet ſpake 
that dreadful vvord, Depart. O: vvhat is it thou 
Rayeſt for ? What is it that makes this buſineſs to 
dove ſo long ? What Lover is it*that doth ſo long 
hold back thy heart ? What is the matter that vve 
can-no more ſpeedily angygffectually manage this 
great affair? vvhat is it Wat thou doſt prefer be- 
re” God? vvhat is it that thou thinkeſt *more 


;  _ vvorthy of thy vvarmeſt love than Chriſt ? What 
©. is that great thing that' thou ſtickeſt not 'to ven- 
*. . ture thy ſoul for? Act like a man that is rational 
4 © .andnot beſide himſclf. -If the World be God, if. 
| Earth be better than Chriſt, then chooſe that | 
Ss ori be God, then chooſe him. Hovy mg | 
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nw you ſtand halting betvveen tvyo 7 love thax 
 byEwhich vvill laft Jonges. be acquainted vvith him 
'hefſthat is vvilling and able to do molt for- thee, 
r affs the vvorld vvorth more novy than it vvas in 
Davids time, when he preferred the favour of 
ous God before thouſands of Gold, and Silver ? Is 
ndFrhe price of it raiſed ? Can it bribe death, and 
$ 20 ſtop the mouth of Divine Juſtice, *and procure: 
hy I thee a real reſpect in another vvorld? Go chaffer 
ur} and ſee vvhat bargain thou canſt make; tell God 
di- J that thou vvilt give him thouſands for- thy bro- 
ou F thers life, and as much more for the Lengthning 
alt F the leaſe of thy ovvnto Eternity. What doth God 
id fay ? is the bargain made ? is it not enough'? 
Y, } Why, add a vvorld to it, vvill thardo. ? It it vvill 
ic F not do this, if this purchaſe be too great for-thy 
a F purſe, then go lovver; can all thou haſt keep 
" } thee from fears, get thee a femay, procure thee 
« F caſe, reftifie thy conſtitution z vvill it do this, *or 
will it not ? if not, vvhy ſhouldſt thou value that 
which can do ſo little for thee, before that vvhich 
can do all things for thee.? Be perſvvaded atlalt 
to be 'vviſe. What is God like to get .by your 
| ove+-- or loſe) by your hatred ? vvhat have you 
to boaſt of ? vvhat excellencies to-ſet you out”? 
Ivhat portion to advance you, that you ſtand-thus 
8pon your tearms? Co let's hear a little vvhat 
It is thou thinkeſt ſo wr” þ of thy ſelf for.” I am 
re your over-great beauty can't commend you; 
for a Black-more may vvith better reafon brag 
or comelineſs, than ſuch 'a deformed Toathfome 
feature can of beauty. I am ſure: your helpful- 
= R815 vvill not ſpeak for you ;; for thow art. a” crazy, 
| Secrepid, ſickly creature, that vvill coſt God more 
$28 cure thee; than "thou 'att” vvorth-a thoufand. 27 
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G cimes.' Tt can't be for thy Eſtate that thou art ollge 
"8 DU 1: deſired; for all thy Gold is adulterate, cyl 
- * * Feels counterfeit, thy All-forfeited'z and what 
Ws "*iix.then that thou haſt yet to boaſt of ? come an; 
- Tet.it before us, that we may- acknowledpe our 
= miſtakes. Are theCloaths upon thy back (as fing 
& as thou'art) thy own ? is the Food that thoy 
” Feateſt paidfor? And is this the Creature that myſt 
be wooed with. {g much carneſtneſs ? Behold all 
C ye inhabitants of the world, and admire ! hear, 0 
b, Heavens! this is that-------- (I want a name to call 
+ her by) which thinks it below her to be match! 
to Chriſt, and an undervaluing to be acquainted 
with her Maker, and a ſhame to have God for her 
Father ? From the Crown of the head to the ſole 
of the foot, there is nothing but waunds and bruj. 
ſes, and putrified ſores ; and running plauge fores 
that, are broken, are her greateſt beauty : and 
” - her'sa thing to belov'd with all my. heart ! Ezck, 
E 2x6, Whoſoever thou art that readeſt theſe lines, 
E- this, was once thy condition, in: theſe ornaments 

he found thee, when God came to ask thy heart, 
this was thy drefs, theugh thou art thus highly 
- advanced. And ſuch were ſome of you, but ye 
” © grewaſhed, but ye are cleanſed, 

And after all this, O Sinner, art thou fill as 
tout and proud as ever+ Is Chriſt fo willing tq 
ring thee to his Father? is he willing to Cloath 
I ee:from head to foot with glorious Robes, ſuch 
E- adreſs as may become thee in the preſence of 1 
-- Ring? Doth he offer to lead thee in his'/hands t9 
-- "His own Palace? Is God ſo willing and defirous to 
- ©. be your. Father, and Chriſt to be your Husband?} 
” are all the Miniſters of Chriſt ſo willing to: dd 
their utmoſt to bring this match to perfe(tion} 
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MB ry thiy tie at you day and night to giye. your” - -* 
wo, , Hein tp to be willing: ak Yo ful un-. 2 
al ing? Well, if all this fignifie little, and'You' | © 
neg &I Chriſt at laft, and be not acquainted vvith-, 
"UE God after all, remember it vvas ygur own doings; 
"ME that you thought it grearer Wiſdom to marry 
Ste Servant than the Maſter, to obey the Rebel 
father than your loving Prince. Remember you 
eferred Darkneſs before Light, Hell, before 
eaven. 1 call Heaven and Earth to Record 
this day, that I have ſet Life and Death before 
you, and you ſtand as if it vvere fo difficult a+ ©” 
mitter to reſolve vvhich vvere the beſt. , This: 
ſounds ſtrangely, and every one vvill be ready ta 
write 'Foo! upon that mans Forehead that adts' 
thus, Hold man, be not to ready to pals. thy 
Cenforc before thou look vvithin thee. Doſt thou 
{on abſolute need of Chriſt ? Doſt thou Adore 
I biSinfinite love and kindneſs? Doſt thou give-up. 
” Wtby ſelf to him for thy Lord, and receive him for 
iter for vvotſe, come on it vvhat vvill? Or doſt 
d@not rather ſpend thy thoughts, and let our. 
MeRions upon the Vanities 'and Pleaſures of. 
te World? Doſt thou not Love Father and 
other, Wife and Children, -Brethren and Si" 
ters, Houſe and Lands, more than Him? Why, : 
this be thy caſe, I muſt ſay thou art one of the. , -- 
"Fools that loves Death and hateſt Life, thou cal; c 
WM that Folly in another, vvhich in thy ſelf thou 
Wunteſt Wiſdome. l-vvonder vyho it is that, you. 
Mrive.to pleaſe all this vvhile! Is not the hand of. 
FJoab all ths? Hath not Satan been deep in-re+: 
rding this Match ? Hath not he a delign to Mags” _ > 
thee to ſome painted Luſt, though,he undoe -. 
i for ever ?. And mule pleaſed rathinztion. .  & 
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— : intended to doany of the Sons of Adam any kinde 

- nels, rather than. their beſt-friends?- Come away 
>”. Tor ſhame, andlet vs loſe our breath no longer 
'- and letthat time we ſpend in pleading with yo 
for God, be ſpent in ſinging with you, and praj 
© fing God for you, and congratulating your happyſhw 
acquaintance with God and you, matching to hiz 

only Son. WL 48-0 

20., But becauſe man is ſo wedded to the 
world, and dotes upon: his luſt, that all the argy. 
ments..that we can uſe, are moſt commonly un. | hi 
ſucceſſeful, I ſhall add one more_upon this for iÞ 6 
-.-_ of motives drawn from the qualifications of hiq | y 
Whom I would fain have you-acquainted with, | c 
and that ſhall take in all that can 'be ſaid on this | { 
ſ 
| 
A 


head, ab that is this ; Conſjder that he is altoge, 
' ther lovely, he is made up of love, gopdneſs, and 
- allexcellencics; and whatſoever pleaſure, delight 
andcontent' you find in the Creature, it is tran; 
Feendently in him, he-is the cheifeſt of ten thou- 
fands: ask of them that by Faith have ſeen him, 
inquire of the Spouſe in the Canticles, and ask her 
what is her beloved more than another beloved? 
What there is in God and Chriſt-more than in 
_the world, and. ſhe will almoſt wonder, that 
any .one_ that is rational ſhould ask fo fooliſh FF: 
a gntions ſhe thinks. you might with as puck 
judgment and reaſon have ask*d, what there ismn 
Heaven, more deſirable than in Hell? What 8s 
there is in eaſe more than in torments ? in Gold FF 
and Jewels, more than in droſs; in «frag f 
| healthful, beautiful Creature, more 'than in a 
| xotten carcaſe? Did-you but ſec his face, I 
id ſoon. rhiokghere were fonIF0R 
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underſtand 'what it is to be brought into his ban- 
queting-houſe, you would ſay that they are nei- 
= fools nor mad-men, that can find in their 
hearts to ſcorn the beauties and; glories of this 
yorld in compariſon of one look or ſmile from 
 tsS God ; and believe that his love was better than 

wine, to be preferred infinitely before the greateſt 
the worldly pleaſures, and think that the Virgins had 
£u-f| reaſon enough to love him, Carr. 1. 4. How 
un. high doth the Church run in his commendati- 
on #-0ns ? How doth ſhe endeavour to ſet him out to 
in} the life, that every one may admire his excel{en= 
th, & cies, and be taken with his beauties as well asher 
bis ſelf ; neither doth ſhe fear to loſe him by this, 
**: | nor indeed is unwilling that others ſhould fallin 
love with him as well as ſhe, Carr. 5. 9, 10, &c, 
She begins firſt with his Face, it is white and rud- 


n- 4h the moſt exact beauty, ſo that ſhe muſt be 
v- & dlind that is not taken with him,. and ſoſhe goes 
n, & onas well as ſhe can to ſet him out; but he is ſo' 
ct © infinitely above her dommendations, that ſhe 


wants words to expreſs her ſelf, therefore ſhe 
tpeaks one great one, He 1s altogether lovely ;- and * 
#you will nor believe, come and ſee, Do but look - 
#pon him by Faith and meditation, contemplate 
lis beauties, and then if you have. any thing 


Fgo 


Fet to objeR, if after you have had a truefighr 
"&him, and have well weighed all, you do notfind 
Fat there is in him, infinitly: more than Ican telk 


you, why then let me bear the blame for evgr, 


ither; and if a multitude of arguments, andif 
eight and reaſon, if -vehemency- and earneſtneſs - 
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"> hdy prevail;” I ſhould 'have.. fome good hoſts 
© +, that I ſhould not want ſucceſs in this/wotky nat 
2... you of the. acquaintance with God, and everlaſs 
” iagiglory. Therefore I ſay aguiti; if-Kindneſs and 
—.. Jovebe taking, who ſo fivecr and obligmp as he! 
= If comfort, joy and pleaſure! be: defirable, whe 
| Is there, when' the Soul is ſurrounded with a mul- 
« titude:of perplexities that'can ſomuch' delight, re 
. freſh and raife' it? If Power, Glory and Majeſty, 
it- ability to defend from injuries, _—— Li 
wrongs, might fignifie any thing with poer -ſhift: þ 
tefs Creatures ; who is there that'ever yet. pres 
vailed againſt him ? Who: ever contended with 
God and: proſpered ? If vigour, activity and care 
m-all tke-affairs of his'friends; can intice the dull 
| helpleſs ſinner to receive. him'z\ who will take 
." more care for, and do no more for them: than 
-- be? I his humility. may engage us, if :freedom 
-- - of acceſs, notwithſtmding that infinite: diſtance 
that is-between- us and him, fignific any thing as 
to: the commending of him to' out acquaintanceg 
where can a poot beggar be more welcome than” 
at ;the-houſe of this mighty Prince? Can Faith»; 
fulnefs inthe greateſt Rraight: raiſe the eſteem of 
{friend ?- whoever yet truſted him that was de 
ceived? Are tiches and: wealth taking? Who 8 
there that” can give a Kingdom for a-portion, '#. 
love-token, and give everlaſting glory, and Hea-" 
ven for a joynture, but God? Doth pity in miſt 
ry, {impathy in _foffering, compaſſion in : diſtreſs, 
mdear and commend a friend; who 1s more tens; 
der-hearted than he? Are Honours and Prefers: 
ments ſuch great things ?. Who is that which will, 
make all his favoorites Kings and Prieſts, and ſet... 
them upon Throfis; add reward; and commend 3 
of by t en. 
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nah bderabl e:qualitication to. make up this match 2. v2 
it / > ſuitable for the. ſoul; a Spirit, -as' God . 
Wl Who can, ſatisfie | irs vaſt aud -infidite- 4 
b: defires;- _e infinity it wo” Bo i ;poor fimples _ I” 
atures-*that have. done; themſelyey} ©» 
y their folly and in 092g need: of ia wiſe: 
mcellor, 'to' wind 7 un out: of | thejr: ſad -in-" 
ncies? Who. is--there: among. the*profound: 
icians - and: grave fages of. the worldto be' 
wed unto. him?.  Doth- a dying+.man that” 
= g Soul, that is to paſs ſpeedily 
(6an cterna ſtate, lack an cver-dying and im-', ” 
al Friend; that may ſtand him-in ſome. ſteed; 
c n all his Relations aredead and rotten? is not. © 
6 immortal ?. Are not friends: ſometimes -fur-! ,4% 
$. off from.one, when one; liath. moſt need of _-, += 
of k nothe, thenafriend/highly raheoprizedy *. > 
I9:580,, who. will ncyer |be' a ſent? oth not 
2d Gll Heaven and Earth? : What- think you of 
oul-friend:?.1s not ſuch a:one. worth 'the-look- 
after; who takes care: that your Sout to be:ſure 
Minor niiſcarry ? Whoever did morefor | Souls 
I Chriſt will it; not be: true: -prudegce/ to 
> ſurcof ſuch a friend. as we muſt have forout 
c end 'or- We- are miſerable for ever ?: and 'where-” 
uch-..a- org. to. be” found;; but ;he- that: hath the - 
b- Heaven. and Hell ?; xehich / is: moſt con. 
; Time, or-Eternity.? And whom ſhall-1 
it value; him that promiſeth preſent pleaſures 
ma are loft as. ſoon: as felt; or him. that: will-be- 
{-# everlaſting. favours? And are. there(not- at 
right hand pleafues for evermore?. If the.» 
| _ cperience of ſo-many millionsmay ſpeak Y. 
— ngagins nn 3hat we org <0 
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Shall the! jdfi 


to. offer himſelf tobe loyed and imbraced- by fin» # 
ful duſt? ſhall God:ſay, 1-wilt be thy Father? and BÞ 
ſhal/-not the finner- fay , 1 would be: thy Child? x 


Why .ſhould-not: the heart of every Apoſtaters 


bellious Traytor, that hath forfeited Eftate, Liſe 


and: Soul; leap at fuch good news, andſay, wil 


God for all this;lay aſide: the, controverſy, and 


conclude a Peace ?-Will he receive the: Rebel t9. 
Mercy? will he open his Doors: to his Prodigal? 
 And/is there: yet.any hope ? Is it poſſible that ſud 


$ 4S: mine ſhould-be forgiven ? Can/it: be: cons 


ceived that, ſuch a Creature) as I ſhould 'be-ims: 


braced ? what - look. upon me, will God indeed 


take me into. favour? Yes, thee,' behold: he calls 

©... - thee,. he offers thee his Son, a-Kingdomz*a Crownz 
.-- behold the Father meets; he: makes haſt to. 

»-._ -Mcet- his. teturning Prodigal; Behold” the- King 

- hath ſent: to. invite thee to the Feaſt: Nay; he 

= . will give thee his only Son - in. Marriage, | the: 
>. -.; Wedding garment is made ready, the Bridegroott 
>--__* 43 coming, the wheels of -his Chatiot Full apa 


= 
EW. 


the friends of the Bridegroom are come to bid-Þ 


- you mike ready: up, deck your ſelf, pure ot 
 » Hlorious Apparel, make haſt, make haſt ye Vit 
F.05/ Your companions - are ready, all-ftay'; {@' 
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Doc or, nd will you ftilller him to knack 3” 
hat?” Father, *Hugband', a Kingdom ?- What = 
Yord: Fe ' Wilt thou, O mighty Fehoveb, If 
[ pnngy Wile: thon O' ble: Teſuthe my | 
id? Shall © bave a Kingdom ?- What, * 
Child, # Spovſe- for the King of Glory, ati Z. 
ſs 7 Ry ! Grace! Grace! Bog Hallelujah, 
thy fervants according to thy Word! Ine 
as Fog and. what is our [fathers houſe; that | 
Gary bron _ us hitherto? And now OLord 
t ſha ſervant ſay unto thee ? For 
- fenced wit Wonder, and muſt fitdown 
Anim for we cannot” utter: the leaſt 
tl of thy Praiſes? What meaneththe” height 
"this ftrange love? Othat the God" of Heaven 
8 Earth ſhould condefcend to enter -into Cove. 
wt with his duſt, and to take into his Boſom 
| the Koper Brood, that have often ſpit their ve« 
name m his Face ! We are not worthy tobe as the 
mdmaids to wafh' the feet of the ſervants of our 
I? How much leſs to be' thy Sons and Heirs, 
i to be 'made partakers' of all rhofe-bleſf=d.Li> - 
ties atid Priviledges which: thou halt ſetled up- 
is; But for thy goodneſs fake, and aecofding -.- © 
ty own Heart, haft thon dohe* all theſe grett 
bg. Even ſo Fiber becanſe ſo it Jeon a am - 
th fie. Wherefore thou 4rt great. SE 
we ts none Uhe thee, neither, 5 there a | 
thee,” and what Nation-on Earth 1 ay Get vbyipek- | 
þ, whom God went to Redeem for a peoplecto hamſulf, 
#2 tdke him a Name, 411d to do. -for-thejn TEAE | 
bs. md Terribte ?, - For \thou 'haft ton be 
£2 ro be 4 People” wnto tet Jo! 


arc become thai God 
Nz 


— — DOT T7 9-4 S & EGo9 _k "W- 


4 F — \ Ta©. #* 
<6 + . 'W _ 34.464 "F. 55 : 
bo # f - 


{ & : - 
4 in $ 6, bo | = = a . \ y VER \ I > +4 
{ + *%, F, 4 fo; 'v IR q i 3. \ 
x "-# F "40 L's MY AT . | : 
of cy *+ pl 4. Q Fe $ g gy /F 4 hs of. *.\ 
44 405i wh b : GP. 5 _—_—o 
G . *; A 41 
'»” ” «> 
-— ” , iF l * A 1» / 
A . ',F 
£ 1 APErnac 
f ” 4 


T3 
7 4 » 
% 


4 
% Tos 
w 3 
hs 


Þ 


:ciled, and a Covenant of Peace entred, and Heal 
ven and Earth are agreed upqn the Tearms, andii 
have ſtruck- their Hands, and. ſealed the _Inden-tt 
tures ! + O happy* Concluſion! O bleſſed; Conjuns 
Ction-! ; Shall the Stars dwell with the Duſt ? Orthe 
wide diſtant. Poles be brought to mutual Embracy 

_ and; Cohabitation.? But here the diſtance of the 
Tearms is infinitely greater, Rejoyce O Angels ! ſoon Bg 
0. Seraphims ).;O'all the Friends of the.Bridegroom ih 


and Bride, prepare an Epithalamiumn, be ready i 
Mga the: Marriage-Song. Lo, here is the wonder 


1 Wonders! For Fehovah hath betrothed himſell 
| © - For-ever;to his hopeleſs Captives, and 'owns the 
- Marriage before all the World; and is become 6ne 
with vs, and we with Him : He hath bequeathed to 
us the precious: things of the Earth beneath, with 
. the fulgef thereof.z. and hath kept back nothi 
- from us. | And now, O Lord, thou art.that God, 
W -. -andthy. Words be true, and thou haſt promiſed this 
—- goodneſs unto. thy Servants, and haſt left us no-Yap 
- Ring to ask at thy Hands, but what thou haſt ab 
=  . ready freely granted. Only the Word which thou: 
+ haſt ſpoken concerning thy Servants, eſtabliſh it 
6 for.cver,.ang, do. as thou baſt ſaid, and let thy 
> Nag ;be:magnified for ever, ſaying, The Lora 
_-  _ aſt-be is the God of Iſracl. . Ames, | Hallelujat. 
> anther. do you like. this. Muſick, O ye: the lol 
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d now they are made 'for ever, And what'do 
OU Tay to. the ſame Propoſals? Have they.To © 
ben Reaſon to bleſs. the day thet ever ſuch:a! 
tion was made ? ' Have they cauſe to rejoyce 


% 


Ja-ever” for thoſe blefſed Overtures, or are they: 
to be ſighted by you ? Will Chriſt be worſe 
*Syou than them ? Ts Heaven and Happineſs1efs 
ary for you than them ?* Will-the- loſs of a 
yutbe more inconfiderable to you,  than'it would 
Sie bcen to them ? Will not Heaven, Chriſt, and 


s Þ 


anry,be as well vvorth your acceptance as theirs? 

War, are you willing to be ſhutout when'ther 

; aeproom comes to fetch his Spouſe” home. 

Wan you bare it,- to ſee ſuch; as :you thought 

Warinferiours, advanced, and your ſelf defpiſed? 

bat ſhall I ſay 2 What * ords {hal L uſe ?*-What: 

W Tdo to prevail ? O that I could pity you*a, 

wand times'more thanIdo!: Orthat my Eyes, 

mnt weep in ſecret for thy Folly ! O that you 

$99 might do as- ſome have done before you ? 

gn indeed they be but few that be;ſo wiſe? 

Bt you. would alſo beſtow.your Heart upon 

— Wait! ' give him your heart-love; | or he will 

8 your heart - blood. Do not make,your ſelf 

— Warable to pleaſe any living : Do not'ſlight- 

tr, becaufe moſt. do ſo; go not with them + 

Hell for company, But that, if it be poſſible;b*> 7 

at perfwade you, I ſhall add ſome more;mav*+." 8 

— provi vvith youto get acquainted: vvitht”-- 
br 
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ich I am certain will. either 'work-rhat , 
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s n of your Confuſion 
* Eerble Dy. ſeo 3% 
ck "41 ri2ap or Morits. 


- The next Head of Motives ovhich I: ſhall in 
WO upon;" for-the inforcing of this Duty of Jo 
gr your felves: with th God, 'T ſhall take fromſ 

of, re Effect of this Acquaintance 1 vrith 


{KL > The firſt Eff:Q of this Acquaintance wit h 
oF - God is, it, makes 'the ſoul humble , -and -conſs 
oh j — fits the ſoul for yu Communication 
0; God {till, and td do God the greater Service 
© © but of that particular afterwards.” Acquaintante 
XL - wvith God; it makes the Soul humble, - Wha 

-..God comes into the Soul, he- brings fuch Wes | 
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PSs 'rious- Light along with kim, that he makes th 
© Soul to ce not only his Beauty , but its own 46 
"A \ Fortnity, ?/al. 119. 130. The encrance of thy Wall 
roms Light: It giveth Under ſtanding toubbe fi 
' 8; Before the: Soul/ vvas 2 eiingal vvith the 
Word of God, and by that had:fome diſcovericyuſp 
| Sodinade to it out of the Word, - why itwas int 
dark; and ſaw nothing at all of its own- Vil els, 
-#t-tookno notice of that Sink, 'that Hell that \ ” 
+ wvithin/ it,» conſider not'jts own Treafon agaidl 
| 7h nd "the Lord: of Heaven and Earth, and. the dang 
© *- ons hazards' that: it. did'run every moment'1 
 __onthat account; .but the Soul thought very. 
+ 6f its own State, ; it flattered it ſelf in! jo 
"FF ; the man. thinks he is Rich and:i 
: , and- hath-need of nothing, hue 
" comes to look into his Purſe, bor open. bl 
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his Silver'is [Droffie,, and the' cu | 
11/6 he 'hath is but:Dung:// Wher' the 0 Y 
t comes ins he ſees tlie: Darkneſs) of his 
tandidg, | the perverſneſs of his VVill; 20 
| mh derlineſs of his Aﬀecions, the ditemper | of . 
. I pn. whole Soul. He before: took himſelF-for'a .- F 
ut Creature, but by his Light” and this: ro 
| s h& ſees his Beauty is great Deformity;he'be- -- 
© k ds heaps of Luſts Crawling up ahd down; which 
wore Jay undiſcerned, and then-that man'that reC- : 
Thimſelf ſo happy, cries out,; Owretched min 
"7 am, who (ball delever mz ? What ſhall 1 do to be 
2. Tam undon, undon, how ſhall Hive; where 
| Idwell for ever? | Time vvas that'the' man - 
fred vyhat the Minifters ailed-ro keep! ſuch 
| Fabout ſin, but now he vvonders.thit they are. 4% 
\F@ more earneſt in. their Preaching of:itdown;: It 0 5s 
as. a little vvhile ago, that he: thotghr acne ME; 
hole, but now he. feels himſelf. fick to theo 
rt, Wounded, Fainting, and ready-to-Die;; 
le #1 account that he vvas Pure, but now: 8 
ot unclean, unclean; it vvas not long: es 
Taid. vvith Indignation, am 1 blind-alſo?* But © 
whe cries out, and vvill not be flenced,.'Nave 
& upon me Feſis, thou Sor of _Dawd,” "nd 
that I may receive my Sight. © His"! Lon: 
we is much altered ; he cannorſay, vas ever” 
L afinner as 1 pardoned ? Will ſoch a Prodipal 
be received ? Shall fuch fool Offences as mine 
brgiven ? | If God ſhould look upon me; and... 
6a Chriſt, and pity me, and gaft warns 4 
4" e xvhile 1'lie in my Blood; if [the Lofe - 
Flook upon me, it vyould be fuck a vvondey - 
N "SI$4 58 . hae, 
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Mat WFthatevct beard of it may/juf 
- If Saints,” believes himſelf;as bad as the: vor 
- *. .-fimers}' When a man begins to ' be acquainty 
=. with God; he begins alſo: to-know himſelf ; | 
that ſaw+-no' need of vvaſhing by Chrift, ' vvor 
..-.  - Now have Hands, Feer;Head and Heartall VVaſh 
He that-thought himſelf ſomtimes far'enoughfro 
': Hell; now/begins ts admire that ' he: did: not fall 
-Intoit; 'and although there' be a Ffweer'alterationſs 
in him for the-better, and Saints begin to; deliphÞabt 
very. much in him, yethe vvonders- that any. onejow 
«ſhould: fee any thing in him; - that ſhould-cauſe 
any affettion in themtowards him, much moretyFi 
» anime their hearts in ſuch vehementloye to hin; 8 
#”, Af he hear of anyReproaches-that/afe-caſt win* 
© Jim; he is ready to ſay vvith that vviſe Stock 
- © C Ep.) If he bad known me better, be\would bane 
I a mo much: worſs of me; If any prasfe him, uw A 
- '_-_juageth that it proceeds from their Ignorance of w$ 
a weakneſs,” rather  than' from any \knowledge of wh 
* - .. Worth; and.if he. hear any. ſich Language, tte 
| F6adyto tremble for fear of. his own Heart, and en 
-; ' Out; not wrto my,'not unto-me, but unto'tis Name 
w---: the Praiſe: Tet not 1, but Chrift which dwellali% 
784, Thus it is with one that begins to have ſome 
w-  Tavingknowledg of God; and the nearet he come 
bf 490 .God,. the further: he goes from -himaſelf.; ths 
[more he ſces of him and his Righteouſneſs, the 
Teſs he ſces of his.own ; the more he is: Exalted 
- the more he-debaſeth himſelf; like thoſe four ans 
k.- twenty;Elders, he lays.his'Crown at. the feet 
27 God>Thus it,was vvith Zeb, when. God,: as T may 
=; Jay, ſtood ata great diſtance from-him,heis'read 
40 ſpeak a little too highly, he ſtands much-upam 


oP 
_ 
» l . 
ty | FS te: i > \ 
. \ - 
, 6 4 « ; Y% 
, Io *, ." 
&+ *T 4 % 
"4 o 
= * 


ML 1 off ® £4 
* LINING 
4 4 f 

e «, 


- £4 


l 


£03 

ty, 

—< 

>F 

£4 
R &: "1 

Go £95 a 


| 
7 
” 
ya, 


1, 
< 

: . 
y 

s, 

+* = 
v4 

WI 

Ps 7 


# "—o# 
. "— 


{4 ER py 1d 2 "5ofti6erf 


'w ent Col 6 God comes. tte - -ticarcr:s. ; 8 
x, wyhe \ be throws off that dark-cloud' vylth 
hich / ' had mantled himſelf, -and when hecan- - 
that glorious Brightneſs to. break, forth upon” - 
v6, and made him to fee a glance of his Holllheſs, 
Kit mand Juſtice, 'then how' is he even aſha- 
edand confounded within himſelf, that he ſhould 
r ftand ſo much 'upbn his own Juſtification, 
b a2, $, 6. [have beard of thee," by the heaving of 
the Ear : But now mine Eye ſeeth thee. Wherefore 7 
Satbor my ſelf, and repent in Duſt and" Aſbes. When, 
i6hecomes to be berter acquainted with God, how 
angely is his Note changed ; and 1 might ſay, 
's n he was thus abaſed, how ſpeedily dortyiGod 
*him to a Wonder! Aman. may hear of God 
b; enty. years together, 'and yet never abhor him- 
vlf with duſt arid Whes, neverſee apy vileneſs that 
in his Nature; never bebrought off from his own 
4 phteouſneſs, never admire thathe is kept qut of 
Hell! - O but when he comes to ſee God, and to be' _* 
thc Hvainted with him, how doth he cry out'of him-* 45 
fel as unworthy to breath' in the Air, as deſer+ 3 
wing nothing but Wrath ; then he hath not a word* - 2 
W=to ſay for the goodneſs of his own«Heart, nowhe® 23 
Woean fay vvith Aftoniſhment,. O infinit” Patience? - 
ES unmeaſurable ' Goodneſs! -O the: depths- of 
Gods love | He muſt: be merciful indeed-that cant 
pardon fuch fins! That muſt be goodneſs inde OY 
at can be ſo-tome! That is. love with a vyit-- <3 
s, that can imbrace ſuch a loathſome Monſter! > 
What vvas it that made Abraham call himſelf 
k ſt and Aſhes? What made David to ſay hewways = 
Worm and no man? #What-made 1/ajah ſpeak: 2 
b debafingly- of himſelf; WE yria were the”. 2 
Wot {4,7 Friend: q 
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1 enyous in theik: nes? AWheh.? 


|" thc ok irecly pour ovt their Soul before God 
”” When is it that they molt readily open their Sorey 
- | - and gchr@ that. Hey ſhould be > fearchea, " 
vv great Chyrurgion comes to their Ch my 
Nis 2 Thoſe which betore were vvhole, are now} 
fick full, of Plague - Sores, Head and Heart lick, Þ 
dangerouſly Sick, and no yyhole part in them; F 


©, they .can-lay .more againſt themſelves now than Mp 
2 ever the Miniſter rould;, they can aggrvate their {Y 
- Sins, and+lay loads upon themſelves ; and. they. Þ! 
> "fee themſelves Vile, and eyen are ready to wons 
ve ok the Earth did not open afid ſwallow them 
re this; they admire thar God ſhould' in, 
I Þ them ſo long, and.think. it no ſmall. Mirack 
E: ac. they vvere nar cruſhed in the Egge, [that they 
- vere not caſt*fram the darkneſs ot the Womb, 
the darkneſs of Hell. | Now they can cry out. 
f Original Sin, . and the indiſpolition of their 
E- — fouls to any. thing that is good, and incli- 
os " gation to that which is bad: They ſay. as well. 
as. David, T hat, they were born in ſm, and in gniquis 
=: ther Mather conceive them; They: think eve-. 
thing to0-good for them,. all merCy on. this ſide 
' "evetlaſting Miſery. ' They; count. Every bit they. 
*E#&, and every drop they Drink, more thar' they. 
 deſetye. 'TheYthink themſelves unworthy of the : 
6 ; of "Gods Mercies, Gen, 52.10. . Others © 
- - tiy thankſgiviogs, but he feels thera; others ſay” 
* Donfeſſons, but he feels them: It is. one thing for : 
= a man-to:ſpeak of his own unworthineſs, q - 
phe thing. to lic under the ſenſe-of it, Th&hears : 
| Tg to diſtinc? Members, The heart | 
u_— x. 


: end ; that which 
þ But a man that is cares he into =__ £57 
Evi God, ſpeaks what he experiences; or 
hs eng greater than he ſpeaks, fo 
ay ſts h difſemble with God, "ako he 
- Seonfefſeth! his fin before him. They lay themſelves 


aſs wow as Hell ; this is hunulity, ant ideas ef. 
& of acquaintance with God. Hence it /is'thar 


; ” vvhat vvas it that made Paw/ſpeak and think® © -% 
mos-of himfelf? There was a' ber = vvhen Pau - 
ſhould have > 
oke as much. againſt him, as: he did againſt hims 
elf, What is it that hath wrought ſuch a ſtrange | 
WMeration/in this great Kabby, -and made _him.fo. 
Fiittle? Why, this Acquaintance vyith God; "the 
bght of Chriſt vvas the thing that laid this proud 
Phariſee ip the Duſt, and made. him blind: alfoy * 
Mark this, always the more heavenly any*Mari A 
| Þ the moreHumble.. See Exod. 3. 11, 2/Sam 518) 
I ſhould appeal tothe experiences of Saints; dn" 
kak them, vvheh they had the lowgit thoughts. of -. 
themſelves; vvould they not ſay, when they werg 73 3 
neareſt God ? ' Now. would you vvalk. humbly? *.. 
you muſt vvalk vyith your God; Wert I 
© more of your own Deformity ? vyh - 
muſt labour to ſee more of -his cbeh nd more of | 
bis Beauty. Contraries ſet neer one Ian. 62 
;Þcar more vilible. - > OEM v3 
"= 2A; 
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* Part ſaith of himſelf, Eph. 3. 8: Unto me who am 
cir 9 "than the leaſt: of all Saints ts this Grace given, 

I ſhould Preach among the Gentiles the ut 
7h | rchable Riches of Chriſt; and to make all mich | | 
m _—_— is the fellowſhip, 6:6, Herwants vvords: th |. 
n FL eſs Gods greatneſs, and*his-own ſmiſeſt./- 
'8 


y c [d have fpit in-any ones Face t 
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| Mingoodear 
ood God is, yan? echo ſee anv J 


 ableevil-in fin, vvhich is ſo diretly contrary ts | 


- Hhim,-. When the Soul hath really entred into 4 
+ League vvith God, it-preſently bids'defiance tg! 
all his Enemies; vvhen he' begins to'beat peace” 
with God, 'he' preſently commenceth a War a: 


gainſt:.his Adverfaries. Friendſhip © vyith God 


makes. Enmity--againit Satan. That vvhich for: 


merly'the man rouled under his Tongue as a ſweet 


Morfel, -is now like Galland Wormwood to him; 


He that ſometimes did commit Iniquity vvith gr 
dinel$; can now ſay, 'that it is the greateſt Folly 


and madneſs in the World ; he knows that it is 
> an-evil and abitter thing, as ſweet asit taſted 
> vvhen his Palate'yvas diſtempered ; he that glo-" 
#-" ried in his Wickedneſs, now- accounts it the grea- 


Z -. tet ſhame inthe World; and hateſt the Garments 


#-- wyhich are beſpotted vith the Fleſh, vvhich ſome: || 


W” times: -he' took/for beautful Raiments. - The burnt 


Child Dreads the Fire; Sin hath coſt his Friend 


+ gear, and himidear too. The Child can't lovethat 
> Knife vvhich ftabb'd 'his Father. 'He knows how 


* Aweet God is, :ignd how much he hates fin; and that * 
If -hevvouldhave Gods Company, he muſt bid an 


everlaſting farwel to his deareſt beloved fin; and 


' therefore rather than ke. vvill offend | ſo-dear ©. 


p »a 
- 29 
o 


4-40 
q = 


— 5 S 4 


—-o - I i 


S 


—— >. 


Pod 


= * 
—_TOTRITIORTS ES he Aa = 


> Friendz* ke 'vvill: hew . Agag-in pieces before the» 


Lord.” He vvill as: foon cut off! one | Hand: vvith 


RE. and'be-pulFd Limb from Limb; as: 4- 
gain draw his Sword againſt his covenanted Friend, 


&—and again venture into the Field'in the Cauſe chat 
F |: fomtimes. y- > 0 ſo yy Engage body * and ſout Fe. 
3 | , ere 


ge thought beſore thet it was no great. - 
06 | x Curſe, and Tear; tt» pe”. 
| mT to-/Whore,' and/no harm to do_-, what 
ad a-mind-to;" to-Eat and Drink, -and Talk, 
iep-as one- Lifts, to give'ones Luſts. what- 
44 call'd for; he that--could once make a 
of. ſin,-and' Sleep ſecurely "upon. the top 
| Wool. and. thouſpht / it apiece” of Gallantr 
" #he; Almighty , -and-was. ready to laug 
Ta them | which. durſt- not ' be ſo; Prodigal of 
-- Itheir Souls; as himſelf ; - the caſe is; now. won 
| dgful ly alrered with him, | he now ſees: the Har 
by. ript naked , he behglds how loathſome the 
hore is, - now ' her Paint is waſhed off, -fin. and 
Lare-alike to him;” tempt him. to folly; ns | 
will ſoon anſwer in Foſephs language , | 
WI. do+ this great wickzdneſs, and fin 
God ?- He that, ſometimes thought fin the x 
pleaſure, and; looked upon. the Devil and, the 
yorld as the. only Friends, | now- ſers, his dange- 
_ s miſtake, and bleſſeth God. that his. Eyes are 
opencd before he comes into another world; he 
knows how that holineſs is the only plesſure, and 
God/is the only. Friend, and. fin and the world 
te-as mortal Encmies as'the 'Deyil /himfelf.;;he | 
Selicves that if he venture, upon, lin, he: muſt vens. 
' upon [the diſpleaſure. of his Friend,;. whole * 
avour he ſcts, more ſtore by than all. the: delights 
hder Heaven, and whoſe . loving: kindneſs. he 
idpeth -to. be. better than' Life it ſelf. When the | ©? 
*is- once acquainted with God, how frange» + -- 
ar it's apprehenfions.of [things altered ? Now | 
\ Things. and. perſons! by. their..: We.” 
3..g00d he. calls Good,'. and cvil-.Ey E 
«before he callgd, evil — good - 
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- has refs aid EY 
dey: did ; he ſees that it was'not- for nothing 

that oy were fo carneft with him z-he hath tw 

fied the Gall, Worrhwood, and: poiſon: that | 


#m ; -he plainly fees what is the great” Makes yh 


bate-between God and Man, he hath now thelf 
wit to underſtand what it is' that hath. kept good iu 
things ſo log from'him : Tell him-now ofa Re 
vel, + Whore, be had as live thou ſhouldpa- 
fwade: him to part with his firength and. liber Ly al 
and grind in a Mill , ' he 'reckons you - might # 
rationally defire him to leap into @ bottom 
Pit; \to- take vp his oeietivg lodging in a bed 
"Flames, and to make" light 0 Daitination. 
Men and Devils. uſe what Arguments they: y 


*  to- prevail with him, now to cloſe with tempts 


tiohs; he is ſyre he hath a ronper againſt them: | 


"= ; - he hath: a ſenſible Argament within; which will 
© - anſwer all, If they had tet! thouſand" times « 


' more than they can produce : The loved 
makes him gbhor the motion'; God is my 
"Friend, daſhes all. . Shall fucha one as'I take vp- 
© Arms againſt God ? Shall 1 that have found him 
- fo.infinitely good? Shall I that have 'experic 
-- the faithfulneſs of this Friend to me, be foi 
ro #g4 grew vnprateful,; ' as 'o-be thus aborninably ut» 
faithful-ro him ? 'Shafl T- that. have forfeited 
vs "ab : ; and Soul, and inſtead of Hell have recei 
inſte: | of Damnation, Salyation; -thall 
Je f again, rebel ?-beeatife the 
gods, fhall fin nn 


jo whpo own amy* oy 
© Ons that is woman rh with qr 
poſt late the caſe with his own Soul, and/ 
__ That ' meaneſt thou © my Sout ' ro ſtand - 
mg-with Satan? Hat thou known'what thar- - 
i coſt thee alrcady ? took back-to- Eder. Who. 
'& that difpoſſelſed thy Grand-Father of thar 
Teat® What did Eve get by diſcourfi 
þ fch a Cheater'z have you not loft os 
-- but- you muſt be venturing Til}? Was'ir 
; for God of a friend to become a ſtranger 
ery ? Was it aſlight matter to be diveſted of 
har glory that" once- thou didſt ſhine in, but 
| now again after thou art'broughit into fome 
bur; thou muſt be- tampering with that 
Ewho had like rohaye robbed thee of alt? Are 
Ralking of returning again into Eeypr 7 What, 
Ethou fo ſoon: forgotten” the - Iron; and the 
ay? Is this all the thanks that you give e the Lord 
Fi his unſpeakable mercy? Doth he that hath done | 
I things: for you deſerve 'no+ better at your | 
ds? Is this your: kindneſs to your friend? 
tat was it O my Soul that that undoneCreas * © 
e ſaid unto thee ? Did he ſay, it is alittle © 
hy Sout ſhall live ?. What, did he avk'a fe) 
fry houres that 1 ſhoold' ſpare my. ſelf,” thatl 
buld not be + mr overmuch.?* Did he fa, 
ſpecial 'Friend !. 1, thank ' you for nothing? 'And 
y didit thoo not anſwer the Tempter as Slp- 
"did Barhſheba, when the ask*d-a ſmall thi 
& Thought) for Adonijah : ? and” why. dg 
v not ak. the Kingdom” alſo ? And wh a 
t Sitan 28k thee to part' with Heawel, and Hey Re 
reſt in Chriſt, ani thoſe Favours ns 
l, a9. fmall' a OV thou thin 
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02.) One, that hath God for his Friend, © 
© Temptations: are preſented, he remembers who be 
ey w he Rant, related" to+God; and how littli 
js ſach an attion would be to. bis Friend. An 
thus' he doth. reſiſt the. Temptation ' with a grealih 

© deal of gallantry ,. when he remembers. himſelf 

Nay, fometimes, Temptations to fin. do 
Grace- more to abound : the water which was in 

tended to cool divine Love,, . proves, Qyl, ;; 
makes that noble flame to burn, moxe. yehemen 
Cant, $6; 7. Hedeſires to exerciſe- that Grat 
Which is contrary-to, the vice which he is . tempt 

' to with more than ordinary vigour. He: ſtands lik 
a Rock inthe midſt of. the fea ,unſhaken ; hej 
© ſteadfaſt and unmoyeable, like a pillar in the Tex 
Fe: + ple of his God. He is much of the ſame mind, 
"4 that Ppoint,.,with that brave "Heathen, 'who ſpa 
cc to himſelf when Temptation was ſtrong, 4 
bo _ &. 4.2.7. 18.)-Deliberate man," yield-not raſl 
7 7 ; great work, that. lies upon thy hands, "tis a 
"OP Wl be vo work, *t#: for aKingdom, the K LEE ; 
—- Mow-remcmber thy God, Jets ſec thy low 
Ig 30d is, remember his preſence, ; he beholg 
ow. "thou .ſendeſt deliberating whether - thaw 


OE Fight for him. or a hone him; for ſham 
$ Thew .not thy ſelf ſo baſely wdifingenious:. Remeny 
Hf © Ber,what thy God, thy Friend, did for .thee at ſud 
"ape ſuch a time ; Remember how xindly you, wel ' 

tertained. by him the laſt titne you. were at bi 
2 $ e. Whoſe ſword tis,that yot! wear by youl 
js ring 909 are you in Dig not God giwt Syn | 
fight againſt his enemies ?. And will. you draw'it# 
unſt akell? ? remember bom I VO you 
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You dovenjoy, and ' can you find . im- your 
tro take Gods: mercies, Gold, Silver, -and 
d,-and 'beſtow them all upon that which he 
tes 2-will you quarter.and keep in pay with Gods 
In, his greateit enemy? And if you feel your 

t {till {taggering, and ſcarce able- to keep it's 
hind, then remember God ſtands by, Chriſt 
ks on, and ſees how gallantly any Champion 
gh - will demean themſclves on his; quarrel ; 
ngthat there is nota more lovely ſight upon the 
th; than to behold one of his Friends, rather 
"IMuring; their lives than they will bare that the - 
F1ndignity or affront ſhould be put upon their 
1O happy are they that can always' act as 
jefight of God | and if the Soul can have but 
altant freſh ſence of it's relation to God, and 
we; it is impoſhble but that it ſhould hate-lin; 
Evis ſo directly oppoſite to him; -happy: are 
Lwho.by:the thoughts of God are '1nraged, as 
Wt fla! 1s ic not /enovgh ſaith that heavenly 
that. is acquainted -with God, that I; have; 
& fuch and ſuch things againſt God, when: 1 
WW him - not, but that 1/ſhould” again-ingage 

t him after 1 have been obliged by a thous. 

reies, after 1 have taſted and feen- how: 

the -Lord-is ? is it a light matter-tharl-did 

bs after fight againſt him then ? and ſhall Inow. 
my rebellions, when I have had ſo- muck 
Hence of the folly and madneſſe of ſucha waty * 
&-1 ſhall be as ſurely conquered as L draw; © 

yord 2 -afid hath Got kept me by a miracle 

Rrcy out of; Hell, and after 1 had run out- fo! 
medly,. and: nadone my ſelf, ſet: me up; as! 
iter 1 had plaid the -prodigal, received-me; / 

mito favour, and ſhall I after all-deal thas:  <- 
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-_ + tie x thobland” de 
'- ©, - befor; 67 will whe vield toanF- th 
© - pay be in the leaft fentive to tl, wn. ny 
Sonl hath ſoch -an/ infinite reaſon 'to' love above 
"the whole world. The knowledge of Gods ſet : 
- vice, and' Satanstoo, makes a Soul to diſtinguiſhI@ 
he that knows what it is to be made free by Grid CG 
abhors his old Maſter, he remembers full welſ 
. the 'great hardſhip that he_ then wart 
when he had nothing to' live upon but Husks 
he calls. to mind the Clay and Morter, ow. 
forget the cruel Vaſſalage that he' ſerved unde 
Garlick and Onions were his daintics, and- try "i 
he can't deſire to' leave his Manna for ſuch kin 
of Food ; hc is not in love with. the Whip an 
Scourge, he doth not dote upon the fetters, 
Iron which went-into his ſoul, ' but-he is pl 
with all his heart to be free from thoſe Task-n 
-fers, which made him to ſerve with” rigour, 
Kath no mind :to return to his old Work : 
- meanin# in al} this. is, he that was a ſervant al 
a drudge of Satans, anda ſlave to his tuft, when! 
=”, .. once comes to taſte the ſweetnefs of Spiritual | 
= berty, to be made free by Chriſt, he hathino delue 
” . again tobe inflaved, but doth with 'the great 
deteſtation, reject all the propoſals and pt 
-miſes that the Devil makes, to bring this buſing 
about ; he knows Satan too well ro love his (@ 
vice, heremembers that all hispay was promilth 
- and no more,- he. remembers that he fed in 
with -poyſon, and made him do that which ll 
like ro break. his bones, and undone hiny for eve 
| 1; nes what" Satans defignes wgre, and what I 
= 5G, 7 in of him quickly, if he had-gone on'inÞ 
Hervice F3:0e olives __ to be chains, i x 
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dn, though it may be ſweet in the month'; HE 
nWWhath now cha ſerice of the evil -and bafeneſs © 

fin, 4: F being 0 infinitely loathfome' ro God,” a 
er ae hates it with a perfect Ratred;; "he hath' a 
$80 Mm ſome meaſure conformed: to the will of 
rifh 


JYEC 


has and what his friend, the Lord foves; he 
ve thate, and where his God hates he can 7 love 
cn A "139. 22. Do not 1 bare them O Lora which 


ts the Pſalmiſts cholter {> muck? Wig ki 
ſ bech wotking upou his own' heart; inthe for+ 
Crag of the Pſalm, the,doQrite vf*Gods oms 
y; arid goodneſs, and,” by meditupion” upgn 
ER 'be was brousht-under” a' me fence 
E: preatneſs of Divine kindnefs "Rd while 
art did thus muſe, "the fee bitfnt, his 
"Was in a flame apaitift | ſin,. voſt 
ecious are thy thoughts unto me O00, ) 
hen the” ſoul hath ſweet thoughts'bf* God; 
Will have  fower thoughts ' of | fin.” Whien 
foul loves God dearly, it can't chuſe buthite | 
Entirely. None behold ſuch deformity in; fin, 
thoſe which behold moft beauty” 'n of. 


le it is-that ſome of the people of God haves 


all” of them which; are. really acquainted 
| God are of the ſame mind ) counteUitmbre |] -. 
to leap iato the flames, then to venture” A 

ia known fin. It was no untruth 'in'the-ab# _* 
E Woeion, though falſly applyed by*7eb's 
To | it is 2 great wickedneſs to chooſe bl 
fore the gretteſt ſuffering, Zo Fe) 21, 


was it that made Pal ſo weary 
+ Q2 


what buſln ws ti mate Hp ik 0 
* - , What Pains cauſeth thoſe bittter groans ? "Kom,'n, Þ 
> Wasit.not fin? and why, did not Pat groan be. 
+": fore. ap well as then? was it. becabſe he. then had 
> no.fnatall, or leſs fin than wheti ke made that 
= bittercomplaint ? no ſuch matter, bur” becauſe he 
had. thenleſs acquaintance with God. - But now 
= he is become acquainted. with God, the more he BY 
h doth abhor himfelf forifin. He now knows bet. B ® 
terthanke did, his eyes are, opened, and he ſees 
* Eipin its colours, and he looks. upon it as ſo great 
 an;evih-that he. doth want words to: expreſs the 
©.  odjaus- nature of it; therefore becauſe he can't 
= finda worſe word, he calls fin'by-its own name, 
E, Sinful $in; which he thought a more ſignificint 
;pithete, than, if He;had called it. Devitiſh Sin, 
| ha makes the children of .God. to.be ſo weary 


£ 


; this world, and ſo defiroug to be. upov. the 
= wing! why it is becauſe of better acquaintance 
& elſewhere ? they know that then they. ſhall put 
__ off that carrion that -now they carry about with 
| 'them,z+Sin 1 mean,.. which like, a. dead carcaſe 

_ Baſe hound to, a living, doth now ſtink ſo abomina- Wi 
© >; bly-in their. noſtrils; they know. that then they 

- ſhall haye a ſweeter. ſmell, and themſelves allo 
 Timelmoreſavoury inthe noſtrils of God. mY ; 
=. know: that poverty ſhall be ſwallowed up with 
©. xiches, want with fulneſs, fin with holineſs, mi 
fery. with happineſs, they have an inheritance, 3 
City, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, and n0» 
thing that is unclean ſhall enter into/ it ; and when! 
they come thither, they know the caſe will be als 
tered with them, and that though . now tne 
bear about -with them a body 'of death and in 
yet then they {hall bave a body as pure, as brig 


a», 

> i 

ko. ES * 
a 


o 
, > Gy 4 . - inane - & 4 4a 
4 G *- TS SA | \ . 
”. "hf " a I » Js Y 
i b# © 4 _ : <" & , . SIT j % p 
mn p.4 6 - oe 4 \ ns *Y 4 0 $ Y "M4 *%Y 6 «X 6 \ » _ : 
+ 2... ” > a L T *& Jo.» >» & +71 *. q m - 4 
*S, w ES . " : m4 \ - : 


© # a, - 
7 4 


= n 
Ws 
: j* 
C = 
=- > © - of 
was: © G &. 7 
7% bY 
= 4 
68. _—_ / 
- A 
+, 
Vs 
L 


4:5 : 
14. To 
CT 


” - 
LILY : 


+ yy - 
Ry, <4 4 
FS 
LS SER 
p = 
& - 
£442 ” 
* 0 Ly 
IF >. 


x44 . 7 is 77 
. - ” _ od” "4 wY 
\ 5 Cho. I a: \ YJ P a1 4 [ yd 
, 4 
_— 39 
” 


pe 5/4 $60, they ſhall be preſented 
| to the Father without ſpot or vvrinkle, 
l 54 1 thing, He knovvs that as longas he 
0s thu ns ſullicd by his fin, his great friend vyill nor 
3 much. pleaſure in his company. J1ſaas 
| bo Tſhmael, the Ark and Dagon, God and Sig 
ar t dvvell in the ſame heart ; therefore he de- 
es to have leſs of ſins company that he may have 
more of Gods; none of fins company, that he 
may have alvvays Gods company. Obſervethat 
taocly in your ovyn experience and others, 
hoſe vvhich vvalk moſt cloſe vvith God are moſt 
der, as to the matter of ſin; and thoſe vyhich 
$ leſs in converſe vvith God, are more bold ji in 
cir venturing upon fin, and- after it is commit- 
ed they have leſs regret, What is the reaſon 
hat one can ſvvallovy any thing almoſt, and q 4 
: r is afraid of the leaſt appearance. of evil; 


= i. 4 


lr _ 


tes the garment ſpotted vvith the fleſh, he is = 
ful of cloathing himſelf vvith vvickedneſs, as 
of putting on the garments of one that, hath had 
it Leprofie or Plague upon him ; he hates vain 
th Foughts, becauſe he loves God and his lavys, ſat, 
20. I04, L13, 
3. Another glorious, effect of Acquaintance 
vith God, is, that it makes one to have very lovy. 
d undervalving thoughts of the vvorld, _ When, :* 
Saint hath ben vvith Paul raiſed up. to the 
td Heaven, vvhen he hath had ſome intimate: 
averſe vvith God, he canlook the yvorld ito, 
* nothing ; nay, if it ſtand in competigion., 
Chriſt, he counts it bur as dung anddrofs1n - 
Inpariſgn .of the excellency of the WS, 


Chriſt Jeſus his Lord, Phl. 3. 8. he ” 
zS higher value ls nh ae: gh of Gon Fam oj 
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cone, z0n Corn, and Vine We I 
is becauſe then pon Creatures know no bette 
| Ae 5 dote fo much upon-the world; did thy 
'but ts Fe what it is to have one look of love 
from God; were they but acquainted with the 
| gory of another world, they would ſoon diſte. 
hh every thing elſe ; nothing will down with 
them which have been feaſted in Gods Houſe, but 
-thoſe+Royal dainties. Taſte the world who will 
- ; Taith the Saint, give me) but more Grace, more of 
- Elriſts company, let me- but maintain an inti- 
mate familiarity with God, let me be: but better 
acquainted with him, and be more frequently re 
freſhed with the ſmiles ; this is all that I deſire y 
oifearth, this is all that I expect to make wel 
-- compleat in Heaven, Whom have 1 # hes 
en but thee? And there is none tpon Earth .that [ 
b-: by Can aefrre un compariſon of rhee. It was not without 
Pp By reaſon that the Pſalmiſ® prizes the Com- 
0 s of God above Gold and Silver; it was no 
ſtake in Solomon to count Wiſdom more excel- 
£ than the fineſt Gold, and more precious than 
js. That ſpiritual Merchantknew what he did 
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a he ſold all. that he had for that Pearl of 


2 | ba price; he was ſure' he ſhould-beno loſer by 
ha bargain. Bring me a heavenly Creature 

that bath had' a view by Faith, of the Glory of 

ods countenance, that hath been in his Compas 

'ny, that hath been brought into his Banquetting- 

* Houſe, ſuch a one Iam confident can eaſily ſpare 
that which moſt keep ſucha fearful: ſtir about, he 

on or, che world for them which are like to 
Give him but more 
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3 ſpent i it, 9 1 ſpeaks Lak Codd ages 

lf axbog there is no eompariſon betvveen this 
xd and another ; he car; novy call this vvorld 
orion and the 'glory of it graſs, and vvrite 
, Emptineſs, and Vexation upon its beau- 

Face; and contemn all its ſmiles and frovvns, 

d look upon its greateſt Lovers, as perſons that 
deſerve to be-pittied rather than envied, vvhoſe 
tion is ſo ſmall, vwvhoſe happineſs ſo ſhort; 'and 
Whoſe miſery and miſtake is ſo great and difmat, 
is a common._thing for men to declaim againſt 
the vyorld; and to ſay, it is but a little muck 5at's 
gounvſual thing for its greateſt Lovers to ſpeak 
apainſt it, and fay, that it is that vvhich patſeth 
vay ; but yet for all that they purſue it more 
than Heaven, and are more earneſt for it, thah 
the Salvation of their Souls, and more troubled 
a the thought of parting vvith it, than at the 


thought of their parting vvith God ; andthe lofs 

gf it troubles. them more than if vve tell themof 

theloſs of their ſouls : Such as theſe vvill notſay, 

tt'that God is infinitely more to be loved than 

1 vyhole vvorld ; but yet if the World and God: » 
d in' competition, they ſtand not long diſpy- 


bg vohich- mult give place, the World hath the 
Sppermoſt room in the heart. - But vvhence is 
is miſtake? Hovv comes the Servant to Ride, - 
md the Maſter to go on foot ? Why is the vvorld + 3 
Meferred before God? Why hence it is, mel. 
1 novv- not -God, they are not acquainted -vvith* 58 
xcellency ; the World is ſenſible, he fees i; S | 
> feels it, he taſtes it, and ſo he dothi:natitht<. 
ings. that are inviſible: And no vvondef thei, . - 
hat ſenſe bare the ſuyay ; thy man vvants'Faith" 
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8 entities. - But now "a Ra hows God; and 
” . acquainted with: ſpiritual things, Ne+ hath quite 
© - Another nlbclsr ts n of the World; we | 
& mot only from Faith,” but ſometimes from a ſpi-B p 
ritual ſenſe, and he can ſay that Divine Pleaſures, 
Riches, and Enjoyments' do- as-ſenſibly refreſhÞi 
him, yea, abundantly more than ever the world 
did. ;And when he hath been newly taking x 
walk-in that heavenly Paradiſe, he Jooks back 
pon this -World with grief and indignation, that 
he- ſhould ever love: the world with his. heart, 
when there was one that did infinitely more de- 
Jerve his love, when there was a God; Chriſt, and 
Holineſs to. be loved,” that he ſhould be ſuch 

' Child, ſueh a fool as to run after Butterflies, quar- 
-. er: for a feather, hunt for a ſhadow, while God, 
Chriſt; and Glory, thoſe great Subſtances lay by 
unregarded. Now he grudges that any thing 

; Gould have hislove but his God ; his deareſt Re- 
- J8tions, (if they ſtand in Gods way, muſt be run 
* .over, deſpiſed, hated. Tit which the men of 
the world fight, and kill, and ſpare- nor to damn 
& - theirſouls for, he ſees. now to bea pitiful worth 
Teſs thing, which can't defer Death a Moment, 
=. - Nor ſtand him in any ſtead in another work! He 
4s all for that coyn which will go currant/in ano- 
ner! Country ; and if he be but rich in promiſes, 
# mieh---in ſpiritual relations. tich in- grace, he 
= - takes himſelf for no unhappy man ; let the world 
E-- ſpeak/or- think what they will of him; he doth 
_. : —bot nwch paſs vpon/it, he believes that he's bil 
©. a pilgrim and ftranger here, and if he meet with 
| no grea kindneſs, ir is but that which he. cape 
ot The truth of it is, he is almoſt afraid' of the. 
| 4 hg of the world, not being gr OY 
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+ we kiſes it Liens: to abit; he cate. 

vire fond of that-which-in all codabllicy will 

t God and him at- a greater diltance; and 
ey | "AF paſſage to glory next to impoſſible. 

res,f HM Freckons that it's berter being rich in grace, 

reſhi han rich in purſe ; and that he which lays. upfor 
orld is body, and provides not for his ſoul, is' the 

8 af greateſt fool in the world. Tell ſuch a one as Xf6- 

ack fs of riches, honours, and preferments, he thinks 

that them but poor ſorry things for a man of Iſrael to 
art, he'taken with, and he will rather ſec them in the 

, than part company with his ſuffering bre- 

teen much leſs with God. - It is ſtoried. of 
#agoras, that he ſeemed to be very little con: 

- when his countrey was in a flame; upon 
which being taxed by ſome, he made this re- 

Iv, There 15 none of you all Care more for your COUN- 

mW ran I] du for mines; pointing with his finger 
W'to heaven, Thus 1 itis with the people of God; 

n others talk of Riches and Honour, but there 

$none of them all do value true Riches as t 


but here's the difference, one thinks che- 


Hats Riches when he hath the command of a 
eat deal of Gold and Silver; the other knows, 
þath Riches when he hath Chriſt, and Grace; 
And can have good returns out of ' that other 
forld. And which of theſe are. the wiſeſt will 
** be ſeen.” - One looks upon heaven and glo- 
Fas 9 ſhadow, a fable ; 'and rhe: things of [this 
wid, as the only realities; the: other he looks 
"pe Heaven; God and Eternity, as the greateſt 
balities, and molt worthy of his hjgheft, yaluatts 
band the things . of this world.as flying Fw 

ws, which can't fill the arms of himthat 
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” "that Worthy, that he was born for other: t 
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+ - than to cat and drink, and fleep, 'or-to take: | 
” _ pleaſure, or to get an eſtate; he knows that the | f 
= fineſs in this world, is to «provide for another, £1 
to get his peace made with God, to contemplate 
Heaven, and to get thither z and therefore you Þ 
* . muſt not count jt ſtrange, that ſuch a perſon az #1 
= this is ſomewhat cold, and remiſs in his carrying | 
=«.onof lower deſigns; he knows that the diſpro: 
= 4 nowen between Finite and Infinite, Times and 
=> Etergity, is. no ſuch inconſiderable one as the 
> molt count upon. Again, he hath more than onee, 
experienced this, that the very joys and comforts: 

', that are to be had in the enjoying of Communion 
with God, even in this world, are unſpeakably 
more intence and refreſhing, than the higheſt ſe 

{ſual pleaſures in the world. One that is acquains 
ted with God, will take the word of his Friend for W4 
true, which - word tells him that whatſoever is# 
preſented to his ſence, the world and all that 

-” therein, mult ere long be burnt up, whereupon 
- he thinks it no imprudence at all to hazard pre- We 
© -* ſent injayments for futurehopes ; no folly to look 

- after ſomething that will bear the flame. He 
thinks it ſcarce worth the while to ,be born-to. 
poſſeſs; if it were a whole world, except he wete: 
'fure of having fomething after ir that were better 

= than what he met with here ; he had rather have 

- one-ſinile from his friend, than- thouſands of 

© Gold and Silver : he would not for a world be tq 
© have his portion here, though it be never ſo large; 
a one: he;had rather by far be. with Zazerus. ups; 
—on-a dunghil,: than fit with Dives in on F. 
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B _ £46 av fare that the Sea, or Airy "A "i 
FFarth, could afford him : he-would not change + = 
Saditions. with thoſe which enjoy. the molt of 7 
things of this world : he can thankfully want 
at-which moſt commonly makes its | py | 
miſerable. O could you: but .talk-with a man 
thatlives in Heaven while he is upon-carth; and 
could you but ſee and here how much he lights 
t which at adore! Give-me neither poverty 
riches, but Food convenient for me 1s the 
heli that he dare pray for : He had rather live. 
a ſmoaking Cottage, and have God- for. his 
ompanion, than dwell in the greateſ>palace, and 
aye the Devil for his Neighbonr,- Counſellor, and 
Maſter. When a man hath been in Heaven by con» 
mplation, though his body be upon the Earth, 
yet the beſt part of him, his affection, his love 
Jay and heart, is ſtill there, Ser. Ep. 41, One that 
wh converſe with God here, he is indeed that earthl 
mp, his body as below ; but cold you ſee bys thoughts, 
da you look, into his beart, and fee the inward 
bes of bis ſoul, you ſhould ſee the man out of the 
rid d:ſcourſing ,with God, he ſticks cloſe to the 
pany of his Friend : He is like the Sun beams, 
though they reach the. earth, yet they« ſtill abilth 
ere #70: whence they are ſent, aud are maſkintenſs. 
or neareſt the fountain, the. Sun, So therſovl: and 
uphts of a child of God, they may, 'nay,-they- 
[t but glance npon the world : but it's moſt vis . 3 
ous ſpriteful aCtings are towards God;s andithe © © 
awof its affetions are abundantly-more-remifs *- 
dcol? when they beat upon earthly objets, © HE" 
knows what it is to have the company'gf 
g, isalmoſt xcady to: wonder hoyy any. one can” 
bortent vyith any thing beloyy God 3: and as for . 
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” bimfelf, he takes'himfelf for little better thay 
E - Priſoner, while his ſoul is pent up in a body whi&il 
. * 38 fo unwildely as to all fpiritual employments, ii 
& St berefined by the grave. ' He would not be lf 
A dwell here for ever for a world,  though' helf 
might enjoy more content tnan ever any' fincell3 
the fall did, A Soul acquainted with God is 2 
noble Creature indeed, it ſcorns petty low things, ( 
it, thinks no Eſtate big enough for it, but that | 
- awhich is infinite; he looks upon himſelf as x 
Citizen of no mean City, a Denizen of Zjov, 1 
Free-man'of the'New Fernuſalem, one of the Royal 
Society, over which Chriſt, that King of Glory, 
s' the Preſident, his inheritance is greater than 
- hat which the Sun compaſſeth in its- courſe,” 0 
when- (ſaith! fuch a one): ſhall I leave thele Ci- 
ties of Cabal, and dwel with the King at Feruſe 
lew!-O when ſhall my ſoul be ſafely ark'd! 0 
- when ſhall 'I be upon the wing for Heaven! 0 
when ſhall Tleave this body there whence it firlt 
came'! When ſhall I go out of this cell, this cage! 
= ,,0: that 1 were once ſafe in Heaven! O that1 
Were in the immediate preſence of : God, and: 

- "> might ſtand for ever before-him, and. have his 
bleffed ſociety for ever and ever. Neither am I now 
"quite without him; but how little, O- how little 
is it: that now- I enjoy ! © when ſhall I enter into 
the poſſeſſion of that better longer life ! Itay and 
long. for that ſeparating, or rather uniting hou, 
which vvilt ſeparate” my ſoul from "my __ 
from my drofs, but perfectly unjte me to God. 
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= Look:then O my Soul, upon all that thou feet: 
=, below, but as ſo many Inns and reſting-places 
+ - for a Pilgrim-to take ſome little tefretlianhs i, 
>; and-then to be-gone; That day, O my: fearfol 


> 
” 80] 3, 


_- 
v 


<> © 
on ve 
L% 


I, 

SY 4 «3 - , - 
37 3 

\ ET; ot 
,. WIT... L 

- F ©» % a 
w—— » - ” 4 


74S, 


5 

4 \ tj Fd % 
a_—_ = 4 \ - - - » Ao of 

Y T < x e " " - | r_ . . | F 1 ja g& " \ & 4, Lu F ; 4 * Y 4'l j 2; = 


$,4 

; " of "#410 
90> ih » U * 

Sas. hs 
C = by hg , 

bp 2, ©; } . is ” 
b pots dy -c os . ſ: ." "O 

% 4 


. [hich "p pe a6, fearclt as my. ja, © 


g birch day of eternity. O what ,mean weto 
ur priſons, fetters, burdens? What ail we 
' ſh \much pleaſed with 'our miſeries, and a» 
* our happineſs? O this unbelief! O were 
ifians but more in the company of God by 
rand Meditation, they would Took upon 
= 'as great, and the world asa very ſmall thing. 
Hethat knows God to be great, ſees every thing 
low him little, .It'is an infallible argument of a 
J Iyine and 'Excellent . Soul, and. one. that hath 
Fq aintance with God, when he can judge all be- 
God, as low, ſordid, baſe, and utterly un» 
m $otthy of the teſpeR of his ſoul. 
Another glorious effeft of acquaintance with 
God, is, that it will caſe us of all ſorrows, or cure 
Fforrows. As ſoon as any. one hath buta ſaving 
| Wes: of - Chriſt, he is in ſuch a-condition. as 
he need not trouble his head” with care, nox. 
@ heart with fear; no more than a rich, Heir 
| hath a tender- hearted, toving, wile Father, 
, 4 not trouble himſelf what -he ſhall -do for, 
tad and cloathing : as long as the great caule, 
1% is taken away, ſo long he.is well enough., 
| for thoſe that are unacquainted. with, God, 
&ey either are always afraid, or have. cauſe. al-- 
*s to be afraid : but as for a Child of God, that. 
br dture buoys up his Soul under the mighticſt 
, cs of fear, There 1s no Toy (ona <7 to them. 
M3 are in Cbri(t Feſus, Rom, 8. He thatis 1 in, 
dvenant with God, may in this world undergo. 
de. pretty. injuries, ſome inſurreQtion may, 
ade againſt him ; but this is his comfort, 7. : 
ſe never to be vite over: powered, never to;he. 
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= feats that "firangers and eficmfes are compaſi 

* With, or wilf'be! And O the joys, the ſecurity ho 
# Therrue ſecurity that fome have ;, at what a raJ6 
- __& theylive! and how bravely do' they die! math 
= the perfect, and behold the ppright 'man; for tht! 
end of that man is peace. This "was: touched vp. 
on before, when I opened the natureand quali.f G0 
_ *<Gications of this friend, and therefore 1 niced- ay nh 
>the leſs here; yet it being the great inquiry of his 

the wiſeſt, how they may_ be ſheltered from this} 

- - ſtorm; What ſhall they do to be cured of theſe 
heart-qualms"? how. they may be freed from 
fears? I'fhall not altogether paſs it over in this 

=. place. Ican't but incourage' poor ſtrangers, as 

They value thetrueſt comforts, as they would be 
” + free from fear and trembling when the Founds- 
# tions of. the Earth ſhall be ſhaken, when the 
©, Mountains: ſhall tremble, and melt at the. pre: 
_ - fence of God, the mighty God of Farob, whien 

= the Heaven ſhall be rouled together 'as « 
Scroul, and. be all of a Flame, Make ſure 
this» Friend ! it is impoſſble' that one that hath 
ſuch'a one for his friend ſhould-much be daunted, 
when he hears of Wars, and Rumors of Wars, 

= when the Peſtilence rages, when there are dread- 
- © ful Earth-quakes in {undry places, and ſuch 'di-: 
5 ſtreſs of Nations and perplexities, that the ſtout- 
eſt heart ſhall fink rhat hath not this to ſupport?; 
Then a Child of God may lift up his, head” 
with comfort, becauſe bis ' redemption draweth 
- Near. There is a vaſt difference hetween'a god», W 
””. Iy:man anda wicked, as to their affe4ions, fears; | 
joys, deſires, hope. The godly thinks long for'* 
= that, which the wicked wiſhes withall his heart. 
might"never bez'the' Day of Judgement, The”; 
"0 RN rightcous*? 
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ous man is even. | let wife Ds - 
ovghts of that, the thoughts of which doth put 
bow pupon all the comforts of the ungodly, he | 


af Jt ceth in that which makes his Neighbour to 
| hes we. © As for death, a gracious heart thatharth 
pt is watch,and maintained a ſweet and conſtant 
reſpondency with God, and hath had hisheart 

ven, and can look upon the great Fehovab'as 

gs friend, can't be very much affrighted at bis 
approach: Heis not much appaled, when he looks. 
at the window, and ſees this melſenger making 
tohis houſe ; and when he knocks at his door 
dares lethim in, and can heartily bid him weal- 
/ng he underſtands whence he comes, and what 
Werrand: is, and though he look ſomewhat grimily, 
as long as he comes to condut him: to- his: 

ds houſe, he can difpence with that : hehath 
"more reaſon to ſpeak it than he which did; (Plp- 
ns) Let me make baſte away to my Contry ; there 
my excellent Anceſtors, there dwell my noble Res" 
p there us the conſtant reſidence of my deareſs 
nds, (Tull.) O happy will that day be 'when'f 
Wl come into that (glorious aſſembly, when T ſhalt 

h we better Company than Homer , Orpheus, Socrates; 
to, when J ſhall ſit down with Abraham, Iſaac; & 
itob, in the Palace'of their Friend and mine! 0 
Why day when I ſhall come to ny Fathers houſe, ts 

p general Aſſembly, the Church of the Firſts 


Wn, 10 an wmumerable company of Angels," t@ & 


| % ky the Mediator of thy New-Covenant, andte' 
WSpirirs f juſt Men made perfett, - A mans” ” 
ledge of other things may add to his _— 
{make his miſerijes - greatet : But the mare* 
poet we have of God, the leſs out feats antÞ 

ws wult needs be: and when our wa 5 


- ©. alt # 4-4 ts. 6 ry ROO SS 
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op ag We EY 9 4 INC RI ; 
*— ef: God is*perfect; all our fears and forrow ſh, | 
" X  S." = » 4 ws | | 
*.- - be; for everi/blown. over: 1 can't omit 4 branF 


ſpeech of | that” noble Stoick which, comes-'to-my 
mind; Ar, Epitt. 1. 1.c: 7. (If the atquaintance and 
* favour of. Czfar can krep you (as you are made th 
” believe) from ſome fears ? how much rather to ave 
God. for your Father and Friend ? how' little cauſe 
Wn bave ſuch to be "afraid at any tine of any thing, 
Death it ſelf 3s not evil to a friend of God: be may 
+ fay, come, let iis ga quickly to. our Fathers houſe, our 
= - Father calls us, -+ And doth this ſeem! a ſmall] matter 
= toyou; believeit; when you come to dye, you will 
©. beof another-mind then; you will think: that's a 
_ eardial worth any mony, that will raiſe your ſpirits 
at ſuch a time, and make you with a ſmiling counte- 
"Dance, to. paſſe-jnto an everlaſting ſtare. It '1s.but a 
folly, to expe&'that any thing in the world ſhould 
do this for us but the knowledge of our intereſt in 
God.” -It's poſſible indeed to get ſome ſtupifying 
intoxicating ſtuff, that makes a man to'dye like a 
= beaſt, without any great horror,” the Devils ſhop 
-, will furniſh poor dying Creatures' with enough 
of that ; Nay, he js glad if he; can keep men 
-.  a-leep till death awaken them; but miſerable- is 
© that man who. is beholding to the Devil for his 
- -Cordials ; miſerable is he who hath nothing to 
keep him from a Hell upon Earth, but his own 
ignorance, and the Devils word. I promiſe you, 
"tis none of the joyfulleſt ſpectacles to .an inlight- 
ned Soul, to look upon one that lived wickedly,” 
- anddied peaceably. You would think, that a poot: 
” . man, that is-going to Execution; had little cauſe. 
*. - toſmile, though he ſhould Ride to the Gallows; 
=. upon an eafie going Horſe; or jn'a Coach. The. 
-.owme-is uſually. very ſtill, when the Butcher 1s;/ 
" ONS 5400S ſcraping 
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onlyman hath -juſt cauſe to-fing for joy, when, 


Rf od Won 
WEE 


, $1 


Sticking of him, It's no unuſual thing for 


mee-ints Eternity; but he alone hath'Pſolid- 


.- 


who hath God for his friend. This is the 


18.S0ul is going into/another world. It was none 


of the worlt counſel which he gave, whoſoever 


g away the hair of his Throat in order t6 
ited ſinner, to leap with'a tngg'con- 
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he was who ſaid, that it-doth highly concern us- | 3 


{erioully to think of | terrible things, which We 
muſt. moſt certainly ſee ere long, and to lay in 


luch proviſion as may make vs fit to grapple with 
when they come, O- for that which wit 


us from crying out hereafter ? What ſhall 


@? wois me, I am undone: were it ſo that there 
were ſuch. rare extraction to be made which: 
yould certainly prolong our lives as long as we 
would, and make us always cheerful, what ftti-' 
Wing would their be to get ſuch a receipt? O how' 
would the great ones bring out their bags to pur-- 
Qaſe it at any rare? How willingly would they: 
[Morgage all their Lands, part with their richeſt 
ev to buy it ! & yet how little will they expend 
or that, which if they had, would prove far more 
ectual! O would men and women but un- 
rſtand themſelves, and mind their buſineſs, 
waar ſweet lives might they lead ! what a: calo 


might there . be conſtantly upon their 5pirits | 
ow cheerfully might they live! And how joy- * 


ly might they dye ! Tully faith, that he and ma- 
ZOthers had been gathering - the moſt powerful 


Rerbs that they could find to- cure all fears ;.,/ 


W, faith he, / know nor what 55 the matter. the Hiſ- 


Wer ſtill ftronger than the remedy, And do{tthow - 


txnow, 'O 7lly, what's the matter zayby then L, | 
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arrows, and fuch 


*  - wych fear griefs, h ags Chri 
” Was, acquainted with-for him; he hath unſting'd 


=: corrected; though the Pill be. btiter, yet it's of 
his Friends compoſing , and therefore you may 
take-it without any turning away of. your head, 
-  Shew me-4 man (ſaid old Epittetus). that 1s happy 
A *, truly mn his life, and happy in hys, death, happy in his 
-." health, andin his fekneſ? ; happy when poor, ſcorned, 
tormented and baniſhed ; in a wird, happy in all con- 
ditions. O thatT could but talk with: ſuch 2 man! 
O. that 1 could ſee ſuch a ſpectacle }-Such a one 
= ay. cycs never yet beheld ! Why, I will tell 

»-, thee the reaſon of it, O EpiGterus, It is becauſe 
- thoy- never. faweft a Chriftian, one: that was ac- 
F”  quainted with God; for let me tell'the world, 
=> Through Grace 1 have ſeen ſuch a fight, and do be- 
b  leeve 46 to be the moſt lovely ſight on this ſide Hea- 
ven, - haveſcen, one ſmiling when his Jaws have 
= been falling, and eye-ſtrings breaking ; rejoycing, 
© when, moſt about him were weeping, and accoun- 

fing.it a high act 'of patience to be willing to live ; 
- and how doayou like ſuch a condition ? Is it better 
-.to- he-quiveting, ſhaking, and groaning, or re- 
= -Joycing and prayſing and admiring of free grace, 
-- and ſetting forth the riches of Gods love, and 
-- goodneſs? which of theſe would you chuſe ? I can 


- cauldbe contented as well as Balaamto dye the 
 --death*of the: righteous, and to have their pe 


7% = 


redient was It | 
Chrif®hrought, acquainted with God, nexd'not | 


3 De ; and ſweetned the Grave : all his troubles | 
* are gow but as Phyſick, the Poyſon of them is 


ENCCCCC—_e IH a eo da - 


E: = cally believe that few are ſo bad, but that they - 


bis I you dye joyfull 
Smut live bolily; ger acquaiſicd with» 4 
tt 4} this may be- your ſtate; 1 remett "= 
FTpeaks 'of one Pacyvins, who- when  /- 


Bo better reaſon to ve A of Fam ane : 
Tam dead. But however, what tie ſaid un grounded: Y 
ha wickedly, a Child of God m hg Ar 3-2 Sly and I 
fully ſay; when he is going Þ 
may. with joy and checohuleſs fay, 1. ens 
and through grace, I have kept a faircors 
rſpondency with my God, 'my Friend, whom L 
w-now going to dwell with for ever, Do: not 
thinks therefore that 1 come to take away your 
troforts and joys, when F come to perfwade 
4 to'get acquaintance with God, no fch at 
I would-have you: learn to rejoyce, bane 
woutd "thar that -joy ſhould be | born fr 
boye, that the foundation of it - ſhould be* the 
kowleds of your intereſt in Gods love. Other 
joys may make you have a ſmiling countenance, 
{it they do. not raiſe and fill the Soul; for Ima 
tell way I am far from thinking that every. one 
"tat lavghs, is joyful, and without fears ;1 Giveme' 
pen that knows that God 1s his portivgs. 
eaven his inheritance, that knows witty 
end, and in what a happy ſtate he halt 4 "n- 
( e Death: this, this is the cheerful man. Such 
ne as this is can overlook momentany for- 
WS, he underftands full well that the caſe wilt be 
y altered with him; and the thoyghs of E- 
inal happineſs do ſwallow vp his' tem ral 
ſeries; Tell one of G6ds acquaintance, 'of po», 
Wn P'2 | yearhs, q- 
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I% Tales it nor, 7 long a ke k 
ru Arn eſtate that ,can't;;be 
> K hes. that .none, can take from; him 
ls it_ thieves can't break. thraught-to 
A Bs all a9are things, ; he -knows- 
"+k w. ycarFare over, he muſt part: 
IC . ;\1s Fo m” mans hind, who. ving 
onl1 X ſam- of money; ious Jew- 
r ” faddle, wr — odd. fy 
-1n; is hocket 1, was fet-upon by: Thieves ; whe 
oy y: went to his \-pocket-;' and took. what 
Was cre, and: look't- no further: Now the'man 
taping clear with his main treaſure, is ſo joyful 
gt he takes no notice of what -was ſtoln from 
.: Thus a child of God, if he-loſe his eſtate, 
bis Ulberry, and all his outward injoyments, he 
.counts all theſe but. inconſiderable, as long: as his 
:Soulis-ſafe; his great treaſure is out of their-reach, 
Ihnmim of Torments, Racks, Flames, or what the 
ey of Hell-can invent, he- is not jpnorant of 
s}_ that the more he ſuffers for Chrilts ſake, the 
gp cauſe he hath ro rejoyce, to be. exceeding 
«; for great ſhall be his reward in'Heaven, and 
ile they add to his ſufferings, they/ add to his 
z and, though againſt. their will, while they 
diujure him,. they do. himthe oreate(t kind- 
} ago light affliftion works for him, a far 
pexceeding and eternal weight of glory. As 
2s 1s: torments want that dreadful Epithite, 
rral, he doth not much paſs ; the. thoughts" 
of Gods love-makes mans. hatred inconfiderable; 
'->© how ſweet are. the thoughts of his Friend; 
TR 'when his cnemie$Mfc molt bitter? Blefſed be God, 
D 5s for thoſe intolerable torments, he knows it's 
2 _Zmeyond mans power, and-far from Gods will-t0 
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het 1” vpor 44 and fo Ko he cares.not 

Wl, other tortures are. but a Flea» bite-.t0 © 
Hell, and an enraged Conſcience ;. he 
the World and the. Devil to do their 
- ing confident of this, that as. long 
$ he-is dear to. God, his Soul is our of theig 
LO reaten him With baniſhment; _ he: re» 
w-_ that .he hath: a Friend that. will find 
{ kim/out, and bear him company whereſoeverhe 
Tell him . of - the barbarous  unkindneſs-and 
treachery of | former Friends; hg reads that his 
| op have been worſe handled by their-preteg- 

d Friends ; above all, this-cheers him, to think 
all his Friends will nor ſerve him ſo, he 
one Friend that will never forſake him, ne- 

| 5 unfaithful to him. Now bring a wicked 

upon Earth, that is yvithout his ſorrows, 

dw there is none, no not one; _ there js,nong 
of-them all, but if he were within the” 

thoſe devouring flames, would tremble. Thoſe 
; have wickedneſs enough to dare God, will 
have ..courage .cnough to look him in. the 

, when he ſhall appear in flaming fire, to-ex 

ite vengeance upon the ungodly ; | he that will 

now be troublcd at the doing of wickedneſs; 17 _ | 
be troubled hereafter at the ſuffering. for Fog 

& ſinners ſay what they will, I am fure, they.* 7 
t be long without fears, to behold Chrilt,,* 

| dear Servants coming together in! 5 OY 

des with Millions of mighty Angels to judge JN 
4% 9; 1 am confident it will be ſuch ana. 
WSght as can't chooſe birt cool. their cou-. 
af make the ſtouteſt heart of' them alll 
Fr am ſure that, *as _light as they. make of '** > 
ion, {9 Gods: apbire that 618 "8 
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_ b formidable an enemy as sSin. oth 
:: wicked: man will firſt or laff 
| 3  Magor miſſakib., Fear. on every | fide , 
T ” hall be his'name. But now hefthat doth exceed. 
+ Ingly fear” to offend God, need not exceedingly to 
En fear any thing elſe; and he that fears not God, 
_- hath tquſe cnovy to fear every thing ? O Sirs, it's 
a brave thinpts-be able to take death cheerfully 
By the/hand, and to walk with him joyfully ints 
another” world; and this I fay again, a man ac- 
>" quainted with God may do ; hehath this to com, 
| %, pet-him, death doth more properly give himſiſe, 
, - - than Ike 1 it away from him; and that as ſoon as 
- hes dead his fin ſhall dye too, and his grace live 
4M and-aCt without 'controut; then he ſhall live alife 
-ofzoy, alife of perfect holineſs, ſuch a life as Saints 
and Angels live, ſuch a life as Chriſt lives, the life 
of God, a life without death; an everlaſting life; 
and why then ſhould he be afraid of dying ? As 
- for his old Companion the body, it is gone toreſ'* 
and willere long be awakened, and-riſe from his 
: bed more; vigorous and' fit for thoſe Noble im- 
ments whichit muſt 'be engagedin for ever: 
pul and Body, _ ſhall meet with more com 
; than now they part. vvith pain, vvhen the 
7 Thall be in. another kind of dreſs than' nov 
it vvears, and that alſo ſhall in ſome reſpects be 
> ae tool Agile, Holy, Immortal. This is ſuch 
| | that Fcan call happy, and fo ere long Wi 
ple that now ſcorn an perſecute- him,” calt'bi 
Y . Bleſſed {s he thit in his life ig holy, "and 
fl, Nas maſt Wenrlal nh IT! at his 
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bh," hs i 6 portion : of Wee lf 
this is the ar nie of the Friends of 
| = »} ids FDOTr, I haveeread of a wiſe man, that 
ukc *Tommichd, and be thankful for. every 
, becauſe he vvas ſure a Friend. of His.hi 
WR a vbitient of every thing, vvhoſe *pnder- 
wnding was infinite, and vvhoſe Wiſdome was - 
dafearchable, vvho could and vvould yvork his -; 
own Honour. and his' Friends Comforts out. of e--_* 
wery thing, yea, though ſeemingly, evil; for the 
greater the evil ſeems to be, the greater vvill be the 
Feal kindneſs which makes ſo much good out of it. 

) but I have lately loſt many of my moſt 'neer 
precious Relations? If thou art one of Gods 
Friends, let me tell thee, for thy Comfort, yol -. 

mill meet them at your Friends Houſe,  vyhen you NS 
come thither. It was no unſuitable. Advite- | 
le gave to his Friend Lucili#s, to chear Him 


aſter the loſs of a dear Friend, Let us conſider m 
ar Zucilizs, that vve our ſelves ſhould. be ga 
be in that place, and to enjoy that company, 
which you are ſo ſad that your Friend is gone 
d;-and he that you fay is loſt, is not ſo, , but” 
happy before you. We do not judge vote? of 


Wings. Well then, vyould you knovw vvnat.: A 
man is ? vvould you paſs a true eſtimat® of himm;. 
Wd underſtand his Worth and Value ? Why, 
alider the man vvithouthis Riches, lay afz 
hours, take avvay all his Externals from 
y. farther, lets ſee the man, naked. out o | 
Iy, and how doth the Soul look? 1s i, nou. A 
wtiful, Joyful? Canit EN | 
of > Doth it appear cheerſp 
E. af it's Maker ? Why, fer {olpafhit 
ters ot "much ane-5-7 ody. Frog | 
£4 E+ £24 "0 
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A mar his Be” or at a te pvc he 
| Uyed in. bed of down, or_ in flames.-: Methinks F Sp 
. by this time you ſhould be ready ..to't Eg de 
Religion is an excellent thing, 'that C bh 
Wb ge is deſirable, and: that-no- life is like 
e lifeof a Chriſtian, all: whoſe ſorrows end.in 
3oys', whoſe miſeries makes him 'more happy, 
whoſe ſhame for Chriſt will make for his glory; 
| Ina word, whoſe death brings him intolife. T " 
z: the generation of them that ſeekthee, that ſcekyly 
Face, 0 Facob. | 
. iy 5. Another effect. of acquaintance- with- God, 
A 'T bat "it will make, us more highly .to honour 
nm... Here familiatity is far from breeding con- 
pt. Thoſe thatare itrangers to God fee not 
as worth and Excellency, they honour him. not, 
but -they have the moſt/vile, low, contemptibl 
Kovghts of the infinifely glorious Majeſty, and 
hey” think any thing will ſerve his turn, tiiey 
. make more bold with him than they would do 
b With' a. man | like themſelves, ' they-put | him of 
with the leavings of the world : When they have 
-been feeding their luſts, and ſerving their: plea- 
+>) Tures, and gratiſying the Devil all | the day long, 
3 "then they come between ſleepandawake, and pre- 
= -—tendagreat deal of love'to him, and anger with 
- themſelves for their ſin, whereas God knows, 
they do'put play the hypocrites in all they do, and 
mean nothing that they ſay : .Lip-devotion, knee- 
= Religion God ſhall have, - and. but a little of that 
too, and that pitiful tuff that they preſent wn 
> --With, 'they think God is very auch beholding to 
ut mn for As for the Das. the ak 
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3 4s fon part Rs kh 
"in od admirings of -God z as per 
ring of God, and. worſhipping of : him. in 
oy and in Truth, it-is tharc, which, theyzun- 
Jdeſtand | not ; and. as for them which do, they 

- Taped at them, as if they were guilty of the great- 
| folly. in the world. But now; he which'con- 

tle with God, beholds ſuch a beauty, excel 
Tacy, Majeſty, and glory in him, that it isready- 

; I quite 'to ſwallow up. his ſoul; he ſpeaks much :of 

7 : , but:yet he thinks more z he, wonders thata 
Goc of ſuch infinite oodneſs ſhould beno more 
layed, that. a God © ſuch infinite greatneſs, . ju 

and holineſs ſhould be no. more feared, that 

God of ſuch unſpeakable power ſhould be-np 
ore obeyed; and while he remembers his own, 

contempt of God in former times, and x 
mean thoughts that he hath at preſent «9-H 
"he doth. even ſtand. aſtoniſhed to think: that! 

"Hould. be-on this.fide the ſtate of the-.damngd. 

He that before thought every thing too mughlor- 

God, now thinks nothing enough for himy” |The: 3 
1 nan is ſtrangely changed by his new. acquain= - 
tance, ſo that he. may -not improperly; be,called >? 

a New man, all things are new with him: Va HE 6 
w* or to this new-gueſt, he hath got on new'claa 4 
clad with Righteouſneſs, as with a garment: 
ew food, itis his meat and (drink to do the yyill +7 
F his Father which ,is in Heaven; new” drivis, 7 
Wine on the Lees well refined, he draws all-out: 3 
pf thoſe wells: of Conſolation, - the Promiſes: he 
{new thoughts, . words, and ations God... 7 

6; bles, and all the things. of faith. are; naw: | 
ttances, with him. Now, the threats or-/pri-. "3 
ſe: z. of a God are..not counted ſmall matters s--/ 
I Ro Ne 
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caven,” Hell, "and Eternity. go for the greats 
| beauties, becauſe God ſaith [7 are ſuch." $ 
-. "mc: "that ſomtimes lived yvithout God iti theÞih 
+, World, hadno reſpeat all to his Glory but van 
; lued himſelf and his moſt baſe Luſt, and the Da 
. vil himſelf before God, . doth now refpet Godly 
- Glory in all that he doth, he ventures upon {Wl 
#hing_. deliberately, but vvhat may pleaſe hi 
Religion runs through, all he dothz He eats, 
be drinks, and ſleeps, and cloaths himſelf; he prayes, Þ 
; -, heworks, he recreates himſelf with a deſign fot 
>. God.” The grand projet he fill is carrying on, 
+ asthehonour of God. He will undertake nothing 
& Wnnpertane, before he conſult with, and hath. 
©. eddvice and direttion of his Friend. Whatfo- 
= ever he hath that is worth-any thing, -he ſends it 
=o this Friend, he preſents him with his. fic 
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z-- & vices ies how_to improve all Mercies- 

and" Enjoyments for God, to take hold of all op 

 portin 
eſt of 'them for the promoting that grand De: 
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 agn- which he hath_ on foot, his Honour; He - 

5+. thinks not Wife andChildren, Houſes and Lands, 

+. Body, Soul, 'and all that he can make inthe World,” 
Io good for him, - Whatever Temprations: he+ 
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iers, © Ipdat(oeyet fin ie ys 7vHarſoey! $5 
; of allantry or provveſs he hath done in hi 
08 E: Satans Kingdom, he gives the 
to the Valor, ConduR, and ANTE © 
i his Noble Ally and Friend. - He ſets the 
of the King of Ammon, like Foab upon 
ow” of this King David, He hath fuch a 
teſteem for God, that he thinks nothing vvell 
i but vvhen it is done exactly as he vyouold 
it; he thinks every - thing then beſt, 
he it is done according to Gods Will : And he 
its it no ſmall vveakneſs to be unvvilling that 
t Wiſdom rather than Folly ſhould have the 
naging of all the Aﬀairs of the World. He de- 
ſes to maintain a quick and lively Senſe of the Dj- 
Majeſty upon his Soul, and that he may here © 3 
and ercafter give him, as he hath infinite cauſe, aJ _ 
Honour, Glory, and Praiſe. © © I 
V6: Another effet of this Acquaintance wit FOE 2 
God" is this, It vvould pur abundance of tf X-.0 
our into the Soul; it vvould, as it vvefe, <1 by 
the Wheels, and ſet them. a running.' There” are. 
"Whe in the yvorld that At at ſo high a rate-ag 
| x do, vvhich are moſt acquainted vvith'God; 
J-hovy undefatigable are they . in thejt- Pains” 
with vvhat carneſtneſs and faith do they Pray! "LS 
The ſavy the glorious God, before them, * ad" | 7 
ere talking vvith him; vvith vvhat = "8 
| > 


”, 


triouſneſs apd Delight do they Read, Medi 
g hear the Wagg, and do all that they: 
y knovy in ſo 'meafure vyhat, it is 20 Pte-. ”_ 
ſi their Bodies and Souls'ag a living Sactifice * to) 
bg. ' Chriſt; they underſtand /vvhat: i; --* 
540 be'fervent in Spirit ſerving: the Lon ... 
y vill hot ſerve Goo vitn that vets coſy -- 
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ES: PPT, > P09? NETE dovvn,” and faying a fey 
-- Jormal vyords before God in the evening, repeat. 
mg the Lords Prayer, and the Creed, ; and thelllifer 
= . Ten. Commandments: between fleepirig and wa,hupe 
- King, doing no body any vvrong,. and: the like, ale 
ts not enough toſerve his turn, his conſcience vyillillars 
not be thus put off; but he labours-yvith all his hor 
Might to- ir up his ſoul to/lay hold upon God, 
ke is not content to. go off from his knees vvith his 
out-his. Fathers bleſſing. This is the friend and i 
Acquaintance-of God, this is the brave 1[ralice, 
that ſpiritual Prince that vvill not let God go.-till 
he hath prevailed yvith bimi, He dothinot g0 to 
his yyork, as ifhe cared not vyhether he vvork'd 
E. or no; he is not fick of the ſervice of God, but 
= herejoyceth and vvorks righteouſneſs; his vvork Whit 
39 his" pleaſure, and he goes on merrily vvith his 
© - bufineſs. Thoſe that are intimately acquainted 
>. Vvith God, are not.ſo cold, faint, and: dull in the 
© Tervice of God, as others be. Such a one as knovys 
+. God very vvell, and hath been oft made vvelcome 
by him; vvhy,” he comes vvith a'great deal of 
confidence, and knocks at Gods we and, for 
his part, he will not go avvay, though the door 
+ be not preſently opened ; but he:continues knock- 
-.10g, becaufe he is ſure that his Friend is-yvithin; 
be knovvs that he is never from home,--and that 
he can | never - come unſeafonably, to-him.. - He 
+. comes to Prayer as if he vvere going to ſtorm 
+ Heaven, he gets ſpiritual thiggs by” violence, he 
- comes [to Duty as to fight [4 a Crovvn, he&-18 
:2þ aſhamed to offer the lame and the blind. to God, but 
© he chooſeth for him #he beſt in his flock ; he de- 
& fireg to improve his intereſt in God: to the height, 
= is favourite of Heaven comes frequently ,- the, - 
© R$, DEST AG. Ing 
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at his' Friend will ep. Na ; ling, thas ”; hf ; 
O ter. kindneſs to deny than give; he , 73 
| char his King hath a large POlie: and as 
ge Ee Scart, and he is not willing to ofe ſuch ex- 
; things that are to be had' for the asking 
ve; he i is. not ignorant that ſpiritual-things are 
"the ſeeking "for, and therefore- he will 
k and ſeek earneſtly; he hath tried more than 
ie; and\ he remembersto his joy, that wonder- 
ook are to be had, if we will but take pains 
{them and” prefer our Petitions, or rather get 
ken preferr*d by that great Maſter of Requetts, _ 
Word Jeſus Chriſt , and follow our bufinefs 
We;-"that it cart poſſibly miſcarry let it be 
what -it- will; the comfort in enjoying will a- 
pundantly pay all the charges we can be at m 
king; therefore he layes about him, as one'\ 


is-ingood carnelt; the confidence that he hath: 2 Ws 


the good will of God, it puts. life into all his © 


| tions. A poor Creature that very ao &- 

mp 'aoy communion with God, that js very little 
ot-at all acquainted' with him, is ready: to* 

wh > up with a; few formal complemental- per- 
IWmances, he is weary. of his work before "he: 
ay well-begun'it, he is quickly out of breath 5 
Wnow one that- is, -very well acquainted with. 

Wd; is not ſo ſoon weary of his company z'it- 
{es he may be ſomewhat cold when he ſets. 
pukgby that time he hath gone a few turfis>; 
Chis iend, his: blood grows warm, he- is: 
betimes ſo taken up with God: in duty, that-: 
by ſeatce/' tell when to have done? - ©: he' 
C Ks good bcing there? /O it was a fiveet: 
'' "Theſe are the aftings and Fee of =. 7 

ſores 


of $. not God | Ko Wh 
«thei cli ; they "old be be ribnigy 
6 5 ap nothing. elſe; day;nor joht 
myſteries of Gods lov an Chritt 
reg Pray, Meditate; and be imtnedy 
__ engaged | in the Service of God, - Sureſoms 
is the matter with theſe perfons more 
Ordinary, that their Palate” ſhould-be/ ſo Spiritys 
alized, as that'it is their Food; their "Wine, theit 
Dainties, to be” aCtyally imployed / in' the pre 
adts of Religion. - The more any one/is cy 
with God, the more delight he takes in the Or- Wi 
dinances of God, as one of Gods Children, 
- Gehres the ſincere milk of the word: Before he B: 
Was gen with God, he found. it far other 
-wiſez :then nothing almoſt would ' down wit 
him, the pure word could not be reliſhed, except 
was Adulterated with flouriſhes of humane wit; 
"had very little appetite to: good wholſoms 
Ke ne Food, his ſtomack- was ready to turn at it, & 
+. > ceptit-were ſo cook*t, and fawec't, and ſet oitt, 
© that an underftanding man could ' fearce tell Wh 
+ to make of it! , What do you ſay to this, 
u that- are ſo. faint and''cold, in what you do, 
'» the Service of God? Come a little nearer, 2 
+ better acquainted with God, and you ſhall 
ſuch entertainment - from him , _ that you W 
© ſcarce be able to keep long from his houſe ; he 
-oft-into 'his company, and you thall fgel -your: 
Sout '{trengthned with new Spirits, animated. 
with aftrange life, Heat and Warmth. You will 
| not complain that the Sabbath js the, longeſt diy. 
=. 3n-the week; you will not fay, what a -wearwitſt. 
We as i:? When will the new Moons and. Sabbabs bo 
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TY ake. in. the wat ro; tat day. _—_ To 
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mto-think: it the ſhorteſt | 
Tog! WW: and when *you have, f 
| giligen attendarice upon: God, - you ole 


Worry to-begin/again,. or that you: were to - 


18 Sabbath; that would never have an 
© Tbis 4s-the : condition of one that is very. - 
ately 80qukinted with God ; his nearneſs to 
alter; - makes him to. follow his. work; and 
K0OWS. he- ſhall loſe nothing by it; ſomething. 
Þ Feoming in ever andanon, which wilt more. 
bh quit his coſt ; So. that when God calls," he 
je b#n9, and readily anſwers, Speak. Lord,” For 
a4 beareth, When God hath any meſlage; 
& Service to do, he accounts'it his great - 
-to be Imployed in it, aad ſaith, here 1 
a, ſend me. I believe he thatſpoke. it (Ar. Ep. 
g.) might bea little confident, when he'ſaid; 
6M thou wilt. upon me, O God, Thaua comey 
it, ut ſhall not be my Burden but my Ornament : 
1 am perſwaded one that is acquainted with 
z.can ſay it, and ſay it again-in good: ears - 
& Lord what wilt thou have me:to do? Wilt 
G aye me to preach for thee, to:run;through 
Land Water for thee, to dye forthee, \f0: £0 or 
# Q Lord do but bare me compar fy 
ne frength, and it ſhall be done : I can'da® 
ings through Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth” mes: 
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o his guard, he fights ſtourly, he 
One in. every-thing be demeans' ti 

5 he quits himfelf like a: Souldi 
; ot th which - makes him thus: 


one of Gods Champions, he watches,Yhe- - 
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= A # eee | jafo 6c rae as 7 Ni "nd hem N 
E-: vu (7. $u/Ce wi It was becauſe bes rp [ 
os his Sexggnt, and partaker of "his Kinguon 
"This is t Language of 'a- Heathen'! but h 
{he known vvhat it vvas to live under the moſt live 
ly Fence'of Gods love, to have:had ſuch” intimay 
* zoqverſe with him, ' as ſome Chriſtians have hat 
'-wvhat-yvould he have ſaid ? As for the: Saint tha 
keeps'Eloſe to God, he. keeps: dlofe to'duty ; his 
-wvork is to; ſetve, love, | and praiſe God : Thi 
' is: his buſineſs;,- both by himſelf, - and vvittſi 
others. - | ; 
7. Another - excellent effect of this acquain- 
tance- vvith God, - is, it vvill-make a man Patien® 
under all'the diſpenſations of Gods providence, 
--in- all conditions to be content, in cur | 
poſſeſs his Spirit: - Acquaintance vvith God vill 
make. him be at peace, not to open his mouths 
| gaivſt God, -vvhatſocver he lays upon him, . Wit 
7. vvas it that kept ſuch a calm in Faz/-heart, when 
 » - xhere- vvas ſuch a conſtant ſtorm vvithout him? 
,- Yvas it not: his ſence of his intereſt in Gods love? 
= all the vvorld vvere his .enemies, yet's 
ng/ as Chriſt vvas his Friend, he doth not cate! 
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= though men and devils be. againſt him, yet if God 
ok op for him,” he -paſſeth not nwch upon it: hoop 
| + be-never ſo unjuſt, yet God vill never be 0 
rs his comfort, It's a ſmall matter for. tim 
ha" be judged vvith mans judgment, as long ashe 
fare' that God vvill acquit him ; he knows that 

iltice it ſelf vvill do him no vvrong, infinife goc 

eſs could not, be unkind, and that vvi it (c 
could: vvork glorious effefts out of Wer things, 
;yrhicli the vvorld call evil ; if hedo receive vl a 
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it : it be en Witte, heis ant 
4 Cy ers *at alk: Bl 


on Sort come to: the wort, if te Devils if HER, 
L 'F all "his inſtruments? apor” Earth! ſhouldtom- 
zamſt bim,. as long” as he: is ſure of the love 
Sh and'that none of thewial bin p pluth” him 

Wo the Arms'of the Alniiphty, he is- jor: ver 


"7 "s - concerned ;© Heaven will mike / 


: whatſoever He ſiffers,” it is: iobg' 

4 leafurc 6fa'G64, /it* i nothing to evenli 

by Phings. ! He behieves that'if his' Ea, die 
whiat/he knows, they would es ſpon <&t. 

X do ' a they d6;; rheref6r& he rather P fits 
{than 'is'' angry with. then,” as ſeeiig® fat 


" wy. t$ coming! Ho Yelddm! have you --oþ 

| ens Silas complaining! of their fiir | 
Wow rarely bemoaning their” *candition? © on 
vhat "is ic that makes: theni F6) patient What 


e they to ſweeter ſuch bitter draights HW 
be loves them; and ſo-'lons, they dv" not 'thuch 
thong others hate them, /Mains frowns ean't 


a Soul to 'Hell, nor | his favour” maksv 
j for ever; It is buta lirle® while); k 


# ſhall be whipc@ away from Fir eyes.” "he 
dels, and - faithfulnefs 'of 'G5d-1s, *enough to! 
ke a min! cheerfully to Hold: up his head," 
eh2all: the World is 'againt' Him?" When' the” 
Spiritual Chriſtians do/ complain,” it is mgre* 
kemſelyes, [than 'of their perſecytors :* ©: 
jeviog heart ! O' that 1 ſhould Jove Godin 


, 1'©' that my heart ſhould-be nd more pgs” * 


pith-the grear"things of Eternity ! This igthe” 
Wition : which thoſe- that are "molt Spiritnal” 

ron: Inipriſon:tient, Baniftiment, and a} y 
| "Me - the 
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+ mock aan ws h Gol 
kia er; Core NY 
Ut hi n ppon E 0d 13 i, 
viper anſwers all. 4 
Ws -Another. - glorious | effect of: (Acquaintance | 


idol, -ig ue it will. make all our enjoy- 
ments: doubly Twect,,: He hath what he harh 
Jove;;. he.need not; be afraid of poyſon-in any, of 
joſe Daintics which comes- frem his dearef 
Friends Table ; he may cathis meat with a. joy. 
* © fulheart, and nottrem. le for fear-of the reckon- 
-- ing atlaſt; what he enjoys is. freely given him; 
> is- Diſhes have this brave Sauce, they are ſeg- 
g-with. love; atid* come out of- the: hand of j 

ther, - He that 'js:thegreat Proprietor, hath gi. 
;him_leave-to uſe theſe things and hath pro- 
dc alſo ro.give him better things, than thele, 
ws that this js not his. portion, that this 
bing .to_ what he {ſhall poſſeſs; it is no fall 
-omfort to him; -to nk Ft is ſhall —_ 

want thing-that is necdful for him; or. that 
4 oy wy into- ſome  cxigeticies, ' he hath a 
*that- he can go. to when he-will, and be B&Þ 
heartily. welcome; he hath 4 portion; an eſtate i 

In- another '-Cougry that can never. ..be” ſpent; 
though he live atnever ſo high a rate ; and the 

- more heſpends upon it, the greater it is; he haih 
akey to that ftore-houſe which'can never be emp»: 
tied ; he. hath -an - intereſt in him in whom all. 
fulneſs doth dwell 7 his Friend: is noble; ler him 

" but atk and be ſhall taxve, ſeek, and he 

” knock.and it ſhall be opened unto him, God is: fs free 

that he takes care of all his: creatures z yea, ſo great 

'i 8 Royal Bounty, that is-doth largely proviee 


CM ERR: 
Senemics? and ſhall his friends, his children 
r je? Hath he not done ſo in ancient dayes : 

Shen bis people were in the. wilderneſs he ſent 
Sem their Dyct from hjs own houſe, he fed 
, with-Angels food. But if this ſhovld not 
© be, if he kept them ſhort, that may be done with 
Wercat kindneſs to them as the former: faſting 
y fatren the ſoul more then feaſting doth the 
dy; and this makes all vvelcome. If he have 
rcat deal, he rejoyceth. to think that he' ſhall 
Wwe more-ftill one day ; if he have but a little 
& is ſatished 3 and ſo his condition is? made more 
wmfortable to him,than the greateſt enjoyments of 
he vvitked are tothem, , | 
9. Another  effet of bis .Acquaintance vvith 
God, is, That it vvill make a man vviſe. He 
at before he vvas acquainted vvith God. had not 

e vvit to knovy his Friends from his Foes, by his 
averſe vvith God is made more vviſe than the 

eat Sages and grand Politicians of the vvorld. 

Ion his acquaintance vvith God, he is ſoox ables 

Fknovv right from vvrong, to diſtinguiſh be- 

Ween good and evil. ,; He hath novv the vvifdom 
Wok after the ſalvation of his ſoul, to ſeek the 
Einzdom of Heaven in the firſt place, and not too 
Khuphed and jeered into Hell. He is ſo vviſe, 
mx he doth out-vvit the Devil himſelf ; he doth 
= ſo much. vvifdom by his acquaintance vyith. 

g, that God vvill reveal many of his great ſe-"- 

$ tohim. I knovy one:my ſelf tharvvas little 

went from thoſe. vvhich are commonly called 

Barals, vvhom vvhen the Lord. had vvonderful-' 

Sxrovght- upon, and brought near to. himſelf,, - - 4 

© his. converſe and acquaintance vyith God,, 3 
Fwery natural underſtanding'vvas exceedingly - 3 
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- .andht to.manage worldly affairs. -'But however 
| Ranging to the ſimple. 4 good wnder ft anding 
be. < have they which love the Lord : and the fear of the 
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= Lord us the beginning of Wiſdom: Converſe wih 
>: men of Wiſdom doth nota little improve a man: 
> "but converſe with the wiſe God'it makes a ſtrange 
”.” Altetation indeed, they are made wiſe unto Sal. 
vation: Of. ſuch as theſe David thought-it beſt 
ro make his Privy Council, Theſe are the 
perſons that are the fitteſt to adviſe with-in-buſj. 
nefſeg_ of the greatelt importance in -the- world; 
they have learned the art of managing; the affairs 
 of- greateft ' concernment 'with the greateſt care 
and prudence, I know the ,wiſe world uſually 
Jook upon the perſons of the -verieſt fools þ 
ving.: To converſe with God, to take all poſlible 
Care to make their calling. and clettion ſure, to do 
©. What one canto be happy for ever, goes amongſt 
" them. for a ridiculous thing, and more than needs, 
z But it jg no great matter, they will not be beat 

=> from. their work thus; they ſhould be. fools in- 
deed, if ſuch: things as theſe ſhould make them 
»-.- tyrn their backs upon God ; they will not be jeer'd 
-” out of Heaven, they paſs not upon: mans. cen- 
fures,. He 'is wiſe that God calls ſo, : and he: will 
be-found to be a-fool-which God ſaith is-fo.” As 
For the man; that is acquainted with God,” all his 
*aRions Tpeak him a man of prudence, 'one that, 
hath-a deep} reach with him, he is.2 man; of at 
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g *; excellent foreſight, he ſecs the 10008 EYENE 
&  - a great way off, the ftorm, before jt. riſeth,: and. 


|. * he. hides himſelf, in him are bid the txeaſures. 
Wiſdom, he makes -no fooliſh choice, SY 


£ 


: 4 < ft a4 YL 
. _ " 

'F 4 "i : / . ” 
{, PL I3-Q «* of P , a pry SE . 2% 
1 0 # Ha: 7 oY b * 4 . " » ev -y .-F 17 - 

<- . "  "_- ld - - mT . 

——_ | : wy at Wt: 43 " TE. o Bive + 
Gs Fw a ge4 wh 7 = ” > 4 . * - : FI > Ak, 4 3 % " . | ' T P q 1 V; f |. % 


R ky Pra Ly 4 wy £ 


UMI 


ates vs 4 - 32c Cat RO, 9M S 
SEL AG y Sth meaſure ut EE 
and knovvs vvhere his intere(t } 
 faithfo to it; he makes -no fooliſh bark 
en hie- parts vvith Dung ſor Diamonds, Braſs 
Sor:Gold, Earth for Heaven, Sin for Holineſs: 
preſent ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures for ſure and\everlaſt- 
ns Delights; the Devil for God, Hovv ſay you, 
ve mad Gallants, that look vpon the Saint-as a 
pl, and Religion. as a Ridiculous. thing ? Are 
theſe ſuch fooliſh aRings? is it ſo undiſcreet-a 
choice to prefer Heaven before Hell.? If this. be 
tobe a fool, T vviſh I vvere-more ſuch a- fool;:if 
4bis be. ſo contemptible'a- thing, O' that '1:may 
yet be more vile! Let me ſay further, as greata 
olly- as. it is, there are none of you all, but ere 
vvill vviſh you had been ſuch fools. Afevv 
years vvill make you all of another mind, vvhen: 
ſee. vvhat thoſe that you counted fon!s have 
,.and wvvbat you vvith your vviſdom have loſt; 
then-let's hear you calling \them fools for chuſt 
Chriſt for their portion ; and _ your ſelf vviſe for 
| Ki him, and chuſing of this preſent vvorld'.- 
deyour portion. * Nov, it is their being acquain-* _ 
Hed-yvith God, that hath made them thus vviſez.. 
Ame vvas, that they vvere as very ſoolsas'any in 
th world, till "they fell into Gods company; and- 
Wer ſince that, fhey have acted vvith a great deal 
re prudence : their being much in Gods come" Sr 
by hath much improved them, They may” 
God for all that skill that they-have' at=t 7 
cd to ;' for he it is that teached- them, he'is:. -::: 
Ways at their elbovv to directthem : z vohen-tIey* 2:4 
about to: be cheated, he ovhiſpers- them in.the? ©: 
lets them: underſtand the fraud ;- and-vyhen |. - © 
1 peaks, they lifſen to his counſel, Ir vvas na; 
= Q; oy 


. 1 
., 


” Wiſdom (ſaith he) 5s agreat ſpacious thing, 'it in. 
, Jirnits us both in Divine and Humane things, 
= reatheth 4 man how to demean himſelf in relation th 
- things, bas , preſent, and to come : it informs. hin 
about things that are fading, and things that art. 
laftening:; and by it be knows how to put a'true eſti 

- mate and value on both': this learns on-the differenct 
bermeen Time and Eternity. Thus far Seneca : Bit 
where- is this Wiſdom tobe found ?.'not- in Ar 
ſeole'nor Plato's writings,/ The grand Maximes of 

this Wiſdom were litcle underſtood inthe Peripe-: 
tetick;or Sroick. Schools; Fleſhand Blood, Humane 
Wiſdom 'improv'd to the height, reveal not theſe 
things to us.'./Where then is this Wiſdom to be 
Found? and where-is the place of tz oy 

-., man knows. not the price of it naturally : The 
Depth ſaith; It/is not in me. it can't be got for Sil. 

= -- ver, &c. DeſtruQion and Death ſay, we have heard 
the Fame thereof with our cars. There is talk of 
Wiſdom in Hel}, there they can ſay what reports 
©. were made tothem of the Excellencies of Chriſt, 
and: how- earneſtly they were offered-to be inſtrv- 
-  Qedinthe ways of Wiſdom. But in Hell there is no 
. Wiſdom, though a world of them, which by theit- 
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= wiſdom knew. not God, be there: where then- 
-  19:wiſdom? God- underſtands the way of it, and 
Þ- heteacheth man wiſdom, and thoſe that will) come 
--.  tohim ſubmit'ro-his'inſtrutions, may learn +] the! 


>. Lellon/is ſhort, yet learnt. but by few; he "te v 
+ - brought into; Union, Friendſhip, and: Acquajn-" 


A with God, that is Wifdom ; and to 1 Frog 
_ 67-f 5 v age > FR 
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giquity,/.that is underſtanding; Fob 28: 12549, _* 
RS; -: 44% aan ot of ni ret en 
$20 Another effe& Si. 4c intance/ with-- 7 
Gody-is; It will make: a man rich. As ſoow's 
_j-one- is acquainted: with God; he:is-fetins. > 
diving way. Man at the/firſk had his eſtate in 
own bands, and: he kept up his Frade' fora... 
Sine time; and but for a little times for though 
his Rock- was great, yet meeting /with the Ser- 
pent/\that great Cheater, he wag/miſcrably:over- 
mched, and ſo ſadly impaired in his Spiritual 
fate, that he broke preſently; and'/had not/Je- 
w-Chriſt tept in and bayled bims# and beer his 
ſurety, he: would ſoon have had all this Credi>- 
trg-upon his-back, and have: been laid} up inthat 
dim] priſon; till he ſhould have paid the utmoit, 
lating ; but chrough the kindneſs of Chritt the, 
und Creditor had patience, / and offers to makeup 
tbufineſs, and to compound upon better 'tearms 
than' 'the finner -could: poſſibly expe. Chriſt 
adertakes to heal the infigite breach; to brinj 
Gedand Man acquainted, and to ſet him up'again, 
caſe he will bot accept” of the gracious terns" of 
Weement ;1 and: thus undon man that. was.'bes 
We'in'a beggarly condition, upon his returr-t9- | 
Gd; is ſet"in' a better vvay than ever; God his, - -: 
end. novw-takes ſuch order for him; thathe - 
tbe ſure never to break again'; he- vvill bejhis 7 
Hkeeper,' he vvill haye the oyer-ſight'ofrall, he - © +2 
each him fach an art, that the ſhall'/be: furs 
t&byevery thing that he tradesin';; heiſhall | 
by-his:lofſes, grovy rich by his poverty;-and © - 
kithe (beſt-trade- it may be, vyhen hes forced 
Ehis/Shiop-doors, Þ mear/ in atime: of a vid | - . 
grſetution, Whatſocyer loffeg or: Craffeg. } 1 
W Q4  , "compey 
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"> \ Simpl i | & e: fs liner be vert indo 
\ =a8his Friend hath fo gr t a bank; he-harkbl 
lie-can igo./26- ry omg when 
/.and fetch our: ſupplies for-any cxipencia} 
racpuponr, ard when all-choſe” that 20S <4 fo} 
-@great ſhowin the World, and that-were take Fr 
--for Merchants; that were exceeding well to paſs, 
© -Hhal be prochimediBankrupts, andbe: founn q | 
*worth a Farthing, -and be- carryed*to priſon for 
debt; then herhath mony-in” his purſe,” coya that 
will go currant-intany” Country, In the mean 
-cime; thoughche be thought to-be worth nothing, 
-to drive but 4*pittiful- poor-trade, yer- when'he 
comes to dye, ; and when an exatrinventory's 
taken; of: all :thathe-1s: worth, he is found worth 
thouſands: and no. wonder when hechath ſuchz 
; zPartner, that will be ſure: to ſee that his buſineſ 
thall-be managed to-:the bett-advantaps,: and that 

. he ſhall never be out-.of.purſe; upon wh account, 

; the; man.\car't 'cheofe but thrive,; he- will have 
«frog to':ſhow for his gains, when others 
nothing. : When the rich ones 'of - the world 
-Hallbe-begging/a droop of water;he is at the ſon 
tain.” if we'ſhould take a ſurvey of- that mans 
eftate;! that is acquainted with God, you-mult liſ 
up- your eyes: to thoſe everlaſting Hills; you mult 
2 Jook Eaſt; Weſt, North and Sourth;1-all this is his 
& 3 EI -and, things to come'z' mount up4d 
= the top of Carmel; your ſight is too" ſhort, you 
:  -AFecnotthe. kundredch part of his /inheritance,-all 
. this\is 16thing, he hath a brave eftate-in- another 
ff naar & he is rjch ini Bills and. Bonds, wheahe: 
b> comes to age, he will have no- man'know what 
-- + Falls to him; and whence hath he-all this wealth, 
6 of the not got Mey _—_ it ſince he wancy 
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ited: wv 42: But ih be-be  beie y_ 
dbecatf have- handled, what A 
7e/ fallen! inhere before; :but the "world laugh 4 
I-fpeak- at -this' rate,: and think” that! 1 ann © 
miſtaken; ithe_' godly man - rich! that's 
ange! what; rich-with (ſcarce cloaths to- their 
ck 5 rich; and: fare (o hardly | rich, 'and. poſſeſs 
g'!this is ſtrange wealth. I'grantit is, itis fo, - 5 
their eſtate-is in inviſibles;' it-is 'not he that = 
Tefleth much; but he that wants little; is rich: 7 
» you-..call+/nothing riches, .but Gold and. 
er, and Houſes and; Lands? is Virtue, Grace; 
ineſs no riches? And will you call theſs little 
ſe-he'hath not ſo much trouble and” vexati- 
n-with his effate as ſome have? is Heaven, Gto- 
P: the everlaſting enjoyment of God nothing ? 
the: poſſeſſing that which is more 'wortli than 
thouſand -Worlds, no riches; If to have:all 
things that are good for them; If ro have mire & 
han; their hearts can conceive ; If. to: be**filled, 11. 
with -all Spiritual plenty, © be counted poverty 
&t'me be thus poor, rather than enjoy th&'Re- _ * ; 
zxenue- of all the Princes; and great” Ones -of*the'- 7 
"World. And what dv you think of this," you 2 
aro worth never a penny? Are you deſirous © 
ahave a:great Eſtate ? you that go backward;and 
_— would be ſet in ſuch-a. way, as. that: 
may be ſure never: to break.” \Why thay; 
_ with God, and you can'e\ but Land 
at "& @ #3 2 
f7-/ Another glorious effect of 'acquainteiine; 
Sr that it makes a man. like-God which 
© top. of the Creatures honour.” nyis- 
'alſimilatin ab Devi \ He that+:before! was! 


| wi and like Devil ; by converſion w_— ; 
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He t + before was cruel, fi CY 


adquaintance: with God-. de led; mend cot 

He that jn-his-.natural Rate, was a | wen 

allo. Hh to the Laws of his Maker, when: 

| hos: + aro ſtudied in this poiat;/is the ſtiffeR:Con- 
formiſt, he ſticks clofe to the righteous'Cannony 
of the holy God; and wilnot: dy! his:good will. 
_ " 'tutnto the right; hand, or: to the leſt, He that 
£” / was: fometimis very unlike God; -whem he j iy 
C nigh- unto him, his countenance is chan. 
Þ ped, his features are altered, and-the lineamenity 
- of Gods image appear very. lively-in- his face ; and 

F $03 is more he-is in Gods: company, 'and-the older 

- hegrows, the more he! grows like him.  O how 

4 - darh fach a-one- ſhine! what a Majeſty,” Glory 
and: Beauty is there in his face {the | oftner he 
tomes- to God, the more he is taken with his Ex- 

- cellency; the more. he labours to imitate. him; 
b _ He ftudies-what God is; and-as far as his nature ig 
-” capable: of it inthis life, he defitesto be like him; 
”” WGod be. true and faithful, he dare not be-falſe; 
bur herwill hate the way of lying : - if Godibe free 
and bountiful; be thinks'it very ill becomes. one of * 
/) kis-Children to hide his face: from his own fleſh, 
toſhut up his bowels, to be void-of natural affe- 

- Kon purity be ſo: eminent in God; -heknows”" 
impurity.” would not , be commendable in 

f /In' a word; he defires in every' thing t&- 
himſelf, - as one whoſe higheſt ambition, is" 
I: nt a, andthink as'o0ne that wonld be like” 
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was bravel ſpokenof/himi( Sen. Ep, 37:Y4 


- efpecialſy if we:confider what-the man was;: 
-* tok his riend* that call'd, him:to Heaven's cam 
=: pefroljne s Toiger as much bappiniſre this SY 


_- 


UMI 


w EOS 6 
— Fi 8s, 10.gep" 

I be hke i of th This'is q—rel 

, aSonl;carried to mp or. Hea« 

{-brough down: to- the: Soul, A full and per» 

qa. | fe> fc rmity andlikeneſs ro God-is the very | 

6h Wy: of Glory ; and a partial conformity to him 

th, -is his unſpeakable honour in this life 2 

re men and women better acquainted with 

) ra would ſparkle and ſhine in-their Ges 

tion, ſo that their enemies ſhould be forced 

, that a Saint-is another kind: of Creature 

a ſenſual-ſinner. O why ſtand you then fo 

of from God! come nearer him; and the 

of his glorious Image will refle& from your 

ines! Be'acquainted with him, and you ſhall be like 

lin; keep much in his company by Faith, ſecres 

Payer, and Meditation,and you will be more Holy, 
Divine, and Spiritual. 

22; The ht effect of this acquaintance with 

God, which I ſhall name; is this, it will make: @ 

man+ better, far more Excellerit,jin all: fates, and 

Jiktions; all his Friends will have the betterlife 

vi -him, the whole Family, it may be wherehe 

0 f z will fare the' better for him. If he be a: 

ld, he is more dutiful ro his Parents than *he: 

wa d while he was unacquainted ' with-God?: if he! 

ba Servant, he is more diligent and Faithful: 

uivce, he ſeryes not with eye ſervice, but: 

what ' he doth! with linglencſs of heart, as" 

jt Lord? If he 'be'a Maſter, it makes/hins 

-exemplaty, . and makes him © to- take: care- 

is Houſhold ſhould ſerve the Lord; he had 

his ſervants. ſhould make bold: with him 

; he/ is conecrned-forthe! honour ef God? 

umily, gs muchas his own ; if tie be a Ea: 

ou X ther, 
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wo... rous to SEE 
*'# 4 at et, ©" eſp »'Portion;-as-heisa.N hbour, be 
-- follows-peace with all Epic Ag 
i hath ſeen God. How: ſwes Hears doth b- 
jaintance with God make znan! how ready ſy 
al-divifions! how full of \gacdnels. and chi, 
Yee how .ready to; do unto all, but eſpe. '$ 
+ cially to thoſe that be of. the Houſhold of Faith! 
th bl: /how- compaſſionate, and tender-heatted ! Hoy 
=xeady tro;-provoke others alſo to. love, and good 
wks ſo- that the whole Pariſh lives the Quicy' 
AH ger, all the poor fare the better, all the-Neighbour- hy 
Fe. - ſome way or other is beholding. to him-: Wi 
>- that knows God himſelf, doth what: he: can 
ds epi others acquainted with God- too? -How 
\-Eivcetly doth he-commend the: way of . Wiſdom? 
- with what -:carneſtneſs, and pitty doth he plead 
- with finners, : and: labour. ro- teach tranſgrelſors 
the paths of God, that ſinners may be converted 
untohim ? - How doth he ſet before them the ne- 
cefſity--of a change, the danger of their preſent. 
- fate, and |the excellent qualities of this Friend 
that he would bring them acquainted with; tell, 
ing them; that time-was, that he alſo vvas 90 
. are, and thought his condition..as ſafe as my 
_-their's: but that it pleaſed the Lord by this vue 
- to open-his| eyes, and to; reveaF-to him the ne 
"that he had of-Chriſt, and; to inable him to-acceq 
- of him; and to prize him above the vvhole-yvorld,s 
> Ts: all conditions, and relations, he commen 
IE jon, and-ſhevvs that godlineſs, vvhere (its 
"M _--thie/povver and life of it, is. a brave thing, yan! 
L Hoon ſo great. an alteration in a-man” FE 
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wy aim, wand eubtagd 
of death, the Grave ard" Eternity.: ks 
© Soar himſelf ſo; 'that ftanders: by. 
whe convinced: of the reality of .inviſibley, 
Pehink ſure there+-is ſomething: more that 
ih acquaintance wittGod, which makes 
"= wndaunted; and - with ſ0/ much gallantry 
to * death; ſure their conditions better than 
zor clſc they could -never be ſo-joyful'at. 
*e time, as this 415: Then he tells of the. 7 
$-0f a Chrilt, the benefit: of. a Redeemer ins < 
hour, and - how infinitely - it | is for their 
t/in time to provide for: Eternity ?.if be be | 
Fe | he defires to improve his: health: for 
p to ſerve his Maker with the-ſtrength of:Bo- 
Z and Soul. If he be poor, he. ſhewsa pattern * 
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atience, Meekneſs,” Thankfulneſs; and lets the 

world underſtand that. godlineſs. with-content is 

grea t gain; if he be rich, he deſires to be richan 

iy I'works alſo, and to trade with ſuch: trifles 

Sold and + Silver; for - rich commodities, | as 

Peace. and: Glory :- with [the things of this * 

byla for the things 'of ;another : To lay oper. 

elf Treaſure, which. neither Moth can-cor» 

, nor Thieves break through, and ſteal; and 

Emake to himſelf a Friend of the unrighteons 

immon ;/ to be-a Faithful' ſteward of thoſe Ta- 

Is that 'his great Lord and Maſter hath cots 

ged-to_ his truſt ': he ſhows how great a good - 
to be great and good: too; - This is the 

oa adorn the Goſpel: This is the-Chriſti- 

doth credit-his profeſſion; this; 'tistahe 

mately - acquainted: with God !'O how uſefull 

t men” and-womeh be;in their generations; 

-" but more ini\Gods company'?'Q-what 

a 
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f, "a pris —_ ve? bow: Or 00 pro Ga 
4 < ; that" receive. good by-their he ; Hy 
uirable lives, bleſs God for the day thit's 
 they- were born, and adore that goodtef 
+ ok brought thein near: ſuch and ſuch: a one, 
©  by-whoſe means God hath brought them out of 
> the Vaſſaloge -and Captivity ' of Satan. *and by 
© awhoſc help they have got acquainted wirh'1 
- Friend thatis more worth to'them than a world; 
+ "for' one; that hath God for his Friend, can't but 
-*  fefire: that others alfo ſhould have an intereſt j1 
= hims they know hovvill it wvill go vvith: them that 
2nd rao and this makes ther to do vvhit 
; F + Pai being God and man acquairited 3 
+; wwonld «make thoſe -thar are good betrer, and 
DE ws that: are: bad good ?-if thoſe that he cons 
verſcth; vvith, orſtands related to, vvere enenits,. 
© he fets tliem knovv that « Chriſtian can love if: 
is AAurdy; vhoſe fin he hates. entirely, and; that 4 
I A of God"can pitty'tliem, that have ne pitry: 
< % -ntall for tim 1-might add hovv oft are a great 
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= -miny' vvicked: ones ſpared from remporal judge- 
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"th "ments, for the fakes of the righteous that are 
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11, HEAD OF MOTIVES; 


"the next Head of Motives to enforce' this-F 
-horration, might be taken from the danger of ng 
Fe - being” acquainted vvith God; If you oe] 
3 | ne For 'yvithout God, and be ina ſafe 'condit jo. 
Ef. : ibaa you fill remained a franger to hid he. 

=. buſineſs then! vvere not ſo very \confiderablepiF; 

- $06 could: find any: in Heaven that covldide 0/4 ned 
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fouls; as not [to tell that: which doth infinit 
Wncern their. well-being 2 - for, let me; tell you,” 
will hot ſtand Neuter, he will be either | 
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a, or againſt you; he is the Lord of Ho! 
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"you as God can, I ſhould no 
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{with you to get an intereſt in his.f 
FFould by any means poſhble be eve 


py-1any-. other way, [if without, this Fri 


#6 Heaven, and without big Alljance 


er ruin, I ſhould have had the leſs reaſon:to 


-in Chriſts ſtead, how can 1 with any 
ineſs. and love: te. your ſouls hold my / pe 
ww 'can I ſtand. looking upon. men /and, w 


we fo. much- importunity ;- I might then poly 
we ſpared my ſelf the trouble of ſpeaking tl 

ngs, and you: the. trouble of hearing of them. 
t when 1 fee and know that K is as much PY 
fir dife and ſoul is worth, to ſlight and; undex- 
je the Motions that | am now-a making ; 


a” 8 
Fate about to murder their "oro ſouls, ang 


bear - crying | out: ? How can;I: endure, to..fe 
oor. Creatures running with all the-ſpecd they 
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@to-that diſmal place, from whence there. ig” 


emb2. Would you have; me; ſo cruel -c0. 


_- 


W matters, as" the nature- of them: 
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ks he ftands upon, the brink of. chatk 


& and one ſhove, one. dip, ſends tyrg 


Redemption, - and... not endeavour: £0 . ſtops 
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hangs by. a twined. thread, over- everiall 


& 4a : 24 $ "7 7 : IN LIN 2 '/ C. EM 5 SEE as 
”, liktle blaſt may blow him-off, and: then wheres © 
© the than toall Eternity ? '+4-he fall thence, ther 
__ "js no riſing againy-if he: once-go into that orhgr W 
World; there isnoirecovery of him; if: one woutd 
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"ive « World to bring him back again. I-fay 
again; if' God be not'your 'Friend/ he: will be your BB 
b Wo: and what-do- you*think'of: ſuch -an Fne. BY 
”  -my2 It'is but a word, a took; and they-fall, La F) 
- me tell you, that” except- you ſpeedily "humble 
> your ſelves, you ſkallfind that wedonot-mikethi 
"0 = er greater'than it is :- according to' his feat, 
= fo is his wrath: you may know ſoon-enough 16 
z © yourcoft, what the diſpleaſure !ofw':God is, hoy BY 
> Ureadful his arrows, how ſharp. his ſword. ..Not'B® 
b 4 - a manof them-ſhall ſcape that will not: accept of BF 
©. . peace upon his termes, and: that quickly too, 0 
that will be a fad day, when God ſhall-ſay, / Bring 
"> , them out and ſlay them before *my-fare, *1f : Godbe 
-* Your enemy; ' who / do -you” think: will* be your 
ey end? To which of the Saints'or Angels will you 
"Where will you go for: ſhelrer 'againſt the 
m of” that ferrible one ? what-armour will de: 
” fend you from thedint of his weapons? What'jn 
- theworld can-ſtand that man in any ſtead that 
hath ſich an Adverſary”? eſpecially. when he comes. 
- -.. give his definitive ſentence againſt him for hight 
**Ftcafon; Dives may ſay, 'Father z and;Abraban}” 
of: but what comfort for-all that had'rhe miſe! 
Child' from his holy Father? doth he-not in 
--- / Reatof cooling/his tongue with a drop .of watey/ 
Eby more burningcoals upon it, and if it be poſſible) 
"make the heatof it greater : ſor, remember thay thaw. 
© > © 16s thy tife tire badſt thy good _ Thus : Ab#a- 
© ham by puttjog hint'in' mind what his condition; 
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'n mak : + biw evich he reluedſeatons to fol 
t: is... The memory of former joysunder' 
at Sorrovvs, makes them ſting the more. 
ll then, - if you vyould not hereafter; reflect 
Imith.2a aking heart upon your loſt-Enjoyments, 
link, vvith a ſerious and. thankful. heart of the 
gteſent offers, that you may in Eternity reflect: 
yitt Joy upon your ſhort Sorrovvs in time. + If 
tyvill not be acquainted vvith God, you: ſhall 
ſeated vvith the Devil, and knovy vvhoſe 
pany is beſt by vvoſul experience. If you vvill 
6, believe his Word, you ſhall. feel his Syvord. 
tha | Kindneſs and Goodneſs vvill not melt you, 
povver and juſtice ſhall break you; for;he that- 
ow is ſo patient, vvillere long roar like xzLyon, 
and tear in pieces, and there ſhall be none to-de+,: 
le ; he vvill break: his: tabborn. enemies vyith: 
od of iron, and daſh them in.pieces like apot-: - 
ts veſſel, Thoſe that vvill not knovv his love,.. 3 
Wl knovy ſomething elſe ; I vvill not ſay vvhiatys! 
ini 4s Inexpreſſible. But only this Remember;z\ 
88 ſuch a God that you vvill have to dealvvith,:- 
Wore yvhom the mountains quake, and the hills! 
move out of their places,” before. yvham- thee. 
at _Tyrants, of the yvorld have fallenz and ſhalt 
ſtand? Where are all thoſe Giants ? Where, 
the . inhabitants of the .o1d "World? | What 
tome of Nimrod that mighty hunter, andall/ 
Ellovvs ? Where are all thoſe daring finners, 
Eſcorned to. accept of a Pardon; Mercyzand 
& and wyhich had the Courage to grapple. F: 
Oc nipotency it ſelf? Who- got theixday?)-;; {,- 
W Xx vvorlt of it at laſt? And-art? _ RES 
A, n they? Is thy - poyver greater, 4t0y.: - 27 
$: Seeper. thy (lg more: conſide-; © 7% 
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* Table -than- theirs?" A fly may beitoo hard hy 
God; Becapſe judgment is not ſpeedily executed 
” againſt: thee, thou- thinkeſt therefore -jt may be 
>  itis becauſe God cannot deal: vvith thee, andy 
| on this account thy heart is fully -fet in'thee to dy 
vvickedly.,. but know thou, for all this thatGod 
- _vvillbringthee tojudgement. Conſider this, that 
as fair as/ it ſeems to be now, the vvinds may riſe, 
"the clouds' may 'gather-/of - a ſudden, the Heaveng 
maybe overcaſtiina-moment ; and vvhat will you 
== As then? -yyhen Heaven and Earth ſhall be in 4 
” Fame, then you will be ſcraping acquaintance 
= wwitlrGad, then” you vvillbe glad to be owned 
# him. then. you' vvould - vvillingly- Chriſt ſhobl 
-take-notice of you, 'and ſay, You bleſſed of my Fa- 
> tberz” then you vvill ſtand. at -the door- and 
-: Knock,” and Cry, and' Pray, and Plead, -and fay, 
= Lord, Lord, have I not been oft at thy houſe ? have 
'1 not tat at thy table, and taught in thy name mow 
" ſtreets? And yet. thou ſhalt be diſmiſſed with this 
-: -- ſhorpand: ſharp anſwer, Depart, 1 know you not, 
> - Hout doyou likeſuch an anſweras this'is ? How 
= -- will you take it, when you ſtand begging art the 
dJoor' for one crumb of niercys one: drop of 
Z Ebriſts-blood, to'be ſent away with a bitter ſcorn 
-and! denial, -or dſe-to be anfwered' with filengg 
Whereas you were invited to the feaſt as we 
thoſe that went in, and you would not heat 
>. though- God ſent ow ts after green. to. 
= fetchi/you,, you thought your oxen better com- 
ids ies chan = ju God ooo took more plcaſare 
© > your'dogs, than in the hunting after'thoſe 
© ngbler things. -What do. you think of: ſuch 
tions--as theſe? What  replics- can, you! 
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fethings realities ; ere yy” on roierp ec p. 
will be” dead- and gone, ad if they would help 
you; they cannot z your eftate will be conſumed, 
Sour” houſes will all be' burnt, all your atten- 5 
tunes, except care 'and fear, will ſhortly forſake . 
w; your Gold-and Silver will notere long be © 3 
tth a ruſh; and what will yop-do then? nay, _# 
'gteateſt friends that you had will: become * > 
your Enemirs, Little do you think, as kind as they 
Tem, to be, what your good fellows, the World, 
wid the Devil will do againſt you ; Little do you 
Mink how falſe your friends will prove when 
es to that, that they ſee that all is-going ? 
m they alſo will help forward your- ruine. 
Thoſe that you durlt have truſted your life with, 3 
accuſe you 'and help to caft you, Thoſe ;.. 7 
ich incouraged to Sin,will witneſs againſt you for 727 
WW Your good Fellows, your Confederates/in 
\Wiekedneſs, your dear Friends, 'that you: loved 
more"-than God, 'that you did not ſpare to ven- 
"wr your Life and Soul for. © it will make your 
watt ake to ſee ſuch come in againſt you, which 
Kor thought loved you ſo dearly ' O'to have'a 
Wite, aChild, a Husband, an old Friend to come 
we the Judge, and to make known ſuch things 
du 'hoped had been buried forever; 'It wifl 
we your ears tingle, to hear one crying out; 
fa, if it had not been for him, I had turned 
Erepented ; it's long of him that I amin this. 
ut condition; 1 was reſolved 'many' a time 
:6ft"to- ſeek after another! world, and*topros -- | 
Etor-my Soul, but he would notlet me aloney 
began to be ſerious, ho laughed: and jeer'd - 3 
and would never be at quietrill ke had made = 
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> Alcchouſe to the Tavern, from thence to a Plays ' 
= | houſe, from 'a'Play-houſe to a+ Whore-houſe 3 
©. from thence tothe 'High-way, from thence tothe Þ 
> Gaol, from the Gaol to-the Gallows,” and from 
= © thence I came hither; and I may thank himfor 
all this. O how will men look when they ſee the 
© beſt Friends that they had, come jn- thus: againſt 
w "them! This "tis to truſt to faithleſs Friends; this 
” tis to make light of acquaintance- with God, 
> Your Gold and Silver will be a witneſs againſt 
= . you, and will cat your. fleſh as with 'a canker; 
your Children, Relations Good and Bad , wil 
ſpeak: bitter things againſt you. your' own Fa- 
© mily will curſe you, and ſay, Lord. we never 
= heard any thing of God, except in an Oath from 
-” ;hismouth; we never heard any thing of Religi- 
+ "on except it were in derifion of it in-his Family; 
E- -andithoſe of us thatwere alittle ſerious,” andde- 
garr to think of our Souls, he-would- ſnib and 
> + brow-beat, and never give us a kind look tillwe 
- did ashe did; nay, the Devil who now-:dothſo 
”  muchflatter ſinners, and make them believe that 
© he-is ſo much their Friend, will then ſhew-him- 
= ſelf; he will. then be as cruel as he now ſeems 
kind; he'that now tempts to fin ſo impetuovſly, 
--- Will Hereafter accuſe for fin violently, and tor-; 
ment-for - fin- unmercifully. 'The people of-God 
which: weep over ſinners, and pray for theny 
and wiſh them well with their Souls, will then 


i 


I could, and they corn my. pitty, 
1 not_pity themſelyes, bar 5M e light 
t i Glory vvhich they arg going from, and' of. 
Tell that they are going to; . and now, Q. 
we. art juſt and Righteous, that thou haſt 
Þ joe them This will be the Language of. 
that are your beſt Friends; the pv. of 
hey vvill be your Enemies one day, if you, 
| not now mind the making of your Pe 
ih God; they niuſt and vvill,. be on Gods FIN 
alt all the World; they muſt and vvill, take 
& yvith their, Friend, and clear him vvhen he 
| oy es, and juſtifie him vvhen' he conderans you, 
U=that you that are now ſtrangers to God, 
= Id but conſider of theſe things !. O. that. you 
uld but think vvhat this Battel may be, vvhere 
Combatants are ſo unequal, Stand till O'Sun 
Wales of Ajalom, till the Lord have aven- 
ted Q bim of his Enemies: Muſter your ſelves, O 
J& Stars, and fight in your courſes againlt We 
rable ſinners, that have vvaged a War againl 
gir Maker; plant your mighty Cannons, Tnoor 
wn huge Hailſtones, Arrows of Fire, an] het 
1 underbolts? .O how do the vvounded Fall! 
H many are the ſlain of the Lord, multitudes, 
ſitudes i in the Vally of Deciſion, for the day 
he Lord is terrible. Behold Gods Enemies 
is-by thouſands, behold the garments rouling 
bl ood , here the prancing 'of his terrible. onee, 
mountains are covered _vvith Horſes. and 
wots.of Fire.” Gods Souldiers run from one 
+ to. another , vvith their flaming Swords-in 
Hands, -Arm'd vviththe juſtice of G od, - 
þ Power and Indignation.! O the ” Malta - 
4h / 2 Tagen - 
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> |, favght t th '$/ 1 1 kay lions, "Milli 1s fall, 

They. are not able to Rand; not orie of them & 
# lift vp his hand, .cheir hearts fail them, paleneſs| 
-_ - and trembling hath Seized upon the ftonteſt of 
them all. The bow of the Lord is ſtrong From |' 

>= the Bloodof the Slain, from the Fat of the mighty, 

+- _- the Bow of the Lord turneth not back, the Sword 

- of the Almighty returnes not empty? How da 

the mighty Ones, fall in the midſt- of this bat- 

tel! A Hot. Battel indeed | in ” which none 

ſcape ? Who is he that commeth from Edom with 

dyed Garments from Boſrah ? He that is Glori- 

ous in his Apparel, and ge inthe greatneſs 

of his Strength, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name, 

+ Wherefore art thou red in thy Apparel, and thy 

* Garments like him that treadeth the Wine-fat? | 

+” have troden the Wine-preſs alone, and of the'peo- 

\ ple there was none with me. For I vvill Tread 

=." them in mine Anger, and trample them'in my 

= Fury, and their. Blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my 

+-.. Garments,” and I will flain all my Raimem, for the 

>” day of Venpgeance'is jn my Heart, and the year 

- of my Redecmpriongig.come. AndT will Tread 

-  downthe Peopte*ifizmine Ariger, and make them 

Drunk in my Fury, and I will bring down their 

ſtrength tothe Earth, the hand of the Lord ſhall 

beknown, the power of the mighty Fehov ab ſhall. 

befelt, and his Indignation towards his Enemics, 

For behold he will come with Fire and with Cha-' 

riots like a Whirl-wind, to render his Anger with 

Fury, and his Rebuke with flames of Fire: For 

-by..fire, and by his Sword will he plead vvith al 

Fleſh: And the ſlain of the Lord ſhall be many, 

+  ind/vthe Saints ſhall go forth and Took upon the 

=. = Griſes of the Men, that have” Trangreſſed's- 
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their i 8 This *tis to fight 
#to-deftie the Lord of Hoſt! This ?tjs to refuſe 
Peace that would have been ſo unſpeakably ad- 
ntagious | To ſpeak a little plainer, this 13 a 
kat ſinners are like to get by their ſtanding it 
atagainſt the tenders of Grace and Mercy. 'And>- 
we you ſtill deſirous to Engage in this Dreadful 
War? Will you ſtill bid Defiance tothe Al - 
"mighty, and make nothing 'of ſuch things-as you 
have hegrd of ? Is the loſs of your blood, the Tofs 
your Soul, your 'utter undoing for ever, no 
it matter with you? Well then, go on bold. 
er, Arm thy ſelf Cap-4- pee, gird thy Sword 
pon thy Thigh, get thy Shield and Buckler rea- 
"Wprepare to mect thyGod: Go up,O thou valiant 
Warrior, and lets ſee-thy Valour, behold thy 
Enemy hath taken the Field ; go up, and look thy 
Sod in the face if thou dareſt ; come ſhewthyTelf 
Emark for God, and turn not thy back” like'a 
20\ ard, venture upon the mouth' of the Cannon, 
Api vpon the thick Boſſes of Gods Buckler,” if 
Hong to periſh everlaſtingly. You have heard 
t the War will coſt you, and as you like it 
28, do. And what, do you laugh at all this ? Well 
80, g0 on, but be jt upon your Perril, yaur blood 
Wwupon your own Soul: As for me I could fiot 
& faid much more than I have, to diſwadg you 
vn. this defperate -Enterpfiſe ; | foreſee@whaty © 2 
Y dy will be in, when you are in the heat”of | 1:4 
Bartel, and Idcire to weer in ſecret for tmee.” 2 
3 kR 4 | 


_ He ev 4 « Coorchir 
wilt mc n "be anda. 
{t not Jpeedily alter ti Iy hy be wheeglae © 
Loyns - are filled with-pain.,, Pangs: have tak 
| hold upon mie as the. hows s of a Woman tha 
| Iraxelleth. lam bowed =_ at the thoughts g 
thy Miſery, I am diſmayed at the ſceing of thyſſt 


| Deſtruction. The: finner ventures, for. all this! 
 Heismarched into the Field! Set a Watch-manzh 


' thim declare what he ſeeth. Who meets thalll 


* furious, ,Wretch ?..A Lyon, a Lyon roarcth, he ig 


torn in-pieces, . and none can ſave him, he is gone, ii 


; heisgon! He is gon for ever ! nd vyho may 
the mad. man thank for all this ? Who could. help 
AE would venture though he. was told uy 
2. Well then, ſec what's like to befall the 
emi 6s of God: You hear what is like fo be the 
MW a dition of all then that will not be acquainted 
EF, +, git God:. Firſt, or Laſt, you likwiſe may be. 
= +. hold. vvhat a caſe you your ſelf ſhall be in er 
belong, except you do ſpeedily Repent of your 
and meet your Adverſary in the way, and 
umble-;your. ſclf before the mighty Fehovah; 

= pca-quickly ? What will you do;} Turn, or 
= - Bujn;-: Repent, -or Die. Yct you [do but hear, 
- you do; not feel but thouſands and -millions feel 
Iukathe Diſpleafure of God is, what the bread 
-9Lh is. Covenant is;. and vvhat effets of a Wal 
WE 4 viththe Lord-of_ Hoſts is. O be vviſc by their 
"2 4 oh ls, kt their Detruion be y.our IntruRions 
of take heed vyhat you do, leſt you be the next that 
bp” -— ſhall ;deal vvith as an Enemy: As yet God 
. wooy to: be Friends vvith you ; but vvhether God 
VL 44s much. to; mor:ow as he doth to-day; 
4 \ not know. I tell you: but ſo, it's hard -put- 

i to the v venture, Remember & you had 
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of. ric Wer rant Rags ou, & of , Fi 
ne us ler you know his Will and pleaſtre;: 
y te dewand of. you from him to give vs your 
ſpeedily.” And vvhat, can't. you yer re- 
£7 it ſo difficult a buſineſs to determine what 
poor? O fooliſh People and unwiſe? O 
cable Madneſs! How-juſt muſt their Con- 
mation needs be, vvho'are offered Salvation 
Goſten, andrefuſe it? Who are ſo oft told of 
wnation, and yet run into it ? ina vvord, vvho 
t have God for their Friend, and had rather 
him for their Enemy. 
fi B, The next Head of Afotives, by. vvhich 1 
might inforce this Duty of Acquaintance with 
bd; may be taken from .the Examples of them 
made all the Friends they can to get ac- 
nnted vvith God, Behold a Cloud of Witneſſes, 
which:do- all with one conſent ſpeak high. in the 
« mmendation of this Friend, that I am perſwa« 


( 


wh 


gyou all that I can to be _ uainted with; - Are” 


| you yiſer than all your Neighbours, is the VI ; 
Fant Objection of ſome that vvould take.it'v £ _ 
mouſly, if vve ſhould call them Fools; * pp > 
put them yon a ſerious diligence in purſuit of 'the 
things? Why, let me retort this Obje@ion 
p n theraſelves, are you wiſer than #neeb and 
1? Have you more underſtanding than Abra- 
| Iſaac and Faccb 5 Have you more vvit that” 8 
id? Are you wiſer than Heman, Daniel, ant 3 
n fb of, thoſe brave Worthies, which: were. 
Wonders of thevvorld, the Non-fuches of thejx 4 
b and a Pattern to future Generations? Tow 7 
. he greateſt piece of their Wiſdom it6' walls -- EY 
t h God, this vvas the beſt of their policy Wis FP 
ore tan Allie; this ſpake them to- bs medi 4 
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- © © others, beeauſe they made it their bufinefs toy 

-.. ©. acquainted with, God, and thus to make their: 

terelt as large as Heaven; and. their. peace ar 
proſperity: as ſure as. the Oath of a God could 
. makeit,: Do'you think that all theſe men were 
miſtaken? Did their Wiſdom lie only in a pru, 
- dent »management 'of their , worldly affairs to 
© their beſt Advantage ? vvhat then, did.they mean #5 
ſome of them to leave all:that'they had ſo chear. Bl 
fully upon the command of. God ? Dare you ſay ly 
that they prized the Favour of God at too higha 
rate? As for their parts, they thought they could | 
never value. ſuch a Friend as God too munch, 
= -+ What elſe was the meaning of their 100ging & 
© Panting,. and- breathing. after him? Why elſe 

2 arc they ſo glad. of his Company , his Preſence? 

=, How'leath were they to do any thing that might 

+ bein. the leaſt diſpleaſing to him? What bitrer 

E  Moans did they make, if he did but vvithdraw a. 

= "while, if he did but a little abſent himſelf from 

#- them? How wonderful deſirous were they of en- 

© Joying Gommunion with him? How carneſt-o. 

-.-  Ljve-in his Houſe for ever? Dare you fay that 
=  &hey were all Fools and madmen for refuling the 
- embraces vf this preſent World, for {lighting its 

- _  -Cmalles;;/and. undervaluing its greateſt kindneles, 

* © and chooling that favour of God, though with 
the fcorngiand reproaches of the World, rather 
than to, hazard his anger, whoſe Wrath burns to 
= - the; bottom of Hell. Behold, what a: glorious 
-  Corpany. as theſe ſtand upon Mount Zo with 
”.- Harps :in;th&ir hands, with thoſe. hundred and: 

E -.. forty and. four Thouſand, and the Lamb with'at 
* ingqumctaþle. Multitude of all Nations, re 
. a 4 
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& and” acquaintance -of God, or elſe they 
everhad thoſe Crowns, Robes, and Palitis 
wit Hands. Now, why ſhould not our Souls 
wedear to us 45 theirs was to them? ' Will not 
Maven be as good for us as them? Is it notas 
wedful for us to' get a Friend of God, as them ? 
Will not God do as much for us as them, if we 
ll but do as.they did, Walk with him; The 
Fach of it is, the number of them which are 'fa- 

Wd is but few, in compariſon of the Multitudes 
them which know not God, and go the broad 

Way; yet for-all that , take them abſolutely, 

Wy are abundance ; fo many that the Scripture 
Bah they are innumerable. Do but Read over the 

Aeory of- ſome of their Lives, turn over the ho+ 

Yr: ecords, look ſomtimes into” thoſs Sacred 

honicles, and behol4 how cheerfully they ſef2 

W God, how actively they followed the Lamb. - 
wh reſoever he goes, through thick and thing 2% 

At ir vvhat' their Language is now they are got”... 8 

We fafe, now. Chriſt hath brought "thei to » 3 

Glory; and they are at their Friends Houſe, What >» 22 

iothey talk of ? What is their Diſcourſe about'>- 


Do-they complain vvhat a ſad journey they had © - 4 
3s - : LAY 34 Jet 
Wit through a howling Wilderneſs, after they : 
@ paſſed the Red-Sea, through a thouſand Sor- © = 
vs atid Trials ? Do they ſay, that novv they are E. 
teir journeys end, 'that they are Weng and 


-— 


ſk they had never taken fo long and tedjonsa. 
Ir ney? do they not rather ſpeak the, quite contra- 4 
and that ifit vvere to goagain they would dots... 2 
| far more ſpeed and cheerfulneſs than they did? 
en, Hark, methinks 1 hear them” from' the 

al s of the New Jeruſalem Crying our, Come 
= way 
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* buſineſs pallantly but a little vyhile- longer )*\ 
'  heCity is your- ovvn ; fetch. your Scaling L 
oh ru _— PET emp 6 car no* 
ring though - the 'Devil -play his Artillery upon thaw 
them, any is but povvder, he ſhall print x9w- 
. yopa mortal Wound; refit him/ and /he'vvill ly; 
and the Field is yours ; the Spoil, the Crovyn;Wal 
the Honour vvill pay for your-paines, blood, Wd 
danger, Fall owbraye Souls, fall on z the Valian« We 
ter you be, the more fafe you are, Methinks1 
hear thoſe Noble Saints encouraging of you to- get 
acquaintance,with God, and ſaying to you that ate fil 
yetafar off, come near. Come-avvay poor ſoulg 
 come-avyvay, vvhat do you mean-thus to delays 
\. ©little do you think vvhat a friend we now find 
of God; it vvas but alittle, a very little that ww 
> told us of the, Excellency of Chriſt, and the glo+ 
 , Ties of this place, to vvhat vve-experiencez 
-I4;vvas;no falſe report that vve: heard vvhen vve 
* "vas upon;carth, of the Happineſs of Heaven : 0 
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ere's.a-prize worth the running for; a Kingdom, 
x'Crown' vvorth the fighting for, an'Eſtate vvorth 

the looking after. We haye not-now-our ſtint; 

vve are not dieted vvith thoſe Spiritual Dainties, 

vve have not now and then a ſip, a-draughr, a bit 
in-acorner, but vve are at the Fountain, vve arg 

daily feafted. vvirh infinite Pleaſures, our hearts 

- are full, brim-full, they run over, vve ſwim 

an Ocean of ſpiritual enjoyments ; theſe things'ar@ 
beyond your Capacity now to underſtand. Were 

-.,-_ vue tolive upon carth again,” and did vye know 
E” - What vve do now know, vve ſhould ever pine with, 
our carneft longing for God, the living God, 't0: 
© be in kis immediate preſence, ' and 19, be at "that 
hopes nt | ange- 
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vork of Praifing, Serving:4and Loving 

fever. I n,tetwsencou- - - 

ke ariother, - Come ler #s go. "pt to' tie: bouſe | 
BLod; his dwalling is in Salem, hirpalace 5 
Foe Zion. Why ſhould not vve g0 off as 
mily io the pathes of Wiſdom,  asthe. vvicke&in 
load of Hell ? Hovv do the Devils Champions 

aurage and hearten one another up? How ds . 

By Laugh, Sing and Roar, as if their Life were 
e-only-Life ; for ſhamelet's tell them they lyein 
Wzceeth. Who hath the beſt company, they or 

The” Patriarchs and Prophets, ther Apoſtles 
thouſands of Martyrs are gone Singing before; 
—of our dear Relations, Fathers, Brethren 
Sitters are newly welcomed: by' Chriſt to. his 
ers houſe; and they are bleſſing that Rich © 
thatthath Conducted them to ſuch a-Placeg -*-* 

ich a Friend! We have many Thovwuſands of 23 
Militant that are going along vvith us +2» 

they 'can, and God himſelf- vvill bear .ug**+ 

pany 3 and vvhy do vve yet Linger *O-that wwe” © 2 

re upon the Wing ! O that our Souls were like b 

Chariots of Aminadab! O that" the "Lord 

puld ſtrengthen” poor ſhort-winded: Creatures? 

that vv= could run and not be.vveary,; and'vvalk - .. 

not faint! O that vve- might: have now and... 
© a hearty meal, and that in the ſtrength” of 

Lyvve could travel to the mount of God !'Q 
that acquaintance might - novv be happily _ 
bn, vvyhich may never have an end! O' that +. -* 
wouls viſit vs oft, .and get into our heatts! x 
at: he: that gave- thoſe Worthies' informer © 

s ſo much grace, vvould pour out of the ſame 

t>in-abundance upon our Souls! O: that he 

Kſhed abroad his love in. our Hearts! O.that- 

17% | vve 
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> him-here; till we come-to-a-petfet enjoymie 
- Him in gloty hexcafter! ©O/ that we may' ſee 
v* Aace;,.thy d face. byfaith } O-that -the 
+: 2 Wouldeſt-cauſe':thy. glory to paſs before us! -£ 
» that thy marvellous loving kindneſs might 
made” known to a "company of poor Creature 
us, whoſe: deſire is: to fear thee, who would faj 
love thee with the ſtrength 'of "our Souls! 
bleſſed are. they that love thee; that are beloye 
by-thee ! | 1% 
-- 5, I might alſo inſiſt. upon another Head» of 
Adorives, which is named in the Text, whichy 
« this, Acquairnt now ry ſelf with him, and thou ſha 
- $8 aripeace, Though there be nothing but War 
= -Dn/every ſide, you ſhall have peace. This peace 
>.” ot-God, whatſoever you may think of it, is ut 
+, ſpeakably advantagious ; the benefits that would 
accrue-to a ſoul upon this peace are infitite; t 
: 18a peace that paſſer all underſtanding. When 
-..- We have. this peace concluded, we may drive 
»--> brave Trade without diſturbance for- the richeſt 
Commodities,” If we were thus acquainted with 
Got}; 'we'" ſhall have ſuch/-a peace as: that we 
- _ | may-kavgh. -at the ſhaking of the. ſpear, and 
=”, tot-be much "diſturbed when we. hear-.of 
= greadful - things abroad. in the World. 'He 
-- "that is acquainted with God may ſafely; ven 
.-, are up and down, he hath Gods paſs, a {tr 
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ot Mm war" for his convoy ; he hath. ſuch pow 
--.- -erful allies that he need not fear ; as fong as} i 
—& Bye peace.with God; he is ſure not to be quite over 
--.--- Gmc by man.” He is at peace with himſelf, when 
+. the Air coctives with Drums and Trumpets, and 
- ae roaring of Guns, a muſick that pon 
, ' Wa .0 - 4 ; | | 
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1 r; He may Rill rejoyee, becauſe "h& dt 
bird within, which' ſings: ſweetly; thete - - © 
armony between | his wilt and Gods, a har- 
:berween his heart and Mis mouth. This is 
ach contemptible thing , and if yon khew 
tawounded Spirit, a fire inthe boſom is, you 
dd fay-fo. This peace that ſuch a one hath, 
x el}- grounded peace; not ſych a one as'is 
Itupon ignorance, and hardneſs of heart ;- but 
kg peace as reſults from the ſence of the” par= 
jof Sin, and Reconcihiation/”with God, through 
blood of Chriſt ; that blood + of Chrift hath 
ſhed/his conſcience from dead works. Sins he 
and hath; but ſonge of them he ſces-lying 
Hike the Egyptians upon the ſhore, others 
ing for life, with a deaths wound opon'them 
though he have enemies fill living, yet*thi 
Yuch"as ſhall neyer have the -abſolute'domini- F. 
r him; As long as the great quarrel 'be- 3 
wen him and God is at an end, all is wire —_ 
Woh, the Law hath nothing againit him; alf --.# 
accuſers are filenced ; Chriſt. hath  fulfifle& - 23 
Matisfied the Law for him; The great Crea-+* "3 
hath given a-full and general acquittance, all | 
$ arc diſcharged for him, and" -therefore'the w— 
E hath little reaſon to trouble” his | head © 8 
© with cares and fears; now he. may, go.up../.- 
down any where, and nat fear the Serjeanr; Rk 
ble furcty hath paid that vaſt' debr, he hath. 
mown the 'ten thouſand "Talents 'upon the. bs. 
*Þ that the nian is at peace with God ; he ig. 13 
zEpeace with all the Creatures ih the world; - 
Fine glorious Angels that are in Heaven, "to: 
jeaneft' inſet or plant; they are” ſo far. from 
*him any real fiarm; that they all-/are* Sets 25 
pF | vanes. >; 
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4 Ke ieir Enemies ;: and -thoſe. of the 
-are mortal are ready to lay down their hi 

for one that ſtands thus related to God. Y 
yvhen any enters into Covenant. vvith God, 'God 
alſo makes a Covenant: for them vvith the bealty 
of the field. Great peace have they that love Gods 
lavy, and nothing ſhall offend them ; ſuch a ong 
is at peace vvith Death and the Grave, -Wereal 
of ſome profane Monſters that made a Covenant 
vvith Death, & vvexe at an Agreement vvith Hell; 
but this Covenant vvill ſoon be brgken, becauſe 
he that hath the keys of Death ahd - Hell, the 
power of Life and Death, neyer {ubſcribed to the 
Articles .of their Agreement. But novv the godly 
man hath a Friend that hath made a Covenant 
for-him, a firm Covenant vvith Death, and Hell, 
; WF fo: that none of them ſhall ever do hicg the leaſt 
— - yneong. As. for Death, Chriſt hath tookoutit's 
7h : as for the Grave, Chriſt hath ſpiced, and 
»: ſon'd- it, it's Power is maſter'd, it's Terrible- 
Ee: > 3 is taken away ! [t's novv no priſon, Chriſt 
> hath opened the doors of-it, and novv it is butg 
= Chamber, of repoſe, a bed to relt in; and he' that: 
> hath already, Opened this Door , vvheh it vvas, 
* Bolted, Barr'd, and Double-locked, can and vvill 
exe "Jong Open it again; and. awaken / his from 

heir ſleep; and _is this Inconſiderable? Is not; 
Wl - 'a:peace as this is, deſircable ? Who thats 
"$G "I inhjs-vvits, vvould not be glad to. be-in fo} 
= cure, a Condition as this peace vvill ppt him in} 
"8 nd vvho- are like to have the benefit. of this 
We S oxeþ; Fe Frags Friends of God ! O- therefore if 
a "Y otra ur ovvn peace; if you nya 
"IT m ſtorms rho & FE Hoare ye 
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d'Eart wm; ey wt a6 'If.y Rn” 

| th. unſtung, -and th hs ox 
ot aapor not” a Priſon, why / then, x x 
_ ec with God, - and-? you ſhall on 
= next head of Motives, T: 

= theſe words; - Thereby | good 

you, Acquaint "og! ſelf - with him.,... 

e, and. thereby good ſhall come unto Jo 
1 | ſha here. be-but brief Think of what you 
Linat 15 Hoop fqr. you,.. and if you are.ac+ 

Go 


tinted -wi d, you ſhall have it. for; as 


or that which is far better than' that whi 
iGelire :+For the Lord God,i6.'a Sun, and. Fo 
d, he will give Grace and Glory, & ng g 
pri he with-hold from thee which., w 
ly.z'that is, from thoſe that are..aontiainy 
ith him. All his-ways are mexty- and; trath; 


, as be: in covenant. with him-;; and 'all | 
ik; together for good, to them that love iok "i 
ge: thy delires as wide ag the. Heavens,.res, - 
| what you will, ask never ſo much, and/You-.5' 
thave it; And what would you have more? Te 5 ; 
Ing good of profit that you defige;,. What: 
er-gain- than Godlineſs ? -Who,.can L oy 
rds to his-Servants-as God 2. Who will.p 
ter Portions... to his Children than. this bevy 
P Who is like: to thrive better 'than he, .' LO Sk . 
ey - vaſt ftock, ſuch a great., JFevdep very oe; 
great-:returnsz and: above..a WV? 0 
: x © that / thoſe that NS LY oY SE 
that cry out, what advant 
e "if l ſerve God? and. what'p 
X uajnted with him ? £4 heh 5g 
Eq WS; ; 
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jg ſhe +, 
Gy ARR T a9 na! an. ry "1 A 
"WS Socald's elife#io mo of thenthas th Wy: B 
7 the vyould'b ut try vyhat aporienr tear Reli 
E of in ts per r.is'? - The ko ney Frere ba 
IE; Iked the Exchange, -if they be nor 
Dr vvith God,, and have not Chriſt ſor thei 
| | wh are. but Pedlars to -the'Saitits. 'One rhat 
&, ' "is acquainted with God, gets*more in one Hou, 
= in cne Prayer, 'at' one Setnion, in-one Meditgh 
© tion, -than all the Rich Men'of 'the Worldar 
- Worth, pur all- their. Eltates together: One'rs 
- "ceives' his Peace, the other his Pounds ; the ong 
; hath. by way of Return, a Crow deat; of trouble 
Tome Lumber, / the other his Box of precious 
Peatls, and a Je\vel of an infinite Value. ON 
the laborious Woulding think whit 
- and ſmall Gains. his are, when he'gets'm6 
{what-this Spiritual Merchant gets; he voult 
__ vvyhat he gets ſometimes in one. Morning” 


%* > 


= A "all the Riches of both the Indies, 'He Fra 
| A \ Fvueh Commodities vvhich vvillnot ſuffer Dam 
* "upon rhe Sea: His Veſſel is light f wp iron 
6 * © £0 r of if never made a © 
o _ ns Wares arc unvaluable; and Ooogk +: Shif] 
LAog 


w- 


TE Worm adreadful Storm, 'though- ſometimes: 
3 -the. be 'becalm'd, though it be long before ſhe 3 ' 
K 5 yet as long as ſhe hath fuch Provili 
© Within, ſuch a Pilot, ſuch Anchors, ſhe can't-mif+ 
"eatry ;: the will come into the Harbout Richly La; 
bE” key. The World- vvill not bdlieve this ; but T am" 
Tie there is never a Man breathing, but will foonet 
; That no Gain is like the Gairof Chriſt and/ 
Glo . One Return from Heaven; one Anfwer of 
+ Pra e one Smile from God, one Look-of Love, 
"the of one Yaheyy: the Death of one Sin, + ry 


"i#'> greater Metcy Cor af | 
vvot le noch Yn end. 
_ inveſted v is the Honvurs, 
{tc hora al the Riches. than to en- 
pone Pleaſures that the vvhole World can 
But O wete mens eyes opened, vvere neu 
ight of thoſe devouring. Flamts,” then 
believe,: that a Chriſt vvere yvorththe 
| © Grace a Pearl that cannot be over-valued, 
hs 2t'no-Trade vvas comparable to a* Spi- 
{ Merchant, no- Art like that, by vvhichone - = 
«turn every thing into'Gold, But if it he” the 228 
| of pleaſure you look more after ; 3 can there 
er eter pleaſures than thoſe vvhich* arE-in "g \ 250 
nice of God ?'Can there be any greaterplea- 
k-than to rejoyce in God,” and to be made 3 
tome by him, than' to drink” Flagons,' if. that ' 
atLiquor, vyhich is better than vvine ; Can + 
Wohe better Mofick, tharfto hear ſo many Mit---*3 
-of ſyvcet Vorces-t ind Aajahe os 
's a 'Confort! Thete's e indeed '*., = 
defire that- other good; the. good of Hoy 
we accompliſhment, etfeQion of- 
ir by of Soul ;*voherevvithalr Lo young. _ 
ſe his vyays,;. bot by taking hee em ; 7Y 
5: to Sp "Well then, lay-all 54 5, 
þ wes together, and let's ſee whether they'wi 
whit prevail. If the-nature, of the' perſon-- 
*whom' I would fain_ have you acquainted, 
«theſe adthirable qualities that, are in himf(if ©- 
) fo call them) may fſignifie any thing z if, all” '*- 
joys effects of. ac mane, =Y - s- 
h ati thing: with you,” one would t y.. 34 
Tu d you Prout c ". reſolved, A the. <= 
3 FS et” 
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E ine then be Seb ? If all this will not moy 


You what can we ſay more?. If we could 


uy Heaven. ayd the Glories of another World 
d'we let you, ſee the Face of Chriſt, coul 
» ye any. vvay in the vvorld reach your: Hearty 

| "perſwade' you by .any. means,to mind. the 
nps of Eternal peace, vve..vvould. doit vvith 
bur Hearts... If we were ſure; to.get 1998 with 

£, and to Pang, yau Acquaiated., with 

uld vvillingly come begging. on our. bare hs 
, and y- Too you. to be recanciled to of 
-ſee- that diſmal day a SG and, are price 

| Fw Hi yyhat a fad taking you vvill 

the caſe! will "ou be altered wi 

Door be perſwaded-to be reox 

vyhat a-vvoful condition wil 
'be in, vyhich have heard or read theſe Ser- 
ms; and-yet for. all that,  vyould not mind the 
kms after " 1uaintance. vvith God ! How, will 
Wi they had never. been: born, or that 
had their" being 'in ſome of the. dark ſavage 
-"earners'of the'World, vvtiere they might never 
-- Have heard of the Doctrine of Reconciliation,” be: 
©. 3p Acquaintedwvith God; and Union vvith Chritt 
ace yvith | their Offended Maker, rather thay 
oof heard of \theſe things to make light of | 

O/ to hear of ſuch a Friend, and to have 


an ad : to hear of Peace, and to chooſe 
at 5; 
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# It-vvould have. been far better for: 

Is had never known the. vvays. of _ 

ter they had known. them; to g0-. 

E vvays of Folly. O that, mien and vyomen, 

ſuch' ferious thoughts of theſe things as, 

vill have ere long! O that they yvould but; 

b ' Heaven, and Hell , and Eternity to be, 

'F ealities as ſhortly they vvill! O that-m 

ts vvere but affected with things, as ey wi 
jphen their Souls are juſt a going, or ah 

Ey are in another World! Bar O the my. 

> condition_of the World! O the .lamens» 


b 


| Rate of Profeſſors, that make no more of the. 


.or diſpleaſure of God ! Nay, may not; 


| jO the Folly of the Children of- God them; , 


that are no more in Gods Cotnpany,, 

now*they may be ſo'vyelcome, vvhes 

þ caſted ſo oft" of his kindneſs; vyhen, 

r E made: ſo" much of thefaft, time that'4 
him a, Viſit. Are not men in_adeep Ne 
y do not hear ?* Are. they not blind, that, - * 
Go-not/ ſee? Are they tot Ignorant, Foo,” 
and Mad, that they do not underſtand} theix, 
eſt any better ?, It is not without good reaſon,, - 
the Spirir of God doth fo oft cry out upon.” 
Mor their Folly ; the Scripture ſaith -not in. 
| j Thet there is none that hath underſtanding, no.” 
- No vvonder that they which haye but. half. 


+, ſee men like Trees ; that thoſe which never; 


| arches vvork, do nat prize Chriſt. - Qbut;- 


: fe; vvhich have been brooght' Nigh by,” - 


b, vvbo were ſometimes afar off; that ſuch, 
Ic beſs much ftrangers; for thoſe that have. 
Wit Hh fuch kind Entertainment at his houſe, for. 
io: | S3 theſe. 


OD 
FOOTY.” | 


| nin deſpiſe him? How .yvill the Dal 
fult? _O how- do the Hearts of your-f 
| low Chriſtians ae, -.to we how Annge yo 
=. = Carviage is? How do. tney tremble. to. t 
oP 3 if that fine Houſe' be Built vpon the 
| F "x ?-- Chriſtians, you vvhich ſeldom-or coms 
gens Viſit . God , bethink 'your._ ſelves 
yyal. what you do, yvhen you began to be cald 
your Aﬀections. to , this Friend 3 remember 
m_"whence',you are fallen, and repens 
-and do your firlt Works; remember yvhat £ 
".. rertainment you have. ſometimes had at 
"Houſe; forget not. all his Kingnefles; - of 
__-the,/ Creatures 3 inthe: World, you have no cauſe 
_ to carry your. ſelyes. ſo. towards” God. . I t 
you. again, the World ſtands. by ,.and lool 
On, to ſee vyhat there'is in you-more than. i 
Res they mark your lives more. than yoll 
—_p aware of,: it may-be:.. Wherefore look 
ur. ſelves, -take heed how. you carry your! 
os before them. 0 vvhy ſhould they ſee. 
ir faces pale, vvhen you may feed ſo h al 
ty O ſhew them by your. Countenance, tha 
; you feed upon; vvholeſome Food ! © -ler/your 
\ Breath ſmell ſweet, | let-your Diſcourſe 5 0 
ED of. the things of _ God !... Labo 
©; Ma ain, a Wort, conſtant , uninterroitt 


95 


c 


| | og 1+ uri you ole iy 
4g feidoms to --this Erica. | appeal 
* ow1i-Expetience';- _ vvas not, that diſh 
ext laſt at his Table ſweet? Ant what do 
& thipk” that - God - doth'' not; ſtill” keep /48 
a Houſe as he did? - Do' you believe 
| - hath: ſpent all-his:beft-Wines? Can-that 
ſtain ever be emptied? Is' there not Bread 
op Chegr: enoughrin ' your” Fithers houſe? 
it, God hath other kind of Enteftain- 
Richer Chear, better Fare ftill to makÞ- 
[welcome with, if you would not be+f6- 
j*if you would but come ofteger: t6- 
As for Chriftians, -methinks 1 need 'not-- 
ko. many: vvords: to -perſwade you , "mes 
you that: knovy -hovy ſweet his: com>+? | 
Wis, ſhould defire. to be never put of-it; '. 5 
witjans, I tell you plainly, if you ever ex+_ 3 
+ true peace in your Life, and-true- joy -and .: 
fort at Death, it's your only -way to keep 
to God, viſit him oft by ſecret Prayer 
other kind of 'Duties, and the you ſhall 
pond anon' meet vvith- that vvhich wilt 
your greateſt diligence , . and: abun=: 
take amends for” your pains, "Knock 
$-door,  ask for him, and reſolve'to-ſtay: + 
comes; though he/ come not” at the firſt» 3 
k or third knocking, yet'T am fure __ _ 
Hin, and wilt come at” laſt,” if | you with. 
ir; and when you have once. again- : i 
© let him. not-go, | but tell him ORE 6 ..- 
7 you can't'bear his abſence, he thall> "5 
God: and Friend living and dying, death.” $2 n 
all pot part you. Ne alſo and tel]: your.) => 
| Go 3% 


ER Dk, bens fared” his whe = 70 
- a met vvith par 
yourcan too, to:come out and ſce him, 
" hes to taſte and fee how good the Lord 4 16:4 or 
'mend bim all you-can to your poor rus | 
Friends; *- But you are not the perſons that 1; 
tended to ſpeak-to, only. thus a little by the by 
that. I may a little vvarm my own heart and your 
"in. this great- duty” of maintaining an- intim: 
yore converſe and acquaintance vvith God, By 
' - my buſineſs is-to go-out into the High-ways an 
*J - jo. invite poor vvandring ſtrang 
b | Helgs w nothing to live upon themſelves, and 
- that do not know. vvhat a noble open-houſe Gol 
APs, that never taſted of his kindneſs in Chril 
- to:come to. this Royal Feaſt, and-to Eat their fil 
of ſuch food as they can never eat too much of 
never be ſurfeited with, Unto you, O men, 1 
avd my voice is unto the ſons of -men, O. ye' ſumpl 
ones, underfland: wiſdom, and- ye fools, he yes 
a underſtanding heart, Prov. 8:4, 5. HearO 
e deaf, and ſee O'blind : let the dead hear the voice 
a God, and "to Then heat | vvhat 1 have been 


| pig 'of .: I have almoſt done my meſſage, cc 
der yycll of theie things, as you tender the dif- 
pleaſute of God, as you value- your Souls, be ſe- 
_riousz- remember vvhat it is, that L have been dil- 
- coutfing. to: you about ;-Read: it-over. again, and 
© ſtudy. on it; Read and Pray,” Pray and Read, 
F, 3 and-torn:this. exhortation into Prayer; toke vvith 


So 


you Words,-and ſay : '- © that this might: be the 
+, Sermoy that ;might- bring . nie acquainted, /yvitly 
- God! © that this might -be the. mart that niight' 
” bring 'me to ſome knowleds of Chriſt !+ ©.'that 
I 'P this might be the happy day YYreral: a Matctt 
7 To WTFy ; | war's 
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be elite betnoes wp eel fn | 
ws Jeſus! But -alafs, alaſs, 'vvhere” grerhl | 
jets that are thus ſmitten? Where —_—_ 
ware any vvhit takenVvith Mis infinite' Beaury'? 
"few. have any real love or -go6d-will for - -* 
friſt O vvho hath believed our Report, an 
yyhom'is the Arm of the Lord revealed ? Though © 
id many hundreds more," have been pleading 
us vvith Sinners; though ſome of their Em- 
ſadors of Peace vveep bitterly, that their be 
is no-more kindly entertained, though theit- 
jblick Preaching be followed vvizh private Pray- 
and fecret Groans; though they expoſtulatethe 
vvith poor refractory Creatures, vvith all the 
arneftneſs that they can for-their Lives, - though , 
ve-uſe the moſt powerful Arguments that: vve 
an, and deliver them vvith all: the Vehe ; 
riouſneſs and Compaſſion that vve can for our. 
z'Yet how are the greatelt part of our hear- 
Wconcerned 2 Is not agreatpart of our-Ay- 
ry as ſtupid and ſenſeleſs asthe very Srones 
ey -tread on? The. more is 'our ſorrow; 'vve! | +; 
ar/as to the moſt of them that hear/us, vuhat'. 7 
ſe ſpeak, is loſt. It may be they may be alittle 
eted juſt at the hearing, or for an hour'or tvuy's 
it O- that theſe Truths might have a lively, and' 
ding impreſſion 'on. -mens hearts! TI fear, Of 
at they vvere cauſelsſs Fears! [fear that moſt-._ - 
you that! have heard of theſe things vvilt 'g6*_ 
kay, and-quickly forget vvhat vveighty things) - 
b have heard; perhaps ſome" of you may | 
man_vvas very carneſt, and fome' of his Exc i 
Wons. vvere piercing; ' O' Friends, I hope iis! 
Fyar commiendation that | defixe? ©: [that 
ay Tri «'fingle hcart, A AE Glory 1 
_— | wy 7 


£ "$06 —— ary may Lur-l imonage my reat 
; Sis this ſucceſsfully; and ſee you acquainted 
with God, before] leave you for ever, hope? 
- Ghould: be contented/to bo trod in the dirt, 0 
that-my. heart.may not. deceive me! Othat my 
compaihon-to your Souls, were greater, a thous 
ſand times greater! O that could never ſpeak 
' to. you of ſuch things as theſe without tears, -f 
- mult again, and. again, profeſs I am aſhamed of 
- my: heart; that it is no more ſenſible of theſe 
Tre affairs! But O Mighty and Glorjony 
if thou pleaſeſt, thou canſt out of the mouth 
of a Babe and Suckling, ordain ſtrength! O that 
thou. wouldeſt make the worm Facob. to. threſh 
Mountains! O: that thou wouldeſt make uſe of 
the; moſt unworthy and. weakeſt inſtrument, in 
-*that honourable Service of bringing home ſome” 
Sonls to. thy ſelf. - O'if but any-one- Soul, if but: 
- ene Soul that was cftranged from God, might by - 
\ theſe lines be brought :acquainted: with bim, if T 
- "might prevail with any other ſtnbborn Enemy 
- to:lay down his wveapons, and: be Friends with 
«him, £ ſhould think - my / pains - well beſtowed; 
(if. that will niake- you to regard it ever + 
"whe more): this work hath ''coſt me many "an 
< hours ftady,/ and it hath been interrupted with 
5 many Bodily Diſtempers, Groans and Sorrows, 
EE. Fears and Siohs. 'Yetif after allmy'travel, 1 may 
© hear of any. Children; born of God ;. if 1 may 
_ macet. but. one Sonl the better for it, by i it brought 
Foy I ſhall- have -abngdant cauſe-to' bleſs 
-God, and to rejoyce that my.labour harb /not 
L= in-vain in} the: Lord. But if 1-might have 
RES oh | Poly” 
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ORE. IE, 4 
jeſs,” and rich'Grace! ; O-my-dear Friends! £ 
gcious and: immortal Souls ! :What ſhalt I-fay 2 
20? What: ſhall I do for'you ? | © did' you 
knovy hovy hardly I fetch my;Breath-at+this 

g, did you. but. ſec yvhata crazy Creature he'is 
yvrites to/ you; did'you but knovy: hovy faint 

thath been ſometimes in ſpeaking to-you, -you 
guld- go nigh to pitty him.  O pitty /your 

s! --O pitty your: ovvn_ Souls, that ere lon 

j& be turned naked out of your Bodies, 1 

-the Expoſtulations of. a dying man--that 

buld gladly Live vvith you in everlaſting Glory 

meet you all among the Friends of the ' - 
fegroom, -that I may ſee you among the Sons'- ; -& 
God; in your great meeting, when the Father * -2 
WW: ſend his Servants the Angels ta" fetch all 
Children home to his own Houſe: O'pitty 
wriSouls, andlet not all my pains be loft, tram- 
knot under your: Feet the blood of the Cowes "I 
iſ neither count it a common thing ::- Remens © 7 
that the ſlighting -of Chriſt is a dangeroug 
3 the loſs of his Favour, and the loſs,ob youy*-_ 
ul,- muſt gotogether !-O how ſhall leave yout ©." 
bw: ſhall 1 part with you; ſhall I go before-my: © 23 
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wk is done? What ſhall l ſay more? What-ar-  *=% 
ments ſhal} 1 further-make uſe of? O that 3 
ew- vvhat to ſay, that I might prevail | Andare. 7 
w Rill reſolved to- put. me off vvith frivolous 

wſcs ? *Can you put off your Conſciences thus? 

| "ir ſtill contented to- be Aliens and-Stran®- __ 
{Tf you are, know this, that I muſt Teave;-- 7 
e- Lines to bear Witneſs againſt you; .Re- 7 
mer tifggitthat you- vvere told of theſe things 
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| : Thoſe that. can forget Sermons: © | 


4 A L. F488 L "rea Os If 
- not the eva pg liſco! ſe. you wilt cm 
= NN Eras © will. be «ci 
E Section: vvhen another day-you ſhall ſay to yt 
; own Soul, at, ſuch a time, : fuch a one teeny 
me. in Chriſts ſtead. to. be reconciled to God, ar 
- Lyvould not-: Curſed man that I vvas! 'I made 
nothing - of all the offers of ,Grace and Metcy, Þ 
made tittle /accqunt of : theſe \intollerable Tors 
ments: vvhich ow make me to gnafh my Teeth 
Hear, -Q'unhappy:Creature; that are yet alive, Be 
not ye/pait hope ! ! O-that thou mayelt ſee thy fall 
before -it-be quite paſt remedy! | © 
me take” yp a Lamentation for thee; as, one whoſs 
ndition-1s beyond Ex p r0u89 Deplorable! 0; 
fx could ſpeak as affectionately'to you as-one? 
lately, vvho ſpent his ſtrength -agd life 4 
you all, viz, That I can neithet cat- not 
©, nor ſleep quietly, whilſt I think-of the, 
x. that precious Souls run-every 'momer 
thile e they are unacquainted vvith God! O chal 
ne.cyes. vvere: Waters, and my Head a Founs? 
Tears;'that I might vveep day and 'night! 
oor. Chrift-lefs Creatures, that laugh and': 
WT; i i as:if' no danger vverenear them," 
-vyhercas that: diſmal.” Day - approaches apace;” 
"vherein \they muſt bid an everlaſting farewel"to!} 
= their | 24. Boug and lic down. for ever/under® 
the ſcalding Wrath of- an angry/God ! ' O ſtand® 
4 | Menihed @Heavens, and Wonder 'O Barth" 
- Here's a.man-.that had rather be a' Beaſt: than a" 
many & Devil tharra Saint, that prefers Hell before! 
$2V n, thatloves Death and hates Life ; ' Here's- 
that 'makes-nothjng- of ;goimg; to:Nell, 
nna jon. is a thing that he jeſts vvith; 'cis/but- 
7% ; 5 7 da_—_ 
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Lhe ſaith? But damning?” 1s the fo fight 
"ow" thivg to be: lavghedat ?- Well, if &f 
bebe nothing, -neyer complain of! it; vvhen 
bel-it : If iebe nothing, never groan/nor bite 
[Tongue,/.nor Gnaſh' your: Tecth for'itz-If 
ven, -and your Soul, the Favour of God, -etet- 
happineſs, be-fuch.ſnuall matters,” ftiever com- 
for the loſs of therh. Well then; belike yow 
Eplcaſed very well yvith your choiſe, and yow, 
ooſe rather:ts enjoy the pleaſures'of Sin,: for 
oment, than the-pleaſures of Holineſs, which 
for ever. -- There itands a Sinnerthat hears alf 
and Fretzand Foameth at the Hearing of: itz 
Ws Torture to. his Soul to be vvithin the found of |, = 
V8: Troths? Why, act like one in-his vits:- 46 - 
WWE dcaring, of Helt and Damnation be fo troubles - 
- anc, -vvhat vvill the feeling of it be think" thou? +. 
| that I may, if poſhble; prevail; Þ ſhall -leave 


Vin the preſence 'of God, "ſeriouſly toc 
and to give a"vviſe anſwer 16 theſe mg. 
'} C $,.- NC re FI. | | p. © pf wq7l mAb 
Weſb. 1.'': Arc thoſe things. vybich yeu have. .--- 


by ſerious queſtions vvich you, yvhich Teharge oY 


+. 4% ” 
oo 
6% 
+ 28 


” i : 
vie 

Cf 

Re Fd 


gd, true, or are they not ?.'Doth-not the Serips - . # 
s ſpeak the ſame things Yyhich 14097; Nave 2 
ay that the Word / of Truth; is Falſe? Dai. 
bopen the Bible; dip vthete'you vill; vyhatis |: -_» 
Fyou.. read +there'? [Is-it -not;. fomething: that © 
a Tendency. to,vvhat F- have: been teachmgy WE 
© Q that. you yyquld but give your) ſelves the - 3 
ble of ſearching. the Scriptures, to' ſee'yehigs. © 
_theſe things: 8re! ſo.” To - vwhat -purpoſa;Ge ©. 
;th nk; ſhou}d-vve ſpend. our, breath ?--h owner +2 
ac ſhonld'yve follovy you vvith. ſach-Ea 

bns,. if. yve had not-ſome-grounds-for-v 
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Wy: ee | Er 1 Ct. 
"Ip jet NG «64 he's in the word of 
ior Rows *do" you. not ſay fo 7 © 
w us it, If there be | fuch » pic he 
5 there is no need of .repeſitance, an 
"- Witioy is ſafe enough-alreaty,/iand that hemi 
- "46: welt-enough, though he be” never reconcile 
40 God? Ds you think that' we take delight i 
_ Wening men and women ? Do you conceive that 
 4t-pleafeth us'to difpleaſe'you, '/and to pet you 
hatred'? 'Do you- not Believe that a great mari 
6f us, 'if it might confiſt with Gods honour-anf 
: your welfare, had not far rather - be excuf 
Can any man imagine that ſo-many hook 
Prophets, Apoſtles, and Miniſters, in fuch d 
Kant ages, afid in ſuch diſtant places, ſhould * : 
LE in this, to impoſe a falfiry.upon the world 
d any. mat be ſo mad. as-to invent ſuch 
things as theſe, which are fo contrary to - men} 
 "difpolitions, if he had rot abundant *warrs 
- from God himſelf ? Is it poſſible that men ſhould 
= fuch complaints, and ſhed To many tears, and! 
- agonies (about theſe things, if thets, 
atall in them? Are all - the experi 
: ja ſo: many* thouſands of Saints, but meet; 
7 Sondies! $1 cak "kriſtin, ſpeak, What do yolt 
1 £0 this Þ 'Areall thy joys, thy anſwers of Pray-1 
19; thoſe ſweet diſhes that thou haſt ſometimes: 
7upoti, but dtezms? Doth not thy ery oo 
"5: "the thee, "at-the very putting fuch a q 
... 'ro/thee?:Canſt thou not fay; that thau haſt Tag 
I Ire thod haſt | felt ; -and' that Ao haft- kndwn 
8 — pane} that Spiritual” things ate realities; 
ES teſt realities" in the wdek ; and that thor 
b- dj ook, - as: much . affeQed with them a5 ever. 
"thou wert with the things of ſenſe 7' Let poets 
Pa 9%" 4 me 


pf pes 6x ell be _ | Solan ot 
o 'orld, that 1 have ſcen theſe things ſo're-" " 
{ber I ſhall: ſooner ' believe. that -I 'am 
a/ ſtone, 'or am dead, -thati-believethyr 
= "lab nullities and fancies, Tam confident 
| Me any credit to be given to both eyes” and 
, / then theſe things are true z and had'yoy ſeen 
w at have ſeen-in dying Saints, and heard 
It] have heard, .you would .calily have been 
pinced, that there is ſomething in.'.comminioh 
h God , ſomething in Spiritual Joys, -Tamſute 
ie beany truth in the Scriptvres, if the word - 
z0d be true,” if Chriſt and the Apoſtles were 
al miſtaken, thea theſe _things-are true.” If I 
[tell you -a buſineſs *that did concern--yout 
ſe, _ or your Children; or Body:;7 or any. 
aly thing whatever, upon my own 
Js, would you not-readily. aſſet to-what 
1 am perſwaded you would *be. far "from 
ing the truth of what affirmed; Lam 
*to think, that"there is none of you: all that . 
4 that 1 dare tel} you that which is falſe... _ 
; Why will you not believe me;in a buſineſs 
w greater Conſequence ? And of you" askme* 2 
mat purpoſe do | ſpend ſo much- time forfiow ” 
[? What needT-ſpeak at this rate?. What, wild >; 6: 
eInfidets of you all ? What, dol think: that +; 


4 ſuch Atheiſts, as not to believe that te 

Fof God is true? Wellthen, you your ſelves - . -- 
Witneffes that the "word of God truce, and! 0 

you do believe all that is contairied hv it 4 3nd 2 

Wonal inferences deduced fronv"its'' 1 (halb* - 

fote takeit' for 'granted,. that yow-? Ex gon 


£66 theſe things," --if you'-be/ 7:7. 18 
ofcfſion,, '- your very Name+ pa i6'-. 
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v0 "pages of this alſo, that the Doctrine of. 


"wa 2, Are theſe things of voelglt al nd 

z or /are-they not? -You hear wes 
EO matters that--concern yout Eternal oo. 
"Soul affairs ; and” are not theſe matters of 


reateſt conſequence ? If acquaintapce vvith 
04; the happineſs or miſery,of a Soul, 
making 'or undoing for ever, be inconſi deral Ne 
- Things, What then are great things 21s. it a math 
ter; of greater importance, 'to loſe the ſight of 
taſtivious Play ? Is it an affair of greater vyrigh 
to. have the. frowns of a vyanton miltrifs, orrh 
mrown'of a God?. You ſaid even+novy, that t 


| ; We : Ford of God vvas true, if you vvill and t01 "ht 


firenomore ; Hovv is it vvtitten? Reada ve 

"Ortwo,. turn. to'Matthevv 5, 20. Except : 
righteouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scril 

;, and Phariſees, you ſhall in no caſe enter anto ut 
| geo of = Sands And John, 3.3. "Except '® 
man. be born- again, be. cannot ſee the Kin dom 0 
; God. "Ad God vvill popr- out his vyrath ppont: 
- therHegthen, and upon the Families that cali n 
-'Upon tisName. Doth not the Scripture ſay,” that 


"4, - ;is-the one thing necefſ#ry ? Are not theſe things 


> nel by the Lord Chriſt, the vveightier ww,” 
Aft. 23.23. I hope you vvill not ſay; that-God 
is -miſtaken,-and that the Scripture-ſpeaks mote; 
- of -theſe- matters than needs: What 'are- you! 
Sone from your vvord fo ſoon; did not mY 
it the yvordof God, vvas true, "and are you now! 
.another. mind, becauſe you find that-.it- 
uires-more rifnefs, you are vvilling't6 fobs! 


--20lt 0? But arc-you aſhamed' of that, and are 
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2 And do you in too owe 
be ? Well then, r mp-next Queſtion ſhall | 


© 
"oj; What- do you. mean; then Lee” NB FP 
hings as you acknowledge to. be molt vt, © | 
potably true, gd, of the. greate® conſe= 

oe, with, ſo m ” 12e5 Ic el bY and £ U Idnefs ? 
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ro: h of lem F What , ſayx #4 
ne gr <a ef ON in the: World, a and will 
ay they 'are leaſt to. be looked aher?. f 
Prudence and Wiſdom tobe very ſerious! 

[trifles, and to trifle about the, mol} ſeric 
$2 Arc Heaven, the love of God, and x 
thy your own confeſſion the moſt | 
1 you. make light of them? Of ys 

lie'! Ont of thy own- mouth thou I | 
mad; Doſtknow that Heaven and Hi 
70u? Doſt thou know that the onei 
ably gloriovs, and the other unſpea abl 
df 1? and yet forall this dolt thoy ſtands 
ing which of theſe thor ſhouldeſt c Es 
areſt thou -for. all this venture on.in a\ 
"leads' to the region of Eternal, Darkt 
t =w# thoſe that know the way Dol 


ms: ſee.you .ride 6n ſo haſtily. and mertih Ty " LE 


fter you with-carneſtneſs, yet doſt thou 


Wpek..unon _them?, Conbder whether. Þ 


tio theſe, affairs, like one that igavell in, 


Ik God the beſt friend inthe World;and yer ER F; 722 


leaſt ro be regarded? Man, what. 
ply for-thy ſelf ? /O What brvits,- and how 
ot men in their ſpiitogl þ mattcrs?! Hou 


rs ; f the h nee in ge, vb 


lves! Hox 5B 74 
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'Y Mo oft Ha Sp Expc M's 
tl ks bo: loath/ to ok accounted Tools? 
+W oa reaſon haſt thou to undervalue the fave 
of God (o as you do ?, What reaſon have Soom h 

0 lifhily. ro caſt away your ſelves, and to flig 
55 PROS Withs. ou N Iaker 3 ? Ler me pic 

I ſola th c Jangy zpe ofa F ren p! 
EC 2 Dur own. Fn" P Up y - beſt ; 
tropg Rea {8 and if you Tee a ni HE | 

Ia into he fire till it burn. off, ke Trary 

* but. this is a thing that. a man, may hay 

Fon for, as Biſhop' Crawmer had whenhe buy 

2 hand for ſubſcribing to. Popery: It: y 
; thi a-mancut.off a Leg or .an Arm, it's # f 

| "11FY but this is a thing that a man-may 
Ro k od reaſon for, as many 4 man doth it to an | 
is. [Nee If you 'fee a man give his body. - ro 

to aſhes, and to be tormented with Str 

ac os and Racks, and refuſe deliverance whi 
5s offered; this is a hard caſe tv fleſh and blood 

WF this a man may have good reaſon for, as yoll 

Heb. 11. 33, 34, 35, 36. 4nd aSmany 4 
Oak ated Martyrs have done. But for a man to 
"ot the Lord that. made him, for a man © 
"xuninto'the fire of Hell when he is told of it, 1 

I - fitreared to turn thar he might be ſaved; this 
E. _  athing thar can have no' reaſorr in it, that is req- 
| ſon indecd, to juſtifie or excuſe it. For He en 
ob pay forthe loſs of any thivg hat we <> 

(e; to get it, or for any labour that we beſtoy 

| itz but nothing can pay for the 166 of. "Heaven! 
on in Mr. R 4's Call to'the- Unconyeries 
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Wt — Mill wpds them oy as s 
were ome, Þ at'all in them? 
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J half any eelfe Dd. "th Ide | 
that 'can do as muchifor-you'as God 


E 1 , t 
jere any one that can take you off: when 
ne obo accuſed for High Treaſon 
King of Heaven, and to be arraigned 
ut Judge > have you - got- that which 
pyour colt in getting of '1t, and *counte 
fs of a Soul? What is it that Kill hath ani in. 
1n your heart, that is thought to be” ann 
[competitor with God for your deareſt love 
+ indeed that which will ſhield you-from#. 4; 
ereſts of Death, and the wrath of the. AT 
ty; if it be that which can ſhelter you from 
tori of his diſpleaſure; if ic be that his chi { | 
do you as much good as Heaven, and mak 
ps happy as God can; Why then have lit 
'; make your heſt of it. Bur conſideriwall 
| you do firſt; be ſure that you be not mitta= 
pokave not many. thought _ as, you” think, 
e found their miſtake when 1t was to, 
— 
.. Do you. think that this world" will lat.” 
£7 ou? Da you not belicye* that ere'2*; Log 
out die,-and your we dnpear 08 before.” | 0 
ind by "him. be ſcntence#-to its? « —_ 
þ Where isall the glory pf thoſe great! M Fs 
pick deſpiſed God, and —— tg - 
2 what j is ocoing of'all _ powp 1 whi 
| 2 | 


KS.” 
»" J42 
Ta —_ 


FE, Fi A: 


| Ra ec vow glory ? oY Rte; 

R the gry which gp cy, © ie 

Ft hes ſpare. you? Is Death more favourah 
"NOW: -8-Jays, than'he was before? Isnot the 

* Aillas i t was, but: Vanity.? Is not all fleſh iti ' 

graſs, and the ou ff of.ix as a flower that is{ 


0.d ? you not ppoine be yok | 
tha f will ſtand you inſtead after death; al 
E- + gother World ? Why then do you not Ee + 
- © acquainted with him! who'\alone can be-friend yl 
#  * inthat dreadfol hour? ; 
$ © Queft. 6, What do you think will hecone 
ZFou, if after all this you go on in your oldx 
*, 5 will become of you do. you think if 
ald dic without the knowledge of God ? Wh 
hopes have you of life in peace, if you bid @ 
wo A ta S woe Les of life, and warn the & 
WE at ow {hall you eſcape if you neglect! 
Oe, & Salvation | ? What do +4 think that th 
Eo > hich: did once as you do now, light Wy 
2 8 - ev J © wok after Reconciliation with God, / 
how a doing in another World ? . What,wal 
6: "You doin this caſe ? Should one: come: tr youg 
©, ther out of Heaven, or out of Hell, how mt 
0 do you think you ſhould be : 
AN ft! Narration which they would ove 
Fyc:; of the iffvirs of the-inviſible World ? Why tt 
= wilt you" not now be affected with what ;we ſay 
- x. for atore your ſelves, whatever you. may: hit 
£02). our-teltimony is astiruc, and hath a bets 
Or ; s of credit, tpi. one HER 
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is this; Are you willing to bear the bh - 
BE God.? can-yqu undergo Hee 
th which made his back: to ake, 0/Was 
"to do and ſuffer ?-can you with, any. 
© beer that.. dreadful Word pronounced. 1” 
| $row ſce to og cxe- 


4 7% Another Queſtion, I SE. pro 


lefting torment ; Depart from. me Je. 1 
mnzquity, for 1 know you not ? Can y ou cs 
Fin, trouble Bo ſcalding bo wratt 
ch is abundantly more painful than Fire and 
atone, more -intollerable than to. be ſhut up 
turning fiery Furnace, or to'be boyled in” £7 , 
Iron of jmcited Lead, or whatſoever torments” 
Wit of men or Devils can invent ? co ; t 
any patichce bear the Stone, Gout, Tooths C3 
ſpot, or ſome ſuch diſtempers of "body 
en-laſt but for a while? O how long do'y 17 
& the time when you are in that conditig n? «& 
w-do you toſs-and tumble ? What lamer 2 y 
1 n do you make ?' Do not you think out 
bo much. pitied in that condition ? How. 
you be able to lie down in - thoſe -tofth ;\- _ 
drop of which is abundantly more p g-2 
than tee greateſt torment that ever, you feltin 0” 
life? If theſe ſeemdreadful to you, Wh do. 
,nor go the, way to avoid them ? which'4s 
an intereſt jn him who hath 'the Keys of: þ > <8 
[af ' his girdle; for there is-no. condemnation”, » "IL 
mm which ate in Chriſt Jeſus, xo them that - 
brought into 2 ſtate of Recdnciliation” 
aincr Ke, with od by Ne gy 
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as. many - 
ers. _ this world, to fit ey 
ingdom "of. | Heaven,” and your ſclyes con 
Jow > bo you like'ro have thoſe which you fee 
/ed to Jook upon,” to! be ſet at the Table at 
" yr ps ? woul 


. mad. 


of and 197 Crown? Would it a you a - 

to be perfect in holineſs and "happineſs 

en you die?. Would you. not be. glad to bet 

wes others ſhall be damned ? In'a word, q 
"Hot defire 'to be 'rejoycing ' and praiing o 

Lin endleſs pleaſures, when others h be 


ping-and curfing of God in endleſs torments} 


wy 
+ 4a then do not you live the lives of the righreous 
Wyov would die their deaths, and have your latter 
: alike theirs 21f you would be glorious ag ha 
pA fever, why do you hot endeavour to be hol yan 
= "" Ts in time? if you would have erp has (cad 


"= qa world, what do- you mean that you las 


01 Da, no more to be acquainted. with him in. this 
g ( 

P One}} 0, How would you take it at any 'manz 

- han tg be ſerved as you ſerve God? Suppoſe 

I you' ſthould take Pp a poor Child that ;eame to: 
* A our 'door to beg, that had ſcarce a rag to cover 

2 Bis nakedneſs, nor a Morſel of bread to put into. 
— Hig.mouth, and no. where toghide his head; Supe: 
- pk ne ſhould TP! this when begg af Het 
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your. own houſe, and take-.4s much Care. 


K; 


ro ſervice, and he' in ſtead; of it; ſhould 
mand yohr man, and do your work your felf ; 
tad” of anſwering your kindneſs, ſhould offes 
the greateſt. abuſe, the ' world, and after- 
þ conſpire. wiah'a company pf Rogues to rob 

70u, how would y&u likethis?4{hould 


os 
1 
.Y 


je oy + IS if he”wcre your”own- child + ſup 20 e yy x 
is," you 'ſhonld bid him do you ſome: ſmall 


| of ſuch a fellow' as this did der | 3 | 


ea halrer rather then yoor favour ? But 

ter this you ſhould fend-after this ungre 

etch, and tell hin, that you are willing to 

Fall. that is paſt, and to receive him into te. 
ateſt' favour, and never: to caſt his" formers 
kedneſs in his teeth ; how. would you take, 
tis hands, if he ſhould ſtand T know not het 

g diſputing whether he ſhould accept of yi 
Kneſs or no, whether he: ſhov]d  choolg/mhe 


of, .and Gallows; or your Houſe? but'if 
this you ſhould ſend: meſſenger after. , 
y and offer to give him all that you have iA-1 


prld, and' to beſtow your only Daughter 


Iwith-her ; how' would 'you take it if this vile, 


prateful. beggar ſhquld put you off a, great. 


We-together with ſome poor excuſe or other? 
p vvould- you like it if he ſhould make light of 


F 


bur offers, and tcl you he thanks your for. 


m#gyou. not ſoon reſolve not to trquble-your” > 
any Jonger vvith -ſuch an- unthankful. man-. : 
P Would you not tet him take his courſe; and;.* 
h pity-nuim, if Os T0 Ee 
MANS. | 4 © 
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Wand" to ſettle preſently' a great Eſtate ypon " $. 
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Wing; and ſhould underyalue your: kindneſs? -” 
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, fn "1 ber | a "Priſon,. - ween = 
ory nid dures and. Poverty," Diſhan 
ad” Sorro! 4s ?-Would you. not bid himneve 
_"pec kindneſs more at your hands; but ſeei bp. 

: 8 ould not beruled; to take what iFpodg P 

"* «doyon fay, would you 'not do-thus?/I am | 
> Twaded you would, But ws | unriddle o 
bl: Parable jb * 007 thinks. would»be. condeg 

-; ned? ZYot Your. < outh would'”ac EY 4 

> would be your own —_ | | 
> - man that haſt dealt eo with x 

art that beggar to whom the. Lords 

--- ſhe ved "much kindneſs, and -offered more; 
bs i ath ſent Meſſenger after Mcfſenger, and at Il 

-— She hath' ſent his Son to invite thee to his 'ow 

ie, and he offers to make you as happy's 
aven, (Glory, and happineſs it ſelf can make 
yo U, 4.anc you ſtand till demurring, and add « 
0 another, and are- far, from. that gratetul 
zeedy compliance which, the nature of the 
| och require ; and in ſtead of coming 
Hh F< pk it, end « thankful owning-of his mary 
hg indneſs, how baſely doſt thou prefer 3 
Er upon, thy luſt before him, and'offer. the molt 
le affronts to his Majeſty, - and make 
hin ig\ of his. unparale?d goodneſs,” and cons 
"EW -Þ { in open rebellion- againſt him ?. What then 
pes Hebts R thou to ſay: for thy ſelf, why God thoul 
$4; 5 "hot on a juſt a caſt thee off for everf 
But now that God ſhould till offer thee as high 
Ly /  agever, and:(in ſtead of doing as I have ny. anda$ 
*=2 your ſelf would have done in caſe of, a Jeſs 
FR mpt))- till follow you with, ſuch a'gracious 
k, Np prop 62a as: ibis is, that [ now make as you's 
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Ms | f-m rev-Q* wrodipy & of 
28 rp A ME a Me by 6. 
J 10. And now - her wilh ved? wit. 
I for all this go on in your' fontempt (of - 
> Will you. ftill” refuſe--to*know him, - and 
' mind acquaititance with- him ?- Will you 
6 indifferent whether ' you'-have . God *for ' 
* Friend,. or - 3 mar, wi y:2-Now you have 
A "ay will your Ke ano- 
WIC r  fome- 
( el : p47 had ou beſtow your that » Gare . 
and to your choice, and ſay, that youll aye 2 
very wiſely in refuſing God, and in-Wm- -* 
ing this preſent World ? -Will you maintalp  # 
the day of judgment, that you have dow 
to refuſe acquaintance with-himfelf, and 
pthe hazard of his diſpleaſure # Bur. you's 
; you ſay, trouble your head with: LA 
dly fancies as . theſe are; they" are-ehl 
wut a man behdes his Wits ; you hope'te 
"as others, and ſo long you cate not.- 
n, it ſeems you are'refolved'; thought, It 
you, if you are contented-to fare Smot th 
at laſt, yourmuſt be contented to be dam 
the Scripture is exceeding 'clear" in this, thit 
enumber of thoſe that go to. Heaven, is 2 yer! 
| number ; and if you will not take my 
it, (ſor indeed I would not-that you; ho, 
my word, nor any mans breathing 
grant from Gods word, in things of ſg his 
ure). look into the Scripture, and at your: tes Dos 
ponder a while vpon theſe following” Texts, ©» 
$23, 24. Then ſaid one unto lim; Lord; a i 
that ark be get 42P8 be þ wite._- 
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2 Gn Jo ee 20. 46 y arexcalled . þ = 
£7 a00,0pſen,” And Luke x 12 by Chridt faith, Þ 
77 484 little flock... And the Chorch compleing of: 
by”  fewneſs of her number in this Lapguage. 
 ' th. Wo1s me, for 1 am as when they have ga 
4 ' redihe ſurimer fruits, 1 might heap up ab 
7% of Scriptures, of the ſame. ure, all which "6 
bs. Y that 1 | o 40 CC On, Hire tos 
> wed, come what will co ne, no c 
| ous mind ; if after ſo many [warnings 
| rleting: you {till continue of this judges 
I muit ſpeak -a. dreadful Word : Your: 
I be upon your own Soul.' 'I have blown the: 
gc, F have done what in me lies to ons 
tir anc thee of thy dangerous ſtate, while thauat* 
ber to God, and to bring thee to a ſpeedy 
aiptance- with him ; but thou haſt after ms 
many a tender, oiven in this anſwer, that 


Ne or God;,thou doſt not defire to be acquainted 

thr hin; 23s for your matching with. his $on, it's 

at which thou careſt not for hearing of, except 
* thou -mightet have his eſtate without hjs. Sove». 
hid ;thon wilt not have him for thy Husband,” 
2 19's {4 Phe will-let thee do as thou lil, and run 
a Whoring from him when thou pleaſeſt; Thou 


FE wilt not /haves-Heaven, except thou may have: 


- i Without. Holine(s'; and as for the invitations 
| of God, thou {till ,makeſt light of them,.-neither” 
A - Promiſes. nor-.. threatnings, Ggnifie ' much with” 
"92 Well then,” when you find by Woful cx-. 
= Sicko: what you | have. done, know whom. yolt 
= lay all-the blame -on.' I call. Heaven/and 
5 be: auth 309 record, 20 you. your ſclves arc wit-. 
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i *covld' for gs Bl & fomporm inn 
{but you think the flitrering. offers 
{Devil makes, to be more advan 
which God makes, and 


oy of God, andthe plea 
x a-ſealon, 'valne 
aſures which areat che right 
r evermore. Now, if you in 
me .not me if you miſcarry for” 
Jak whether you will or no-ſtand toy! 
ite. Do not ſay but you were told of ah 
kgs; this is not the firſt time by many,' but” 
ive the laſt that you may ever hear for ought 
know. Remember you were once well of&- 
ed. Do you think that God will always! bat 
th fuch unworthy abuſes? ſhall Gods Juttice. - 
er: be” righted ? Yes, yes, be not deceived”; 
oh ed kindneſſes will coſt dear at laſt, W 
eyou yet toſay for your felt ? Do yew 
FI mean you any hurt by all this? except 
Salvation a wrong, and kindneſs it fel 
c But if all this will not do, go. they 
ke-the beſt thou can(t of all thy- Friends" 5M > 
ee how well, and how long they will entars-. 
y thee cre 4 few dayes, it may be, ſhall be ata... 
we. ſhall hear: how you like your ch 
en they ſhall turn you. out of doors, and-t Q.. 
4 plainly, they can.do nothing for you, your. 7 
[Fſhift as well as you can; as for them,: bo "4 
ovide for themſelves, much leſs foi” 
en let's ſee who hath made the beſt choicey. 


at is Ry W_ God, apy Foley: = 
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" SLA v [6x he # 
Friend,”or he th gy BO, 


pk - nary keg tris 1 comes.” 
| jo Heaven and Earth-are all in a Flame, wr, | 
ru is ſounding,” when the... Judge-- and hig 
| Sens, Chriſt and all his Holy _ are; 
coming, when: _- Priſons the fry are- opens! 
Ir i OR. 
p00 'v | the herllll lelt Count 
Te T t noIc f 15 bar, 0 
that it vpon the IN with 2d IJ | 
_ you not that the Saints, the Friend: of of 
$.; ſhall fit with bim-when he judgeth the 
deld 2 We ſhall know when the- ſtorm: riſeth; 
W who houſe was beſt, that. which was built 
n/ the ſand, or that -which was built upon yo 
pck. O that. people were now of the ſame mind 
at they will be of at theday of Judgement 1.9 


IJ would - conſider, that. if they. will not 


be at leiſure to think of thefe - things, they 
il-be at leiſure to repent of them hereafter. "Do 
balk of ſcorns, and reproaches, and ſuffering ;; 
at;-do'youthink that Heaven will not, maxe 
FE _ _ ds for all that 2 Which-is moſt to be feared, 
—_ ſcorns of God, or the ſcorns. of -men?. Which" 
©will do you moſt-hurt, mans contempt, or Gods? 
© Where is the man that will be laughed out ofa 
©preareſtate? Becauſe a fool ſaith, that a Jewels: 
Henk worth the taking up,. will you therefore-ne-. 
_ver- Roop to: take it vp? The truth of it is, if you 
intend to make;any thing of your Profeſſion, 
Tut be willing to be counted a fool, . and 2 
man : but'you muſt remember, it.is by thoſe 
bes that” are. ſo; SO 8 be ol \ "Ti 
B54 WIT y the talk'o the e 


do 


REPS 72, 
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8, ler not the four oF theut's fp 
etent | judges ' in ſuch a caſe. pans 
Do you think that fuch poor excu 


| en at the ' day of Judgement? What 
byo u intend to ſay to Godt'ten 2? Lord, I would 
elabourcd to have known thee, Ivvould have 
Joe care of my. ſoul, and.1 would have 2 
 about- the k 


no rg 


"a | ſeriouſneſs look ' after ſuch tha! ers, 
re 'I ined, and i946 at, &c,* Whim I © 
I got into the company of thoſe that were' = 

odly, and I had half a Gi to go with themuto © 

ſeaven, then my Friends fell a jeering of me, md 
Wd me whether I meaned tq be mad, to'u ' S.-4 
y ſelf, to turn Puritan and Phanatick ? Do\ 

/ believe that ſuch a plea will ſtop. the mai 

f the Judge, and keep him from pronoung : 

e ſentence againſt you ? Will this hold' OA atgs © 
| Juſtice: ? Will the thoughts of this quenels 
the dreadfull flames 2 Be better; dl ed 
) be better adviſed for your ſouls ſake, 
der. how ſuch creatures will befool then 
Who would upon ſuch a trifle part with: 
fn? That would be laughed our of Glory| an 
ed into Rell? Is your mind; yet altered'! 
1 any thoughts or reſolutions 'to ed Hake 

S r ſoul and acquaintance vvith God? * 
iere' none of you'all that ask by this:time,.w 

hall 1.do to be acquainted vvith God:? Are \ 
one of you” that begin to - think that it- i554 | 

to: look out fora Friend. in. a'time of © L < 4 
L ; this vvhile been beating the' air, andilys) 


i Vain? th leave ara all as T-ſougd*. p. 


dE i 


x 7 AY 3 | 
aſs £7 TR 


#*. $7) | Y 
" "i LY Gd ay $L RAE os ab "2g -- fome: 


fouls berying ou oor by this ine, © © "har Th ad 

ofa . fecha would  bri ad 
" AF God? O hot 1 had but a i Wu. > 
> of Jeſus'Chrilt!'O that Vdid but onderſtans wha 
+ {4t- means' to: have Communion -with the Fathe 


%; 


- "and the Son, through the Spirit ! 1ee my ſelf us 
:, He and" lolt'for eyer,,.Kcepr | have an interel 
guage ! That's a ve ood 

o to be ſaved ? very —_— 
Re fadneſs ? do you ſpeak in jeſt or in earneſt? 
ny one would give you advice and direction, 
ld you follow it in fpite of all the oppoſition” 
FH: What do you ſay, will you Jabour 
keer exactly to thoſe Directions that ſhall be 
n 2 if yob will, I do not queſtion butthat you 
& Go pd will be acquainted before you die, | Buty 
ot me take a great deal of pains and all ta. 
poſe, as to you; do not now ſerve me- 
as"tt ” Yor” did Fer -emiah, come and ask Counſel 
-6f G6: E and take the Devils, But in hopes'that: 
07 I Tome *poor ſouls may in good earneſt defire Di-. 
YG ons with aniften to follow them, I ſhall give" 


z 3 "them as follows. - 
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ET LE you'would be acquainted with God, labour 


7 | _ ongh-ſenſe-of your great eftra 
& toget's f the dafiger of ſuch an þ Foviy ange- 


"This is that_which' mos one fowwell | 
= ed with their” condition, cauſe they fee 


evil nor dayger init. Wen are: o_ 


g - 
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ies , 5 God, nd ho Friends JA - - i 
ooo; They ſcorn your Words," * 
"While they » Geer the greateſt contett 
In Aung though they regard neither 
my: Threatnings, or Promiſes, 
De value: the Sager ; though 
Ke the company of God; though'th 
Rey to itt God, Loy nothing 
Mn OY wo og Rom 
Fyet they abhor to be ft t6d 
m then well. wiſhers to Chriſt, | 4 the 
ends and Servants of God ; though they: 
"come near God, yet they rake it very” tif 
”be not reckoned amongſt his acquaintahig 10x bs 
{fp ectal Friends. Where is the penny a& - 
| Iiving, that doth not count it # high'pi we 
taritablencſs, if ore do not Canonibial 
jong the Saints, though they [live more” 
vices ! How hainouſly- do they "take it; tt 
& do but queſtion their ſtate? iThey ignai 
{! They enemies to the Croſs 'of Chrift ff 
nd ! they unconverted ! © Who's ch 
yeh dare queſtion their condition ? Thewwhes 
't: X as well as . any preciſe Puritan” of: the 
þ they will hope to be faved; fay vvhatyou ir vol 
en, you ſhall never beat them out of their't walt, 
| God And though in Faithfulneſs' oY cir = 
, ve beg of them to make a more difis ear” 
L qmiry into the ſtate of their Souls, becauſe” CT 5 4 
* that the heart is ſo deceitful,” and vvelhave.. 
n by great cauſe to ſuſpe&t that they kno v "nar. y 
a. x Ft they vill go on very cheerfully*with- 3 
"confidence, untill. Chriſt himſelf. ſhev Tae _ ? 
# mile, -and "rel LR BORIPY 
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n "thei natural Eftranpe 

ly ine af NES they f indeed- nht ol 

$——þ _ of their, nearts; did they but take 
tice of+the | Rebelliofis and Treaſons' that are with 
in, the caſe wvyould be far othervviſe vvith then 


©< riſe than | #474 they do not £ fo x t| 
ave: gat all, but think, that they are rich and-g 
aſed-+in . goods,, and have need of nothing 
as the Lord knows, and Chriſtians Eng 
"that they are poor, and blind, and-nak 4 
t' novv, vvhen men begin to be thorovely ſe A 
p of this enmity; that is in their natures agaialf 
hex they ſee vvhat mutinies and rebelh- 
are-in them againſt their moſt gracionl 
4 King; 'and when they are made to uns 
Athe conſequences of this Wer, then hoy 
do they cry out,  vyhat ſhall they do? vy 


by n; # is.” *O. this, ..this habe reaſon why ſor 
| |. ny. milligns of guplaNgſh mhicarry_ exerlatingh 
»*% 4 i | | they never bcli 
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8 -# <a ever any poor veretched creatures i in vvorl 
F108 lition than themſelves? Was ever any on 
© heart vvorſe than theirs? Arc there any gut on 
Hes itare ſuch Monſters of ſias. they are? O vvh 
3 Na ll. they do? ſhey ſee the Fire kindled, am 
? the es. hanging over - everlaſting burniag $; 


>. govyall the World for a Chriſt ; they believe noW 
: = God and Man. are not equals; : that thore is 
oy 7 SON Fe : wvith - the Almighty : Who can ſtan 


42A FE, Hoke | 
be «DE re his indignation : ? and-vyhen they ſee Gods $ 
fs MASI. andthe point. of it fer againy 
| - ce terrg $0 6 
ng th y behold th of 
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ml ke to loſe all. then how welcom® © - 
Fihe news of aParly be ? How glad would | 
Detnen to-hear of a” Pardon? Then downs 
weapons z/they. will » ſooner. .come- i before 
with, a Halter - about, their | Necks, thanca 
d& by their" fides; they wilt fight how':wirh 
ter Weapons but” Tears and Prayers: , As for 
tArmour, they break it inpietes; andlay irar 
Feet; of their: offended Prince; and O-if they 
tbut'have any hopes of pardon, it 'would're= 
+ their- hearts; if they might have but»ajook 
Indneſs from God, it wobld bea greatercoms! 
to them than © all the- whole Worltt beſides 
d afford ther, To whogvcani a skilful;Phy« 
n- be more welcome, than.to the lick? "Chriſt 
to. ſeek the loſt, and ſuch as theſe:we-ar 
to.cncourage:: But till the ſoul-comes+to this 
, 2 Chriſt is not valued at all by, it : If ſinners 
jot made _thus to underſtand themſelves, whip. 
8h. we ſhould plead with -never;:(\0 auch iear= 
neſs with-.them, we do but beat "the Airs: all 
we can ſay. ſignifies very - little; - The: man; 
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s:his great 'work is done, though his\hands\ / A 


tbecn all; this while in his boſoine;; he-is fare 
ards in his Journcy. to Heaven, :thoughthe | - - 
ſet one. ſtep\gyt of his own doots; hehath © 
tereſt in G d is very well acquainted}. 3 
thim;) and hath.:an afſured confidence of his: ">; 
tion,”/ that he: ſhall be happy, thougithehave! i 
pne--dram-of :grace. He is a'good Church- 
#he- hath fat: at the Lords Table, and the | 
'But O how: many are there: which ſhalt-fexs} | _. > 
now that it.is more than poſſible,” tg" come: 7 

tore God, 4d. toi c inp. 2 


- "pe? "4 


Capo Jett " 
Þ fro archin 
3 | Friends, nd ,n-yt eo 
See —_ 'ever .yol' «por pr age thing of: oe 
| gion, and be made highly to en and 
tobe really: acquainted. . with him; ;/you muſt 1; 
bour-to. underſtand your diſtance from him, and 
the 'uhcontcivablehazzard that you tug, while you 
are ina ſtate of Separation from Godz-that they 
ishut-ore ſtep between you, and ths tate of i 
ned; ſor. what\would become»of you, if Ge | 
ani to yaul,/ this'night thy 'Sout Thall be r& 
of you; ' Howreafily can Godin a Moment 
| 9p your breath, and end your vol ap" Bec 
atlakethatbumsfor ever and ever ? and is4 
-- Jet then. time for you to look about you'?- O thig 
$22 of -our -felves, how doth it 'expoſe:us/} 
"= it. [;1.c.'26) He was not'a whit miſtaken; 
who F"y That the 10t knowing of our * ſeles,: i 
/ ane-of.. the, chirfeſt tanſes of our. fin and muſery, 
== ' the: conſideration: of the fate of the ' Soul, # 
ugh © underſtanding 1s depravedneſs, Wat 
fr pct of Wi/donr.; - * for. at's weakneſs being | 
_  apatikpown, 4 man will not afterwards ruſt it 
""Ihb determination; of the greateſt things; but he 
SZ 2 '_, [mill bt defrrous to_£onſult that great Oracle, the 
> of hit: Makers end finding bis old: guide 6s bad 
-—-". ane;bath; oft miſſed him, thergapian he is the reaaien. 
= Y; "hho acquaizred with ſuch ke wha: may dire 
= * hind i» the way to. true happineſs; Wf' you vvoul 
-” therefore be. acquainted- vvith God, you multge 
| Þ clonawegt>s your ſelves :oyou' vvill vp 
tan vf-your ſelf: be: afraidiof your fell} 
pane aegis ROS Tha 


fe be ere mall Sd en refics 
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b ke W Foes Mes of __ 
d ſuch a dark;Cellat*; but js pL 
; one enouch to enddinter! God'withilf 
"ſt Hob with theſe Fig-leaves"defend'Hhy ; 
inſt the arrowes of the Almighty 2” Behold whit 
$ "dition'thou'att in; if thou' flirreft' x Rep fur- 
{ Yield ſpeedily, ard throw down thin& Arms; 
bu arca dead man. Db you know®this ? Do 
hp believe this ? Is' it poſſible ? ? What: .be- 
je that: your Treaſon” is' found out; and! that 
pare within alittle of 'Exetiition; and' yet” not 
I@ble,and'yct not ſeek nor deſire a pardof: Wheh 
nan throuphly ' tnderftands' how thingy ſtand 
ween him and God, an how vnable he'is to ear- | 
bn a War againſt him, ke” will ſpeedily*caft © © © 
© how he may conclude a'Prdce vpot af 
tis. As ſoorr as Berthadad knew whercon 
Bi army was'in, when he' ſaw the Ciywils's 
Wirty Kings ſhaken, arid'Hhis warlike* CO 
es,or to tremble,anl be like wornen;\W! 
Tz z mighty Army of gallahit Warrjoh, 
order, behaving themſelves bra Yi 
| bf theit Carcaſes. vpn Heaps, tha 
$folled ih blood, the: Shields of his ni 
gal away, and kimfelf wofully defert Gr 
doth' the ſend away his Servant,” with -- - 
abourt' thicir Necks; tf bep' Peace Y oh”: "7a 
7 Whet the” Gibeopites hedtd whi wolf ayes 
Rghriog Fo be oo Foſhnah, they vere: 7 
vine theans to mal a Ohe<-- +1 


ret — FL che Sool,, when it oO, 
God 2 


wn £9 


p- Tonfider © what a ſad condition it 
adidas in Rebelffon” a 


bility, t6- Boo pers [+ rrer jt oj or 
jbour ae mn: When ji Epi LES 
ys "I TY , ine fi 


þ o ms: &Y% | Ws. 
. - wi M7 r o 
Do "0b : Ft % 


Pags) or mn 
— hp Satan, WR + hb this | 
» veen the Soul and God, and hath [ll j 
Iſtirred it up to petſecutevvith all che violens 
 ,that be ;. I'fay, ,vyhen the Soul ſeesthis be 
fore it is Quite too late ! O hovv. doth it bevy; 
it's cndrin hovy doth it cry. out, Ovvretche 
he t 1 am, vvho-ſhall deliver me! O veha 
| become. of .me, if 1 make War till 
God? And: as for, flying, vvhether ſhall I fly rg 
' this- preſence, and. vyhere ſhall I Hide my ſelf « 
of bs fight ? And hovv ſhall I look-him in 
Face; vyhom I have thus deſperately.and: ungrat 
fully: oppoſed? Can fuch a Traytor as I pollibh 
Expect any mercy; if the Lord ſhould look upt 
209 and. not. immediately, caſt me. into Hell; oi 
""S ”be_a' miracle of Patience. And thus the 
IF jan —_— begins.a little to'- underſtand - himſclh, 
p himſelf ;-and after that, . he-vvith Eply 


| 1 + (mites. upon bis thigh, and -bemoans his con 
MItON exceedingly ! O that he ſhould ever' take 
| againlt -his Sracpes Prince 1-O - vvhat 


all - become of him ? Well, I have. heard tha 
'< God of Heaven-is-2 merciful King,.I vvill ge 
4 nd caſt my ſelfathis feet, if I periſh, [ periſh, 
# .. Feontiauc jn this rebellion, there is ng hopes ; It 
- .. bfiy there is no eſcaping; and-if I yield, I00Y 20 
xeriſh 1.O fad, ſad | is; my condition, Woe. i 
alas, wyhat ſhall T do in theſe, dreadful pup 
-=- - 1s; But, vvhy do I ſtay here ? e Aven 
= ' blood fallovvcs after me.apace; well, I'yvill g 
Ab . wy God, through :Chril?, and I have heard t hat 
'q - this is the onely vvay, and that there, is not the 
leaſt. hope in he World, BY: PO: AUF. to get 
Pogo to eſcape, the Wrath to come... O that 
BE + an an Rey Jeſus ol ry ve 


(2983 
1 my Friend noyv' if ever 1 O; that he 
ſpeak agood,vvord for me. Have-merey up+ 
ye, "8 thou Son of David have mercy upon.me | 
peace for me, by thy bload;- if. thav vyile, 
Du Gant do more vvith a- vyord ſpeaking; than 
Ether Sajrits and Angels in the World it ever 
poor Creature in the vvorld/had need '6f MEr- 
then haye I, O mercy, mercy, mercy for thy 
; ſake! But becauſe I ſhall ' ſpeak. to. 
r- another Direction, L ſha be the brietess: 
v.vvhen a man is at this paſs, he is in a fair 
# for peace; but novy- as long as a man.is 
5 at of all this, he is quite in atiother 
+ he 'vyill never buckle, and therefore he ſhall 
tbroken.. Therefore cohſider vvell your.:condis 
u, obſerve the aCtings of your ovvn. Soul, if 2 
b be one of the Friends: and Acquaintance. of 
@, vvhat means your breaking and. hating. of- \ 
& Spiritual Lavvs? What's the; reaſon, .if-you . 3 
ve Gad, that you can take -no delight. at. all.in | 
Company, no pleaſure in his Sabbaths ?,If, you 
ba Friend of God, hovy hap you come no" olt- 
[to his. hquſe, vvhen he dvyells ſo near:you ? 
hy do you knock no oftner ar his. door? :V,Vh 
[yon ſo rare in your vilus?. Is. this your &ind- 
[5 this like a Friend? Hovy  comes-itto-pals |. 1; 
there are ſo many Arms found hid in your © 4% 
e? V Vhat are they all for? VVhatis the mean- 
of all thoſe. Meetings that you. give tg, 
ies? .V Vhat doall thoſe Y Vhiſ] (peringy lots, 
,projets: ſignifi ? [s this. friendſhip ? Can 
Won good. by all this ?; VVhat.do you 2 
of ondition Do you ever Not 10 Tu 
ngly of-your cnmity againſt Ged -? Did you 
-c ' bſerye Wet a Fiperare'? vvicked- ſpirit ſh 
2 Vz uy 


paint. Jour Maker; EY wvere ns yy it, 
Tenfible"of - the 'danger-of ſuch a 
Halned "and prieved to: the very ſoul that you 
| ge againſt ſo good a God? wh 
Hhen hs confident / you can't but cry out vvith 
Þ a/thefirength- and'exrneſineſs of your ſoul for 1 by 
| = your -can't "Bur defire to meet vvith your ad: 
- vetfiry quickly; vvhilehe isin the yvay/ But if youſ R 
WY at all-of the Treachery and- Baſenely 
in your. heatt, ſearch, and'ſearch apaif 
out ©1gnorance,' and Blindneſs, 'and not the 
{F of your fate,” that makes you to know 
p by your* ſelf. >What; -are you'better thag b.. 
+ He yvas ſo* jealous of Hig'bvvirheart, thatY 
— ht ro tru{t'to his oyvn: Examination of? 
be defines the' preat Heart-ſeaxcher:to held | 
bi vvork.” © Are you more" txcellent than 
_ -»Þ, ter his- Converfion 2. Had he moxe reaſan 
oY _ dmplain' bf -himfelf thin you' have? Q- be uſþ 
- fejth tC'to Took vvithin, aud get Davids Candle and 
Takthorn to po'into'thoſe dat corners of your 
2. fon pvith jt, and!jt-may' be you may fee thi 
3 "i hin bwvHich may'make'your heart" to ake, and 
ES oe Fo r\Goynts © ro quiver, "and" your '{pirits to fail 
> werthit you,” "Paul vvas ſometime” 3s! confident 
pete TP, , he took no hotice of the Enmity that with 


At, 


LA 


"EIT. PG again} God, though he 'vvas as Wy 

'* 8 P ket is 'of Poyfon ; yet" before he cane 

_ > Ree ;the caſe" vvas/altered' v 

+> ASS he'vv another mind” Ce that ni l ſe 

bon im ad fe WI "Lord what wilt 

babe" me w* "a7 My novy thi Weſt's hard ki : 
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Tt for His Friend. "hom before he Tue 


Wit an Enemy, 
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IT. DIRECTION. 
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i hh v0 Di#ttion tothoſe w] Mich would be. a6- 
ted with God, ſhall be this: Ger 'an hum- 
Sheart, which is "the conle 6ſt of the forme. 


will $xalt none to this high honor of 
Fri ends, but ſuch” as have Low Thou 
ſoſetves, The humble, are the perſons ;that- 

mafe, theſe are they that he will conye 


i with; theſe are. the great Favors of (Hey 


[which God doth-delight to honour, 'F 
"The Lord is mich to them which "are « 


; heart, and ſaverb ſuch a; be of a contty 


-= «4 


% 


p 


-- \ 


Kt viſſte * 


"God if nigh to them, en Reyerence 


pany of ſuch,” that he can't endure; 
* far from him, | he mult have ther 


Pro im, alwayes under his eyes; as for thi od: 


ofies, he will to' be. ure not eres 


Is a ek 
"ek vs wo 


nfs ik bim 


'-doth 
dl of oo 


Y kent) God. takes fo jo uch” £0 Hplacenyy. 'R- 


1 


A ” « 3. 4 


we 


P\ 


he vill « for ot EC, 

* Ppeborrcy be a, vyant pit wot It's 
they may "hos gan themſelves as foes by 
God, they.. may-not know their Phyſitian vy} 
he is by them; .and-they, may take. their Friend f 
an Enemy, they may think God far off when 
| - Is near; but vyhen theix eyes are opened, and theirſ}! 
EE: - "Utemper i is. pretty yycll vyorn off, they vvill vvithii's 
Pins: wy thankfulneſs acknovyledge their Er: 
or; na | 
ey do ,not deſerve the leaſt look of KindnehÞþ 
Im. very but to _be_counted ſtrangers and 'ene-Þþ 
10S ; but God vvill let them knovv. that he loves 
like himſelf ; that is, like a God of Love, 4 
Es, and Goodneſs ; and that they, are the per-bg 
| Þ that he hath ſerhis heart upon ;; he vvill have 
The in his Bofome,. never leave. them nor far-fl 
Take & them ; and though theſe; contrite ones ma-g 
irhes look upon-themſelves. as loſt, yet GodlÞþ 
wm fave them, 'and they ſhall ing a Song off 
Bahk ry amongſt. his Geliyercd ones. - Again, 
: e Sacrih ces of God are a broken heart :. Abro-iþ 
. "REA. Fo A comrite Spurs, O God, thou wilt not 46% 
#þ YI Pſal, F1..17,. The proud Ganer he may bring : 
I xch, multitudes of, Rams and Sheep, 
OS nd ik Rivers of Oyl, and yet all this vvhile not 
BE. epted; There js another kind of Sacrihct ; 
at vwould. be. ren thouſand times more ace 
| to. God. "We tread that Sacrifites have been 
oF Prayers, long Prayers have. been rejed: 
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| Sabbaths, Nevv-Moons, and Solemn Aſfemblia 
the Lord hath ſom*times abhorted ;.but- vve. ne: 

b2- ver tead. thatihe deſpiſed the Sactifice of. an bom-Iſ 

b-- | 'i art, ie=Prayers of, ſuch alyvays.have an 
Ver”. ore ey. ot. « other ; their poor. perfor; 

vol: + manerh 
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they do, from their ſouls confeſs.thaffth 
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F Tale SOA era "da are © 
et mnclody, and povverful Rhetorick &., | ; 
6 Who are. the men rhat have moſt of Gac | 
pany? Who are they vvhich -he'doth 
muently viſit? Are they not ſuch-as look upon 
mſelves as the chiefeſt of finners? -Thefe are 
c p vvhich are vvrapped up. into)the-third Hea- 


then; > None have fo much of Heaven upon 
Et- j ts that vvonder that the + Earth 
hath Kilovy them up,” and that they: are not in” 


-O faith the: humble Soul,” God is the high 
owe God, and infinite in his Holineſs and 
iſtice ;: hovv then can ſuch a-Creature as 'I-ever 
ect "that he ſhould ſo much: as'caft this eye up- 
oc Yes, ſvveer ſoul; ſuch'is/theinfinjte cons 
pn and- goodneſs of God; that! he vyilÞ | 
her. look upon-:thee than another. And if'yi 
't: credit my-yvords,/ hear vohat: he ſpeaks 
| 7 fs. 7. 15: Thus ſaith tbehigh and loftyane. - 
ar anhabiteth Etermey, whoſe name' is Holy 
q HL.in-the high-and holy place, with. him alfo that 
& of 4 contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive. the ſporie. DLO 
Pf iche humble, and to revive the heart of / my.Conmte . __ | 
es. The thoughts of Gods Majeſty, Eternivy;' *.” 
« Holineſs 'may, and. vvith good.-reaſ6n-. tov © 
ve ze that Saul that, hath [ovv. thoughts of. it ſelf. -E- . © 
; \finger hath. cauſe cnough :to-'cry our” vyithi  - |; 
oniſhment,.Will God-look upon ſuchia vileſige ps 
ul yyretch as lam ? Will he that is infinjte- im RE - 
þ take any notice of.me, except, to ſhevwbig dif! 
lenſure againſt me? What ſhall I do? ſureſvchs 7 
jeature a4 cant: yvithout a Miracte have-a ſmile --"F 
rom God, ; God''may* indecd look /upon' wor | 
Þ, Wrath, and;yex me in his ſore Diſpleature; | 3 
x May juſtly: look me ata. Hell ; bur that! Wy 


Rt 
= A. 


_ *. a "abs > 4 * by : 4 h : - - 
*p + | ” Fri > M # . = 


-- Would albljasr me in- winds; or WE 

*  ipecial of me in -lowe; that yvould be: 
i. Wo - What, God: dvvel] vvith net 
| Yes; ak vas if thou haſt but high thoughts 


© bims and lovy-. thoughts of thy Telf'; COS —_— | 


© / they; thiokeſt-of:ithy ſelf,” the greater "og he 
= ſegs in thee-1+ God vyill not only look. upo 

- Shxg yvill-heronly; Knock at thy door, wc rs at 
ſe;10n give you a tranfirory- viſir;'but he 

Tome and:dvvyelbvvith [thee,”':!Novy dvvellin 

aks a continued -labode vvith: one, and thus G 

kr continue +vyith the Humble; never .removg 
"from them; for” any conſiderable? timez till -cter. ' 
hath aniend;: till himſelf, and the ſoul-ceafe 


- Ee, ,-vvhich wvilkbe never: | God vvillndt be a 
*; — to. cumble” Souls, : bve: he wvill: come: to 


them;. and brimg:that- along\wvith” him that- ſhall 
- make him; and:them vvelcome»109;': God never 
© emes itq his Briends, but hee brings good chear a. 
EE 5 'vvith: him. When the: Sou! gives\God-the 
Bn, entertainment, it-is all at his:coſt," his bread, his 
; his-vvine,. his: oyl;-hiscordials,” his rich 
\Where'God comes; /he'yvill keep a noble 
258 ad there ſhall be mirth-and''rich cheer good 
* i 66.1102 This ſaith theTLord;” Heaven is 
brote, and ;Egrth is my foot-fttol.: Whire 4: that 
oh L Js wilt; buehd me? © Hnd' whine 1s the':placd e 
aghirdfe? Fon. alb:theſe things bath'my band ma 
ali: afl; theſe things: hath x. faith the Lord; but 
by F2 7 nowirune will] hagh, ever to: blim that 5s oy and 
; ou fpefiti und\rrembletirat my word; God 
to/hgve loyv; thoughts: of: Heaven it felfin 
-” emypariſon of .an-humble ſout tr" This is the Pallice, 
= | th ze; this great! King wvvill- keep his Court; rhis 
he place of his reſt, God is not ſo mych"de- 
bly lighted - 
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ed' nd pleaſed 1n any of his-brave/Sears;/ 63 
his 'of an Humble | Heart; here *he: dwetleth 
Halt-commonly;; this was. the: great purchaſe"of 


flown'Son ;; this was {the Maſter pierce ofthis 


Swer: and Goodneſs; this was the 'Projeft' of 


| nite Wiſdom and counſel, What iſhall I do" to 


Bſaved ? 1s « Language that makes Hell in a rage, 
md Heaven' to» rejoyce. .God is never. fo well 
ſeafed as when he beholds the'beavty of his own 
ce ſhining in. a poor loſt ſeclf-debaſling-Crea- 
Ire.” The Spouſe 5s; adorned with Humility, 
ien- Chriſt gives her that viſit, Canr;-r, 4. (God 


«It 


_— 


an Rs 


Fhath. far more kindneſs ſor one: that ljes ynder'\g 


— ——_ 


Wnſe:of his own Vileneſs, that-thinks hjmſelfun- 


wr thy/to tread. upon Gods Farth;'or' to breath - 


@. bis Air, than for the 'moſt' confident righteous 
Phariſee' in the World: Such an” humble: Sogl 
ill be: much | in admiring 'of God; . andowilFfer 
"whigh price upon his kindneſs; @ fook, a ſmile Ju" 
t'O' how: wekome are they-'ts thoſe'pybr 
Fembling Ones+ Wherefore. God:doth: with'fre- 
veney!'and love viſit them z he knows that hecdh 
- be .onwelcemet to ſuch,./ they will count - 
ve-Hhigheſt. honour,” that the moſt high ſhould 
wmecmato them initheir low Condition. Where- 
We if you defire'to- have any_ intimate acquain- 
Wce with God, labour to be. 'more and- moye 
Sable: of your-'own- ynworthineſs, - ſtudy" your 
Sirt and - nature well, and be mere :icurions%#h 


Me lervance of the baſeneſs-and reachery2of - |... 


Sour! own Sovl:; 'endeavour [to haye as! menh * 
WMovplhts of your Telf'-as Paul had; who did net. 


Meek to call himfelf the chicfeft of finners, Humble . 3 


bar-felves' before | the! Lord,” and'he will rexatt 


Tou> he-rhar is lictte in-his own oye; |is:great/ih 
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+ © Sod; When'was it that Facob miet- with God; 
-- -. but when-be-bad been humbling ofhimſclf? a; 
wyoy may read at your leiſure,” Ger, 23, There iz 
any 2: profeffor that holds out many.a'year inf 
/. courſe of external performances, and yet: nevi 
—» Knows what it is to have any intimate /acquain-Y 
” - - tance. ot 'converſe with God: whereas 1 am per BY 
Fwaded, if the buſineſs were throughly examined, 
..- * would-be: ſound that they were never-made$ 
. Heeply ſenſible of their undone ſtate oue of Chrit, 
never undetſtaod the-'deſperate: depravedneſs of Y* 
- Jheir hearts,+and nature ;/ that they ntvet lay un- 
;- fer any lively ſenſe of their ſcparation-from, and 
> © "gnwiry againlt-God; and they were never brought 
- pf from their own righteouſneſs, and ſaw-them- 
- elves poor, beggarly; ſtarved Creatures. and in $3 
=. _ 1this condition+came to buy. Wine and Milk with- BF 
6008 nohcy, «hd:without price, But this humility, 5 
18 4s ab (excellent Grace, it -makes the ſoul fit for 
-the; richet enjoyments of God, - and todo God 
=> .the greateſt; fetvice.. Were-it poſſible that: God 
». .Ahould converſe' much; with ''® proud man,” he 
= Would make a ſtrange uſe; of -itp/he would fteal 
. 1God's 'Crownz: and put it upon his own head ; 
- but God .wovld not ,endure-\proud Angels near 
' ._ him, and. can. iti be expeted-ithat he ſhould take 
© proud: menin. their places ?' The mare any-one 
- "grows in Graces and acquaintance with God, the 
ore he ſecs of his own unworthineſs, the more 
= headmires Frec Grace, Why, 
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'b ting- more acquainted with God, they are 
' Fade more humble; and the one increaſeth the o- 
-" Ser. Thus the humble ſoul is- raiſed higher; and © 
"DF ligher, till he come to an eternal polſcſhon of Gad 
Tac higheſt Heayens. When. an umble. Saint $4 
"is.2s.it were ih Heaven upon Earth, be fcarce © | 
"Sinks himſclf worthy | to live upon. the Earth.” * 
"When any one. ſpeaks well of him, ahd admireth 
egrace of God. in bim, he looks upon himſelf as 
{unprofitable Servant, and he durit not aſſume 
e. leaſt glory to himſelf; not unto-me, not unto 
pe, but unto the Lord be the praiſe given. Who 
Im. poor wretch ? O' did you. but, know what.a 
eart Lhave, did you but ſec the workings of my 
SHovghts, could you but tell how things. are, in- : 
leed you wobold rather admire at Gods. patience, + 
Ten mans excellency. This he ſpeaks, not that he.is. 
' © gorſe than others, .but becauſe he -hatha m $3r 
fitual ſence of his ſtate than others haye : Neit cr 
Goth he ſpeak thus in proud Policy, thinking. fa 
make others to have a. better, eſteem of him. for 
this humility, but he doth really feel the preſſure.of 
Þ that . filthineſs of fin, which makes him thus: to. 1+ 
groan out theſe complaints.. The reaſon why Gal - 
doth converſe moſt with the humble, ,is becauſe; -_ -* 
they will be moſt thankful, and moſt fruitful, and 
Make - the Wiſeſt improvement -of his favours, 


Wherefore, if you value the comfort of a ſpirituz 
We, if you delire communion with Gyd, .if yaw, © > 
Would have-a Heaven upon Earth, endeavour: 


£ 3 
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t-an-humble heart: To walk humbly, and ta -. 
Rk. with God, go together, 4:4 wa 
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> Jf. you. wodld' be acquaifited with Glad, __ F 
Ht viſit bitn'6ften, be' much at His hovſe, - nock | 

#t his door many times in a day, ad reſolve, | 
tontinve Knockin "s till he 'open ; and” if he UB 

not. come” prefently, . Wait for him j' you wotild 

95s much for your Prince; and* it may be'toa 'Y 
- meaner perſon, We can't expat tobe ncquain. BY 
_tedwih ns that we will nbtcome near.- It is 
= to'vo purpoſe for that mati'to fprak of acquain= 
- > ance with-God, who” never ſpeaks to him; comes. 


EO him, or enquires aſter him; Neither: wilt s 


xc” viſit or two in a Tranfitory conipletmental 
anner ſerve the turn; a man miay do this, and 
tnot be ſaid to be acquainted with God. A 
ger: may come once to your houſe that was 


* /nover there, before, and never intends ko come 


OAT: So in Spirituals ; for ' ac- 


7 n . down amongſt your ſpecial Friends and inti- 
*converſe with God are no fuch 


you'can, : 


..5This is that which keeps many' 
| of wpers from {the life of Grace and” 
timiare acquaintance with *God, becauſe they 
#3 £0 ow not what thoſe more peculiar viſits of Go 
. mean; they underſtand not what it is to draw 
to God in ſecret ; they come not 'to him 
=p) more ſpiritual Acts. of Religion; they 
26, RR pray 


—_— - = 


— in their Farmilicey's yy aimey te % 

Fl om (bot-by the way, never let fuck - _-.* 
te "d.o the Knowledge of, God, who tall Nor. .. * 
mobi in their- Families) but what they do; "ie © 

tina poor formal” perfunctory manner be, 
ew "fleep and awake; and will you! call this 

act 4 with 'Gbd ? Will you call this an a# 

of Adoration and ſpiritual Worſhip? Is. if tobow 

Bona while before God, and to' read, or ſpeak. 

W: words, and there's an end? Their work 'is 
; their task'is done, and they are glad of Tt, 
t how, ſuch as thefe do not come into Gods: - 
Gambers; they come to his Honfe, as T'may6 
y but! they regatd\not vvhether' he be at 4 BY. 
ether they ſpeak to God, and: have an anſv 
m God or no : They cal indeed; but.defire nt 
= to be heard'; [they Knock, but are not! 4 
eful ro ſay till the door be: opened; Bur las, we” 
, ſuch-as theſe can't tell vvhat'it" is to enmoy. I 

pmmunion vvith God. They have got, it RE b 

be, into ſome courſe of external pans 

Teaſe 'of | the Example. of theit Super 
ducation, or, by being under the fund'« of Fe... 

6 pel, and from ſome force that natural confci- 

«doth put upon! them, vvhich vvill- not be con-"" 
except ſomething be done.” But ſuch as theſe. 
ly: not be ſaid to viſit God in that'manner that -- 
Wwe duld perfvvade them to, vhich yyould #0 = 
Wintcd vvith God; for "all "this they (anita? - 
at” veay-off from: God; and 'm raph. ©. 
rs and forteigners., Hovv fe | 
i their-knees- in ſecret ? Hovv rare a.thir 
pr ther vvith Ffauc, to go into. cy | 
+4 "They viti their Farms, * 
; they viſit Lin Svvine, they*x 
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ſes G vg 5 nf als. * FE d (Ps p: C4 "MY 

os Ry. I wo | | . ee Gn . 08 V. F. t, | >. 
EE fit” their. h. d Comp: yons, wv 
God and Chfit; their Bible, | their- Cloſet; 

FR AN | * ©» wm x J F*. * 
WW "Hearts are fqrgotten, and ſeldom or never-viſite 
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'And' is this- true kindneſs to ones ſelf ? Is ita 

_**, Wiſdom to ſlight ſuch a Friend. as God would be t 

> us; andto make ſo; much of ſuch ſorry Compank 

=. .ons? Oftupidand.dull ſouls-! O'whatdo wemean 

- © ſo ſtrangely to. forget our ſelves! For-yyho is like ff 

to gerby it, God or vve, vvhen vve come and feed ii 
at his Table; :and ſpend upon his coſt2; O. little- do 
cople. think vvhat they might enjoy, vvould they UW 

purpoſely ſet themſelves to meet vyith -God, and 

80. to his houſe vvith a ſtrong. reſolution. not th 
.---. come avvay from him till they bave- ſeen; him, or Ui 
WV Feard from him. Novv the great duties in vyhich Bl 
| * "the ſoul- may be ſaid to viſit God in, and in vvhich iy 
'S God doth many times give out much of himſelf to fi 
the ſoul, are theſe: | 

+: 2. Solemn Meditation. fo 

2, Secret Prayer. nd 
3. Faſting, | - £4; 1 
== = 4, Community. of Experiences, and Communion BY 
= - vvith the Saints. | 


b 


4 
. - 
- - 


he Soul doth fix it fell Wh 


glory of another vvorld, &-c. This is, as it vvere| 

- going out 't5 meet the Lord, and to takea vvalk 
our Beloved; this is the getting / up- 4 

punt ph aa to take a ſurvey. of tha gal 

'Land.. When the ſoul doth: as it vvere, bath ir ſc 
'the Contemplation of . Chrifts beauty, and la 

- > bours to, enamour. it ſe}f more and more vvith his 
© Hove; and to throvy it ſelf, as I may ſo ſay; _ 
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yas thats, O vvhat manner of {oye is this! 
I vyere, fick of. love! O that I might die 

zof love ! O that I'vvere' once; in the embraces 
ny deareſt. Lord and Husband !. O that I could 
@ nothing elſe A and night,  but- praiſe,. loye, 

d.admire this infinite boundleſs love ?. And did 
pit indecd offer up his life! for, my lin?” Dil he. 

& think. his precious heart-blaod too dear fax - 

And ſhall I think my heart-loye. too dear for 

in? What, for me, Lord, vyhich am the'<hi 
l of ſinners! Here, here's kindneſs. vvith a vy 
aels. Stand ſtill, Q-my ſoul, . and admire,. an 
lhoking upon this lovely. fi ght till: thou art. all'on 

te. Theſe arc. pure flames, here thou needef 

dt to fear to exceed ; vviden thy ſoul, let thy ak 
, Bietions run vvithout controle. *More fire, IT 5 

yv hard, . it doth yet. but ſmoke :: O for _ oe 
qa the altar! Ofor more fire, more fuel}, © 
Q.that my heart vvere vehemently inflamed in 

+ ſiron ngeſt love to him, vvho till deferyes-a. By 

duſand times mores! Help me all ye A to” * 

s and adore his marvellous loying Findae|he7 > L 
wit is a Friend to .Publicans and wang © 3 
id, or ſuch a.one_as I;had never been, 

of Hell... O love, . love,. love ! What thalll 
per unto the. Lord? © that men vv | 
Lord for his goodneſs, and -for-his. n does 
works to the children of men! O vyhat mcan- 2 
thou, O-my ſoul, that.thou att, yet ſo cold 2... 
Fae , avvake Plalcery and Harms my {lf 4 Pet 


avvake. 4 > 
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arms, -O he: veer okfite of Divine LY 
tranſcending” all carnal Aﬀetons !- "7 | 

fin . that is'at this vx far furpaſſing hy- 
n oral O the fweet bonwora by 
and the-Soul gives cach other at wc 

[ appeal to the experience of thoſe thay; 

; Sn much exerciſed tn this great Du of 
b Meditation, if they have been in good carnelt in 
the Work, I am confident. they can ſay ſomething 

A ID this point. What ſayeft thou, O Chriſtian, Wi 
=> which art uſed to imitate 1ſae ? Didft thon never 
meet with" anothergeſs Companion than © Ke-! 
ck As he met mith a Wife, ſo thou haſt 
With thy Husband? When thou haft been 

e Field, ro Cloſet, at this work, hath not 

\ Gini then taken you by the hand, 'and led you 
into his Garden, and made- you to taſte of his 
fant Frujts ? ? Hath he not me you into: 

/ þ houſe, and brought out fome” 
vt is ainties ? Are not hoſs Fla 
wore. full of Spirit, more Cordial, and refreſing 
ban W e2? O little. do any but thoſe 'who have: 

2 | ried: t think what «life they mi hr lead, if they 
>” "Would with ſeriouſneſs engage in Nis duty ! Speak 
WM - Bo & graciqus ones, that make conſcience of this 
ul [- ng wy ſpeak | F beſeech 'you, wy 
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ot other 4 Lins © of God to you ; 
Fed On the praiſe : It may be by 
,Feneur ng- your. Experience, hundreds may 
} No ſet upon the ſame work, and hun-. 
Tier nay alſo have the ſame experiences.- What 
"x3 Have you not found the benefit of 
luty ? Did you never find Meditation a ſweet 
ok «K? Was it worth your while or no to ſeque- 
your ſelves a while from the World to talk 
hyou Beloved? Did you ever repent you of ; 
vr, and think your time loſt ? And have 
not been able toſay, that at ſuch and ſuch a 
& when you were in the Mount, that it was 
& being there? Could you not have been al-" 
if content to have left the deareſt Relations, + 
W to have quitted your Intereſt in all Creature» 
iorts, fo you might have had fuller enjoy- 
its of God? Could you not have been con- 
ed to paſs from Contemplation to Viſion and. 
tion? Why, ſpeak then for the Lords ſake, 
wor the ſake of Precious Souls, and keep not 
a thing as this is in; let. your unexperienced 
bours know what a Soul-raviſhing., and 
raiſing Duty Meditation is. Let me ask thee. 
i readeſt theſe Lines, did you ever try what, 
was in this Doty of Meditation ? I Suppoſe, 
MN g converſe much with ſuch Rooks as ſpeak-- 
ommunion with God;*you: can't. but deſire --. 
ing of it, ' and I am perſwaded you have; 
tin wept ſince . you. began, to read: this 


ied 
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ot > think how little you Experience ;. I "a. 
you would be glad with-2ll your. Soul, to 
Fwhar i it is to be acquainted with God,” 
© fuch a Friend a1 have been ſpeaking 'of.- 


me ask ””_ again, ag 200 ever.try. 
what. 
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what Afediration is? (You 'may read much oft 
"excelleticy of this Duty, and direRjons about 
in Me. Baxters Saints Everlaſting Reſt) did ya 
Ever get .out of the world, and intenſely fixyai 
heart and thoughts upon. any of hoot ioug A 
tributes of God? Did you ever ſet: before you 
eycs his love in Chrilt > If not, Otry and fally 
this work ſeriouſly and ſpeedily, and you. ſhy 
ſoon find the ſweetneſs of it 3 you will ſoonh 
that you loſt many a good meeting, many a da 
ty bit for wart of going for it, A carnal world 
heart TI muſt confeſs may poſhbly ſpoil this Dut 
as all others, and grow formal in it,, and be we 
of it, and caſt itoff (though, let me put in 
+1 believe its marvelJous rare for a Hypocrite t 
Have any thing to do in ſuch a ſecret duty asth 
3s) -but if they were trug to the intereſt of thei 
.-own Souls in the management of this work, | 
confident they would be every day, more at 
more jn love with this duty : For I am perſw_g 
.ded that when the Soul is in good carnelt, pay, Wi 
can {peak it poſitiyely, there is no. duty doth 6 
much raiſe and Warm the Soul;' there is nodu 
- wherein the. poeple of God enjoy his ſweet con 
pany .more than jn this. This opens the treaſure 
of Gods kindneſs; this takes his Love-toke 
-and preſents them to the view of the Soul: tl 
unlocks the, Cabincts, and fetches aut: thoſe pit 
*c10us Jewels ; by this the Soul dath, as it wel 
talk with its Beloved; and in. this Clift do 
as it were, take the Soul by the hand, and lead! 
+." wnto+ his, Palace, and ſhews it all thoſe gloric 
RT "DNES which it ſhall ſhortly have in her polſ 
fon for eyer. And how can this chooſe but £ 


pethe Soul. to cxpreſs its gratitude 4 
bt | , 


tn 
joh 


, of iq 3 : 6 , :, ; oF 
Ms > "7 : ; I. þ + « 


WO, et 
ganfwer to ſuch love; and whenthe ſoul is 44 . + 
ame, Chriltwillnort be behind-hand with her, 
ve ſhall: be loſtbetween them : If the Epouſe 
but to look for her Beloved, ſhe ſhall find him 
the bath done, ; 
Another duty by which the Soul doth. Viſit 
[na ſpecial manner, is Secre: Prayer; by this 
Soul knocks, and God is/ quick' of hearing, 
Fnone of his-Friends ſhall wait without doors 
ng as:to Catch cold. By this the - Soul: doth 
were" ſtorm Heayen, by this it gets-jnto 
Preſence Chamber, | and preſents irs requeks. 
is. duty a Chriſtian doth as it were return-the 
Lof Heavens Doors, and\by this he: unlocks 
loorof his own Soul; and ſo there is free- ac- 
ton both ſides, the Soul Viſits God, andGot 
s the Soul, and this creates an intimacy, ; The 
t wounded Creature opens his wounds, anfl 
þ the great Phyſician comes with-the. Balnz of - 
led, When Facob ig thus weeping and praying 
ne, he meets with God, he meets a ble\ſhng,, he 
awtles, he conquers. This duty of Secrer Prayer, 
that other of Meartation, two [atning 'di;- - 25 
by which the Souls of Believers gome-,to* + +4 
& Table, and eat, and drink of {trengthening*” > 
d; and for'want of theſe, many poor ſouls@4e ** 
O why do Chriſtians, why do Profeſſorg 
tain no fajrer Correſpondency with God wn. 
duties wherein he doth manifeſt himſelf 
{than ordinarily to the Soul? The reaſon of: 
nay be becauſe - God accounts himſelf more 


y honoured, and more truly loved by theny 

jare much in theſe, than by others. By-ths 
n-doth as it were honour the goodneſs 'f - 
Hh that it ſhows it worth as while 10-ſteal- * 8 
Wy: | 3 our. © 
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= "on Earth togo to God; He-honours the 
& *- - of God, by being carnelſt for what-God hath pre 
.- _ miſed though -it be unfeen.5* he honours the; m- 
niſciency-of God, by cofitenting\himſelf-yil 
Eye and his Ear alone; he ſan&ifies his Omnipte 
ſence, by believing that his God can hear him, an 
be with him in what corner ſoever he creeps 'l 
to. 1.might ohyy in ſpeaking of .the excelle 
cies of this duty, but 1 refer it rather to anothy 
| Place. But I would not be miſtaken inwhat 1 hay 
Helivered, as if 1 would by this exelude Family: 
7 Prayer, no, far be it from me ; for God inthe 
__-doth/many times exceedingly refreſhhis. But bs 
- <auſe a'man can't poſſibly. judg fo well of himſe 
by publick Prayer, as he can by ſecret: And h 
poctiſie and pride, do not uſually- fo much atten 
Tecret duty as more publick. Tts poſſible in mote 
mee duty, that-a man may be much raiſed, 4 
/be very warm, and high in his expreſſions, and al 
molt Raviſh the hearts of his Hearers, - whereas | 
=> > may be all that while acted only by a proud hear! 
= and forought Fknow, the Devil himſelf may hel 
+. @man' thus to pray ſometimes. This I am cot 
=  fidentof, he is not afraid of ſuch prayers as thek 
Which tend ſo much to the heardening of a'5in 
E7 and\'makes him believe that his heart is vvarme 
with Communion with God, when as it is pofhit 
Mis nothing but a ſecret ſelf-plcaſing, that: thol 
that joyned with him, might think very highly 
Him, as'one that was paſſing Spiritual in his p 
- formances. © O the heart'of- man is deep, al 
_ deſperately full of Deceit! But now, there is noi 
+. .- |, of this-Temptation in ſecret Cloſer prayer, ali 
& - - there-aSoul may be more particular in-its'com 
51% 2008 \ Whit plaint 
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wlly; the hy ON ck be Uk: 
_ i Ne Pradife and Experience of 
er We oy [pions this Duty. David would 
it ſo oft at midnight, "if he had 
Wer z altby it. Peres. would ſearce have for- 
to at, when hewaS'an hungry, excepthe had 
I ith « birt. 2 Corner to ſtay his Stomgth. ©" 
"Paſtin; efpeciall rivare Faſtins,"is' inſt 
bBiey, % Neroln God pes the Soul, andthe 
viſits God. This is as it wete Execution-ay, 
euiy when the Sou! brings out all the Enenyes 
God to be Crucified? this is the day wherein the 
"= arc ſearched for, "brovght our, 7 nt: buried, 
round to Powder, and theſe are "things whit 
Y 0 will come to ſee with much delight. By this 
"$&Sovul is as it were adorned, her Deformities' 


p 4 and ſhe is trimmed up to meet her Be= 
, When a Saint fafts from ſin, and abſtains 
bfenſuat Pleaſures, then it is many times feaſt- 
God, and refreſhed. with Spiritual efſjaſe 


> Another ſeafoh, wherein God meets the Foul, | 
[he foul 45 viſited by God is, when Chriz 

. are. met togerhet” to communicate experix 
I, or to Uiſcourſe toget ther about | the B Ther! 


s' of God. What though moſt of the So | q: . 


aham 'd; to own Religion when' it is out'6fft- 


X 4 ſhion? _ '.@ 
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- call upon his Nan rilt ſays, - 
Og anPrepees, them, he 
- the gugiber one th Je will be in 4 
"of em: And though they:darc but 

| maybe, and their meetings to obſerve 
do good to.ous angſhers may be. 

| Magitrate; . and, 
do.in;this kind, muſt be 
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rer- is td he had'in: everlaſting. | 
»16 1 ſhould Appeal to the people'of- 
is chat eoideps this: ſolemn Feaſt, 'and-as/ 

thow their hearts were affected, do*they not 
i zeir Heads and Hearts, and. adore that 
eſs that ſhould Savez: Feed, and Feaſt 
ir fend. Puniſh, Kill, .and Damn others? Are 
not thoufands that can tell you, that Chriſts/ 
ſh>is Bread'\indeed, and his Blood: Drink in- 
02. .n0- Proyifion': ſo great, no ' Banquet 16i 
weet ,'ifo Noble: © No Entertainment:compara- 
$a that which the Princely Jeſus giverh-to his: 
Souſe inthat: Ordinance: The- King brings'her! 


7 © ipto.the Banqueting,- Houſe, and his Banner over' 


1s Love : ſhe is then- made to/underitantd;; 
pBet: the: Kiſſes ob His Lips:do- breath Life, and: 
Sat His Viſits at ſuch a time, uſually leave behind). 
| KL m :more-ſpecial Teſtimonies of the largneſs'of: _ 
> Heart, the lovelineſs of his 'Nature; and-of 
hs matchleſs Excellency. Speak Chriſtian, 'what' 
Hoſt thou ſay to-this? Canſt thou not ſubſcribe' 
——_ Art thou not able to-ſay , that then thou? | 
t'taſted and ſeen, couldſt thou not theniper - 
t and invite all. thz poor ſtarved hungry Souls' 
we World, to come and See, and Taſte'?: Art: - 
_hou not able to. fay, come, + and T vvill-tell yow 
that Chriſt hath done for my Soul?,ghet me-ask 
bat Saint that hath been Feafted ime, and: 
j oft , what he' thought of his inment-:: 


Vere-you not made Welcome i ?. Washotthejoy*" bt 


f the;Lord your ſtrength ? Was not 'the. Prog! 
pon that the world entertains her Friends with,” 
mean, courſe, unfavory, compated-with it-Z 
Which was beſt, the) Husk; or the Bread; and 2 
atted Calf, the Garlick and Onions, or. the --] 
Wo Mannay - - 
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| ED heated oak 
- ivity is not a diſparagement -to their F 
inquire- further, and you: ſhall, be 1nfc 
theiriexperience be not too bigfor tobe : 
in- words. How+6ft haye ſome!'of : Chuilts Fa þ 
Yourites, aftar they. have Dined withitheir: wan 
been led forth into the Garden'to Walks and" Oh 
the delightful. Shades that they.hgve- ſat: under) 
- At-another+timez;/Chriſt; not Sz n, - hath; carriz o 
ed them as it were in his. Arms,” and-Boſome, and | 
- ſetthem upon the-Pinacle of » the: Fempley not to 
make them/giddy,: and | hazard their Fall, but-t6 
'  Ieffthem vunderſtand-how much he! hath lfoired 
- them before others, and as long as they are' up. 
,on, that preat, Corner - Stoney no Storms” tan 
S - ſhake; in. Chriſts'-Arms: no fear of : falling”: At 
| another time, -'the Soul hath been carried into 
28" Mount: of God, and there ithath ſeen* Chrift 
: pred;--and beheld fo much Brightneſs, 
Gary and; Majefty- in him, that hath refleRed 
y, upon itſelf, and even Transfigured the 
” Soul, r at its ſcarce like it ſelf. 'and there it-conld; 
= its good being here ;- and\then,-Chriſt hath 
7 Soul lift up its Eyes and-look np'to the . 
round from one {ide to the other, 
g the viſible Heavens by. Faith, to | 
lefſed ; Well, -all this i3 thine, to 
Luvs will I-give it, I purchaſed it, | have"paid 
— it, and ?tis thine, and/live like one'that- is 
> worth more than a worldyg Ive upto your'E- 
D ate, expect -that ſhortly f ſhould ſer you-in the 
-- Po '& all: And as for 'the World; took 


vapor that, if it be worth the acceptifis;5fo 
much 


jeb'of it arts for Greg wel.” 
O-did wear Chriſtians 'but- know” what b+ 
meth, joy;'and Comfort this Ordinance doth 

A believe they would not be ſo hardly pef- 

8 to come when they are- invited + Did 

But underſtand how ſweet,: how ' wholeſome, 

7 dainty the Diſhes are which Wiſdome pre. 

s;* could they ' but conceive. what ſati i 
and fulneſs there is for the- empry ; what joy, 
ney ſor” the Mourning, and Diſconſolarez 

hat trengrly and quickning forthe Weak T 
S ready to think that they would ſcarce be'f> 
1&abſent from the Lords Table : Bur think hot 
that every one that' fits down is made'ſo wells 
"Frome, nor that Chriſt gives his Dainties,toftrans 
ou or'enemies; many may come and Receive, 
"and not only Feed upon a piece of Bread, and 
-Drink two or three Spoonfuls -of Wine | 
and really, if this were all the Proviſion that-a - * 
Saint vvere to have, it were ſcarce worth ſo.{p>: 
mn an Invitation : It's poſſible to comethither © 
"tecat and drink your own. Damnation, and-inz = 
Read of ah affeQionate Treatment to--be-diſmiſs 


with a Friend, how comeſt thou hither,'not- 3 


having on the Wedding Garment. "Yet: the ſen 2 
.{fble Hungry burthened Souls, notwithſtan 4 

$5294 fears may come, nay they muſt, -andit$ - 

ttle leſs than giving Aﬀent to Satans calumnjes 

ich he raifeth againſt Chriſt and his wayes%t6 
rear its too ungrateſull a Contempt of one of 

he ekcellent Cordials which the great” Lie 
ſos th provided for the 'recovering- and ftren 
n of his poor ſwooning Patients; anda 7 
| wn, its too like a fooliſh being -ford' of bh 
Or Sin {yod Sore, when we bers 4 the comb 
197 fortable "op 
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NL -* "erneſs-of a Husband, and the Sweetneſs: of 
> Holy Spirit, doth ſo freely offer, Perſwadgyl 
Command: the Spirit, ſaith Come, and the Y 
groom faith Core, and why ſhould not het 


_ _  fay- apainſt the” Excellency of -Reſt?.. Poor: ſick 
Soul, what Fault canſt thou find -with Eaſe, 
"Health, and Strength ? Poor guilty Soul,-that 
Jooks 'vpon thy: ſelf as next to Condemned: 
What harm woyld a Pardon, and the publick Sea- 
ling of it do thee? Who would think that man 
 -dungry; (that had rather cat Afhes than, Bread 7 
= Who would judge that perſon thirſty , that had 
© matherdrink Gall, Tears, and Wormwood, + than 
> -She-clear refreſhing Streams, - that come from 
Fw Ahat- Rock,./the Lord Chriſt? Will you: never 
= > that-Chriſt invites you, look into the 
= Note that he: hath ſent out his Servants with, 
- whoſe Name do IRead there? Whoare the per- 
© ſons that are Ifvited? Of what Rank and Qua- 
-  Jity2 Are they the Great Ones of the .V Vorld? 
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"'N þ 1 4 Goooied Phariſees ? | Why,: I find none of 
F in' the Writing; Who are they.then that 
&  maycome with Confidence to draw water out: of 
Wo thete Wells of. Conſolation, ? The Poor in Spirit, 
> the Hungry, the Sick, the Wounded, the. Loſt ; 

6: theſeare Pools of Betheſda, where the Angels of 


b. LS .and where is it kter for the Impotent, 
lie, than. there where. 2. es 


tor, a'Viſir., or Cure, V 


cannot miſs of a 


do you think of 
. this 


_ = 0? rae -of a 3h the Love, and'Tey- 


that is a Thirſt come thankfully, humbly, ſpeedily, 
Well how,” poor-weary Soul, what haſt thov to 


; 0 One 3 
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Y Are they the Leamed? Are they the Proud, and' 


FE - the Covenant do oft. Deſcend, -and Move: the | ; 
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is poor * Mm are CG -fetihes « a 
ak; or doth. Chriſt, and if he: fay- it, whocan 
Zonul it 2 Will be, can he be worſe: than|his 
4 knew he. is: uſually better, but never 
fof his Promiſe; will: you  Credit-the Expe- 

3 of - Chriſtians, have they - not ſcen, have 
not known, have - they fot; felt; yea, have 
all your Spiritual ſences been exerciſcd, and 


IF af thattime when the King hath been/ar 


Table? One is ready to ſay, if ever I could 


have left the World at a minutes warniag, and 
have ſtept iramediately into Eternity, it, wag thes 


n. mine, eyes beheld the King in his-beauty, 


es he held out his Golden Scepter unto me, 


ind took me into his Imbraces. Yea, whenithe” 
Miniſters of Chriſt preſented me with the Jewels © 
-_ Bracelets, and ask't me whither I would go - + 
with them to Chriſt ; my Soul made a ſpeedy and - 7 
*thankful reply, my Heart and Love is his, and-hiy _* 


will I be for ever.  O that I were once ſafe in his 
-Armes! O that might live wath him, andnever 


part! O when ſhall it Pe Come Lord Feſus, _—_ o 
quickly, I remember I have heardit reported: af ©: 


| ar Reverend, and Holy man 'of God Maſter © $ 


© Allen (who lived at as high a rate- as/molt.on 
© this fide PerfeRtion and Glory) that he was before, © | 
Phe dicd in very rare ſeraphique 'raptures of.Jay ' 
"and Love, ſo that he .could not chuſe hut Kr 
> out- into. unuſual Expreſſions ,of Praiſe ,. ſuck.as; * 
- theſe: Ten thouſand praiſes to the Kinffof- Saints x4 


© for the freeneſs, and. riches of his Grace to any! 


poor Soul ; let every corner. of Heaven; ring: 
With Hallelujahs ; let all the Angels ol me to» _ - 
praiſe th incomparable, lovely , lorious! 7 
g the Joys that. he ſeaſts my ned gt 4 
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ee” & fuch' More pure Divine Joys, «x 
$A &--£-4 Lords Table; and then ; - 
p-. tb both Spirit, that my Natond | 


=, cept ſuſtained by a' Miracle, could ſcarce | 

| Lg _— eight of Comfort. O the unſf 

® pa nc Ran. ng oo Chriſt in that Ori 
bk: e of his ſometimes ! Iha 

E = n—n dear Brother ſay, that for gy 

| - 0 et, bc ſcarce ever | failed of ſome Wh 

E.. 0a _ rep 5 love at, that great Ordinanee,\ Þ 

q n bk --ty , inſtead, of comforting, and in. Ul 

x: ging che yoo Saint, bring him into grea. I 

50-29 wry c pondings Judge not therefore | 

FS pe i a TIFERY all Gods Children; nor - 

E Hp tet, oor to have ſuch large Diſcoveries {& 

[,- OS is reſerved for Heaven ; ſome | 
b: £ tave tor. Amar ſome a double, ſome five 'Þþ 

<p Seay an their Brethren let all be thank- BY 

3 5A ay Joſep pos inſtead of a Prifon, givea 

2 4 =D ig m e himſelf known to us to be 

Io: A: -e ove him, admire. his con- 

I C: At on, — to wonder that he doth 

or SY 4 —_— than repine that he doth -{ 

4 0 DOE, haſt EO ar 

n ings after Chriſt, a ( 

* pgs ne, be tuna hardneſs, unbelicf, -and indir Wk 

engrrah + rnd; 5 it _—_— ou more whol-. . 

- » and fitter 'for. the preſent . 
E- Yikes - Wine. partes of thy Soul, hag thoſe 
F : [thy beg ” perhaps they would fly up iato 

* þ iow _ thee giddy, proud, 'and _ 
A bp: + Wario! mn #-oh Se wo but well rouge poor, 'and 
EA? #, "ove als thankful for a little; and a 

prot $ from 7 Table to'an' har” 


Soul, 


on XY " 


bt better — edn & end wieUs © , 
es,-or could witbout a Miradte: of Kindneſs” 
Eexpetted ; tniftake me not; as if I would have 

ans fir down: fatisfied with little or no:com- 

that Ordinance ; no, *tis quite another de- 

at I am carrying on; *tis only 4. hint to 
grace z my great work at prefentis, to 
ken diligence in Preparation, and to raiſe the 
s' Valuation of that Ordinance, and his Ex- 
itions from Chriſt in it. Tfay again, Chrilt 
oportions his entertainment to the'di- 
Feat, humble preparations of the Sout 
i meet him; they that trim their Lanips, and © 
- Ol in them, are _ molt like ro-meet that _ 7 
zroom with Joy ; he that bath on the Wed-- + 7! 
gGarment, can't miſs of a Welcany; an = «5 
hg - and faithful Servant is moſt likely, ro 4 
th 'Mafters commendation, and to enter into his bi 
dy;.. But : more or leſs, every ſincere Soulat 
q | time or another, wilt meet with Refreſhinetic / 
that Supper; and amongſt all the rare Diſhes - 
it are ferved up, —_— but ſome willbe 
table (if not ally to a hungry, SpiritualStomack, 
can ſcarce_leave 'this ſweet Subject, the . time * 
raws nigh, and the Servants are ſent out to itj- 
vi , and thou,. O'my Soul, att one of the Guellg 
fr are bidden. Hark, methinks thear a Royat */- 
bring WWhoſoever is. a thirſt, let ham come” 3 
arink of the Waters of Life freely : Merthinks* a2 A 
*ilver.- Trumpet of the Gof and Divine." 

' & ſounds: a. Jubilee ; Methinks:th r echoes» , A : 

th a Taknge Hannany, ſomewhat like* that,” 

, ke 2. 14. Glory ta God in the higheſt, aid; on 

wr rth 30M, Good-will rowards min, Dowt the 

iy Heavens ring with thoſe Bleffed Words; A 
SAVIOUY 


, boy 
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erty! An in ongregations 

he Saints, and. AS] gnes, cry, Hall 

Hallelu jab, _Hallehyahg.. 1 bad. 4 

done, /but the Feaſt-is fo* ſweet I mult .falf 

gain* rp g0 no Sutin: the more | feed #,” the 

more hug yet. the. more fatisfied, tt 
-more deb ge s nothing. but Fulneſs 
wore delghre and Bu, may be written upon every 
| With; the Royal noble eveilaſing, Bourey, ma 

Oe ogjer before every Cou All - tit 


Bondsare thrown in and Cancelled ; all our 
forgiven and paid, the great Surety ſhews, 
the Acquaintance long lince granted.'in the Court 
Heaven, bow its given in to the Court. of Con- 
Jie The bloody War is concluded by a hap, 
, and firm Peace: God is no longer « Judge 


Enemy, but _ now. the Soul hears bo 
| Friend, Father, Husband. - The Chal: 
gies of Law, Conſcience, and Satan, are now 
need, the Inditements againſt the. Soul are all 
Juaſhed, the. Soul may walk now at liberty, and 
Fg Arreſt; who' can lay .any.; thing to the 
© of Gods Ele? its Chriſt, that juſtifics 


ie "MY drank . the bitter Cup, pes 
TRE vec. which, is . ſpiced wit Grace and 
- Chriſt hath purchaſed the , Crown - for: 
- and. taken the roſs to himſelf, he took 
BS and-gives thee the Robes, he:becam 


t thoy maſty become Rich, he empties! 
i- 
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ve to his People. 
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is nothing... chat thou. mighteſt from, vvorſe 
nothing polleſs all things; and what»now xe- 

& but .that: with. the greateſt Gratitude; . you 
tof Chriſt's Offer , *wvhenſoever he, invites 

c his Table ? What doth better become thee, 
[the deepeſt Reſentment of the higheſt kind- 
and a-grateſul Cloſure,yvith all che Overtures 
EDivine Goodneſs? O happy. are the,Pcople 
tare admitted to: this Intimacy ! Happy-are 


& Souls that know the Worth, the uſe of this 


dinance, and make it their bufineſs wiſely.to 


prove it. . O what an Opportunity. have ſuch of , 
mt here! - What Requeſt may they not- then 


e granted! And vyhen-Chrilt is giving, .whas 


WI he, vvhat can he deny, theru which have, his 


art already? 1 have been the more large in.this 
uſe -it was the particular Requelt of -one,ot 


[Brethren a Reverend Miniſter, that inthe.next-/.'7, © 
ition, I would not. forget . that Ordinance;in 5 
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ich God uſually doth molt fignally difcover:hig' 
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Mt th:; thou -mayelt be filled' .he was; 
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fyou would get Acquaintance vvith God, get | fi 


fiſt along with you, vvhen. you. go. to.Godz i 


b.are_ like to ſpecd no" way : fo. ſoon ,as..this: 


e under Heaven, by which, we can be ſaved; 
by. the Name of | Chriſt; , and. . whoſgever 


by; Nay,.let me ſay, all that have ſaid:-before; , 0 | 
ihes nothing. at all without this, There. no; - ' 
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nes to the Father by Him, He will. in go wiley ' 
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out. God can't deny his own _ any _ Wn 
= TX Wet : 


y : aaomry Hee of wy 
and Talthire Love. = Aid him more Honour aff 
-all the Saints and Angels in the World, His Sox 
the Lord Chrilt, hath*ſuch an-intereſt jn his 

ther, that he can as foon'deſpiſe his own Hon 
as to refuſe any Jon that is preſented to Hitt 
is Son. 'If Chrilt come unto him, "arid ſay; Fa: 
Nr, here is #'poor finner that I have undertaken 
for, and that flew to me for Refuge] Look upon 
. - him for my ſake; Why the Fathers Arms are pre. 
fently open; he will nor reje& his Sons Petitis 
6ns.-. The truth of it is, this is the greateſt cauſe 
'——, &f the miſcarriages of poor Creatures, that'ps 
&”/about to'do that themſelves, and by themſelves, 
-. which they can never do'alone, They" go' to God 
'” all alone, and/no wonder then'they. mett with 
. , Frown; for there is no Name under Heaven, by 
Which a man can be ſaved, but by the Name of 
* Chriſt, and'our of Chriſt: God is a Conſuming 
: J Fire; and there is but one Mediator, © the Man 
x = Chriſt Feſus: And there is but one Advocate with 
_ the Father, jeſus Chriſt the Righteous. That 'whith 
'L - Joſeph faid of Benjamin, God ſaith of Chriſt, ex; 
cept You bring Benjamin along with you, you 
\ ſhall not ſee my'Face ; © except you bring Chrilt 
%” along | with- you, you. ſhall not ſee my Face; 
ke \Thiere is a notable Story which is commonly by 
=, Wvines applied to our preſent pprpoſe, * and As 
nol obey good Reaſon; | it is concerning' a Law 
the Moloſſians, where whoſoever came to; 
King. with his Son in his Arms, ſhould be! 
ted into Favour, let his Fault be what it will, 
So Jet a Man be what he will before, yet if he 
| ge to God: in i Ctriſt, he cart be thruſt oy 
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tefore, 7 thon wouldeſt have: any: Duptcs 
b-o#0 God, beg ſor a Chriſt to, bear, thee | 
any into the/Prelence of Gd; I will tell 
ar your Comfort; Chriſt hath a loving defi 
Jeart to do ſuch Othces'of Kindneſs for poor 
BRacors that underſtand- ſomething of - their 
ger. If you ſce your ſelf loſt for want of -Re- 
Kiliation with God, Chrift he ſtands ready. to: 
you into hjs Fathers Houſe, . ,O did you but: 
# how , willing he is -to bring _undone loſt, 
_itents to God, , it would make your heat leaps. 
hin . you, for. joy. Bchold how oft he agks 
fr. you ; what doth that Sinner meat: to Ruing! 
ſelf ? 1awould with all my heart bring- hin 
Eof. all thoſe Perplexities, and undertake tos 
e God and him; Friends, if he would be yo 
ed by me ; and. upon this account he ſends-11 
| down many Hundreds of his Miniſters to-.t 
nr rs'as much, that they may not be anteans” 
laltingly. Doth not Wiſdome: call ? --Doth\ - 
th Crit” Plead the Caſe, .and Expoſtulate WikRyr. 
to $? And who would nat, that hath'any uns! 
x aanding at. all of' his State-out of Chriſt, with 
w: poſſible thankfulneſs be encouraged. to \acgept:y 
if s Kindneſs ?. Chriſt hath done as-much as this" 
{es to already for many Millions, ,and his; Fa»: 
Y, never ſaid,to him, Son, why do- you trous! © 
+ {your ſelf and. me with ſo many.of theſe -wret-; 
nf Creatures, let them alone to take pe 42 
Maſe. Where did God cver expreſs himſelfin;; 
be! manner ? Didhe ever take it unkindly that his © 
Would every day bring ſuch Gueſts: 16, his-- 
ne We,” and be continually begging one Boon'or 
+ a for them, or putting up ſome Petitions up-; . __ * g 
if Account, or pleading 5 A his Father pred, ; 
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offend.” Is Got dif pleated? 

7 Ne nol fig recall 

N,  axhigh 40+ bting them'? an bark Þ 
tend Son more willing/to fave the Signaus re 
is: to be Saved? O Kindneſs; ' Chrilt loves! 


- better than he loves himſelf? And asT! Q 


I ſol ſay again, the Father doth not grut 
""abything that Chrilt. gives, or doth for poor (in; 
 Veys. The Rightcouſneſs of Chriſt, it is that vved 
Garment, in which we may fit at the King 
and are welcome; theſc are the Robts of oy our 
(undo s which we can't miſs of ourhathers 
teffing. O' how many poor Creatures have wh 
Fin the Dark many Years, becaoſ@® they haye 
not* been brought off from-themſelves; but lave 
= that by themſelves, which is to' be: ſought 
| 5 oat by Chriſt ;/ becauſe they have Tooked for that Þ 
'the Law, which 3 is to be found only in the Go FF 
? and no'wonder their buſineſs went on ſo. ſlow- BF 
$ when they went the quite:contrary way oY 
rk VVirenany comes to God without Chriſt, 
Ty come like >407 Magus, with their own *% 
in their hand to buy a great Commodity, 
*which-is not to -be Purchaſed with fych kind of 
* *©oytz If you come .to God through Chriſt, you 
and come with boldneſs ro the Throne of Gracez 
but if with Mad come without him, you do but come 
neſs ypon_ the Point of the Flaining 
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jor en after God, the living Gog..  O'vvhen ſhotild he 
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7% 2u/ would-be acquainted with "God,/_&6, 

Fovherche js vvont to be;/ frequent hisho 

Iways it -the-Doors of Wiſdom, , = - 

leh in his Ordinances. \Fhis vvas "that 

It David took vvhen he vvitited Gods6 

wy he goes to. the houſe of God 7 'ahd, 0 v 
meſtneſs doth /he ufe vvhen the'doors' of the 
kds Tabertiacle \yvere ſhut, t6 per them opth 
ln? What'moan doth he' make” vvhenihevvas 
Home time ſcqueſtred by his enemies, fromthe 
boy ment of God in his publick Qrdinances *"2& 
b Hart patrts after the water: brooks, fo aid brs.$ out 


pearbefore him ? 'When ſhould he again 


f A 


out goings of God in his Sanctuary, as fomie 


nes tre had? How amiable are' thy Taberna 
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he; © Loyd God of Hofts! Andione thing 
Weſrres, and that will Iſtek; after,” that Tmay'i 
4 houſe, and ſt thie,” and enquire mm thy 
Wele, 'Pſal. 42. Pſal, 43, Pſal. 27.4. He'thoi 
4 vyas like to be found no where fo fdbri'a 


own houfe; he vvas fare he vvas'never 


me: David 'can- never forget vohat ofage: * 


i rtainment} he vvas vyonrt: to have there, a 


it this' great Friend 'vyas uſed'to. havea tha 
able,” an' open Houſe, | and that vyhen his 
e ſet, he vyould come'and bid them yyglcynie, 


: 0 friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly; fee: 


See therefore that you, get into that' patt'o 


ds hooſe vvhere he doth. maſt as, gently COME, by . 


der' the muſt povverfol -Miniltery 3 Oheap 
Cord vvith. all the Reverence, ads) va 


Y 3 
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10 +-4/'to "can: h Cgeh wrSou!; iſe 
oft! t:God puts - into their 1 
« the time, in which you mil 
ave n | n; vi Ton at the -pool of Bethe 
and wait for the:moving of the. Watery 
£0 an mark EY ard reineinel 
g- ps maugh: you ſee not God, that he is.always pre Bk 
> Je © inol places,. Mu but he is; there more eſpecially? 
| = ro "where his people meet together to attend 


- him, in: his own. Ordinances?. - Wherefore #5 


md:-Soul, Det. 46 Set aur: hearts to all th I 
[£4hat you That hear ; for it 3s nota vain thing it 
IT ? Fu 2a Lf HeorkeMikceatly ui Tr 
Ne that which 1500 od," and le Your Soul 
EW WJ op it þ Fathe[s. Incline Yaur ear, and com 
oo Kt Mo-me,, hear, arg your Soul ſrall live; and 1 will 
& 4 R247. rverha 14 Covenant with: Jour, even the 
p hercres of David: He that hath ears. to hear 
im hear, what the mighty Fehovab js ſpeakin 
<F ogy Wherefore 1 ſay it again, ſet your F 
Ether very: immediate preſence of God ; and 
.hear, a word that you, are: very nearly 
= concerned jn,, put vp. fuch a ſhort Ejaculation ag 
| 3s "this :. 5; Wi Lorg, ſtrike this: hard heart of mine; 
3 Tied, come in 1 beſcech; thee, Q'that. this: 
rord .might, be the. key which might open.my 
are-for: the King of, Glory to.comein ?. O com> 
{4 thy, loving kindneſs this day, to break into 
inp Gow? © that. this might be; the day inwhich 
ion might come_unto my houſe! Yar this. 
— e the,man. that might be.my Spiritual Fa 
+ hes, that. this might: he the Meſſenger one among 


| nd, that BY Pr mc 599 ls: 
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it this might be the ſcritence, that this mightbe = 
hour of Love ? 'O- that this: night” te the Ugy | 
[I may have in everlaſting remembrance ?''M 
&F might preſefitly vvithout any.more delay, ſet 
for Canaan? Cry out vvith as much earneitneſs 
What poor man did, vvho' brought his 'poſſcfſed 
wild betore Chriſt; O Lord I have brought my un- 
meliviog heart before thee to cure,/ it expoſes me'a 
| looſand times to unſpeakable hazards; but Lord, 'S 
thou wilt but ſpeak the word, it ſhall be diſpo-. 22 
led ; 1 would believe, Lord help my. unbelief;*F -: x 
we brought my bard heart before thee,” Kord” + 
hen it, and let me not go from time toi2time 
jth theſe dreadful diſeaſes hanging about mezits. 
Inect, and undo my ſelf and others. 'O melt.me,Q. > 
Lord, melt me, and let me have ſuch .x-look from - 
thee, -as Perer once had, which. made him-tg@gowour' = 
and weep bitterly. But I ſhall ſpeak a little mong- -.» 
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bf this nature under another Direction, 
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YG If you would be- acquainted | with God, 'yog «5G 

7 But get acquainted with: ſome! of ) his Friends => 

+ Wd they will do all they can, and be gald. of i8 2 

* FÞo, :to. help. you to be acquainted with him a 
\ Fill not ſpare to give you their; utmoſt afſiflanee 
"BS this great buſineſs. And when they ſhall WV 
* you asking, what you ſhall. do to' know:;Gads 2 
q ey are glad at their Heart, and will not! beat . = 
* Fviet"til}- they have gat thee home with them.4 7 
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tir. Fathers Hobſe; they watch for your-Soul; 
no greater Joy than to help. forward: ſilgh:a- .- > 
nk -a9 this, then tobe A ti way.in3 
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| fervice>of your Souls.-. They arc'glad vuhen th 
_ ſaying,: let'us--go' to the houſe- of the 

d;-and” asking the' vvay-” to [Zion vvith theirs 

laces thither-vvard. O! Chriſtians focicty, good YI 

company is' of -exceeding. uſe; one. good ſervant YW 

in; 2a; houſe, the vvhole Family may fare the better ; 

for; him;; Zaben-and Potiphar, though ignorant Wil 
enough in Spirituals, could not but obſerve this, 
that. the Lord: -blefſed' their Families ;.. for the 
ſake”of one (godly Servant. I do not ſpeak this 
only>vyith reſpect to. Temporals, becauſe of that! 
6+ Diligence, and. Faithfulneſs -in their places, that 
,- Religion vvill put:thegy upon-3- but yvith reſpetto 
© Spirnuals;.chey yvill' be dropping ſomething that 
Way-teid:to the: avvakening, . and- convincing: of 
ther Feepy, -unbelieving, ighorant-:companjons : 
= theyhave an+invvard principle vvhich puts them 
6. ppon communicating. vvhat Grace they have re- 
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= /Ceived; they knoyvithe more they impart'to 0- 
hers, the more they ſhall have themſelves; they 
- . have'a Compaſſion - for Souls, and vvould fain 
have as manyas they can, along vvith them to 
= Heaven ;' they vvill be teaching little Children to 
= Pray and Inſtilling « ſomething that the very 
= Babes:may ſcr-forth'Gods Praiſes,” and they vvill 
Bn ding veith-God for ther. # Bit this only by 
IE 7; Novvaftlioſe that are gracious, endeavour 
ithey- can to bring in thoſe” that ore-open e- 
& hovw:much/ more vvill they be ready to, 

mall the belpt:they can ts you”that "earneſtly 

Fe it? Novy wwhen-any one corfies to this pals; 

hes ſees” 5 difference betvvcen the godly and 

= the” vvicked, and to fay that :the righteons is more 
IE. Koelltnt'than his Neighbour, and to have art car- 


» "-gelt ©Uefire ro-allociate themfelves vvith them;"it 
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gicat ſign” that God: hathan intention 
by foo a Soul godd;- Wherefore if you would 
gh to the knowledge of God, *go ſpeedily 
2w that knovy' himſvvell ; and they vvill tell 
yreat things of. him, and hovy they came 
WEemainted vvith him, and hovv this acquain- 
ace hath been kept ; they vvill tell you vohere 
! j firſt met him, they vvill give you to under- 
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tt] - thought of 'God , they 'vvere ſtray 

Ee acquainted vvith him. When they came 
4 of Faſhion, or curioſity, 'or-to-laugh at him 
t taught them, or it may'be'to-pick- ſome 
tare} vvith him) to hear ſuch\.a man they 
made to ſee vvhat they never rook any great 
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ion-by Nature, and that except Chriſt vvould 
ba them, there vvas no remedy, but (ts Hell. 
they- muſt go; vuhereas before, they thought 
kmſelves as ſafe-'as could be: But: then thev 


7 that it vvas- no -light matter to be out of _ 


Uhriſt, and Aljens from the Common-wealth''6f 
Trael.-' After this, they vvere made to underſtand: 


,” 


J. that at ſuch and fyuch #'time, vvuhen vert 
g 


dtice of before; that they vvere/in an-undone 66n% | 


Goeibing of Chriſts 'undertaking' for poor Toft - 
Iners, and they heard of his exceeding vvilling-' 


ſs to receive” the chiefeft of ſinners, and* that 
1 they- began "to ſee an excellency inhis love, 
& goodneſs, and to be ſomevvhat more takefi 
th the kindneſs of Chriſt than ever thy vvere 
re,” and they felt ſome longings afrer'the pre> 


is 'eſus. O'thar they had but a Chriſt fortheit: 


Ws?! and that after this they vvere” by the/Spinit*- p- 
"God, -in ſome -meaſure enabled'to'caft theth+ *- 


at the ſeet of Chriſt for 'merey, "and' that  - - 
'bis 6vvn terms; nov! that 'if mercy © 7} 
* | -, came 2 
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ad - came "nat that way to them, they muſt ſak-{ 
ever; and thatupon (this at of Recumbency aftg 
they had for ſometime waited upon God in the 
way of his: ordinances, they. began to talte and 
reliſh the things of 'God; and at laſt they, merſſ 
-him whom” thetr Souls loved. Inquire of them,# 
3 ſay, -and+they will talk thus. to you, and tell 
you" alſo, that-there was. a time wherein they 
wee fooliſh; diſobedient;. and unto every goodiÞ 
Work Reprobate,. and. miſerably neglectfult of 
- 4heir Souls, that they did not at all mind their {& 
£5 ._ "Eternal welfare,” but made light of Chriſt, made 
=. & mock of fin; and made nothing-of Eternal 
= Damnation, And they 'will direct, and encou, W* 
© TFage you alſo, Ler me tell you, rhey have an in- 
S - .gereft in God; and their prayers for you may be 
-... - more advantagious than you are aware- of, Yet 
+ Iwould-not that you ſhould make Chrjſts of the 
=, Saints, nor-forget what is the work of. the Medi. 
=. * atoralone. Saints are to be yalued, but Chrilt is 
© tobeyalued infinitely more. Get acquainted with 
& _fome' warm - rare | experienced - Chriſtian , and $$ 
© , make him. your boſom Friend, and obſerve him, B% 
and you ſhall ſee much of the beapty. of Religion. 
>», thiningin him, and you ſhall ſee how cheartully, WF 
- end comfortably he walks; now 'ask, him- what 
” his practice is, and go you, and dp likewiſe, have 
© care of harbouring ill thoughts: of the people of 
© God, or for the-ſake of one Hypocrite of cenſu- 

' +» Ting a thouſand -fincere Ones. , Judg you whether 
= this be juſt, ;and equal doing? How would you: 
= Ie. it, if one that bears ſome Relatjon to you: 

DR. Id do ſome. vile abominable thing, and bring 
- himſelf to. an; untimely end}, ' and people ſhould 
48 by, all the whole Family is -like him? though jt 
: { . , Lo a. may | 
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cha. thing ſhould be done by'any;in the vvorld; 
ich more- by any.that bears any kind of Relati- 


To-your ſelt. 1 tell you, as contemptibly as the 


Jxvorld ſpeak of the godly, they are not fuch di: 


{Ws'Creatures as they are preſented" to be. The 


i lar Friends of his mind. Some aQive Chriſtians - Gs 
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Sots they are.not Troublers, but Peace-makers: 


wey love to make peace between man and 4 


gnd vvhat in them lies alſo between God and man; 
Four : converſe vvith ſuch as fear the Lord; 
vill -make 'you like them, at leaſt they vvillen- 
Seavour as much,  ( Ar, Epi. 1, 3 c..16;) He 
woke no untruth, who ſaid, That company is of at 


wjonulating Nature, A living coal laid to a heap 


* drad ones may kindle them all; but they are more 
Me, except it 'be blown up, to put the live” one quite | 


; therefore ſaith the ſame Author, Ton muſt be 


ogy of your company. It is ſtoried of 
rat 


es, thathe hada rare Are of making his fami- 


Bke as much pains to make: their familiars of 
Ehrilts mind, Prov. 19; 20. He rhat walketh with 


we wiſe, ſoall yor be wiſer, but a company 'of Fools 
al be deſtroyed, Prov. 10. 10, 21,33. The tongue of 


be jſt 15 as choſe Silver, but the heart of "the wic- 
I 1s. little worth, - The lips of the Righteous feed 


; but fools dye for want of wiſdom. The tips of the 


whteous know what is acceptable, but the mouth 
#Le wicked ſpeaketh froward things, | Such as theſe 
WI do yvhat they. can to make- you out of love 
th-fin; and in love vvith God. Sach as theſe wilt 
bm their own experience be, ſetting, forth the 
paneſs. of God, and tell you--that vhich may 
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Fy. may tell you;: that yvhen God began firitea 
4 bo . vyork 
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Ind; you inſtead as long as you. live; it: may'be 
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x7 hone Soul, he was pleaſed. to- 
--  yſeof the pa i Sou he wa pled fpiritull 

_ QGonverſation of ſuch.a Chriftjan Relation ; --and, 
when God-:camein: with Comfort, and fpake peageF 

- |. fiich a one. led them» to ſuch -a-Promiſe, which vvas 
like" a, Cordial toitheir fainting Soul. When they 
abroad. (they will-tell you}, and were ecaf : 
Rs ed to the-campany of them which were. Strat» 
gers to the Life-of Religion; and were at ſuchz ; 
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troubled. with horrible Temptations ; that 
__ were in a/Wilderneſs-condition;. and: thought 
that never anythat vvaſked. Heaven-ward, could 
| be inthe like-ſtate';- But now, vvhen they gotacs 
painted .vvith- the People of God, 'they' found, 
"as Face anſwered Face in a G aſs... ſo theit 
"46s jence,” and the-Experience of many. of the 
We Jour Children 'of. God was exactly alike; and 
= that; thatwwyhich they thought none in the World 
= - could parallel, they find that moſt of the Chriſtians 
© that they-meet-with, know as well as themſelves, 
and at -the firſt hearing, are-able ro go on with 
the: Story before them; ſo that, they have ſome- 
"of times wondred hovv anys one = living- ſhould 
- know their Hearts and: Thoughts ſo . well, tg 
© whomthey did not Communicate them. I think 
- © Hot. altogether impertinent here-to inſert an Ob: 
| © Þ ven of mine own: I remember,” when*T vvay 
*, onte ſpeaking concerning the-duty of Chriſtians, 
{Relation to their Unconverted Friends,; hd 
urging them upon doing*yvhat. they. could/Yht 
God and Souts,-in the places vvhere God hath 
them: i jn ſpeaking/to this ſubject, 1ſaid; that there 
. Fvas not or meaneſt Chriſtian, but might bean 
-—inſttoment of the Converſion of ' a Soul:: Upon 
73 Irchearſeds couple cf Yxpeficices that ay” 
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ſ; my perſons, fArangers one % the ethes, He 


ie this Accoudt of their Converſion; they.y 

bn. the matter both alike, and therefore” 1 
© but onc of them, which take as follows, There 

"a Poor, Civil, yer very Carnal Creatuz 

7 Servant in a Religious Family, who did front 
ws Soul Abhor the Spiritual Converfation of 
ple in the Family, inſomuch that he was re- 
Ived to run away from his' Service , he 'was fo 
weary of ſuch doings: But one Night, heating 
: 8 e found ſomewhere, he aroſe out of his 
: % 3E went to liſten what was the'matter ; Up- 
which, he heard one diftineHy Praying on the 6* 
ther ide of the Wall, he fill hearkning; hear@ 
we Praying very earneſtly for him (who did not' 
now but that he might be Aſleep) and opening the' 
endition of his Soul fo particularly, and with fo 

mbch Tenderneſs, ' that he was wonderfully 'a 
Wikeened to think that one that he hated ſhould 
_ love him, and pity his Soul, and te. con-, 
er how it was poſſible any one it the World; 
ſhould know his Thoughts ſo well as that Perſon, 
, who prayed for him; upon this he bg aft ,- 
FT very much Startled to: think of his Cont th. 


concluding thus, , ſurely Tam in alamentable. ' 


Gate, and they (ec it, or elſe they would nevetds.,” 


= do; they are Praying for me, when, Fajts + 


ep, they love 'me when I hate them 5 upon 
3 the man was very much troubled, and ſug... 
wwble daily increaſed, till he was forced to open * 
WC Cndition tothe Perſon, who had: been. pray- 
s for Fi, which was a poor Maid-- Sevatey, 
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WH ork was but a poor fer 
1TRebarſed thisthing which was 

the Condition of two,, as I ſaid before, a thitd 
zerſon ſtood by {whom never ſaw in my life be-Þ 
[ao who fell a Sweating for trouble, that any of 


£ -- - his Friends ſhonld tell ſuch: a thing of him, to me, 


and thought] had meant himfelf in all the particu, 


:. Jars, 'thongh1 heard nota word of the man-before; K 


inmy Life. This by the by. - I could not but hint 
this for. the encouragement of Parents to get thei 
Children into Families" thar are-really Religiops,, 
andto Encourage all to Aſſociate themſelves to ſuch” 
as fear the Lord. You ſee by vvhat hath been fpo- 


ken, that Acquaintance with, the people} of God, 
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nay be of great uſe-for the bringing the Soul Ac- 
quainted vvith God. - 


4 VIL DIRECTION. 


| i you would be Acquainted with God ; enter-, 
tain all: the- Mefſengers that he Sends. to. you 
kindly; When God Calls, Anſwer, and vvhen, 


x - he ſends any of His Servants to you, bid them. 
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Welcome ; let the feet of thoſe vvhich bring glad: 
Tideings be Beantiful in-your Eye ;* do not think, 
much if they deal plainly and roundly with you,.. 


- know that it is out of Love to your Souls (God is.' 


their Witneſs) they ſee that your condition re- 
quires it, and/ithat.a man in your ſtate is not to be, 


jeſted with. ' The Lord knows that they take little, 


eaſure ingrieving of people ; they do it that you / 
y rejoyce for ever, they watch for your Souls,, 


-and-therefdre you muſt account them Worthy of... 


. Godſends, have the greateſt care of "_ un, 


© 18 vn 


"Honour. . But. of all the Meſſengers that -” 
indly 


PP ntC 3399 © TAVT; eng, 
dy with, and. grieving his ſpitht; vohen you 
ye -any. motions upon 'your Sout by the Spirir, 
jour to cheriſh them vvith all the care and ten- 
me.s that 'you can: Turn not Convictions a+ 
wy-with, I am not at Leaſure; or 1 will htar 
ww of theſe things when: I have a more conve- 
Went Scaſon: But as ſoon as you find your heart 
vin to relent , 'cry out unto the Lord, and fay, 
Lord, I beſeech thee, carry on thy work effeftu- 
Wy upon my Soul. O that I may have through 
work ! O let not theſe-Convittions vvear off from 
my Soul, till they end in a real Converſion! _O, 
tt me not. prove but a Half - Chriſtian ! - Any 
king in the World, Lord, ſo that I may but be 
made a Chriſtian, in good earneſt ! O let me not 
feturn vvith the Dog to his Vomit , -and with the: 
Bow that is vvaſhed , ro -her WaYJowing in the; 
Mire! Deliver me, ' O God, from: finning away; |. 3 
theſe things, and getting into a cold World, and > > 
om ſhaking off all, lelt I prove vvorſe than e-! 
, and my latter end be more miſerable than'my;- 
bepinning. Labour to be very Curious in the- 
liking.notice of Gods Abſence or Preſence z, and. 
when you find your Soul raiſed in any Duty, | and. 
wur Heart ſomewhat drawn out after God; 
lien be ſure to own Gods goodneſs, and bleſs the 
brd for it ; Record his Kindneſs, forget not his: 
excy, .paſs not” over ſuch great things in ſilence.” 
tle do Men think vvhat a hazard- they« rug. 
hen they quench the Motions -of Gods Spirit... 
by may Read in' the 5. Cant. how dearly they 
buſe had like to have paid for ſuch an unki 
&? What, ſhall God ſend his Spiritto.viſt:you ? 
ll the infinite Majeſty ſo far condeſcend as by 
Kat your Door, and will not. you open? // 
iN , 1 Why 
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ray tun your ſelves ifhe eve 
ut.if you will now open to oi 


ek, into-you, and ſup yith-you,and you hal 
- vp" with him. 


YE DIRECTION. 


ly Seek his Aquaintance moſt earneſtly” 'if you 
*yvould: have it. O why do Men and Women jeft 

with matters of the greateſt Weight and Impor. 
tance in the World? What do people mean to 

play with'their Souls, the Wrath 'of God, and 
pon gtion? O Sinners, have you nothing elfe. 

to play with ? No lower matters to ſport with? 

. Believe it Sirs, Heaven and Glory are not got with 
ittiag ſtill yvith,our Hands in our Pockets. We BY 
Think i it worth the while to Riſe Early , and to fit #8 

up Late, to get an earthly Eſtate; we count jt ng 
"fooliſh thing for a man to be very diligent about. 

his Worldly "Afﬀairs. The poor -Cauntry - man 
Plows and Sows, Harrows, Weeds, Reaps, Inns, 
Threſheth, and a great deal more, before he can 
= eathis Bread : And ſhall welook for a Rich Crop, Þ 
->-- and do nothing at alt but Eat; and Drink, and. WF 
; Sleep? Is this the vvay to be Rich ? | Is this the, 
Spy to be happy for ever? _ If you intend to do. 
any thing in Relipion to any purpoſe, you muſt, 

_ buckle to your Buſineſs at another gueſs rate than 
moſt of the Profeſſors of the World do: We mul; 

” take as muth pains about our Souls, as men do; 
©, about their Bodies or Eſtates. ls there any com-, 
+= _ pariſon between the Soul and*the Body ; between; 
__ & Worldly Eſtate, and an Heavenly Inheritance | 
ath a Vis ore. Reaſon to look after tricking 


% ag Body muſt Die, or look after the A- 
i dorning | 


_— - ; | (3.29) 

ning of bits raul tha! a 

Ir ever ? VVhici _ matters of 30 
nence,' eating and ' drinking, pampering” th 
, and taking -ovr- pleaſure ; a looking” after 


: Salvation, and Eternal Joy ? : Do you think 


Vi If "the Scripture- ſaith in vain, That ave muſt 
tri we to enter in dt the ſtrait Gate *-1s it a bare 
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keking that-vvill ſerve the turh?- Will a Lord have 
upon me, and bovving the khee, do as vvell 
*the greateſt ſeriouſneſs ahd: diligence in, the 


[ 
1 

% 
k orld ? Do you think that God -vvill. be put off 


vith-the skin and garbage itiſtead of ſacrifice, vvith 
eſhell- inſtead! of the kernel, vvith chaff inſtead 
the Corn ? Doth- not Chrilt ſay, That many 

Wl ſeek. to enter in, and ſhall not be able ? O vwhy 

d not lazy Profeſſors read the Scriptures wi 
p wmbling : ? Let all thoſe that are angry vvith us 
F putting thera _ making Religion their buſt- 
2 and uſing all diligence ro oy their calling 
vd election ſure, Read that one Scripture over a- 
» Luk, 1 3. 24. Strive to enter in at the ftrait 
4 for many, Iſay unto you, will ſeck' to enter 
and ſhall not b& able, &c, It vvas Chriſt vvho 
that vvord. If vve tell you of the danger of 
Jorma] Religion, you vvill ſoon fall upon. us ag 
. mies to your peace, and thoſe vyhich impoſe 


G 


Wo; much Rtritneſs upon you : V'Ve' therefore do 


| produce our Commifhon for vvhat vve ſay, 

Father vve defire you but to read .your felves 

brit ſpoke, as touching this matter. | Ot 

t juſtly. make a' Chriſtians heart to: Ake, to 

k hovy many thouſands of Profeſſors vvill be | 
ywoned by Chriſt in that day, vvho vvill make 

fair pleas for thernſelves, and -pretend a | 

deat of acquaintence vvith him.. Conſider 1 


Ke | Z bean 5 . i 


__ EO was 400 Solicitoos 3 + 

EW 2 b, BOP, Never any wan took? tgp 

B "= cx ingfo ot Heaven. , Awake, O ſleeper, whal 
£3 | hav? Ariſe; and; call upon thy God, 
©7 pilegs an ny. thing of the loſs;of a, Soul, look 
bout-you;z it you, think the wrathgs.'come cons 
Rderabie be ſqrious; if you would; be burnt by 
e fire ,of his Indignation, you muſt 'take-hold-of 
* ſtrength, and. wake peace with him, and Ge 
will. be.at peace with you, ;4/a, 27.5. It is not 
- Winout cauſe, that the Prophet doth complain, 
| Fog: 74 There it none that calls upon thy Nam Wy 
{Pat up h mfelf to take bold, on thee, | There uM 
Py yi KY? upori Gods Name }: One. would think 
mat, that were-ſirange ; What none cal} upon his 

{ Name, when, ſo many of them made many Pray-= 

*- Ts as you haveitiin the firſt of 1/aiab ? What dd 

. nothing, but, look upon one another, when 
had. their. Solemn -Aﬀemblies'? Did they, 

7. nothing. to. God, when they came. beſore 
"3 Did they do.nothing, at all-in that. 58. of, 
"Ib, when they are ſaid to ſeck kim daily, 
when. they ſeemed to. delight in his way ? Yet. in hb 
© Gods eſteem, all* this goes for nothing at all, 
this prayer-is no prayer, this is only wording of it. 
" vith.God ; But- prayer it, is another kind of things! 
- is, the ſtirring up. of the Soul, and a won 

-t's Rrength.to wreſtle with. God,' to. lay hol 
pen God,. and to. prevail with. the Almighty 3 
wherggare. ſuch as theſe to- be; found;;-who.i 
os that, engages his: heart in the, ſervice. of. God 
”Itis one” thing. to engage the tongue, and- another 
* thing t0 engage the heart. Men come to pray withy 
4 //« commer Spirit, and are many. times weary. of 


oe, i 


the 


4 
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Y ; ork, before they have welt begun ity what * 
y to, they: do it: lifeleſsly': They -canollow 
r worldly Imployments"with life-und delight. + 
ey. have NNle in their flock; ibut that's'too good 
$God; a lame, blind, ſtarved weak” thing:inwuf 
ye his turn: And is this the vvay to-have the 
ang? Are' ſuch as theſe -like to haye @ny 
Inks for their kindneſs ? Let them try hovv any 
icir Friends would take ſuch a preſent; Novv 
md you- have the Blefſing of Acquaintance 
» th God, You muſt vvreſtle for it, and" not-let 
W go vvithout it : You miſt *be Fervent in SÞt- 
Eferning the Lord ; you” mult - fight the Good 


Wof Faith, and lay bold on Eternal Life * You 
aſt 'graſp about Chriſt, as a man thatis a'drovvn- 
8 vvould graſp any thing that-vvere' thrown out 
wave him : You muſt uſe al diligence "7 | mukg 
Calling' and Elton ſure : You, 'mnſt work - 


W LL Salvation with fear and trembling « You 
"att ſerch. for Wiſdom as for Siluur,, and: ſearch 
= her @s for. hidden Treaſure. Then © fhallyou 
Merſtand the fear of thei Lord, and find the knows 
Wee of God, What excellentthing is there; thatig 
\FEvvithout pains ? Whoever came [to'be:amEx+- 
Waite: curious Artiſt in any skil vvhateyer;-ithad 
r ſerved an Apprentiſhip rot, nor at thelealt 
his mind to it ? Where is there afamous:Phy-i 
n that never ſtudied in his life ? Whotgetsnz 
tory by ſleeping and careleſsnefs 2 Whovems! 
s.to have riches drop. oro his mouth vuhemire» © - 
prall-the vvays [that can'be to! make” WimfſelFa? 
ar? Dothithe Husbandimin ook ' for'a »gbad? 
vvithout- plovving 'or-Sov ving 2 Why then? 22 
Id: vve expect ſuch great things as HeavenſB=! - 
ar happineſs; and the! favour "of Cod, exypith=1 < -+ 2 
; x Z 2 out 3 


» 4 *; 
al & = 


£4 
44 a 3 ® ( l 
3 $5 F _— - . ; > - N \ 
; þ ; b 


= + 1-0 king after them. | Whatſoever the- Lat 
= -_"-Tormal profeſſor may ſay, the Kingdom of He 
--. , "ven.is not obtained thus : there muſt be Runnin 


x8 ning ;\ Fighting; Conquering,” holding faf 
> - holdingout; and all, little digs X Ferric 1 
4 -the 'ſtrength of thy ſoul to engage im this pr 
work; it requires ſome reſolution” to dp ſuch. 
work, as every Chriſtian'muſt do, or elſe his Re 
_ *Sion'lignifies little. Further, it calls for ſome time 
---to0, it is-not. a thing. to be minded, now ani 
then by the by, between fleep and- wake, whe 
the Devil and the World have had as much ſeri 
vice as. they. call for, - Were it for your bode 
that I were now pleading; were you like to g 
any;.great matter in the World by vice of 
my Directions ; could you be ſhew'd away how 
toget a:great” eſtate;. hohours, and*long life, Iat 
verily perſwaded a few words-'might prevail 
much. . Why, if you will believe the word of 
God, I ani telling you--.ef other kind of things 
- then theſe be, greater matters: by far; and yet 
how little are Men and Women affected ? As ii 
we ſpoke but .in ;elt always, when we ſpoke about 
things that did concern Souls ! How little time 
 domen- ſpend'in their inquiry into theſe things 
Ask Epitterus [Ench, c. 63) And he will tell you 
that it is a ſign of a low Soul, to beſtow muc 
time upon 'ithy* body, and the thoughts of "it, and 
little. uþon the Soul; to belong eatitig, and long 


£ 
[ (x 


. drinking, and long a dreffing, and ſhort in prayer, 
ſhort in the thoughts df the 'Soul, and ſhort in the 
ſervice of God; and that itis a fign of a baſe de 


? _—_ irit to be very curious about toys; and 
LF trifles, 'and-to' be negligent/ abo 


|»! matters of the greateſt importance, to {lybber 0- 
LIT IE over 


: od 
"» *, 


Fthc great vvorks of Religion vvith the greateſt 
hineſs. Remember, © man, thy' great vvork, 
to take care of thy Soul, to look after a Cony- 
jon, # Friend for thy Soul, to get food and 
athing for thy Soul, that that famiſh not vvith 
pger and cold, To be indefferent in all exter- 
is'the. greateſt prudence ;' but to be. indiffe- 
It about Spirituals and Eternals is the*greateft 
eſs. . VVe are all Souldiers, and muſt fight 
fuch a VVar vvherein vve muſt never lay dovun 
"Arms: The favour of God-is. vvorth the ftri- 
s for, it is as much as Heaven and Glory. js 
orth.. 1f your eſtate orlife lay at ſtake, vvould 
Wav not be wvilling to uſe all the intereft you 
Fomake the Judge your friend? VVould you go up 
d down laughing as if-you had nothing todo ? 
uld you cat and drink as merrily as ever, and 
y, it is but dying, it is but being a beggar, "it is 
utthe undoing of my wife and children? Would 
ou not look' upon a man that- ſhould argue at 
ks rate to hc ligfle better than Frantick? and IL 
ay vyhich is onliderable, the death 'of the 
dy, or the death of tte Soul; the loſs of atem- 
ral, or the loſs of an eternal inheritance. | 
dns diligence. in Temporals wil] condemn their 
pligence in Spirituals. Chriſt ſaid, Seek, ye frſf 
f Kinodom of Heaven, and the righteouſneſs there- 
$ but moſt-men ſay, 1 will ſcek firſt the Earth, 
gd the glory thereof ; and if God will" give" me 
aven and Happineſs after-I bave ferved the Ne- 
and the world as long as 1 can, I ſhall be con- 4 
ited tohave it. No ſuch'matter, never expect it, - . 
dd muſt ſooner ceaſe to- be than to'gratifte y 


this. YVherefore do you think, did David fol I 
# I u3 & hoy 2 
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| nk: ſo.cloſs ? "Why: did: all-thoſ@NNok 
t (es.in.. the;-Church .of-old;- take: ſo myg 
n=? Why ſhould they not muck-ick to yel 
ates, - and, lives, t00-?.; Will-you- Baha 
We 28 guilty of too- much cutiolity,” and y 
neceſſary preciſene(s?.. Do you think that their 
bour,was in vain? Areall thoſe diſappointed whi 
willingly. parted ; with \preſent_-things/for futur 
things? 1 muſt .el-you, {if you expect to fit dowt 
Abrahams Jſaac, &. Facob-in the. Kingdomt 
Heayen, you multdo as they did.- Heaven will not 
35 obrained now upon-any lower; term than then 
auls:are. as. precious as thejn's, and-Heave 
will be, s well. worth your mindingas theirs, and 
oa look upon you-as well as upon them, ifiit 
For wi value his fayour{as they did. {Never look | 
.to. haye. God give.you that which:yow-will nat 
; Fi; him for. -.; Whati do your ſay alter, all this? ay 
Will yauſit down befcre your work is done ? Open 
"thine es, .and confider- what thoy hattto do, and 
I tell me if; it.be not the & folly imagina. Wd 
Fen fore in theſe au how: can'it thou 
C- nk, vr leep, whilt thon haft'fuch a,gret 
| Gon to.do which is padone! O'givenvt ſleep ro 
. or lgmber-#0-thins eye-leds,-but deliver 
y {| lf Form the:band of the Hunter, and asa.Bird W 
om the hand: of Fowler. - Gao, che Ant than 
rc * Con/iger' hiv; ways, and be'wiſe 5 which 
way, gaiaes, o2er-;feer,; or ruler," provideth hey 
Summer ,| and gathexerh ber. meat in thi 
7 4h long. wilt thqu:leep, 3 O' Nuge: 
” When wilt- thou ariſe out; 'of thy ſleep? 
wv fleepy.'s little ſlumber, alittle folding 
- bends. to: {lerp x: {6 ſhall bby. poverty came ad 
ravelleth, ava thy. want 'as an armed man; 
| DR 4 Ang 
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65h yod! 8g WaYou ur xt et. ac 
a ou vvould d_ to.gat Food| 
you vadeaVir 3 as; much ti 
24s You vvould.to make” { ig: 
of the forfeity rc of your Li fe? -fo, we have 


WPPes.. the vyork'may haye oc PA #* 
oth VE i" 1 "8K ada Ks 
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I8. 0% PRE NY --4 hank 
you would be acquainted with God, be mug 
Fexpoltulating the caſe with Gog, © ..in; urging 
foſe Arguments which the. Scriptpre, doth, aftgrd, - 
bu in fuch a caſe, Take wizh.you, vwords,,; 
x onto the Lord, and. ſpread. your -Re 
fore him, and lay, #) Lord, thou haſt ſer, thy. 
n paints the Miniſters ,:.4nd baſp rnuted me t9,come. 
to thee, and thou efferedſt Peace 6 f as Regoncoliaths, 
i h.4 and to be Ac 'quaipred, with me. OGeod,. Idefger 
1 fie £4 Squl, to comp upon thy gl, and would, 
| lathted with thee. I ſee my felf.. 11 4nt onde 
Hate , while 1.4m a Stranger fo thee - "But ( Lord; 
{have Curſed, baſe Heart that keeps meback, from 
f , 4nd 'r an't tell what in the world tg de. 0 Lo 


” av "thee belp #by- poor Creature 70. Come. ana, | me 


p lead je Ye Hand, let thy goednefs ard love 

'l p/ FUR ne, C Dk me by thy K NAT; £07248 Lord. 
| a 'S5ul, eat Pl me ce thy F, Ok nes 9 | 
6; Pe ail 7 al fl Bs mi tree? os xs pt 


Ka to Int: 2 \ Witt tholi forfuke 
e of thoſe thine Foo which t be br 


ye thy zh ate! i ”Sball I be one of thoſe that fate ly 
| heverlaſting Blrninigs { O, Lord, pity; pity. pit | 
Chriſt. Hig abe, a ipdes Creature i Ts would Ph | 
thee, and be acquainted with thee.” ] a1 tonrvinced.  . © 
a1 I f be'damned Without thee, and come td thee ' 
34 6 + Af 
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will [4 mn the day 


- | 
Kr? b ry heart 4s 100 hard fo | 


hs for ww my Temptations 

my ſelf. O Lord 

- Iths md, Pluck my 

Ur of ht wh of 1 hal be utterly dtrod 

or ever, Forgrve "mine miquity, maky me a clean 
veart, makg-me ; chy ſervant, Tell -God that thou 
Halt heard' of his. oodneſs and mercy, and that 
ing of” If "el $4 merciful. King, and that itis 

#5 by $ fat  "S:y to him, Ol ama poor un- 
$7.7 - done: reatbre, and wilt thou ſend me* away with- 
{ &.-.:: 007 mercy? will: the God'of Grace ſend me away 
hout Grace? Haſt thou nor called me, :O God? 


b; # " 4 
be {of ſervants” tell 'me ſo.” © Lord ſpeak and give 2, 


— me £yrs to hear ; O Loxt Tam come-in upon: thy 
= mercitut Proclamation, and'1_defite to lay my 
Rr” "if: at: Ag ; Hhercy Lord, mercy upon What 
©. _"refins thou. pfe Dijdft thou not tay in. thy 
"Word, Hog or Five F 5, thirfteth,. Fome, and buy 


T1” and "Aritk without  Mone WY 4 and without price. 


we-nor thy Tervants pleaded with; nue.to come ? 


b- — antt halt thou not Fac for. me? Of. a Slfſing, a 
EY - Hletfhg for me, r me > OQ my: Father ! aft. 
- >” ths Hot a bleſſing for: me? Shall 1 be Tent away 


a T'came? 0- © Mon I hiya, a LR Word! Do 


Yhght- can 
t80 3 go Wig r wh go from 
{ haſt rhe wort -of Eternal Life, 
| ay, Be juſt ro. me a Saint, . yet 
rcifut :to. -a fiohex. You may 


A 4” -.his fir | part of his Vindicia' 
; pig 23 25: "the 'who Treatiſe 1 is: excel-: 


| 3% - for. "Picad the blood of: Oil ; you may ily 
"a PYs 
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Rk if ho Ke, .. 44 in Chat © to 


pu, you do not defire Salvation: for in him, 


al fulnes. oo may. plead your. own abſolute 
God, that if eycr poor Creature in | 


Wold a0 _ of mercy, you.have ; .tell him 
dat. you are reſolved not to be content without 


us love. , You may plead his pron, in which he 


| faid, That he will takg away t be heart of ft ſtone, 

Py { give a heart f fleſh C 2 that he will put his fear 

is our bearts; and write his laws in our inward parts. 

Fon may plead alſo the power of God, whereby 
e-is able to. ſubdue. all things unto himſelf; and 

nany ſuch ;ke arguments, you may: find in 
pat aces in the a But hecauſc I haye _ 
28 pen this before, 1 ſhall paſs-this by. | 


I X..DIRECTION. 


7; yau . would be. acquainted with God, look 


Meer it ſpeedily, defer not a Moment, your ene- 
my. is Marching on apace, you may be Surprized, 
our ſoul is haſting ppon. it's Eternal eftate, your 
la $:i5 almoſt run, there aze buta few ſands. be- 
Kind; therefore-ſeck the Lord while he ,may/be 
c nd, and call upon him” while he js near ; 
Tong it -will be. too, late ; Wherefore my thou 
: do, quickly, What is the Voyce 


ipture and; Providence ? Doth p the _yY Mw. 
God ſay. Now, and commend, t preſent tiwe 4 


- e-all. Acquajnt now thy ſelf with him; Re- 


imber -owp. thy Creatour ; Turn ow uhto the 


| -wq Let a. poor. Heathen (Epi. En..c.. 5 


ame you - into greater (pegd in” thig ne 
a be, wi Yeu gefer the rg after. 


prk. | ſhall tranſlate his words into Englsſþ :., L5 
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mJ POS. 1 SOON, | 
- Fw Jos oy het Ou ye 
ought" ig aprer'ts, org Pann very. vvell rg 
Ye f?-V Vhat Kind of Teacher's it that you ſtay 
For 1 ? For vvhoſe'coming do you defer, before you 
"Will fend and'torn? Yu are mi now to years 
+ » of fifcretion (if Thovld ſay you vvtrenot, you 
-, -  *avon'd bean angry) if you will neglectand defiy; 
"and add one delay to another, if you wilt add one 
k::13 off to, andther, and make. one refaltrion anif 
| ſe. after atother,”! 'and ſer -one day after a- 
mother, in which' you Vvill* rhink"of thee things; 
eobſiter chat allthis, "will do'ybu'no ood, For | 
all your” refolutions and promiſes, for" all chat 1 
ſee, you are like todita totnthon man , therefore 
now live as a perfect. growing Man ; and follow 
that-which is molt. Excellent uhatrerably. If: any 
thing of difficulty intervene, remember that now 
1s the time for you toſhew What'r fpeQt you have 
for your God and your Soul. Reinufiber rhe Goal 
is r far off; "#hd'thit now you mutt nat falter, 
ny that as you demean your Telf tow," it nay be 
in. be hap pY.- or miſerable While you have. 
Wl Fe Lank Roage eof thar, Excellent; 
Ns (is it,, © Sinkle, 'thar« thou 
e da y of Judp ment? V Voutd' 
Flames; | the y of Time?, 
eHearn; but beheve it, /ybur 
I tits will 4g You lictle food ;* 
f ahay heh416 "hat iris tb be miferd2,” 
Io <4 1earnhow to get out of it, you Will 
0u*h ave loft, but then vvill never. 
Gd Hp 7d your Lo my © How miny” 


SR "Wohich Have Tet a days” 
Nets ul tetur and Repefi, Wi ” 
ts an 
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| ate, and fer” ir' #8ain; and” whit with A - 
# Ithins! or. 'other-ithey/ could not be at leafuretoes-- | 
Ipent till they 96423 Hell ;-and there indeed they 

Shove tciſure enouph/ to repent, ' and they do're- 
4 pent/ too, '"if "Hel)-Repentance "would do 'any: 
Ls wings I believe:thar all thar come! there do/ te. 
Spent (and believe: too 'more ' thay they did" while 
hey were 'alive; bur 'then' it's too late.” They... * 
hat 'are:now'in "thofe dreadful Flames, many -of 
% hem thought, it may be,! of - rc penting before ek X 
Zgicd as welras you; and did juKas you do: Otha 
you would underftand''your ſelves before* your 
| Marc 'be like theirs ! How infinitely doth it concern 

pu to. improve time, and 'to- corhply \with tHe 

0 prefent tender of- mercy that afe made to "you't 
*For: etc/long it may be Too'late(for you'ros;  O: $ 
*know!this' therefore; that yo thy God makes thes 
6 gracious offer of pardon; an&if y6irVeftifo now; p 
{this may' be the'lat time, this "my be'the've 
:patt for Erernity.”: Go& may fay®before to nior- 
tow, This night thy Sat ſhall be required of 'phee: 
Goto: therefore, you that talk of trading” for the 
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| Þ previt things! of :Etethity;" 1+ d6 fi6t know when; 
' {irry or forty years! hehce] Do'/you hot know + 4 
| that yorr'life is :bur\a blaſt 2' When" your" breath * 
' {goes our of your Noſttils,'you"#e*not fute thit' 
4 6 ou hall draw itrin 'again,” Whit” then'ds On 
2an to talkiof delay? thaye yournotſtaidlonp &” 
A pough already ?. confider\ fan what-thou doft; © e's 
Whine faith he withbe*pood to! morrow,” he faith he* 
' {vill be wicked to day: "Ad what if God Pockd oye 
' Withou! "ule: have the' pleafvre'of fit 'to'dg the” 
b of fin'to morrow? Thou” ſhalt't e 
1 day; and damned tomorrow ? IF houſh 
- {ye "on 2 Tu would- ada Ivar: Soan 
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.  Neepfour or ve hours, and then T vvilt-riſe-and 
0 rote tohelp to quench it.” If your 
Wc; ws @ drovvning, you'vvould fcarce ſay, 
muſt needs ſtay till I haye drunk a flaggon or tvvo 
"more, and about half- an hour hence -it "may be | 
 avay £0 and ſcee-vyhether I'can get a Boat to help 
"him out. 4f you yvere condemned to dye to mor- 

., © rovy, you vvould ſcarce ſay, I vvill have Muſick, 
- and Sack, and good company all night, -and then { 
-. yvill ſend-a Meſſenger if { can get one 'to ride a 
Hundred Mile to try vvhether he can'get a Par- 
-. don for me. - Yet thus-for all the vuorld thon doſt 
doin the great affairs of thy -immortal Soul. 0 
the folly of man (faith StnecgY' who th 
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inks to bepin 
+ 'ro tive, when 4 thouſang' to one but he will be dead 
- end rotten! I may ſay, © the madnels of: finners, 
E - who make account to be” looking after 'Heaven 


ho :yvhenit's likely their ſouls may bein Hell ! 


dge-novv' vvhether. this be vyiſdom. Novv you 

ink time one 'of the pgoxeſt conimodities in the 
V'Vorld; it's a very Drugg vvhich lies upon your 
hand, a day or tvvo,'a a6. a year i$no preat mat- 
©. ter yvith you:: but believe it, the caſe vviltbe alter- 
- edyvitha yvitneſs exc long. Serrca vyondred yvhen 
> he heard;fome asking one of his friends for to 
& ſpend tyvoorthree vveeks vyith them-vvhenhe ſavy 
© hovv caſily the; requeſt vvas granted, as if they ask- 
ed as lirtle' as nothing, yvhen they agsk!d time of 
” Him : Thus (ſaith he) one of- the-preciouſeſt things in 
” - the world is thrown away as little worth, When you 
-—*come-to lie upqn your death- bed; yye- ſhall have 
_ -" Fquhave other thoughts of time: then, a vyorld, if 
+  youhadit, for one of thoſe hours, that youcould - 
. not tell hovy to ſpend, - You'novy ſtudy: hovy to 
3 xo your Fef of-your preciqus time, yqu inyent 
= paſtime, 
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aſtimes; not conſidering hovy ſvviftly time 
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| ing 
and hovv much you vvill prize it before long. 


$'c a vvorld t6 recal it, it could not be © If you 
would give thouſandg' for the* renevving of this 
Leaſe, it vvould be refuſed. Therefgre livequickly. 
Mans time runs\ avvay firlt, Oprima quaque dies 
"mmſeris mortalibns evi, prima fugit--Seneca, And 


then my Author Comments very bravely upon; the -4 


"the vvhole verſe. 

= T think that Proverb, though it be an Jratien 
zone, is vvorth our remembting, He that will lodge 
well at night, muſt fet out betimes in the TA 
"That vvhich keeps: us from: living to day, is the 


thoughts of living to merrovv, ſo that vve Toſe- 


this day vvhile vve expect the next.Commenius 
king of the Tyger, ſaith, That when he hears the 
foand'of the Trumpet, he tears and bites himſelf, This 


'wvill be the vvork of the mercileſs Typgers of the 


vyorld, that ſpend their rime (in vvhich they ſhoyld 
- be providing for Eternity) in hunting Gods peo- 


*to be alittle more mjld before they dies bur 6f a 
Tadden the Trumpet ſounds, Avvay, avvay :'andO 
*ther vvhat a lamentable taking are they in! ; Hove 
do they vviſh for time again, or rhat they had 
Apent- that' vyhich they had better? V'Vicked-men 


2 a Death-bed, ora vyhiſe after. -O then, they 
that made nothing of ſpending thirty to fourty 


Fyears, . vyould lay dovvn all they are vvorth for”: 
one ycar,..one month, one day, one Hour, but-: 
'it # bog tov-late.  O' hovy do they gnaſh-their +. 2 
WL Lt] £45 teeth! 
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' ember, no body can give you a Moment of  * 
That time yvhen you vant it, that you are 'hove '_ | 
To prodigal of, YVhew time is paſt, if you yvould © } 


on 


JT 
is 
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- ple, and taking their pleaſures; and it may be, think” 4 


never knevv the vvorth of time, till they come + © 
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”  eeth +With;what horroue-do.they think: of: 
} -tpecrcies,' and furure. miſeries ! Men. fear general- 
-_ ly that Death will come ſooner: than they. would 
”- have him ;;they-bewail that their lives are; ſhort 
{ - at the-longeſt } whereas-if; men would wifely:Huf 
> band'that* time» that; *God--hath given them, it 
> would; be” long -cnough-*. Q®happy - ts-that* man 
> that hath: done his great. Work before his Sun is 
- 'ſer?' © fooliſh men that  eemplain of - G64- for 
. making. their lives. ſo. ſhort, and complain not at 
all -of themſelves for making them '- ten times 
E” fhorter : For moſt men lives not at all thelife-of 
EF. Religion, an may be called -Dead.- Othershave 
' aname to live, and yet are little better-than the. 
former. Mo{that live Lonkbimar> begin their life 
= after they have been many years dead z andthough 
we fit-and .condemn others. as: guilty of great im- 
 prodence-in theſe-affairs, yet, how. do we at the 


©  fame:time jultifie- them, .by- being as profuſely ex- 
=  -penſive of precious time as they ? O. where's: the 
- "Mit #lmoſt ta be found,” thar doth improve; time 
to as: good /advantage as he ſhould. ?: Among 
*—-- other: Symiptomes of a fool, this is 'none; wok; the 
* ſcaſt; To be always begznning ta live. Whatan un: 
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gence that you conld-foryour-foul,. and 
to mithe." y 
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 Fikall do'to get a Patdon for your-ſins,) to getGod + 
Feconciled to:/you,. Mctbinks you ſhould. be:enqui- 
Jpg what you ſhould do.to.redeen your: tiine,-/and - 
3 ſpend every: Moment of it ſo.tothg-belt advan- 
Tape; as that you may appearchesrfully. before your 
Maſter at night. That 1- may inforce.this weigh» 
y Direction, I ſhall KF a few ſerious Quelti= 
gs to you., | | | 41 
= Queſt.1, Do you thing that:theſe things are neceſ- 
fary,or are they not?If they be.neceflary,why do yeu 
Hot mind them ſpeedily ?If they be notnecefſary, do 
not look after them at all. N 
© Queſt, 2. Do.you expect to be ina bettet.ca+ 
Facity to look after theſe things hereafter? Do'yoa 
tope for more . ſtrength, when you are . worn our 
with fin and age, when your back begins to bend, 
ind. your joynts |to ſhake ? Do you think you 
hall be more ar leiſure, when your work [will bs 
eh increaſed ?;Know- this, that- fn grows up- 
n,you, daily, it preys upon your Vitals; He that 
not fit to day, will be leſs fit ro -Morrow:.mAs 
for-leiſurc, I. muſt confeſs-you ; may have leiſure: 
mough in another World,# to think. of;; theſe 
things. But I wiſh you-well to gonſider,whethey 
l be great Wiſdom to repent-in'this 'World;! oxn" 
mother. I would be loath to be-!repentingin as 
bother, it's ſad-Weeping indeed there; where tears: / 
all never be dricd yp. I have told yqu-.oft that; 
zod faith, to day, and it is both wickedly and: . 
bliſhly done [of-/manto ſay, to-Morrow,- I maſt 
iygu.but ſo, that i#:is a dreadfil hazard thatz- 
ey delaying Sinner :doth run : \It is/a_ queſtion: 1% 
octher. God may: not: deny his | Grace; ; ſtop the» 
Feachers mouth, ſtop. his cars, and; flop your 
gb ;- And where ire: you ;then/withyyBSurrs)| 
IF Morrow ? 
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ecolt-man Fon es oo and j F 
| chan you have dotie, rhe] 


3s wig) ep would you get acquainted with 
God ; Vhen he bath ſhut up his door? When would 
you run his race ? When you have' loſt your legs, 6t 
can but creepwith Crutches ? 15 that the belt time 
" do your work in, when#i is. next to impoſſible to: 
oit?. 

t Queſt. 4. Who Jeſetves 'beſt af your hands; the: 
--Devil, the World, -and the Fleſh, or God ? Re- 
ſolve me/this I pray ? VVhom do you"call your 
mw. VVhom have you moſt reaſon to make haſt” 
or 

[70 Queſt, g. How would you take it,, if arty 6f the 
> _ which depend vpon you, ſhould fervE.you as you 
—» ferve Go ? 
* ..<Qneſt, 6. Do yob think you can ak too much 
"IF haſt ? Y'Vho is afraid of being Rich too ſoon? Al- 
_ though a man may with reaſon good enough be 
E afraid of that which tay make his happineſs far 
vhcertain, and his mifcries more intolerable.” | 
Yho fears to:niake too mych haſt when his Prince 
ids forhim-with ſpeed? O that men did but know, IE 
| © whoitis that calls them, and whether they are going, ' | 
- /andwhat vey have to do, when they come to theit 
DD journies end ! | | 
Are you ſure) ou ſhall Tive til} you 
® fa, older ? You ar@ ſtrong #nd' Got eed 
&. "+4 maybe, but did you nevet hear that ſuch have | 
- dyed vvith a very little vvarning ?. Have you never * 
- knowna man vvell one. hour, and dead the next ? * 
| iow have.not, Itcll you of oge novy; that vvas 
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7'vvell one moment, and AL4WL A felf 
& an- ang vr op; it. + carnal Lon | 
FEbut one (mall bag ren ſtrong vyork- 
Z bot ful hr, n_ nel Trp - 
Weſt. 5. What do you thi [ ome 0 L 
Bk again, if you Fx. off till i tbe too late ? Lao 
YL Tt 9. Whab yvould youdo, if you vvere ſure 
wu ſhould die, or the day of Judgement noe 
eyou vvere a vyeck ofdet ? 
ft. 10.Do youthink to get actfunjnted volt 
din another vvorld, yvhen' 48 do not mind hiny 
& Will God think you ovvn them hereafter,that 
T Woven him . here ? Will, he knovv. them'in* 
I by viho vvould not knovy him upon the 
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A | jou vvould be acquainted vvith God; take heed! 
; {hole things, vvhich keep God and man at'a 4i-" 
ce, and make' the Lord take tio pleaſure-in-us./ 
Wpeneral, take heed of all fin, 'Waſh you," makg ow? 
err, pat away the evil of your doings from mine: 
es, 47 to' Ho evil, learn, to do" good, feek, jucge 

Wt; relieve the o eſed, judg e the Fatherleſs, aid 
fad the canſe of the Widow. Tos now, dndlet ws' 
ſn toagerhe?, ſairh the Lord, Wa. 1. 17,18, / You 
Wi vvatt your hands in Innocency if you intend 
| | Weorr igaſc his Altar, to fit dgvvn at his Table! 1w 
"WE. tor. David is exceeding dzfirous of Goals 
o npa y, and he cries out, O- when wilt thow 
A jerome? He thinks long ro-have a 'viſit fron! 
4 b 4 friend; he vvould gladly vvalk veitty hin.” 
'vvhar- courſe doth he rake 'to' get” Gally 
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4, Terple for hi 
Rt ſuffer a.vvi $5, pet prince vg 
f have ia Fo C AUCH. 2S, 
pll_ be ready/to. can7cleg If this hs great 
| | = lcome.. -.. 
-»Butmore parficaberty, if you would have much 


-, of Gods company, a be intimately acquainted 
-- yvith him; take heed more eſpecially of thoſe par- 


ticular fins vvhich make God moſt to eltrange him- 


_ elf from us : As,-: - + 
| Firſt, Take heed of Pride: 'That vvas the ſin 


which made the firlt breach betyyeen, the Crea- Bal 


tuxe and; the Creator, the: fin that funk the An- 


gels, that. made God. -and_ them;. vvho. vvere. xo ; | 


| gaecieocs once,:to,be: bitter enemies ; »this 


the-þreach infinite, . the feud. everlaſt oh 
de. the | 


the \vyvound incurable. .. And+this..m 


Quarret- betvveen. God. and . man, ' When Ft b 


'thinky himſelf too. good to be buta may, he 
hey God; be JueRy is too bad 'to. be,.a max 
he:js-but onc remove. from.the_ Devil... To = 
voprite' of his: Prince- is not enough,. exce 

"may" ftep, into;,the. Throge; it's ones hg hig » 
we for; his Prince Fl remove ſuch from his pres 


- lance; $08 Priſon, from, the Court 10. a Dunge 


on;-\7lt;vvas Pride that caſk Adam out of Berea 
and do-you. think. that that fig is. ffs hatefvl ; 
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'Bvd, buds tefs: qa wks 
tho cars'\ago? - Did!vic'then;ſpend-all-it'y. 
7: & vrryee-19} 'novv- ds no harm 2::Do: you 
-that God vvill take' that! mto'his boſonie 
"that formerty 'herabhorred to'look. npon'? 
fin hath-increaſce.* '{&s\Grength and defor= 
- and heightened-it's camity: againſt -the in- 
e Majeſty of the holy Fehovah 7 ſhall his hatred 
it decreaſe?'V Vill he bemore vvillingtoach 
= proud! aſpiting Rebels.novy thai then? 
ſuch matter :'God: is ſti} as holy ascver;/and 
Flares all fin, yr pwmy' pride ag much as ever, -\ Is 
\ Fyou- think that iris for nothing thatithe word df 
' fo-muck - againit. this ſin? Gm .itvhe 
f t'the Holy-Ghoſt would fay;P#0vi-11., That ve 
* Bionic that if proud,c is an abomination to the; Lyn 
did indeed hate them?” 'Why ſhould 
+'chreatew fuch ſo much, if he took any pleas: 
ein the{r Society? Though hand ) joyn in haud, yep 
the prowd ſhall ror. 70 unpuniſhed Naw we 'call'rhd 
"4 f lan but (ball we-talt him ſo, when the day 
P | ;h# Lord ſhall burn as fire, and ail rve proud fhall, 
0 Bis  fubble: And the day that' cometh ſhall burn 
$1 1p, ſairh the Lord, and it: fhatl leave then 
hey root" nar byanch;. When: the Lord fhatl tread 
a y the wicked,” and they (h iU4 * lthe* Aſhis under + 
<4 er, /Mal, '5." 15; and 421; 4; There ivnot 
e- proud man 'in/ Heaven, 1 am-fure; Noris 
28nd . man upon the> Earth, that ſhall have much 
[Gods acquaintance. And-letime fay, hethat 
Þ himſelf above God (for that's rhe! Pridenb 
& an) whileſt he flands in that” ſtare, niuft never! 
pct that God ſhould look upon [him withrany 
hes. Heaven and Hell 'will 'as ſoon be'as 
l,/ as Godand ſuch-a'one: ſhall be vnired, Lis 

"= pr 
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DCE derldatrcotbers that .are their bet: ; 
. -fers, and ſcornitheir Maker ; but ſhortly they ſhall. Þ; 
w irt their own 'coyn, "they ſhall &. ſcorned F 

If all-the proud-N;zrods, Pharaohs and Bel- 
ſhazzers in the: world: ſhould enter ;into a League, (| 

and combine againſt the Almighty, and -ſay; 

| they:'vvilt-caſt away his: cords from' them, and 
that they. will} never debaſe- their [noble Spirit ſo | 
low as to: ſtoop-to his commands z yet -hone- of F 

them. all ſhalt go-unputiſhed': They ſhall be like 
© before the devouring flames, and like F 
before. a mighty whirlwind: God is not 
»fraid of their. big looks, Prev. 21. 4: Prov. 6.17, 
Prov. '15. 25.. Iſa: 2. 12, Luke 1. 51. Fam 46; 
God will cath himſelf with Vengeance, and the 
mighty Fehovs?. will gird his weapon upon «. 

thigh, and march-out in fury and Indignation, and 
draw his glittering Sword, and reſiſt: the proud, 
and teach them what it is to:bid defiance to the 
Lord of Hoft. We ſhall ſoon ſee, who: ſhall be 
. uppermoſt; God or they. And when the.proud 
finner lies conquered at his feet; how doth he 
_ with infinite ſcorn look upon. him, and ſay, be- 
hold, -the man is become like one of us! T is. tis 
for man to attempt the dethroning. of the Al- 
mighty.! But jt may be, moſt ;may _.think them- 
folves little concerned in thatwhich 1 now ſpeak 
wherefore I muſt add this one word: +Be it known 
unto: thee,” O' man; whoſoever. thou; art, that 
thintkeft thou haſt no pride ; I am ſure: thou ard 
. -6ne"of; thoſe that are. in- that black Roll which 
5s proclaimed War againſt- Heaven ; thou-art 
.-the-man that ſhall never be acquainted vvith 6G 
for thou.cart,in that mind:/-It may be thou 


AI Peace to thy of for all "this, and 
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-Mrter me tel} thee, ] come vvith heavy tydings in 
mymouth'ro thee : If thou turn not; he'vvill vohet 
38 Svvord, hehath.bent his Bovv, and made it re a+ 
89; be hath prepared for thee the Inftruments: of 
WVeath, the day of : thy :Calamity is near: The 
weadful: Fehovah is upon his *March; and if-you 


ww me- vvhether there be not-Peace-for thee} 
m as Fehbu did to Feboram, vwhat peaces O 
mugity-ſinner;-ſo long as the pride-of thy hears 
w\ogreat, and thy Rebellions againſt thy Maker 
W many ? There is no Peace ſaith my Goa ro the 
Wicked, VVherefore as you'value your Soul, as 
Fou tender your everlaſting Salvation, and defire 
tbe ovvned by the Lord ih the day of yourdi- 
s, take heed of pride, Goquickly, and hum- 
ble your ſelf, and make ſure your friend; labour 
$*pull dovun every high Thought, and every 
' ox Irgagination ; and let your Arrogant Spit 
douv before the mighty God, there is no vvay wallt 
Go but this ; as you have already heard : You muſt; 
&t the Crovvn upon: the Lord's head, you! muſt! 
hy your ſelves at his feet, and lick the very dult.' 
ur betters have done fo before you, and have 
Movght it their Honor to lic at the feet of- Chriſt; 
this they look'd upon (as vvith good reaſon too!) 


» 


& the frſt ſtep to preferment, If therefore you 


pride. , 
"Secondly, Take heed of a vvorldly mind.” 
Vhat concord is there betvvcen Eatth and Heasi 
mn? VVhat agreement betvveen God and the” 
World ? V.Vhat Delight can his Holineſs take'in" 
Im; vvho had rather be vvallovving inthe Midi! 
bd - treading of Clay; than- bathing himſi W436” 
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Fvould be acquainted vvith God, take heed of” * 
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thy ſelf-as if! God' and'you' vvere Friends: | i” 
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Divine ; that thinks it inf rhe 
” "ferment to-ſir ok gs of Gald,! than''to by 
© mtheprefcnce of bis God: Ce tag ta 
= be rich, than:to-be holy ; that wyjch rather be 
' in a Fair Market, or Excha gertingy ind noo 
than with his God, getting "Pardon, 
40-00 Haw pregnant is the;Scri XY. m "Y 
for-the evidencing of this truth ? To:name one or 
..- wWoofa hundred, Rom, 8. 7: Tob: carnally minded 
is enmity againſt God : For it 1s mat ſub] & to. tha 
Law bf God, neither indeed can it be, W t do-you 
fay- to this Scripture ? Thoſe which walk with 
God, live in the yorld, and yet theylive above the 
- World; they all look for a City: that hath founday 
tions, whoſe builder and maker is. God; ..- It-was 
not -for nothing that the Apoſtie Zobs layes {0 
Krict-a charge upon thoſe which: he wrote %0, 
ar they ſbould-not love the world, nor the things 
epeworld : For if any love the worldzthe love rf the 
Father is not inthem, '1 Fobn 2. 15. 'Whence is it 
+ that ſo-few great ones go to Heaven; and that itis 
nest:; to-impoſhble for ſuch to be ſaved ? Is it not 
becauſe they. have 'choſen 2/armen for their 
" Friend; ratherthan God 2 He hath »their heart, 
their Love;their Time, their Service;:and they have 
little to ſpare for God, and therefore God hath but 
alittle happineſs, a little heaven, a ſhort. glory for 
them, theyſhall baye but a little of hig ſweet tom- 
pany, little Acquaintance with him, Why .doth 
.JAmes ſpeak To-terribly-ro'the'rich/nien,&'bid-them 
"_ 'and wu and howl ?, Was it not becauſe:their 
rs were li e to undoe them:2 Did the weaſthy- 
wig the Parable live eyer-the longer. for-his* 
; or fare-ever the. better for 'his greatneſs,” Wh. 
= 'he came into another World: ? There is no: 
"Ws - queſtion” 
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ſtion but he Weg: have more flatreries "the 4 3 2 
f Ft aowte but he hath more worldly + 
t bring me a mth 'upon the Barth; thacks.hiq 
T Heat per) Efron upon the World, cleaves 
d it, and rakes it to be- roeſb friend, that khows 
Vt I, that's acquainted with his Maker, that pti- 
his Redeemer. Tt was a' wiſe mat,” whotaid, 
Tt it's abſohitely impoſſible ts wind externids 
and internals, this world and ahtother/withearpeRt- 
fs at the fartie time : but it was Wiſdom {x felf 
flidfaid, Thet no Servant can ſerve myo" Mfters 3 
bW either be will hate-the one;\ and too the aha, 
W elſe he will hold to the ont, and deſpiſe the brhen ; 
Fenn ferve God and Manmion, | Mat "Pp Ys 


3: Take heed of Hypoetifie, - Who are \obe 
prfons' that God doth Denoiince His' dreadfyl 
teamnings againſt ? Are | they ' mor? ſuch *agahb- 
|hour him with theit Lips, when- thele Heartoate 
far from him 2 With what- Abhertency"ddth_he- 
3k upon ſerch,” fund all that they do?-ff@av?. 
hey never bring their heart- t6/ viſit God''with, 
and therefore 'they' have little reaſorr-to" expett 
on he ſhould bring his daintics 40 entertain 
thi 3, v "Ig 
; If you would be acqvainted 'with- God, Bog 
hed of being 'tquainted with-wicked Corn ph 
Z We Read that many wicked/men have fared 
"better for the Company of the Godly; 'bit'ave 
Efeatce ever heard that'any Godly. Man ever fared. 
wh better for being in he Company, of the Wigh-. 
HEScepe they went” on Gods Errand among! | 
This 1s: clear in the caſe of '7/; who! Flt 
v his $00 oods, and was mzdea Captive by Þ W- 
je Sodem ; and though they' were reſtored to him 34 
A+ __— 8 
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© -agfinfors while, (one would have thought: that [+ 
+ _ - {MaulG have” been a fair warning how. he, came a- 
- _ 4gain-into-ſuch company) yet becauſe thag, would | 
=... not do; &while after you may read how dear Lot 
. | {paid fordwelling in Sodozs. , Poor man! he loſt all Þ 
-that: he-had; and was fain to fly away withoptei- 
her. Flockg:orsHerds, . and little more than his 
-*doathes on-his black and, chat which. was mote 
_ . -Tad;:to Fave ſome of his own dear Relations bc- 
. - hind him, roaſtingin thoſe diſmal flames. ', Where- 
;ashad_he never;come to Sodom, or upon the light 
of their. vvickedneſs ſpeedily lefr them, it had been 
much better with-him in many reſpeQts. .- Fehoſs- 
.pher-fared neyer. the better for; joyning in. affinity 
vvith: his vvicked Neighbours, it had like to have 
:doſthim'hislife. [But vvere:it, only loſs.of Tem- 
;porals' that! a-man; hazarded by ſuch Society, the 
danger yvere- not ſa conſiderable. but the peril is 
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\-  alvvays in your company vvhom he hates, and 
- ©" dich bate him; and vvill labour, all they canto 
--- egot- your afteFtions tovvards him. , Wherefore, 
. "ve Fe: not unequally yoaked vvith vobelievers : 

»For, :vvhat;/Fellovyſhip hach, Righteouſneſs. vvith 
-  Jyorighteouſneſs ?/.And vyhat communion hath . 
+ light vvith darkneſs? And yvhat.concord hath 
». Chriſt yvith Beligl 2  Qr vyhat part. hath be that 
{ -—  Jhelieveth vvith.an Infidel ? And vyhat :agrecment |; 
 hatt-the-Temple of God. vvith Idols? For yeare 
= Temple of. the.living God, as God bath ſaid, 
95% - -  _ ba 7 : | 


- agreaterithanſa;. for. by it they make God ſtand at I ; 

© fiGance ;.,they muſt never, look: to have ſuch | 

>, company: and Gods company both together; I I. 
** ©. {Mmean; vyben they do-unneceffarily or. delightfully I} % 
-- _ converſe yvith.God,:| If therefore. you-intend to I | 
\ Þ8acquaintedyvith God, you muſt not have them |} | 

| 


PI—y 


%- 


4S, 


EEE 
? 


_ 
T he I 
ry « oy. 
, oy _- G 
_ % adi, 


Ee 


bub wil in;thein; and; walk inthe, and T willbs * © 
MbiiriGod, and they Jhall be|iny People; wheyefars © © 
ape out from among thein, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith 'N 
The Lard, ard toiechnot the unclzan thing, .and 1 wil 
eqerye you, 'and Twill be a Father unto you,” and ye 
Shall be my Sons dnd Danghters, ſaith the: Lord Als 
m2 hty, 2 Cor./6: 14.to the end. But would nor 
«here be miſtakeyu; as if I yvould commend: an'un; 
ly-proud ſeparation from all that are 'nat/juſt 
:Our' mind ;/0r.,as. if a'manought to: havenob 
ing atall to.do vvith vvicked men; no, nat Ev 
ne ought to dovvhat he- can jn his place: for:the 
2800d,,of Souls.  O-that Chriſtians- vyvould: thug 
converſe more vvith their poor, ignorant, carnal, 
:Chriftleſs Neighbours! O that. they vvould thus 
| pr acquainted vvith the_yvicked, andthen 
3they ſhould have'never the leſs of ; Gods com 
yt. the more ; but it-is an unneceſſary delighth 
aſſoriating of our ſelves vvith them-that Imean;e- 
Tpecially ſuch of them vyhich vvill ſtifle every _ 
xitual diſcourſe, and divert you-;from any' tl Y 
*that tends to the, promoting of the; ititereſt of Ri 
Jigion 3. and. ſuch -as| haye frequently capes [2 
their deteſtation of the yyay.of Holineſs, yy #4 
but a- mock at your ſerious - Counſels, ſtop their ? 
- ears to vyholeſome Advice, or mpke ſame undecent - 
- refleQions upon the ſtrit profeſſion of Godlineſs ; 
* ſuch as labour: to make you believe thatall Reli- 
pion, -but that vvhich, yvill conliſt vviththeir yvick- 
| fedneſs/is but a Fancy. As for ſach agthoſe,\abhor - 8 
- Ftheir company, flye-from them as thoſe; that have » ©; 
©-the Plague, the marks of Death are upon them... and 
'©;you may vvrite Lord, have mercy xpan'ns upon their 
F:Doors, butgonot in, leſt you be [nfedted.: [1 
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F-you would be 20 ace wich Gant 4% 
of -unbehief, 'U E will make yourſout Þ 
God, and -to depart from 
To mor, This-is oneof thoſe dreadful and 
ng fins, ru teads on whole Le. | 
EIA the _ 3 This is that bold | 

Kc it felf the lye; and 
faith; Thar ch vr of God is falfe, his Pro- 
miſes airy, 'his Threatnings but a Wind's Bye 
know this; O--finner, "ſuch - a-wind: they' be,” that 
wilt riſe toadreadful ſtorm, ar turn your (ror 
. confidence. up bythe roots, td blow them in- 
"6 _—_ if.,you' makeno mote of- them than” "you 


6. [If you would be ncquainedd with 0468, be- 

w- avare of fen T6 be- ſeiyfual und devilith are 

akin. To'b&lovers of 'pteaſures, and titers of 

Tm concomitunts;'in a word, to fare 

day, -and £0 bedeſpiſcd of 'God, 

thitps. But I wave the further pr6- 

ſe'things, becauſe they arc fo Niije- 

| already: by ſo many of 

brave/Worthies, See Mr. BuKters Saints keft, 
at, by his! MIndiond Pit lis. on; 

- "BMP * wy | | 
Ot Wh i DIRECTION. = 7; ) 
* 50 "In $073 T0901: (13-136 | 
Af you v would' be aequabieed with" God; refol- 

- -vedly andfruely give ep your {elf to him; and'en- 
| ter m7? uaptann mn Covenant with him! Ard 
Here ſhall make bold: with'thatReverend'Author 
hR, 24/;doth mention in his Yindidge Pieta- £. 
qui proſinry row {4 ph gain withthatercellent Form | 

es t& it; which. I hav Hately Þ 
he with in £5 os -foremeationed Anthor.. 'Aﬀrec 
| yaur 
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+ oſt ſerious uddreſſes-to God; anll aftr'# 
rate conſideration: of the: terms: of chis Cys *> 
aft; and after. a thoraw- ſearch of- your own 
tart, whether". you .cither. have. already; ar i: 


| | freely... make. ſuch a cloſure with 
C Wh, youre eFhorted to : TN 


St have com C Song ſpirits into the moſt fart 
bs frame oe ble to tranſaction of f 
oh" a nature, Lay hold upon the Covenant,*4 
zely i upon his-promiſe ' of giving 7 pb and 
q Trengeh, whereby eby you nay be enabled: to: pers 
your promiſe. 'Reſvlye ip.the next place tg 
Bela aithful; having engagen Your hearts, Q 
q your mouths, and. ſubſcribed; with your han 
{ the Lord; reſo've jn his ſtrength” pever "tops | 
Þbidk,” And' being thus pre pared) ifid Fime con 
nient time bring ſet apart fot "the puipoſe,\' Fbuj 
-anithe work, and im che molt ſplertim manner j 
-ble, as-if the Lord were vilihly, preſent before 
Jovr eyes; fall dow: on your knees, and ſpreads 
ing forth your hands towards Heaven, - open your 
carts tot cLord in theſe or thelike words, 


T grey; www © 172 
DO wo dreadful God, far ther? 
thy mo I beſeech thee fr DE 4 | 
Pradical, now proſtrating fy 4M 
© qoor 3 1 Rev {allen from th ee by mWIRe, 1h; 
4B and am by Nature. a. Sou of. Deaths 
4 thouſand- fold more (he [7] 1d du nt 1-8 
> Wicked Praiſe ;_ _ but, of. a 
w Grate they h aft promiſed Mercy to.me 
© Chriſt, if 1 wil þ ut try ta thee 


| To Di | Heart: Therefore upon the Call 6 
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wy Weaponsy 1 fabinit - wy {elf ito thy mercy 
Had brearſe 1hou"requireſt- a4 the Condition 


* of hy Peace with' thee, that Tfhouldput away 


ine idols,” anid be & diflance with all thing 
4, | Þ es, + Which, 1 acknowledge « 1.” bave 
wickedly- ſided. mith egainft thee. 2, 1: here 
from: the bottom of - mine. Heart. | renounce 
them ab, freely covenanting ' with ' thee, 
u0t | t0' «low my * ſelf-jn any known Sin, ' but 
conſcientiouſly 'to uſe all the means that 1 
know thow | haſt preſcribed for the Death 


 ##d_wtter ' Deſtraition of 4l- my. Corrupti- 


> ws And whereas 1 have. formerly © incr- 
 Ginately and: Idolatrouſly let out; my Aﬀeti- 
ens upon-the World, I do bere reſign my heart 


_ 48-thee- that  made# it.” Himbly protefting 


before thy 'glariaus Mijihty,” that it" is the 
frm Reſolotion of my Heart: and that 1 do 
vafeignedly deſire grace from thee, that 
when thou ſhalt ' call me. berewnto, \ T | may 
patice. this © my Reſolution, through thy 
Afiſfance; to farſake © all that is dear uns 
io" me” in this World, rather "than to tary 


from thee 10 the. ways of .ſin;; And that 1 
will watch agzin# all its Temptations,” whe- 
"Rher. of "Proſperity or Adverſity, eff” they 


withifaw my Heart from thee; 'be= 


* ſeeebing thee alſo to help. we againſt the 


_ Temptations of Satan, to hſe ſuggeitions, 
(nh; 3 RE ICE : sL5IV & 3 Fo 


by thy Grace "never tn field 

— : And becanſe- mine » 
Miphreonſneſe is but menſirnens” Rags, I'vth 

wxce «ll Confidence therein;\"and acknonts 
Rc that I'aw of my ſelf a bypeleſs, —_— 
wadone Creature, \ without "rig 
frengtns Jorg for ans wy 4s _ = 

tomle(s. Mercy offered: "me 

 $p\me_ wretched: fiuncy, ts be: a, pans: 4 
"through : Chriſt," if 1 would  acceps "of Ar 
y-call-Hroven aud Earth to:record this." rae 
that" 1. do here © ſolemmly* avonch thee: 
Lord. my God; and with 4ll- poſſible Ln 
tion,” bowing the Neck of my $oul under' the 
Fett of thy meſs Saored Majeity;: 1 'do: bere 
take thee the Lord Jehovah, Father; Sow, 
and. Holy Ghoſt, for my. Portion, and chief 

00d, and do give up my [elf, Body, _—__ 
$o thy Servants promiſing and "wo 
ſerve thee in — and rig teanſneſs i 
| dayes. of my.-1i 

And ſince this baſs apvinted the - vo 


TFeſus Chriſt, the. ovly mans cfocoming” nuts 


* thee, I do here upon the bended Knees "of 0 
” Soul, accept of him as the only new and bois 
' way, by which. ſinner; mayhave ucrrſsto thee ; 


* and ae _bere. ſo/emnly, *Joyn my hrs _ w—_ 


3, argon torhtem. |< 
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 Solewol ries to the: King. of Sealy ; But 
ſuch i8\ thine wnparabel'd Love, 166 bere 

vary ower accept thee for. my Head and 
Hashand, for better for worſe, for richer for 
pbhoren, for all times and conditions, td Love and 
/ Honour; and: obey thee before all others, and 
this 88 the Death, 1 embrace thee inal 7 
, Offices, 4 renoance- mine own wirtbineſs;\. aud 

da bere avow thee to be the Lord my righteonſe 
w#eſs.y'1 renounce mine own Wiſdim, and dq 
bert take thee for mine only Guidey'1 ye« 
wounce wine own-will,- and t4he thy will for my 
Law, 

vi dud ſince thou baft told me that I muſt ſaf- 
EI feraf i will reign, 1debere covenam with thee, 
8 4 wy we = 4s it falls with thee, anth by thy 


- "and beceals thou haſt been pled fo za 
__ ae thy Holy Law, as the rule of my life, me 

 #be'way in which 1 ſboutd watk to thy K 
W311 do bere willingly put my Neck. #n 
bs w_ my 


bh. Bot oF 
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: Poor,” 4nd wretched, ypc 
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, prone | z\10-run all hazards withthee, 
48 " that =p" tft nor death hall | 
þ- ns '& avd | 


att #0 thy Bee, | wy 


UMI 


”—_— TH) - OE 
: | Ws bſcribivg, 30 4ll thy Lent 


Guad;, 1 Solemaly take them: 43 the rule” 


my. War ds, 7 hbougbts, and. Attzons': 


Pits - 
m) fleſb roPLraditt <0 


Vern. my wel " according t0. hy diy 
#} «ng will: pat allow my felf in. _ 
WH of any thing. thas. 1 know to be 


bec ethrouch the frazley. o og 
" ans (4 Ooh Healey failings 5,1 SE th 
to proteſt, that unhallowed miſcarriages contrary 
zo the ſetled bent ana. Teſo/ution- of my heart, 
ſhall not make void this Covenant 3 for ſo thes 
"1000 

' dlimighty, @vd, fatober of- hearts, 
Now: ken that 1 make this Cone 
with thee 19s dey; without any known # 
Oy Reſervation, y Fr hee, that i 


oe any flaw or. [4 


þ apo 8, 10.e, aud help. me '0 de th. 
| argh (2177803 
—_ now olarp be t# thee, 0: Gui-the Bs 4 
| they, whom T ſball be bald from this: dif | 
© forwerd, to lhok upon thee, as my Gatund © 
- Farber, That - ever | thou [Wouldeſt finda 
> ſuch” 4,945 for the recavery. o undang 


| won: - Clary, be. 201hee,, 0: God the _— 
I hat Joveg, me, (and, waſhed, me from my: flue: 


i256 
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berein,.. thay 7 ths | 


Fa.” 
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thine own Wioaly and art -” 


7 Savior: at Riiemir. Glory Sth thee,'0 | 

*, Fe 04 the Holy Ghoſt, "why by We thize 

" imighty "power 'haft tured about my Heart 
fromſ ſin 70 God, 

'D dreadful Jehovah, the Loyd God Omni- 
potent, Pather, Son, and Holy, Ghoſt, 'thon art 
alin berome my Covenaut-Friend, and 1 
rhrowgh thine infinite Grate; "am become thy 
Covenant-Servant. Amen. So be it. _ And 
tbe" Covenant which 1 bive maite on Earth 
ter #r be ratified In, Heaven," 
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N D novv my V Vork is done, I muſt leave 
"you; and-whether Iſhalkever ſpeaks to you, 
or ee you, or. write to you again while the-world 
ſtands, I know not : My body is. frail, and I am 
I, 4 poor dying man, and belies it be long, my. 
3 uth will. be more ftopped than it is, and yours 
tod*' And therefore i high time for us to look 
about vs.. As for my part, T have vvith all the ſe- 
© Siouſneſs that I could for my ſoul, ſpoke to you, 
 /, Shout: the great and vveighty affaits- of your Souls 
. and- 1 agaio. call Heaven and Earth to: 
webs oof v3 yok 1 have'ſct Life. and: Death. beforc 
þ- you; I have in the Name of my great Maſter 
HI = you to accept of his Son, for your 
# "Lor usband ; himſelf for your God, Fa-' 
"ther and'Friend. - I have told you" what the Lort | 
-— goth require' of them that' would be in Coveniant 
Ret &þ -bjon. ; Lihave given you a rude Deſcription. 
"pf hin  vvhom | would have you 6 
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ith , I. haye told you of ſome of the Gloprſ= 3 
[ops Effecs in. Acquaintance-, with Gad.”' :[ have.” © 2 
$019 you of the danger of being a ſtranger to'God,. 
Fave told you how thankfully ſome have cloſed 
with- theſe Offers, and how: well chey- like their 
Choice. Ihave further ſhow'd you what a/peace- 3 
ible State you ſhall bein, 'mmetdiately uporryour* © 3 
viritual Alliance with this: Great and: Noble "I 
riend. - I have told you alſo of ſome: further be- "4 
-nefit and good that will come'unto you upon;your 
acquaintance with God, I have given you to-un- "a 
derſtand how defirous the Lord is notwithitanding F 
all that is paſt, to forget and forgive , and ro:res 3 
ceive you into Favour, if you will-in good earneſt - 
Feturn to him with ſpeed] Thave again and-agait 
;propounded this Match to-you, and/told: you a8 
much. as I cquld well do in fo. ſhort a time ;;1 
have ſtayed. a great while for an. Anſwer, | havt 
t the buſineſs forward all that poſſibly 1-could; 
becauſe I ſee how fooliſhly and madly; you make 
(light of thoſe advantageous Offers, that are-made 
to you; I have again and -again pledded with 
You, as if 1 were ready 1o-ſtarve, ahd- begging © *Þþ 
.an Alms of you; Nay, ifit had been: for -my: very” 
Life, I could not have ſpoke with more carneſt» i 
neſs, I have Expoſtulated the Caſe -with you;. -. 
and asked you ſeveral Weighty Queſtions, -and..._- 
you have not, you cannot: anſwer 'any one-oft 3 
*them,. but you mutt condemn your felf, and-by. © - _ Z 
Lyour - own Confeſſion, you have nothing, ..in-the ....** 
world to ſay againſt the Excellency of this Friend\*” 2 
And therefore you mult either ſpeedily come:ing > 4 
ppon the invitation, and cloſe. with' th>-;graths + 
ous Overtures that are made to you, .or you muſt 7 


ithout: any; reaſon it the world-(your ER Fo : 
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E 4 11 that have heardme, will-notbe fone bf tha 

=” - make light of theſe things, but be asking with al 
ſome.ſcriouſneſs, that great Queſtion-?*How ſhall #'& 
'1'do to ger Acquainted with God 2 * Ho ſhall l $1 
do torget a Friend for my Soul ? ' - VVhart ſhall I do 
to be Saved ? - I havelaid down ſome DireQtions 
For thoſe that are unfeignedly defirous to be re- 

© conciled -to” God 3 I have told 'them' that they 
muſt:labour to -1 duner-9ge Acquainted with -that 
Strangeneſs* and Enmity. that is in their Hearts a- 

\ gainft God;.. and of the unſpeakable Danger of 
"their: being Strangers"to God, I have further di- 
rected them that would; be Acquainted with God 
to Labourrto get humble Hearts, © I have "advi- 

-, ſed*that! they-viſit him-often,- if they would be. 
intimately Acquainted with him; and that not ina 

. frakſitary way, butto make a Solernn' fet Fiſt of 

. - Jt, and to; be. ſure that-they donot forget to get 

-Chriftalong with them, I Counſclled "theny' alſo tg 
be much imthoſe Places where he is iwont to walk ; 
and to get Intimately' acquainted with ſome of 
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Mat; vobat. they do, | they vvould 'do ſpeedily. 
=. -Jaformed you'what arguments the Scripture 'purs” 
þ =. into G4, ub vvhich'vve maycurge;; ” atthe, 
£3=-* Throne of Gracc. I intreated you, for your Sovls Þ-p 
WEL: - foe. I 
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' $7 And have Theen' beating the Air all this while ? 
What will yo do after all this? What ſhall be- 
tome of all thefe Sermons? Dare any of . you 
all ſtil be contented to be Unacquainted with 
God ? Can you, be very well ſatisfied,” after you 
Have heard of ſuch a Friend, to'be a ſtranger. to 
him ? © Can any of you Jook upon. your AL 
fafe, while God is your Enemy ? O how ſhall 
leave you, with Hearts fvll of Enmity. againit 
PE Maker !- Alas, alas, poor Hearts! You look 
very merrily as bad a Condition as you are in, but 
tid. you but know how-necr you are to Everlaſt- 
J'ivg Burnings, I believe it would: put a damp up- 
"bh your Spirits , and fpoil your Mirth, , O how 
hell I leave that, poor finner,, that ſtands as a 
perſon altogether unconcerned ! Whereas Death 
tands ready for his Commiſſion, to fetch him a- 
way before God ; *and- where are you. then? O 
where arc you then, if, you come before God ag a 
Stranger ? Q,what ſhall 't do for thee? What 
ſhall 'l ſay to thee rorprevail with thee'! O whar 
Arguments will perſwade thee ! O, how ſhall we-. 
art |; Brethren, my hearts deſire is that you may 
W-be ſaved. / O that you may 'all know in this 
Four day, the things of your Peace!  O that! 
ould 'mitgle all my words with Fears! + O pity, - 7 
pity, for the-Lords ſake, jpity your precidug. 3 
Bb2 _ Souls! ' 
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'> + Sous ©. iP ere-to ask Counſel of :God,] 
;_- andthi + wh) y,” and take the Counſel of the 
- - Devil, And what will you yet make light of allÞ7 
- = the Tenders*of the Goſpel? - 1s Peace;-Pardon, Þ* 
' Reconciliation, .and Acquaintance wijth-God, til 
_* nothing with. you? ,Will you for all this take Þ 
up with a' Lifeleſs Religion, and never mind a 
more Spiritual intimate Converſe with God? As 
. the Lord liveth, -thou fpeakeſt that word / againſt 
the Life of thy Soul. But if thou wilt go on, and 
\ Ueſpiſe God, who can help -it? I have told you, 
and told you again, what the end of theſe things 
. wil be. Well once more, 1 ask thee in. the Name 
of God, .-wilt-thou have. God for thy Friend or 
"Ho? © That is,. wilt thou love him above all- the 
World? Wilt thou accept him for thy Lord and 
Husband ? - Wilt thou be ruled abſolutely by him? F: 
' Wilt thou lay down thy Weapons, and turn on | 
- "Gotls fide, and fight under his Banner? Wilt F' 
© *thon.'have Holineſs here, and Happineſs hereaf- 
ter? One would think this isa Queltion, thatone 
Need not be long a reſolving. Come, comeaway 
for 'the Lords ſake ;, for, your .precious Souls ſake, 
-as you would be owned at the, Day.of Judgment; | 
as you would Rejoyce when moſt of the, World. Þþ 
; ſhall be fillea with unſpeakable Horrour, and per- Þ 
© Tplexity ; as you would not hear that heart-rending 
. word from«the mouth of the Iudge, Depar:, 7 
. kneowyou "net, come away, Lbeſcech you! Come 
-.- away! O ye ny dear Friends, the Cloud. hangs] 
'over the World; and ere long it will, fall with a 
"Vengeance, © come out of Sodom, linger not for. 
: -* "the Lords ſake, leſt the dint of that Storm fall 
LL epon. you. Fire! fire | fire! Awake|', awake! 
—_— . - awake! 
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ake'!- The Figs, is. 
7 inchar Bed'f Security, thiu th JeAc ne , 
lt be awakned with Ro _ ys ſhate "# 
© know thy Danger,. but not know how to aveid 
7it: And do ou ſtill fay? Make haſt? O make 
® haſt, your Glaſs is almoit out, your-time almoſt 
» ſpent, and Death is haſtning apace upon you; [ 
inſt JF /fpeak. it again, make haſte, come away,” I can't, 
and | + I can*thold my Peace. .How can I endure to-ſee 
ou, q the Ruine of thy Soul, and ſay-nothing! *O fol- 
1gs , fow thoſe DireRtions which T have 'given thee 
me; out of the Scripture! Seek the Lord while he - 
or” miay be found, and with all poſſible ſpeed; ſeris 


be Þ” ouſmeſs, and gratitude, accept of his 3 | 
nd F/ while you mav. Methinks ſome of | 5-4 woe 4 
n'F: ſcem to be affected ;. tmethinks your Countenans * 
nf: ces ſpeak youto have ſome thoughts of returningg _ 
It] fſomeof you look like perſotis almoſt 'refolved to 

f- I fer upon. this great work, O that it. may not” be -* - 
ef almoſt, but altogether! - Speak in ſuch L 57 


YF  agthis to your own 'Sonls. What meaneſt thou;  _ 
SH 2 .Omy Sout, : thus'-to Rand : Diſputing ?: 'Is:this a ' 
5 .. rims for thee to-Mand fill, as if thou hadſt no» 
thing! to do? Hark how the King of Glory 
Calls ! » Hark how: his Meſſengers invite you! 
Conſider how long: they have-ſt60d! waiting for 
thee ! © And ſhall. they. go away without / thee? 
».. Ofovliſh Heart and Unwiſe; wilt tho anſwer -. 7 
* all theſe Gracious Offers with a flzt denial?” Qe 7% 
that: which is lirtle' better, wilt thou pnt off all 7 
Gods Meſſ-ngers with ſome. ſorry : Excuſes? > 
. :Awake, O my foul, and':look 'about - thee? 7 
How canwfi theo refuſe when Mercy calls?. on 
| Bb; Ks 
s . "» 
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Cit "ri6u wert Nas: f "hew 

:that * we ” ENT? 'a'Qhr 
df : Acquaintance wi an econciliation 
: your-Maker, O.then/how glorious ſhouldeſt 
 - for ever |: I Rejoyce-to' ſee the-Day'of 
thy Marriage a comming; when thy Lord and 
X . ron Than bring thee home in the: greateſt 
- Stare; 'and inlinfinite Glory to; his own'-Houſe, 
- -wher e:thou fhalt»fit Tike 'a'Queen for ever and 
r:Behold his Harbingers arc coming !. Behold 
any” Meſſengers the: Lbfd hath fent to- pre» 
arenis way !' Awake, O Zion, and put-on thy 
E: Fo: cal rments! Riſe up, O Royal Bride, and 
Cops! 'Princely: Robes ! -Cloath thee with the 
ES we the Moon under may, Fect, Go out 

abt i Wangonss Fo eph arc comi 'Beh 
| : ghter of Zo, | the Chariots, 4 Chariots 
ft 6g: and HusBand are a' coming? They 
| Oacomin f 33 Pg why doth not thy art leap 
Een not thy Spirits even faint 
F Wh | thou not ſay, It is | 
| #5 Dye and 'meet my Lord. before 1<e?. 
F wen "x the” Sun: be-,up! When will"the-day 
res l, O' when. will, the-Shadows fly. 
et-me; up to the Mountains; of 
xe Hills of Frankincenſe. 'Tam'tre- 
we "i 'my Face is towards Feruſaben; 
and” the Holy Hill with 1me2 EN 


kl tea me Compaiiy- 
up to the .C 
te i Sr is "Aiſen the + «25H 
thouſands are potic alteady. r 
EChimbarn ,” Cit too, ge ; fol 
-* the King to Fernfalem. ome from 
rr and-Hedpes, come” with your WVe 91Ng: 
Garments , come quic and he. wilt make'yoy 
Es The: King ath fent to invite us to 
Feaſt; a Feaſt of fat things, of Wines on the L 
b "yvell Refined. Coil be the Table is "ſpe 
+ all things are ready, and his Servants ſtay for ys. 
Het will God entertain ſuch Creatures as we are?.. 
| And vvilf the Lord open his Doors'to fuch loath 
© ſome Beggars? Will the Father receive ſuch; 
, * Qipals! Return then'unto thy Reſt, O'my* 
{for the Lord will deal Bountifully vvith thee, 
+, Whois that vvhich I ſee coming in the, Fig] 
Who is this/ that comes-from the Wildernefs? 
- That' comes-to meet us ? Hark ! methinks” Fhear * 
z the Trumpet ſounding : Hark ! Whats the mat- 
” ter ! How do the. Mountains Ecco! ©. How doth 
the *Air Ring again,! What Noiſe is that whilth, * 
hear! What Glorious Train is that which I fee? ES. 2 . 
. Whence do they come, and whether do they go? 4... 
; It is my Maſter's Son (dear Soul) thy Lord ow 
+ Husband with his Royal eh = Behold he 


comes ! - He comes-gpace ! My 
\ Hills, Skipping upon the Mountains, Cars wen he Lb ; 
| ming || He is coming! He is even at the Door? - + 
; ;Ere long thou ſhalt ' ſee the Mountains | Ts 
| "with Chariots and Horſes of Fire; . the Earth? 
wilt tremble and ſhake  - the: Heavens and -the; 
fas will be all on « Flaming Fire ; the-King. £ 


